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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, 

Frances; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Nazmi, Niloufar; 
Berg, Elizabeth; Allen, HarryL; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Rongone, Marie; Johnson, 
Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, 
Allan; Riedel, Brian; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, Frances

Subject: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 

Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Contacts: Lauren Wolman; Scott Abrams

All –  
 
For your records, attached is the final response dated December 24, 2015 to Congressman Brad Sherman 
regarding Aliso Canyon. I have closed the letter out in our Congressional Correspondence Management System. 
I have attached the outgoing response, incoming letter, and control information for your reference. Thanks to 
everyone who worked and/or reviewed the response.  
 

AL-16-000-2291 
 

Liaison: Maier 

Rep. Brad Sherman 
(D-CA-30) 

Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Leak 

Jeremy 
Johnstone 
(SFD-9-3) 

12/25/15 Regional 
Administrator 

Closed – 
Response sent on 

12/24/15 

 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415‐947‐4256, maier.brent@epa.gov , Brent will be back in the office on 
Tuesday, December 29. 
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Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs 
US EPA, Region 9,  Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808‐541‐2711 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Jones, Joel E.
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:56 AM
To: Salazar, Matt; Chew, Andrew
Cc: Miller, Amy
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

FYI  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:47:20 AM PST 
To: "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Jones, Joel E." <Jones.Joel@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, 
"Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, 
"Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, 
"Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" 
<Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
  
Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
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Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, 
Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" 
<Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that 
Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, 
and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:31 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Manzanilla, Enrique; Johnson, Kathleen; 

Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; 
Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Maier, Brent
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Incoming from Rep. Sherman to the Administrator, I think that we can assume it will controlled to the Region for 
action/response. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnson, Kathleen
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:37 AM
To: Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Quast, Sylvia; Zabel, Allan; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, 

Jeremy
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement
Attachments: Petition for OA.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Please pass along to anyone else involved in Aliso.  South Coast issued an order of abatement for the release late 
yesterday..  I’ll be talking with Mohsen later today about potential follow‐on penalty actions, but it looks like South 
Coast is taking on the immediate problems at the facility. 
 
Kathleen H. Johnson 
Director, Enforcement Division 
U.S. EPA ‐ Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street ENF‐1 
San Francisco, CA 94015 
415/972‐3873 
johnson.kathleen@epa.gov 
 

From: Mohsen Nazemi [mailto:MNazemi1@aqmd.gov]  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:28 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 

 
FYI.  
 
Mohsen Nazemi 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:16 PM
To: Cheatham, Reggie; Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Jordan, Deborah; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations

FYI 

 

Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:05 PM 
To: Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>; Strauss, Alexis <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: new gas storage regulations 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Schilling, Teresa@DOC" <Teresa.Schilling@conservation.ca.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 12:34:22 PM PST 
To: "News@DOC" <News@conservation.ca.gov> 
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations 

  

CONTACT: Teresa Schilling/Don Drysdale/Krista Watson, 
(916) 323-1886 pao@conservation.ca.gov 

  
  

CALIF. OIL & GAS DIVISION ISSUES 
NOTICE 
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OF PENDING EMERGENCY NATURAL 
GAS STORAGE REGULATIONS 

  
SACRAMENTO — The California Department of 

Conservation (DOC) today gave notice of an interim 

rulemaking package to regulate natural gas storage 

facilities.  The emergency regulations are required 

by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.’s January 6 

declaration of a state of emergency due to the 

ongoing Southern California Gas Company natural gas 

leak at Aliso Canyon. The emergency regulations will 

go to the Office of Administrative Law on January 26. 

“These regulations execute the Governor’s order 

and will significantly strengthen state oversight of 

natural gas storage facilities to ensure public 

health and safety as well as environmental 

protection,” said DOC Chief Deputy Director Jason 

Marshall.  

In a January 6 proclamation, Governor Brown 

ordered DOC’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources to issue emergency regulations requiring 

gas storage facility operators throughout the state 

to comply with six new safety and reliability 

measures: 
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♦ Require at least a daily inspection of gas 

storage well heads, using gas leak detection 

technology such as infrared imaging. 

♦ Require ongoing verification of the mechanical 

integrity of all gas storage wells. 

♦ Require ongoing measurement of annular gas 

pressure or annular gas flow within wells. 

♦ Require regular testing of all safety valves 

used in wells. 

♦ Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits 

for each gas storage facility in the state. 

♦ Require each storage facility to establish a 

comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates 

and     prepares for risks at each facility, 

including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. 

Once the proposed emergency regulations are submitted to 

the Office of Administrative Law (OAL), OAL will post notice of the 

emergency rulemaking on its website. OAL will have 10 working 

days to review the regulations. OAL will field public comments on 

the proposed regulations, and will consult with DOC regarding 

any response to comments. If OAL approves the rulemaking 

package, the interim rules will be in place at the end of the 10-day 

review. 
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Members of the public can submit comments within five 

calendar days of OAL’s posting of the proposed emergency 

regulations on the OAL website via mail, FAX or email: 

Mail: OAL Reference Attorney, 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1250, 

Sacramento, California 95814. 

FAX: (916) 323-6826 

E-mail: staff@oal.ca.gov 

A copy of comments submitted to OAL also must be 

submitted to the DOC: 

Mail: Department of Conservation, 801 K Street, MS 24-02, 

Sacramento, CA 95814, Attention: Gas Storage Facility 

Regulations. 

Fax: (916) 324-0948. 

E-mail: DOGGR_GasStorageRegs@conservation.ca.gov. 

OAL will confirm that the agency has received the comment 

before considering it. Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 

title 1, section 55, subdivision (b) (1) through (4), the comment 

must state that it is about an emergency regulation currently 

under OAL review, and include the topic of the emergency. 
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“We will initiate the process to update permanent regulations 

for natural gas storage, which will include a significant opportunity 

for public review and input, in the coming weeks,” Marshall said. 

Background information about the ongoing Southern 

California Gas Company leak at Aliso Canyon is available on the 

DOC web site.  Many state agencies have a role in the response 

to the leak.  Regular updates and background information on the 

situation are available at the California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services website here. 

### 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 5:40 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Guria, Peter; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; Allen, HarryL
Cc: Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Zabel, Allan
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 1:04:28 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 
The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
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Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 
However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 
OEHHA has also evaluated approximately nine weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.   The results of 
that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation (updated 01/05/2015) 
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 01/05/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 01/05/2015) 

 
  

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

  

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 

 

 
Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:53 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn
Cc: Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin
Subject: Fw: Aliso Canyon Update

 
 

From: SoCalGas <alisocanyon@socalgas.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:37 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Update  
  

 
This message contains graphics. If you do not see the graphics, click here to view. 

View Text Only   |   View in Browser
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  Aliso Canyon Update 
SoCalGas® News 

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 
  
We would like to thank you for your continued cooperation and patience as we 
work to resolve the natural gas leak at our Aliso Canyon Storage Facility in 
Porter Ranch. Attached please find the weekly bulletin.This bulletin has also 
been mailed to your home via US mail. 
 
In this weekly bulletin you will find the following information:  

 Ongoing updates of our progress  
 Air sampling  
 Resources for your questions  
 Community Resource Center  

For daily updates and information regarding Aliso Canyon, please visit 
alisoupdates.com. 
 

 

  

If you received this email from a friend or a colleague subscribe below. 
Aliso Canyon Updates 

Make sure you receive our emails by adding 
webmaster@socalgas.messages2.com to your address book. Please do not 
reply to this email. Email sent to this address cannot be answered. For 
assistance, please visit our Help Center. Southern California Gas Company 
values your privacy. For more information, view our Privacy Policy and 
Privacy Notice. 
 
Sender's business address is 555 West Fifth Street, GT20B2, Los Angeles, 
CA 90013. 
 
© 2015 Southern California Gas Company. Trademarks are property of their 
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respective owners. All rights reserved. Some materials used under license, 
with all rights reserved by licensor. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin; lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Johnson, Kathleen; Quast, 

Sylvia; Moore, Letitia; Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf; SoCAL Gas Request for Info.pdf

Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  
  
Lynn, 
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Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
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whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 

o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 
  

         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 

o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

         ENV/Health (Jill) 

o   Air monitoring continuing 
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o   Data uploaded yesterday 

o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 

o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 

o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 
  

         Q&A 

o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 
invited—yes 

  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 

o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 
area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 
help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 
specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 
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o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 

o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 
that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 
company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
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Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 2:11 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Minor, Dustin
Cc: Kao, Jessica
Subject: State elected request State of Emergency declaration from Gov Brown.

See articles below   
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Google Alerts [mailto:googlealerts‐noreply@google.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 1:23 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Google Alert ‐ porter ranch gas leak Aliso Canyon 

 

 
 

 

 porter ranch gas leak Aliso Canyon  
Daily update ⋅ December 15, 2015  

 NEWS   

 

Wilk calls for 'state of emergency' in Porter Ranch gas leak  
Santa Clarita Valley Signal  
On October 23, 2015, the Southern California Gas Company discovered a gas leak 
at their Aliso Canyon facility affecting the Porter Ranch community. 
Porter Ranch gas leak could be declared local emergency by supervisors - LA Daily 
News  
A natural gas leak with seemingly no end - Marketplace.org  
Massive methane leak is worst in state history - inewsource  
Full Coverage  

   

Flag as irrelevant 
 

 
Santa Clarita Valley 

Signal 

 

 

You have received this email because you have subscribed to Google Alerts.  
Unsubscribe  

Receive this alert as RSS feed  

Send Feedback  
 

 

 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

Santa Clarita 
Valley Signal  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 1:56 PM
To: Quast, Sylvia; Minor, Dustin
Subject: FW: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting 

EPA Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Allen, HarryL <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>; 
Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>; Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN 
<Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov>; Rongone, Marie <Rongone.Marie@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Miller, Amy <Miller.Amy@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov>; Salazar, Matt 
<Salazar.Matt@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Berg, 
Elizabeth <Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Riedel, Brian <riedel.brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>; Levine, Carolyn 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Eades, Cassaundra <Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov>; Mims, Kathy <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>; 
Higuchi, Dean <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Berg, Elizabeth 
<Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Harris‐Bishop, Rusty <Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman ‐ Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA Involvement in Aliso 
Canyon Gas Leak 
Importance: High 
 

All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
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Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, 

Frances; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Nazmi, Niloufar; 
Berg, Elizabeth; Allen, HarryL; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Rongone, Marie; Johnson, 
Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, 
Allan; Riedel, Brian; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, Frances

Subject: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 

Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Contacts: Lauren Wolman; Scott Abrams

All –  
 
For your records, attached is the final response dated December 24, 2015 to Congressman Brad Sherman 
regarding Aliso Canyon. I have closed the letter out in our Congressional Correspondence Management System. 
I have attached the outgoing response, incoming letter, and control information for your reference. Thanks to 
everyone who worked and/or reviewed the response.  
 

AL-16-000-2291 
 

Liaison: Maier 

Rep. Brad Sherman 
(D-CA-30) 

Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Leak 

Jeremy 
Johnstone 
(SFD-9-3) 

12/25/15 Regional 
Administrator 

Closed – 
Response sent on 

12/24/15 

 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415‐947‐4256, maier.brent@epa.gov , Brent will be back in the office on 
Tuesday, December 29. 
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Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs 
US EPA, Region 9,  Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808‐541‐2711 
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Citizen/Originator: Sherman, Brad

Organization: U.S. House of Representatives
Address: 1030 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515

Constituent: N/A
Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A

Control Information
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291 Alternate Number: N/A
Status: Pending Closed Date: N/A
Due Date: Dec 25, 2015 # of Extensions: 0
Letter Date: Dec 10, 2015 Received Date: Dec 11, 2015
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Signature Date: N/A
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AT THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS CO.

Instructions: RA-R9-Prepare draft response for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 9
Instruction Note: N/A
General Notes: N/A
CC: OAR - Office of Air and Radiation -- Immediate Office

Patricia Haman - OCIR-CA-AT

Lead Information
Lead Author: N/A
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Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date Due Date Complete Date
Cassaundra
Eades

OCIR R9 Dec 11, 2015 Dec 25, 2015 N/A

Instruction:
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Supporting Information
Supporting Author: N/A
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Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date
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Control Number: AL-16-000-2291
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OCIR Assign R9 as lead office Dec 11, 2015

Comments

Commentator Comment Date

No Record Found.

Correspondence Management System
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291
Printing Date: December 14, 2015 07:59:52
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 5:11 PM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, 

Frances; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter Controlled to Region IX Requesting an Immediate EPA 

Investigation into Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Canyon - AL-16-000-2291
Attachments: Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA 

Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Canyon - AL-16-000-2291.pdf

Importance: High

All –  
 
The letter from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy has been officially 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response to be signed by the Regional Administrator.  
 
Please note that I am out of the office on annual leave and only working this Thursday, December 17th on 
flexiplace and will not return to the office until Tuesday, December 29th, so am not able to create a 
Congressional yellow folder to drop off with Jeremy. Please work on finalizing a draft response for the 
RA’s signature.  
 
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291 
Due Date: December 25, 2015 
Signature Level: Regional Administrator 
 
If a final draft has gone through all of the Superfund Division reviews, up to and including the Division 
Director, please send electronic file and deliver hardcopy printout on RA letterhead to either Bill Keener or 
Kelly Zito in my absence for their review and concurrence.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Allen, HarryL; Keener, 

Bill; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Mogharabi, Nahal; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; 
Rongone, Marie; Johnson, Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, 
Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Eades, Cassaundra; Mims, Kathy; 
Higuchi, Dean; Nazmi, Niloufar; Berg, Elizabeth; Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
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Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Richman, Lance; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin; Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David; Quast, Sylvia; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
Attachments: Clean-SoCal Gas - Alison Canyon - Proposed Findings and Decision-4.docx; 

ATT00001.htm; Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00002.htm; Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; mjc aliso canyon lafevers declaration FINAL(4380725_1_LA)(2).pdf; 
ATT00004.htm

FYI, 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mohsen Nazemi" <MNazemi1@aqmd.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

Hi Kay.  Attached please find the proposed Findings and Decisions, as well as the two Exhibits we have 
filed along with the Proposed Findings and Decisions.  In addition attached is the SoCalGas 
Company’srepresentative declaration for your information.  Thanks. 
  
Mohsen Nazemi, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Engineering & Compliance Office 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Phone No. (909)396-2662 
Fax No.      (909)396-3895 
mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 



 
 

  3
 Southern California Gas Company, Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Facility ID #800 128)

Findings And Decision 

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 11:57 AM
To: Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA re porter ranch

FYI 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reyes, Deldi" <Reyes.Deldi@epa.gov> 
Date: December 22, 2015 at 11:40:54 AM CST 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Jones, Joel E." 
<Jones.Joel@epa.gov>, "Salazar, Matt" <Salazar.Matt@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA 

FYI ‐ apologies if you’re already on this list. 
  
  

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:03 AM 
To: Reyes, Deldi 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
  
OEHHA is providing assistance to the SCAQMD and the LAPH in evaluating potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.
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On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately six weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.    
The results of that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels  
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:31 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Manzanilla, Enrique; Johnson, Kathleen; 

Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; 
Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Maier, Brent
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Incoming from Rep. Sherman to the Administrator, I think that we can assume it will controlled to the Region for 
action/response. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:41 PM
To: Glenn, William; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Thanks bill.  Including us to keep us in the loop is fine.  Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:21 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi Dan, 
 
That’s our goal – my thought was to include you just so you (or someone in the program) would have awareness of the 
kinds of requests that are coming to the Agency.  If you’d rather, we can just let you know about the stickiest ones. 
 
Bill 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:04 PM 
To: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Gaudario, Abigail 
<Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi All – I would ask that you vet the inquiries to see if they can be handled by OPA directly.  OPA can steer people to 
FEMA, LA County Public Health or other agencies as easy as we can.  Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
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Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM 
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
 
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 

Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 

of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
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Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 



4

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 

  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
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VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 

 
 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
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I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail; Miller, Amy; Herrera, Angeles; Keener, Bill; Maier, Brent; Shaffer, 

Caleb; Tenley, Clancy; Steiner, Cyntia; Barton, Dana; Meer, Daniel; Yogi, David; Higuchi, 
Dean; Reyes, Deldi; Manzanilla, Enrique; Weber, Fe; Kwok, Frances; Ball, Harold; Allen, 
HarryL; Deyoe, Jeremy; Chesnutt, John; Lyons, John; Anderson, Julie; Moore, Kathi; 
Johnson, Kathleen; Lawrence, Kathryn; Zito, Kelly; Vianu, Libby; DIGNAN, LILIA; 
Henning, Loren; PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Lindsay, Nancy; Riveland, 
Nancy; Guria, Peter; Hiett, Richard; Knowles, Robert; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Stollman, 
Scott; Duncan, Will; Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA; Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants:  Forty-nine applications were received 
nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity and 8 of those applications were received from communities 
and nonprofits in Region 9, which is the highest number of proposals received by any Region.  The proposals 
will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months and the national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-1821) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  Last week Philips submitted a workplan for EPA review and approval, 
proposing a groundwater in-situ bioremediation (ISB) treatability study (enhanced reductive dechlorination) in 
the Philips Operable Unit.  The purpose of the study will be to evaluate the efficacy of ISB to reduce the high 
concentrations of TCE in the former Philips source areas (with greater than 10,000 ug/L TCE).  It is these 
source areas that are driving the vapor intrusion risk for the nearby residential 
neighborhood.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050) 
 
Triple Site Offsite Operable Unit:  EPA has begun mailing out VI mitigation plans to property owners for 
their review and approval.  This week we will begin meeting with owners to discuss the proposed mitigation 
approaches and obtain their approval to proceed.  We are also preparing an updated fact sheet for the 
community, which describes the expansion of the testing area and EPA’s plans for a “step-out” sampling event 
in the spring.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance.  On January 18, 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On January 20, we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 
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respect to the incident.  SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam.  Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 
are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for January 25.  (Contact:  Dane Shane, x2-3037)
 
Northeast Church Rock and Quivira Mine Sites:  Priscilla Tom and Mark Ripperda will join staff from 
Region 6 to host a groundwater forum for the community in Gallup on Saturday.  The discussions will focus on 
impacts to both shallow and deep groundwater from the mine sites and mill site.  (Contact: Mark Ripperada, x2-
3028) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 21, Lily Lee was requested to present at the 
Bayview Hunters Point EJ Taskforce meeting.  The task force has requested a general overview of cleanup, 
plans to leave some contamination in place, measures to ensure dust suppression and other pollution associated 
with remediation, and construction work for the large scale development project are adequate to protect public 
health and the environment.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area (South Gate, CA):  The second round of Vapor Intrusion sampling starts 
January 20.  Approximately eight structures will be targeted for indoor air sampling.  (Contact:  Heather Parker, 
x2-3112 or Romie Duarte, x4-1801) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar:  Brownfields staff will participate in a webinar on January 20 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on Brownfields 
resources and technical assistance.  The webinar is focused on sharing federal and state resources that could 
assist organizations looking for funding to create new health access points in under-served communities.  The 
Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert under-utilized properties, containing known 
or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged communities, such as health 
clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-
1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU:  On January 14, Judge Manuel L. Real entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA 
Consent Decree.  This CD provides for performance of the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as 
settlement of all OU1 costs and outstanding site-wide costs (incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL 
listing phases).  Shell will be submitting payment for past costs within 60 days, amounting to $1.2 million, to be 
deposited into the Del Amo Special Account.  (Contact:  Dante.Rodriguez, x2-3166 or Sarah Mueller, x2-3953)
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  Project team staff participated in a call arranged by OCR on January 19 
with the DC and District staff of Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) to brief them on the proposed listing of the 
Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL.  Also presented was the work EPA is doing to address concerns at the 
Eureka Smelter Site.  In addition, the final response to an incoming letter from Nevada Senator Reid expressing 
his support of EPA’s proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine to the NPL was signed by the Regional 
Administrator on January 14.  [Contacts:  Dave Seter, x2-3250; Dante Rodriguez, x2-3166; and Eugenia Chow, 
x2-3160) 
 
Alameda Naval Air Station:  The Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD) for Operable Unit 1, Site 16 
groundwater was signed this week.  The ESD revises the conceptual site model to remove ingestion of the site 
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groundwater as an exposure pathway, per recent Water Board action; and confirms the protectiveness of the 
vapor intrusion pathway for the intended commercial/industrial reuse.  Residential development would be 
allowed with agency-approved vapor control systems.  (Contact:  Chris Lichens, x2-3149) 
 
Palos Verdes Shelf Superfund Site:  On January 21, in support of the Site Institutional Control Program, RPM 
Ramsey is traveling to Los Angeles to participate in an Angler Educational Outreach Workshop.  This 
Workshop was recommended by EPA in order to review and reassess angler outreach techniques, messages, 
and data collection efforts with key Fish Contamination Education Collaborative (FCEC) Angler Outreach 
partners including Heal the Bay and Cabrillo Marine Aquarium.  (Contact:  Phillip Ramsey, x2-3006) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On January 21, Johnstone represented the Region at a planning 
meeting, with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for 
the 2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning 
Center.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 28, at 12:00 p.m., Greenaction and other 
nonprofit organizations plan to protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office, a half a block from 
EPA’s Office.  They are protesting against Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval 
Shipyard Superfund site.  They are concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and 
gentrification.  In addition, the groups plan to protest at EPA at 12:45 pm.  All employees will receive a 
message with more details before the event.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
ADEQ MSCA:  EPA management and staff will meet with ADEQ to discuss Site status and MSCA issues. 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27):  EPA will making an Executive 
Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 attendees 
representing industry, first responders and government agencies.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency Preparedness 
conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we are bringing together 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal agencies (Pipeline Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of Homeland Security) and state agencies 
(California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California Environmental Protection Agency) for 
discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety 
and Security.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
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Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the EPA/ADEQ Annual MSCA Meeting in 
Phoenix, AZ, on January 28-29.  Nancy Lindsay is acting. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
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House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
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WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:47 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: FW: EPA statement

I can also send you the PIO list from the G‐share on Aliso.. 
kelly 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 11:56 AM 
To: 'Alexander, Brad@CalOES' <Brad.Alexander@CalOES.ca.gov> 
Subject: EPA statement 
 
Hi Brad – Just wanted to loop you in on the statement EPA is using for queries on the SoCalGas natural gas leak issue. 
Please let me know if there’s other information I can provide. 
 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
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Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:46 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: FW: Emissions info

FYI 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:25 PM 
To: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: Emissions info 
 
Here’s what I’ve been sending to reporters who have asked about emissions data. Let me know if you need anything 
further. 
Kelly 
 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso 
Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are 
below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is 
the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
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Social Media:                          
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 9:24 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak

Right – Sending the letter seems appropriate 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 9:01 AM 
To: Harris‐Bishop, Rusty <Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak 

 
We can tell them this response had the latest on our end and leave it at that. We likely wouldn't be talking about 
it any further considering it's an open investigation at this point.  
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:59 AM, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes I think the Sherman letter has the relevant information. Jeremy Johnstone is working in this 
issue with the State agencies but he's out until Monday.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:49 AM, Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
wrote: 

I believe so unless Rusty knows otherwise. I think we should use the Shermann 
letter as a response for consistency of messaging.  
 
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:46 AM, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYI…The WashPo article below is generating more press calls. Nahal and 
Rusty, who is our expert on this? Our response in writing would be 
along the lines of the response letter to Congr. Sherman last week, 
right? 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
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From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
[mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:05 AM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hi Bill, 
  
I cover energy for Bloomberg News in 
Washington, D.C. I'm wondering if anyone 
from EPA's Region 9 office is available 
today to talk about the gas leak in 
California. (story attached.) I've also 
reached out to HQ here.  
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

 
New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in 
L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
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impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors 
already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
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the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:04 PM
To: Glenn, William; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Hi All – I would ask that you vet the inquiries to see if they can be handled by OPA directly.  OPA can steer people to 
FEMA, LA County Public Health or other agencies as easy as we can.  Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM 
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
 
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
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Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
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_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
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I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 

 
 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
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Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta [mailto:audio.roro@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
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To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
 
 
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:31 AM
To: Harrison, Melissa; Mogharabi, Nahal; Keener, Bill
Cc: Press
Subject: Re: request from Bloomberg News

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:21 AM, "Harrison, Melissa" <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> wrote: 

‐reporter 
  
+R9 who handled this question previously b/c it’s primarily a state lead. 
  
Thanks! 
Melissa 
  
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564‐8421 
Mobile: (202) 697‐0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
  

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:59 AM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hello, 
  
I'm trying to find out if EPA has an updated statement/plan of 
action on this gas leak in California, which is still ongoing. 
Story is attached. 
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 
Bloomberg News 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 
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New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
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possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:59 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Maier, Brent; Huitric, Michele; Calvino, Maria Soledad
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak:  Resources from the National Library of 

Medicine (NLM)

Importance: High

FYI 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:38 AM 
To: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Allen, HarryL <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; 
Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Swanson, Karen <swanson.karen@epa.gov>; Holoubek, Helga 
<Holoubek.Helga@epa.gov>; SHOJI, KERRY <SHOJI.KERRY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak: Resources from the National Library of Medicine (NLM) 
Importance: High 

 
Re Aliso Canyon ‐ the National Library of Medicine has issued the info below. 
Might be of interest to you. 
Please let us know if the R9 Library staff can provide additional research for you. 
 
(Thank you Karen Swanson, our librarian colleague in R5 for providing!) 

 
Deborra 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen 
US EPA, Pacific Southwest (Region 9) 
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Toxicology and Environmental Health [mailto:USNLMTEH@public.govdelivery.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:48 AM 
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To: Swanson, Karen <swanson.karen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak: Resources from the National Library of Medicine (NLM) 

 

Several federal agencies are responding to the natural gas leak at the Southern California Gas Company Aliso Canyon Facility that is 
affecting the Porter Ranch neighborhood in Los Angeles. The National Library of Medicine (NLM) Division of Specialized Information 
Services (SIS) provides information on public health aspects of chemical incidents for the benefit of health professionals and 
volunteers who may be responding to an incident and for people living in or concerned about an affected region. 
  

The primary releases from the well are natural gas (methane) and odorants (tertiary butyl mercaptan and 
tetrahydrothiophene). There is also an “oily mist” containing assorted chemicals: benzene, toluene, ethylene, xylene, and 
other organics consistent with oil residues from the former oil drilling facility site. Air sampling has also noted radon and 
hydrogen sulfide. The chemical information below is from National Library of Medicine TOXNET resources: Hazardous 
Substances Data Bank (HSDB); Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS); ChemIDPlus; and Tox Town. 
  

Health Information on Chemical Components of Leak 
  

Main Gas Released: Methane (RN: 74‐82‐8) 
 Hazardous Substances Data Bank (HSDB): http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-

bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+167 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/74-82-8 

Odorant: Tertiary Butyl Mercaptan (RN: 75‐66‐1) 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+1611 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/75-66-1 

Odorant: Tetrahydrothiophene (RN: 110‐01‐0) 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+6122 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/110‐01‐0  

Chemicals in “Oily Mist” 
  

Benzene (RN: 71‐43‐2): 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-
bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+35 

 Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS): http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-
bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0276 

 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/71‐43‐2 
Toluene (RN:108‐88‐3):                                                                                           

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+131 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0118 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/108‐88‐3 

Ethylene (RN:74‐85‐1): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+168 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/74-85-1 

Xylene (RN:1330‐20‐7): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+4500 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0270 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/1330-20-7 
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Additional chemicals found in samples: 
  

Radon (RN: 10043‐92‐2): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+6369 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/10043-92-2 

Hydrogen sulfide (RN:7783-06-4): 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+576 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0061 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/7783-06-4 

Health Resources for the Public from the National Library of Medicine 
  

Tox Town 
 Methane: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=92 

 Oil and Gas Fields: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/locations.php?id=150 

 Natural Gas: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=18 

 Benzene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=5 

 Toluene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=30 

 Radon: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=27 

Tox Town en español 
 Metano: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=93 

 Yacimientos de petróleo y gas: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/locations.php?id=161 

 Gas natural: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=49 

 Benceno: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=37 

 Toluene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=62 

 Radón: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=61 

MedlinePlus 
 Chemical Emergencies: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/chemicalemergencies.html 

 Coping with Disasters: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/copingwithdisasters.html 

MedlinePlus en español 
 Emergencias químicas https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/spanish/chemicalemergencies.html 

 Enfrentarse con desastres: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/spanish/copingwithdisasters.html 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 



2

Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 ‐ Enacted ‐ H.R. 1321: Microbead‐Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D‐CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow‐up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R‐CA‐1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL‐16‐000‐2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D‐NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2015/12/Letter‐to‐Regional‐Administrator‐Jared‐
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8‐hr ozone standard.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:47 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Zito, Kelly
Subject: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak

FYI…The WashPo article below is generating more press calls. Nahal and Rusty, who is our expert on this? Our response 
in writing would be along the lines of the response letter to Congr. Sherman last week, right? 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:05 AM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 

 
Hi Bill, 
 
I cover energy for Bloomberg News in Washington, D.C. I'm wondering if 
anyone from EPA's Region 9 office is available today to talk about the gas 
leak in California. (story attached.) I've also reached out to HQ here.  
 
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
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— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
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The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 2:17 PM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Meer, Daniel; Maier, Brent
Subject: RE: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

On 12/10 Rep. Sherman sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy (attached).  As far as I know it has not yet been 
controlled to the Region for response.  That said, I think that it is accurate to state that Region 9 has started to 
investigate the matter.  I don’t think that we would want to share specifics at this time but there have been 
communications with other regulatory agencies although none yet with SoCalGas. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Harris‐Bishop, Rusty  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 1:56 PM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: KNX News inquiry ‐ ON DEADLINE 

 
Hey Jeremy, have we made a decision about this site?  Can you respond to me and Nahal?  I'm in Southern 
California and want to make sure Nahal can get back to the reporter by deadline.  
 
Rusty  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mogharabi, Nahal" <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Date: December 14, 2015 at 1:50:54 PM PST 
To: "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE 

Can you ask Jeremey about this. I know we were asked to step in, but I’m not sure what has come from 
it.  
  

From: Peschiutta, Claudia N [mailto:claudia.peschiutta@cbsradio.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 12:13 PM 
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To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: KNX News inquiry ‐ ON DEADLINE 
  
Dear Nahal,  
  
Last week, Brad Sherman called on the EPA to launch an investigation into the Porter Ranch gas leak. 
Has the EPA made a decision on this? 
  
Thank you - 
  
Claudia Peschiutta 
Reporter 
CBS Radio Los Angeles 
5670 Wilshire Blvd. #200 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
(323) 228-8230 
@reporterclaudia 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:59 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Maier, Brent; Huitric, Michele; Calvino, Maria Soledad
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak:  Resources from the National Library of 

Medicine (NLM)

Importance: High

FYI 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:38 AM 
To: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Allen, HarryL <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; 
Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Swanson, Karen <swanson.karen@epa.gov>; Holoubek, Helga 
<Holoubek.Helga@epa.gov>; SHOJI, KERRY <SHOJI.KERRY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak: Resources from the National Library of Medicine (NLM) 
Importance: High 

 
Re Aliso Canyon ‐ the National Library of Medicine has issued the info below. 
Might be of interest to you. 
Please let us know if the R9 Library staff can provide additional research for you. 
 
(Thank you Karen Swanson, our librarian colleague in R5 for providing!) 

 
Deborra 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen 
US EPA, Pacific Southwest (Region 9) 
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Toxicology and Environmental Health [mailto:USNLMTEH@public.govdelivery.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:48 AM 
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To: Swanson, Karen <swanson.karen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak: Resources from the National Library of Medicine (NLM) 

 

Several federal agencies are responding to the natural gas leak at the Southern California Gas Company Aliso Canyon Facility that is 
affecting the Porter Ranch neighborhood in Los Angeles. The National Library of Medicine (NLM) Division of Specialized Information 
Services (SIS) provides information on public health aspects of chemical incidents for the benefit of health professionals and 
volunteers who may be responding to an incident and for people living in or concerned about an affected region. 
  

The primary releases from the well are natural gas (methane) and odorants (tertiary butyl mercaptan and 
tetrahydrothiophene). There is also an “oily mist” containing assorted chemicals: benzene, toluene, ethylene, xylene, and 
other organics consistent with oil residues from the former oil drilling facility site. Air sampling has also noted radon and 
hydrogen sulfide. The chemical information below is from National Library of Medicine TOXNET resources: Hazardous 
Substances Data Bank (HSDB); Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS); ChemIDPlus; and Tox Town. 
  

Health Information on Chemical Components of Leak 
  

Main Gas Released: Methane (RN: 74‐82‐8) 
 Hazardous Substances Data Bank (HSDB): http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-

bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+167 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/74-82-8 

Odorant: Tertiary Butyl Mercaptan (RN: 75‐66‐1) 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+1611 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/75-66-1 

Odorant: Tetrahydrothiophene (RN: 110‐01‐0) 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+6122 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/110‐01‐0  

Chemicals in “Oily Mist” 
  

Benzene (RN: 71‐43‐2): 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-
bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+35 

 Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS): http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-
bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0276 

 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/71‐43‐2 
Toluene (RN:108‐88‐3):                                                                                           

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+131 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0118 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/108‐88‐3 

Ethylene (RN:74‐85‐1): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+168 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/74-85-1 

Xylene (RN:1330‐20‐7): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+4500 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0270 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/1330-20-7 
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Additional chemicals found in samples: 
  

Radon (RN: 10043‐92‐2): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+6369 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/10043-92-2 

Hydrogen sulfide (RN:7783-06-4): 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+576 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0061 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/7783-06-4 

Health Resources for the Public from the National Library of Medicine 
  

Tox Town 
 Methane: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=92 

 Oil and Gas Fields: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/locations.php?id=150 

 Natural Gas: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=18 

 Benzene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=5 

 Toluene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=30 

 Radon: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=27 

Tox Town en español 
 Metano: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=93 

 Yacimientos de petróleo y gas: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/locations.php?id=161 

 Gas natural: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=49 

 Benceno: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=37 

 Toluene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=62 

 Radón: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=61 

MedlinePlus 
 Chemical Emergencies: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/chemicalemergencies.html 

 Coping with Disasters: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/copingwithdisasters.html 

MedlinePlus en español 
 Emergencias químicas https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/spanish/chemicalemergencies.html 

 Enfrentarse con desastres: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/spanish/copingwithdisasters.html 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 



2

Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 ‐ Enacted ‐ H.R. 1321: Microbead‐Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D‐CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow‐up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R‐CA‐1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL‐16‐000‐2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D‐NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2015/12/Letter‐to‐Regional‐Administrator‐Jared‐
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8‐hr ozone standard.    
 
 

 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:47 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Zito, Kelly
Subject: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak

FYI…The WashPo article below is generating more press calls. Nahal and Rusty, who is our expert on this? Our response 
in writing would be along the lines of the response letter to Congr. Sherman last week, right? 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:05 AM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 

 
Hi Bill, 
 
I cover energy for Bloomberg News in Washington, D.C. I'm wondering if 
anyone from EPA's Region 9 office is available today to talk about the gas 
leak in California. (story attached.) I've also reached out to HQ here.  
 
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
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— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
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The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 2:17 PM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Meer, Daniel; Maier, Brent
Subject: RE: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

On 12/10 Rep. Sherman sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy (attached).  As far as I know it has not yet been 
controlled to the Region for response.  That said, I think that it is accurate to state that Region 9 has started to 
investigate the matter.  I don’t think that we would want to share specifics at this time but there have been 
communications with other regulatory agencies although none yet with SoCalGas. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Harris‐Bishop, Rusty  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 1:56 PM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: KNX News inquiry ‐ ON DEADLINE 

 
Hey Jeremy, have we made a decision about this site?  Can you respond to me and Nahal?  I'm in Southern 
California and want to make sure Nahal can get back to the reporter by deadline.  
 
Rusty  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mogharabi, Nahal" <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Date: December 14, 2015 at 1:50:54 PM PST 
To: "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE 

Can you ask Jeremey about this. I know we were asked to step in, but I’m not sure what has come from 
it.  
  

From: Peschiutta, Claudia N [mailto:claudia.peschiutta@cbsradio.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 12:13 PM 
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To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: KNX News inquiry ‐ ON DEADLINE 
  
Dear Nahal,  
  
Last week, Brad Sherman called on the EPA to launch an investigation into the Porter Ranch gas leak. 
Has the EPA made a decision on this? 
  
Thank you - 
  
Claudia Peschiutta 
Reporter 
CBS Radio Los Angeles 
5670 Wilshire Blvd. #200 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
(323) 228-8230 
@reporterclaudia 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 1:06 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon

I’m not sure who the lawyer is . . . and I don’t know that we’ve received any documents yet.  But I’ll check with Jeremy 
and see what he can tell me . . .  
 
Rusty 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:45 PM 
To: Harris‐Bishop, Rusty <Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon 
Importance: High 
 
Who is the lawyer on this?  Can we provide the documents provided so far to the reporter so that he doesn’t have to go 
through FOIA? 
 
Bill/Kelly, FYI. 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
 
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 information 
request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony 
 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
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U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 9:00 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly
Subject: Re: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak

Yes I think the Sherman letter has the relevant information. Jeremy Johnstone is working in this issue with the 
State agencies but he's out until Monday.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:49 AM, Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

I believe so unless Rusty knows otherwise. I think we should use the Shermann letter as a 
response for consistency of messaging.  
 
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:46 AM, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYI…The WashPo article below is generating more press calls. Nahal and Rusty, who is 
our expert on this? Our response in writing would be along the lines of the response 
letter to Congr. Sherman last week, right? 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
  

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
[mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:05 AM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hi Bill, 
  
I cover energy for Bloomberg News in Washington, D.C. 
I'm wondering if anyone from EPA's Region 9 office is 
available today to talk about the gas leak in 
California. (story attached.) I've also reached out to 
HQ here.  
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 
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Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

 
New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
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About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
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For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 9:47 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

We aren't responding to this incident. We've been notified but nobody is assigned to it and we don't have a CIC 
to respond. Here is what I got about this:   
 

So Cal Edison uses abandoned wells at this old oil field near the Santa Susana Mts for methane 
storage.  They pump methane down these wells and then use it as they need it.  Apparently one 
of their wells blew out and is uncontrolled.  They are digging a relief well to try to kill this 
well.  DOGGR has issued an order and is all over it, as is SCAQMD and LA County fire. 

 
So I would suggest she speak with someone from one of these organizations. If you want I'll respond to her but 
I'll direct her to the other agencies.  
 
Rusty  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Nov 24, 2015, at 9:31 AM, Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Lady is following up again. She's a member of the public. Can you have someone respond to her 
please. 
 
Thanks! 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Fariborz, Poopak   
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2015 6:49 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hello, 
Following-up again.  Appreciate a response. 
Thanks. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
 
 
 
----------------------------- 
This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for whom it is 
intended. It may contain Mattel confidential and/or trade secret information. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you should not copy, distribute or use this information for any purpose, and 
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you should delete this message and inform the sender immediately. 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Fariborz, Poopak 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 12:53 PM 
To: 'mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov' 
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
 
Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 23, 2015 and 
the oily mist released on Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a 
large residential neighborhood that houses an elementary school and a K-8th School, both being 
affected by the gas, additive and oily mist being released by the So Cal Gas 
Company.   According to the Gas Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public 
safety, however, are there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its 
effect, specifically on children? Thirty days is a long period to breath in chemicals. 
 
I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter Ranch, if yes, is 
there a desk statement that you can provide to the residence of Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA 
issued any immediate next steps to the Gas Company?  If yes, would you please share such next 
steps with our community. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
 
Thank you. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Oh and k didn't get anything from Enrique.  
 
Rusty 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Nov 20, 2015, at 2:11 PM, Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

I just got this in from a community resident. Dates she's referring to seem to be different, but 
same location of the methane release Enrique just forwarded emails about. 
 
Not sure who the CIC is or how we want to respond.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Nahal 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fariborz, Poopak"  
Date: November 20, 2015 at 12:52:44 PM PST 
To: "mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov" <mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 

Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
 
Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 
23, 2015 and the oily mist released on Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter 
Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a large residential neighborhood that houses an 
elementary school and a K-8th School, both being affected by the gas, additive 
and oily mist being released by the So Cal Gas Company.   According to the Gas 
Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public safety, however, are 
there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its effect, 
specifically on children? Thirty days is a long period to breath in chemicals. 
 
I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter 
Ranch, if yes, is there a desk statement that you can provide to the residence of 
Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA issued any immediate next steps to the Gas 
Company?  If yes, would you please share such next steps with our community. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
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Thank you. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
 
 
 
----------------------------- 
This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for 
whom it is intended. It may contain Mattel confidential and/or trade secret 
information. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not copy, distribute 
or use this information for any purpose, and you should delete this message and 
inform the sender immediately. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

I don't know anything about this. Sarah Cafasso is our removal CIC. I'll check with her and Craig and Harry.  
 
Rusty 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Nov 20, 2015, at 2:11 PM, Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

I just got this in from a community resident. Dates she's referring to seem to be different, but 
same location of the methane release Enrique just forwarded emails about. 
 
Not sure who the CIC is or how we want to respond.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Nahal 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fariborz, Poopak"  
Date: November 20, 2015 at 12:52:44 PM PST 
To: "mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov" <mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 

Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
 
Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 
23, 2015 and the oily mist released on Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter 
Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a large residential neighborhood that houses an 
elementary school and a K-8th School, both being affected by the gas, additive 
and oily mist being released by the So Cal Gas Company.   According to the Gas 
Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public safety, however, are 
there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its effect, 
specifically on children? Thirty days is a long period to breath in chemicals. 
 
I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter 
Ranch, if yes, is there a desk statement that you can provide to the residence of 
Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA issued any immediate next steps to the Gas 
Company?  If yes, would you please share such next steps with our community. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
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Thank you. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
 
 
 
----------------------------- 
This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for 
whom it is intended. It may contain Mattel confidential and/or trade secret 
information. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not copy, distribute 
or use this information for any purpose, and you should delete this message and 
inform the sender immediately. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:21 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Hi Dan, 
 
That’s our goal – my thought was to include you just so you (or someone in the program) would have awareness of the 
kinds of requests that are coming to the Agency.  If you’d rather, we can just let you know about the stickiest ones. 
 
Bill 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:04 PM 
To: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Gaudario, Abigail 
<Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi All – I would ask that you vet the inquiries to see if they can be handled by OPA directly.  OPA can steer people to 
FEMA, LA County Public Health or other agencies as easy as we can.  Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM 
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
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Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
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Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
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Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
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Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
 
 
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 



7

We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
 
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
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Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 
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Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta [   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 



4

VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 

 
 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
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I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
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by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
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Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Fariborz, Poopak
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2015 6:49 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: RE: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Hello, 
Following‐up again.  Appreciate a response. 
Thanks. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for whom it is intended. It may contain 
Mattel confidential and/or trade secret information. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not copy, 
distribute or use this information for any purpose, and you should delete this message and inform the sender 
immediately. 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Fariborz, Poopak 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 12:53 PM 
To: 'mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov' 
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas ‐ Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
 
Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 23, 2015 and the oily mist released on 
Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a large residential neighborhood that houses an 
elementary school and a K‐8th School, both being affected by the gas, additive and oily mist being released by the So Cal 
Gas Company.   According to the Gas Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public safety, however, are 
there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its effect, specifically on children? Thirty days is 
a long period to breath in chemicals. 
 
I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter Ranch, if yes, is there a desk statement 
that you can provide to the residence of Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA issued any immediate next steps to the Gas 
Company?  If yes, would you please share such next steps with our community. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
 
Thank you. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Fariborz, Poopak 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 12:53 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
 
Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 23, 2015 and the oily mist released on 
Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a large residential neighborhood that houses an 
elementary school and a K‐8th School, both being affected by the gas, additive and oily mist being released by the So Cal 
Gas Company.   According to the Gas Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public safety, however, are 
there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its effect, specifically on children? Thirty days is 
a long period to breath in chemicals. 
 
I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter Ranch, if yes, is there a desk statement 
that you can provide to the residence of Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA issued any immediate next steps to the Gas 
Company?  If yes, would you please share such next steps with our community. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
 
Thank you. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for whom it is intended. It may contain 
Mattel confidential and/or trade secret information. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not copy, 
distribute or use this information for any purpose, and you should delete this message and inform the sender 
immediately. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) <bwingfield3@bloomberg.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 11:33 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: Re:FW: request from Bloomberg News
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Hi Nahal, 
 
Do you know whether we're the only news outlet that has a copy of these 
documents? I haven't seen them mentioned anywhere so far. 
 
Thanks, 
Brian 
 
From: MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV At: Dec 29 2015 13:52:34 
To: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
Subject: Re:FW: request from Bloomberg News 

Hi Brian,  

  

I was forwarded your email below by my colleagues in our HQ offices. Attached is a copy of a letter EPA 
sent to Representative Brad Sherman that outlines EPA’s actions related to this issue. I’m also attaching 
an information request letter EPA issued to the company. 

  

As you know the state is the lead on this and The Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources recently 
issued two orders. You can find those orders in the “hot topics” section of their webpage 
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dog. 

  

Best, 

  

Nahal 

  

  

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
[mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:59 AM 
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To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 

  

Hello, 

  

I'm trying to find out if EPA has an updated 
statement/plan of action on this gas leak in 
California, which is still ongoing. Story is attached. 

  

Thanks, 

Brian Wingfield 

Bloomberg News 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

 

New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
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trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
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environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Barboza, Tony <Tony.Barboza@latimes.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 6:19 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon

Nahal, 
 
Did EPA make an independent determination that the entire response is confidential business information as the 
company claims? Or does the company asserting such a claim on its own shield these records from public disclosure? 
 
I ask because page 2 of EPA’s letter says “information subject to a business confidentiality claim may be available to the 
public only to the extent set forth in the above‐cited regulation.” That seems to suggest there are ways the information 
can be released. 
 
Could you explain? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony  
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:38 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony, 
 
I looked into this. At this stage, Southern California Gas Company's entire response to U.S. EPA's Clean Air Act 114 
information request regarding the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak is covered by its confidential business information (CBI) 
claim and therefore EPA is unable to provide copies of their response either informally or in response to a Freedom of 
Information Act request. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Nahal 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
 
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 information 
request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
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Thanks, 
 
Tony 
 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
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Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Barboza, Tony <Tony.Barboza@latimes.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon

Hi Nahal, 
 
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
 
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 information 
request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony 
 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
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From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 11:39 AM
To: Bill Keener
Subject: AC Statements
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Hi Bill, 
 
Here is everything I’ve used so far for various inquiries. 
 
Attached: Response to initial Sherman letter, Information request letter sent to the company. 
 
Desk Statement: U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
Response for those looking for information on the methane leak. Since California agencies are leading the response to 
the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for 
emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below. You can find information on emissions from 
the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the incident: 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx. On this site, you can find links to the latest report on 
estimated Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aliso_canyon/aliso_canyon_natural_gas_leak_updates‐
sa_flights_thru_dec_23_2015.pdf as well as Community Methane Monitoring: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aliso_canyon/community_methane_monitoring.htm   
 
CARB contact: 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 
Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
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Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
Nahal Mogharabi 
Public Affairs Specialist 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency | Los Angeles 
D: 213-244-1815| C: 213-514-4361| E:mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov    
 































1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:19 AM
To: Barboza, Tony
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon

Hi Tony, 
 
The company is the one that asserts CBI.  
 
Information can be released if the company retracts their CBI claim. 
 
Does that make sense? 
 
Nahal 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 6:20 PM, "Barboza, Tony" <Tony.Barboza@latimes.com> wrote: 

Nahal, 
  
Did EPA make an independent determination that the entire response is confidential business 
information as the company claims? Or does the company asserting such a claim on its own shield these 
records from public disclosure? 
  
I ask because page 2 of EPA’s letter says “information subject to a business confidentiality claim may be 
available to the public only to the extent set forth in the above‐cited regulation.” That seems to suggest 
there are ways the information can be released. 
  
Could you explain? 
  
Thanks, 
  
Tony  
  

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:38 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Tony, 
  
I looked into this. At this stage, Southern California Gas Company's entire response to U.S. EPA's Clean 
Air Act 114 information request regarding the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak is covered by its confidential 
business information (CBI) claim and therefore EPA is unable to provide copies of their response either 
informally or in response to a Freedom of Information Act request. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Nahal 
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From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Nahal, 
  
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
  
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 
information request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Tony 
  
  

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Tony,  
  
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
  
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern 
California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to 
Southern California Gas Company (attached) for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive 
additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this 
information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
  
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division 
of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the 
County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest 
information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
  
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
  
Hope all is well. Best, 
  
Nahal 
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From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Nahal, 
  
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I 
haven’t heard much and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
  
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 7:04 PM
To: Keener, Bill
Cc: Zito, Kelly
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon

Bill, See Tony's follow up below.  
 
Can you send me the CBI terminology and anything else that will help explain it to him. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Nahal 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Barboza, Tony" <Tony.Barboza@latimes.com> 
Date: January 14, 2016 at 6:18:57 PM PST 
To: "Mogharabi, Nahal" <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 

Nahal, 
  
Did EPA make an independent determination that the entire response is confidential business 
information as the company claims? Or does the company asserting such a claim on its own shield these 
records from public disclosure? 
  
I ask because page 2 of EPA’s letter says “information subject to a business confidentiality claim may be 
available to the public only to the extent set forth in the above‐cited regulation.” That seems to suggest 
there are ways the information can be released. 
  
Could you explain? 
  
Thanks, 
  
Tony  
  

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:38 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Tony, 
  
I looked into this. At this stage, Southern California Gas Company's entire response to U.S. EPA's Clean 
Air Act 114 information request regarding the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak is covered by its confidential 
business information (CBI) claim and therefore EPA is unable to provide copies of their response either 
informally or in response to a Freedom of Information Act request. 
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Thanks, 
  
Nahal 
  

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Nahal, 
  
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
  
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 
information request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Tony 
  
  

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Tony,  
  
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
  
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern 
California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to 
Southern California Gas Company (attached) for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive 
additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this 
information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
  
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division 
of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the 
County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest 
information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
  
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
  
Hope all is well. Best, 
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Nahal 
  
  

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
  
Hi Nahal, 
  
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I 
haven’t heard much and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
  
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:38 PM
To: Barboza, Tony
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon

Hi Tony, 
 
I looked into this. At this stage, Southern California Gas Company's entire response to U.S. EPA's Clean Air Act 114 
information request regarding the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak is covered by its confidential business information (CBI) 
claim and therefore EPA is unable to provide copies of their response either informally or in response to a Freedom of 
Information Act request. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Nahal 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
 
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 information 
request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony 
 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
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of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 4:16 PM
To: Panzar, Javier
Subject: RE: L.A. Times: EPA role in Porter Ranch

Got it. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California 
Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On 
Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas 
Company (attached) for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently 
reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming 
days.  After completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators 
already active on the scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of 
Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County 
of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest 
information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Thanks! 
 
Nahal 
 
 
 

From: Panzar, Javier [mailto:Javier.Panzar@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:40 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: L.A. Times: EPA role in Porter Ranch 

 
Hey,  
 
Happy new year!  
 
We are not working on the same story but feel free to forward that along. I cover politics now and there are a bunch of 
local electeds arguing over the role of the EPA so I wanted to know what 1) you all are doing 2) how much of  the site 
and the leak falls under federal jurisdiction.   
 
- Javier  
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From: Mogharabi, Nahal [MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV] 
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 5:38 PM 
To: Panzar, Javier 
Subject: RE: L.A. Times: EPA role in Porter Ranch 

Hi Javier, 
  
Happy New Year! Hope all is well with you. I just answered this same question from Tony Barboza. Are you guys working 
together. Would you like me to forward you what I sent him? 
  
Let me know. 
  
Thanks! 
  
  

From: Panzar, Javier [mailto:Javier.Panzar@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:30 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: L.A. Times: EPA role in Porter Ranch 
  
Hey Nahal,  
  
I hope you are doing well. Feel free to call me when you get the chance. Can you tell me what the EPA's role is right now 
in responding to the Porter Ranch gas leak?  
  
Take care, 
  
  
Javier Panzar 
Los Angeles Times 
213-237-7090  
213-257-4083  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:37 PM
To: LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon - request from LA Times

FYI. Here is what I’m sending him.  
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 3:24 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon ‐ request from LA Times 
 
 
  
At this stage, Southern California Gas Company's entire response to U.S. EPA's Clean Air Act 114 information request 
regarding the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak is covered by its confidential business information (CBI) claim and therefore 
EPA is unable to provide copies of their response either informally or in response to a Freedom of Information Act 
request. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:45 PM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Cc: ZITO, KELLY; Bill Keener
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon

Importance: High

Who is the lawyer on this?  Can we provide the documents provided so far to the reporter so that he doesn’t have to go 
through FOIA? 
 
Bill/Kelly, FYI. 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
 
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 information 
request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony 
 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
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As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:43 PM
To: Barboza, Tony
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon

Let me check to see if I can get them for you.  
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
 
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 information 
request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony 
 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
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Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM
To: Barboza, Tony
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon
Attachments: Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
 
Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
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Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:21 PM
To: Asher.Klein@nbcuni.com
Subject: FW: NBC LA: California methane gas leak questions

Hi Asher, 
 
I was forwarded your information by Bill and wanted to send along some information.  
 
Regarding your questions about U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response I wanted to share 
the below:  
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
Regarding your questions on methane leaks. Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak 
at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, 
monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the 
California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the incident: 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx. On this site, you can find links to the latest report on 
estimated Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aliso_canyon/aliso_canyon_natural_gas_leak_updates‐
sa_flights_thru_dec_23_2015.pdf as well as Community Methane Monitoring: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aliso_canyon/community_methane_monitoring.htm   
 
CARB contact: 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 
Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 
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Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Klein, Asher (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Asher.Klein@nbcuni.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 1:34 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: NBC LA: California methane gas leak questions 

 
Hi Bill,  
 
I’m working with NBC Los Angeles to cover the methane gas storage well leak in Porter Ranch, now being treated as an 
emergency in California.  
 
I have plenty of questions, but here are a few:  

 Does the EPA know how much methane has been leaking from this well? Is there an impact  
 Has there ever been a methane link of this size in the U.S.?  
 Is the EPA involved at all in the cleanup, or on enforcing methane regulations? 

Feel free to give me a call at the office number below. I’m here until 8 p.m. Pacific. 
 
—  
Asher Klein 
Local News Editor 
Local Integrated Media 
NBC Owned Television Stations 
O: 212‐664‐7098 
M: 347‐843‐3925 
asher.klein@nbcuni.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:43 AM
To: Zito, Kelly
Subject: RE: Emissions info

I found it! 
 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:46 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: FW: Emissions info 
 
FYI 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:25 PM 
To: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: Emissions info 
 
Here’s what I’ve been sending to reporters who have asked about emissions data. Let me know if you need anything 
further. 
Kelly 
 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso 
Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are 
below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is 
the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 
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Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:53 AM
To: LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Subject: RE: Heads-up: Friday eve meeting
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Here are the two letters 
 
One is the letter we sent to Sherman's office, the other is the information request that we sent to the company. 
 
Below is the statement: 
 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
Let me know if you need anything else.  
 
Thanks!! 
 
Nahal 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:49 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: FW: Heads‐up: Friday eve meeting 
 
Hey Nahal ‐ can you get me copies of our two Aliso Canyon letters and a copy of the desk statement? 
 
Thx 
 
slj 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
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From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:37 AM 
To: LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN <Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Heads‐up: Friday eve meeting 
 
Great ‐ and Nahal has the two letters we've sent out and our desk statement... 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Jan 13, 2016, at 8:11 AM, "LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 
>  
> I'll be out of the office this afternoon ... let's catch up tomorrow.  I'll send a message to Superfund, Enforcement and 
Air to see if they can provide me with summaries of their engagement and any anticipated future actions. 
>  
> slj 
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Zito, Kelly  
> Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 7:46 AM 
> To: LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN <Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov> 
> Subject: Re: Heads‐up: Friday eve meeting 
>  
> Will do ‐ I'm tied up on a site visit until around 2:30... Can call you then. 
> Kelly 
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
>  
>> On Jan 12, 2016, at 8:29 PM, "LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 
>>  
>> Thanks Kelly.  I can cover this.  Can you help me get up to speed on everything we've been doing?  I've been tracking 
but am not fully informed of all of our engagement or plans for action. 
>>  
>> Let's talk tomorrow morning, if you're available.  I'm free except between 9 and 10am. 
>>  
>> Thanks! 
>>  
>> slj 
>>  
>> Sent from my iPhone 
>>  
>>> On Jan 12, 2016, at 6:01 PM, Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> wrote: 
>>>  
>>> Hi Steven ‐ California Office of Emergency Services is convening a community meeting Friday evening at 7 pm at the 
Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch. After discussing with Jared and Alexis,  I think they hoped that you could 
attend. My understanding is that it's a two hour meeting with a panel of involved agencies, followed by a public Q&A. 
I'm not sure EPA would participate in the panel, but it may be good to have a representative there to observe and report 
out. I can chat with you about other details tomorrow. 
>>> Thanks‐ 
>>> Kelly 
>>>  
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:58 PM
To: Zito, Kelly
Subject: Re: Emissions info

Great, thanks! 
 
Nahal 
 
On Jan 11, 2016, at 12:46 PM, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

FYI 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:25 PM 
To: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: Emissions info 
  
Here’s what I’ve been sending to reporters who have asked about emissions data. Let me know if you 
need anything further. 
Kelly 
  
  
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas 
Company’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, 
characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled 
from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions 
— a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, 
airplanes and satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes 
of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is 
composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is 
in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such 
as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts 
can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to 
quantify the methane release rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration 
with the research community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and 
an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view 
the page on Community Methane Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 11:52 AM
To: Brian Wingfield
Subject: RE: Re:FW: request from Bloomberg News

Hi Brian, 
 
No, a local station here in LA KNX Radio also has a copy.  
 
Thanks,  
 
Nahal 
 

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 11:33 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re:FW: request from Bloomberg News 

 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Do you know whether we're the only news outlet that has a copy of these 
documents? I haven't seen them mentioned anywhere so far. 
 
Thanks, 
Brian 
 
From: MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV At: Dec 29 2015 13:52:34 
To: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
Subject: Re:FW: request from Bloomberg News 

Hi Brian,  

  

I was forwarded your email below by my colleagues in our HQ offices. Attached is a copy of a letter EPA 
sent to Representative Brad Sherman that outlines EPA’s actions related to this issue. I’m also attaching 
an information request letter EPA issued to the company. 

  

As you know the state is the lead on this and The Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources recently 
issued two orders. You can find those orders in the “hot topics” section of their webpage 
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dog. 

  

Best, 
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Nahal 

  

  

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
[mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:59 AM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 

  

Hello, 

  

I'm trying to find out if EPA has an updated 
statement/plan of action on this gas leak in 
California, which is still ongoing. Story is attached. 

  

Thanks, 

Brian Wingfield 

Bloomberg News 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

 

New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
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The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
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for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:52 AM
To: bwingfield3@bloomberg.net
Subject: FW: request from Bloomberg News
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Hi Brian,  
 
I was forwarded your email below by my colleagues in our HQ offices. Attached is a copy of a letter EPA sent to 
Representative Brad Sherman that outlines EPA’s actions related to this issue. I’m also attaching an information request 
letter EPA issued to the company. 
 
As you know the state is the lead on this and The Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources recently issued two 
orders. You can find those orders in the “hot topics” section of their webpage http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dog. 
 
Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:59 AM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hello, 
  
I'm trying to find out if EPA has an updated statement/plan of 
action on this gas leak in California, which is still ongoing. 
Story is attached. 
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 
Bloomberg News 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
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Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
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so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 9:01 AM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Cc: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly
Subject: Re: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak

We can tell them this response had the latest on our end and leave it at that. We likely wouldn't be talking about 
it any further considering it's an open investigation at this point.  
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:59 AM, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes I think the Sherman letter has the relevant information. Jeremy Johnstone is working in this 
issue with the State agencies but he's out until Monday.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:49 AM, Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
wrote: 

I believe so unless Rusty knows otherwise. I think we should use the Shermann 
letter as a response for consistency of messaging.  
 
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:46 AM, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYI…The WashPo article below is generating more press calls. Nahal and 
Rusty, who is our expert on this? Our response in writing would be 
along the lines of the response letter to Congr. Sherman last week, 
right? 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
  

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
[mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:05 AM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hi Bill, 
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I cover energy for Bloomberg News in 
Washington, D.C. I'm wondering if anyone 
from EPA's Region 9 office is available 
today to talk about the gas leak in 
California. (story attached.) I've also 
reached out to HQ here.  
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

 
New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in 
L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
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it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors 
already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
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sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:49 AM
To: Keener, Bill
Cc: Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Zito, Kelly
Subject: Re: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak

I believe so unless Rusty knows otherwise. I think we should use the Shermann letter as a response for 
consistency of messaging.  
 
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:46 AM, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYI…The WashPo article below is generating more press calls. Nahal and Rusty, who is our expert on 
this? Our response in writing would be along the lines of the response letter to Congr. Sherman last 
week, right? 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
  

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:05 AM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hi Bill, 
  
I cover energy for Bloomberg News in Washington, D.C. I'm 
wondering if anyone from EPA's Region 9 office is available 
today to talk about the gas leak in California. (story 
attached.) I've also reached out to HQ here.  
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 
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New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
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"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
 
-0- Dec/24/2015 14:40 GMT 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 1:50 PM
To: Fariborz, Poopak
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Hi Poopak, 
 
Thank you for your patience as I was looking into this. 
 
EPA is not the appropriate agency to answer your questions. DOGGR, SCAQMD and LA County fire are the agencies that 
could answer your questions. 
 
Let me know if you need contacts for any of the agencies. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Nahal 
 
> On Nov 23, 2015, at 6:49 PM, "Fariborz, Poopak"   wrote: 
>  
> Hello, 
> Following‐up again.  Appreciate a response. 
> Thanks. 
> Best, 
> Poopak Fariborz 
>  
>  
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
> This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for whom it is intended. It may contain 
Mattel confidential and/or trade secret information. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not copy, 
distribute or use this information for any purpose, and you should delete this message and inform the sender 
immediately. 
>  
>  
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Fariborz, Poopak 
> Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 12:53 PM 
> To: 'mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov' 
> Subject: Re: SoCal Gas ‐ Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
>  
> Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
>  
> Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 23, 2015 and the oily mist released 
on Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a large residential neighborhood that houses an 
elementary school and a K‐8th School, both being affected by the gas, additive and oily mist being released by the So Cal 
Gas Company.   According to the Gas Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public safety, however, are 
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there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its effect, specifically on children? Thirty days is 
a long period to breath in chemicals. 
>  
> I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter Ranch, if yes, is there a desk statement
that you can provide to the residence of Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA issued any immediate next steps to the Gas 
Company?  If yes, would you please share such next steps with our community. 
>  
> Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
>  
> Thank you. 
> Best, 
> Poopak Fariborz 
>  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 9:31 AM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: FW: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Lady is following up again. She's a member of the public. Can you have someone respond to her please. 
 
Thanks! 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Fariborz, Poopak [   
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2015 6:49 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Re: SoCal Gas ‐ Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hello, 
Following‐up again.  Appreciate a response. 
Thanks. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for whom it is intended. It may contain 
Mattel confidential and/or trade secret information. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not copy, 
distribute or use this information for any purpose, and you should delete this message and inform the sender 
immediately. 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Fariborz, Poopak 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 12:53 PM 
To: 'mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov' 
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas ‐ Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
 
Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 23, 2015 and the oily mist released on 
Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a large residential neighborhood that houses an 
elementary school and a K‐8th School, both being affected by the gas, additive and oily mist being released by the So Cal 
Gas Company.   According to the Gas Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public safety, however, are 
there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its effect, specifically on children? Thirty days is 
a long period to breath in chemicals. 
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I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter Ranch, if yes, is there a desk statement 
that you can provide to the residence of Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA issued any immediate next steps to the Gas 
Company?  If yes, would you please share such next steps with our community. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
 
Thank you. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mogharabi, Nahal
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 2:11 PM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Fwd: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

I just got this in from a community resident. Dates she's referring to seem to be different, but same location of 
the methane release Enrique just forwarded emails about. 
 
Not sure who the CIC is or how we want to respond.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Nahal 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fariborz, Poopak"  
Date: November 20, 2015 at 12:52:44 PM PST 
To: "mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov" <mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: SoCal Gas - Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 

Dear Ms. Mogharabi, 
 
Reaching out to you regarding the natural gas leak that's been ongoing since Oct. 23, 2015 and 
the oily mist released on Nov. 13 by the Gas Company in Porter Ranch, Ca.  Porter Ranch is a 
large residential neighborhood that houses an elementary school and a K-8th School, both being 
affected by the gas, additive and oily mist being released by the So Cal Gas 
Company.   According to the Gas Co. natural gas doesn't cause an imminent threat to public 
safety, however, are there any studies available for such long period of time of exposure, and its 
effect, specifically on children? Thirty days is a long period to breath in chemicals. 
 
I would like to find out (i) is EPA aware of the unhealthy air conditions in Porter Ranch, if yes, is 
there a desk statement that you can provide to the residence of Porter Ranch, and (ii) has EPA 
issued any immediate next steps to the Gas Company?  If yes, would you please share such next 
steps with our community. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you very soon. 
 
Thank you. 
Best, 
Poopak Fariborz 
 
 
 
----------------------------- 
This message (including any attachments) is only for the use of the person(s) for whom it is 
intended. It may contain Mattel confidential and/or trade secret information. If you are not the 
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intended recipient, you should not copy, distribute or use this information for any purpose, and 
you should delete this message and inform the sender immediately. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Quinn, Elias (ENRD) <Elias.Quinn@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:45 AM
To: Moore, Letitia
Subject: RE: fyi - CPUC link for Aliso Canyon Release
Attachments: 1 12 16-letter-to-dot-epa-doj-final.pdf

Senate inquiry letter. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Moore, Letitia [mailto:Moore.Letitia@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:33 PM 
To: Quinn, Elias (ENRD) <EQuinn@ENRD.USDOJ.GOV> 
Subject: fyi ‐ CPUC link for Aliso Canyon Release 
 
Aliso Canyon Well Failure 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/aliso/ 
 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2015 11:33 AM
To: Moore, Letitia
Subject: FW: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter Controlled to Region IX Requesting an Immediate EPA 

Investigation into Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Canyon - AL-16-000-2291
Attachments: Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA 

Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Canyon - AL-16-000-2291.pdf

Importance: High

Merry Xmas.  Due date is 12/25  
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 5:11 PM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; Harris‐Bishop, Rusty 
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, Frances; LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman ‐ Letter Controlled to Region IX Requesting an Immediate EPA Investigation into Natural Gas 
Leak in Aliso Canyon ‐ AL‐16‐000‐2291 
Importance: High 
 

All –  
 
The letter from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy has been officially 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response to be signed by the Regional Administrator.  
 
Please note that I am out of the office on annual leave and only working this Thursday, December 17th on 
flexiplace and will not return to the office until Tuesday, December 29th, so am not able to create a 
Congressional yellow folder to drop off with Jeremy. Please work on finalizing a draft response for the 
RA’s signature.  
 
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291 
Due Date: December 25, 2015 
Signature Level: Regional Administrator 
 
If a final draft has gone through all of the Superfund Division reviews, up to and including the Division 
Director, please send electronic file and deliver hardcopy printout on RA letterhead to either Bill Keener or 
Kelly Zito in my absence for their review and concurrence.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
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75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 



Citizen Information

Citizen/Originator: Sherman, Brad
Organization: U.S. House of Representatives
Address: 1030 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515

Constituent: N/A
Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A

Control Information

Control Number: AL-16-000-2291 Alternate Number: N/A
Status: Pending Closed Date: N/A
Due Date: Dec 25, 2015 # of Extensions: 0
Letter Date: Dec 10, 2015 Received Date: Dec 11, 2015
Addressee: AD-Administrator Addressee Org: EPA
Contact Type: LTR (Letter) Priority Code: Normal
Signature: RA-R9-Regional Administrator -

Region 9
Signature Date: N/A

File Code: 404-141-02-01_141_a(2) Copy of Controlled and Major Correspondence Record of the EPA
Administrator and other senior officials - Electronic.

Subject: REQUEST THAT THE EPA IMMEDIATELY INVESTIGATE THE UNRESOLVED GAS LEAK
AT THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS CO.

Instructions: RA-R9-Prepare draft response for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 9
Instruction Note: N/A
General Notes: N/A
CC: OAR - Office of Air and Radiation -- Immediate Office

Patricia Haman - OCIR-CA-AT

Lead Information

Lead Author: N/A

Lead Assignments:

Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date Due Date Complete Date

Cassaundra
Eades

OCIR R9 Dec 11, 2015 Dec 25, 2015 N/A

Instruction:
RA-R9-Prepare draft response for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 9

Supporting Information

Supporting Author: N/A

Supporting Assignments:

Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date

No Record Found.

History

Action By Office Action Date

Correspondence Management System
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291
Printing Date: December 14, 2015 07:59:52

Page 1 of 2



Action By Office Action Date

Cassaundra
Eades

OCIR Assign R9 as lead office Dec 11, 2015

Comments

Commentator Comment Date

No Record Found.

Correspondence Management System
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 10:30 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt; Johnson, Kathleen; Moore, Letitia; 

Quast, Sylvia; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Emissions reduction from Aliso 
Attachments: aliso-canyon-news-release-leak-estimate-011316.pdf; ATT00001.txt

 
https://www.socalgas.com/documents/news‐room/aliso‐canyon‐news‐release‐leak‐estimate‐
011316.pdf?spMailingID=8460831&spUserID=MTIxODg5NzA5NTYwS0&spJobID=842388196&spReportId=ODQyMzg4MT
k2S0 
 
 



-more- 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
 
 

California Air Resources Board Latest Leak Estimates Indicate  
60-Percent Reduction of Porter Ranch Methane Leak 

 
LOS ANGELES, CA, Jan. 12, 2016 – The most recent Aliso Canyon preliminary methane 
emissions estimates by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) were posted yesterday, 
showing updated rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well that indicate 
emissions have decreased from CARB’s initial preliminary estimates, SoCalGas announced 
today.  This new posting represents an estimated 60-percent reduction in CARB emissions 
estimates since the Nov. 28 data, according to the latest CARB monitoring data, and an 
approximate 20-percent reduction in emissions estimates since the most recent Dec. 23 
preliminary estimate by CARB.   
 
CARB releases rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well based on data 
collected during periodic flights using sensitive monitoring equipment.  The flyover data provides 
an estimated emission rate at the time the flights are conducted, and are used to develop a 
rough estimate of the total methane leaked to date.  As CARB also acknowledges, a more 
refined estimate of the actual emissions will be conducted once the leak is stopped and 
additional data is collected and reviewed.  
 
Preliminary methane emissions based on CARB data collected on Jan. 8 and posted yesterday 
show emissions have declined to 23,400 kilograms per hour from a high estimate of 58,000 
kilograms on Nov. 28, according to information posted on the CARB web site. 
 
CARB also calculated the total estimated volume of greenhouse gas (GHG) released from the 
well since the leak was detected at 1.9 million metric tons in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
According to CARB’s report on annual GHG emissions in California, the estimated total from the 
Aliso leak is less than one-half of 1 percent (0.4 percent) of California’s total annual GHG 
emissions in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
 
SoCalGas is reiterating its intent to mitigate the environmental impact of the actual amount of 
natural gas released from the leak. 
 
Actions SoCalGas has taken to reduce emissions: 
 

 For several weeks, in consultation with the CPUC, SoCalGas has been withdrawing 
natural gas from the storage field at almost double the typical rate for this time of the 
year by prioritizing the use of natural gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer 
demand. 

http://www.socalgas.com/


 

 

 As a result of SoCalGas’ withdrawals, the storage field’s operating capacity has gone 
from being approximately 90-percent full before the leak, to being at most 37-percent 
full, as of Jan. 10, with the additional amount that has leaked unknown at this time. 
 

 SoCalGas has developed a gas capture system that is designed to capture emissions 
from the well before they are emitted into the environment.  Once permitted, SoCalGas 
intends to operate this capture system, provided site-specific safety conditions allow.  
This capture system is designed to further reduce a portion of emissions from entering 
the atmosphere through diversion and treatment. 
 

SoCalGas is focused on stopping the leak and reducing air quality impacts as safely and quickly 
as reasonably possible. 
 
 
About Southern California Gas Co. 
Southern California Gas Co. has been delivering clean, safe and reliable natural gas to its 
customers for more than 140 years. It is the nation’s largest natural gas distribution utility, 
providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 
500 communities. The company’s service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square 
miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of sempra.com (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy 
services holding company based in San Diego.  
 

### 
 
Contact: | SoCalGas  
Media Hotline: 877.643.2331 or 858-740-8121| socalgas.com/news-room | @SoCalGasNews  

 

 
This press release contains statements that are not historical fact and constitute forward-looking statements within 
the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  These statements can be identified by words 
like "believes," "expects," "anticipates," "plans," "estimates,"  "projects," "forecasts," "contemplates," "intends," 
"depends," "should," "could," "would," "will," "confident," "may," "potential," "possible,"  "proposed,"  "target," 
"pursue," "goals," "outlook," "maintain" or similar expressions, or discussions of guidance, strategies, plans, goals, 
opportunities, projections, initiatives, objectives or intentions.  Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of 
performance.  They involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions.  Future results may differ materially from those 
expressed in the forward-looking statements.  Forward-looking statements are necessarily based upon various 
assumptions involving judgments with respect to the future and other risks, including, among others: local, 
regional, national and international economic, competitive, political, legislative and regulatory conditions and 
developments; actions and the timing of actions, including issuances of permits to construct and licenses for 
operation, by the California Public Utilities Commission, California State Legislature, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, California Energy Commission, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
California Air Resources Board, and other regulatory, governmental and environmental bodies in the United States; 
the timing and success of business development efforts and construction, maintenance and capital projects, 
including risks in obtaining, maintaining or extending permits, licenses, certificates and other authorizations on a 
timely basis and risks in obtaining adequate and competitive financing for such projects; energy markets, including 
the timing and extent of changes and volatility in commodity prices, and the impact of any protracted reduction in 
oil and natural gas prices from historical averages; the impact on the value of our natural gas storage assets from 
low natural gas prices, low volatility of natural gas prices and the inability to procure favorable long-term contracts 
for natural gas storage services; delays in the timing of costs incurred and the timing of the regulatory agency 

socalgas.com
sempra.com
http://www.socalgas.com/news-room
https://twitter.com/SoCalGasNews


 

authorization to recover such costs in rates from customers; deviations from regulatory precedent or practice that 
result in a reallocation of benefits or burdens among shareholders and ratepayers; capital markets conditions, 
including the availability of credit and the liquidity of our investments; inflation and  interest rates; the availability 
of electric power and natural gas, and natural gas pipeline and storage capacity, including disruptions caused by 
failures in the North American transmission grid, pipeline explosions and equipment failures; cybersecurity threats 
to the energy grid, natural gas storage and pipeline infrastructure, the information and systems used to operate 
our businesses and the confidentiality of our proprietary information and the personal information of our 
customers, terrorist attacks that threaten system operations and critical infrastructure, and wars; weather 
conditions, conservation efforts, natural disasters, catastrophic accidents, and other events that may disrupt our 
operations, damage our facilities and systems, and subject us to third-party liability for property damage or 
personal injuries some of which may or may not be covered by insurance; risks that our partners or counterparties 
will be unable or unwilling to fulfill their contractual commitments;business, regulatory, environmental and legal 
decisions and requirements; the inability or determination not to enter into long-term supply and sales agreements 
or long-term firm capacity agreements due to insufficient market interest, unattractive pricing or other factors; the 
resolution of litigation; and other uncertainties, all of which are difficult to predict and many of which are beyond 
our control.  These risks and uncertainties are further discussed in the reports that the company has filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. These reports are available through the EDGAR system free-of-charge on the 
SEC's website, www.sec.gov.  Investors should not rely unduly on any forward-looking statements.  These forward-
looking statements speak only as of the date hereof, and the company undertakes no obligation to update or revise 
these forecasts or projections or other forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future 
events or otherwise. 

 

 

http://www.sec.gov/
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 5:40 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Guria, Peter; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; Allen, HarryL
Cc: Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Zabel, Allan
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 1:04:28 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 
The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
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Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 
However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 
OEHHA has also evaluated approximately nine weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.   The results of 
that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation (updated 01/05/2015) 
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 01/05/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 01/05/2015) 

 
  

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

  

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 

 

 
Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:31 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Moore, Letitia; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Cheatham, Reggie; Keener, Bill
Subject: FW: Google Alert - porter ranch gas leak Aliso Canyon

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Google Alerts [mailto:googlealerts‐noreply@google.com]  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:23 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Google Alert ‐ porter ranch gas leak Aliso Canyon 

 

 
 

 

 porter ranch gas leak Aliso Canyon  
Daily update ⋅ January 4, 2016  

 NEWS   

 

Attorneys: SoCalGas could have prevented Porter Ranch gas 
leak with right safety measures  
LA Daily News  
Southern California Gas Co. acknowledged five years ago that it operated leaking 
wells in Aliso Canyon and received a ratepayer increase to upgrade ... 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve - Los Angeles 
Times  
SoCalGas Enhances Support for Residents Impacted by Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak - CNNMoney  
Lawyer: Porter Ranch gas leak fumes possibly linked to missing safety valve - OCRegister  
Full Coverage  

   

Flag as irrelevant 
 

 
Washington Post 

 

 

You have received this email because you have subscribed to Google Alerts.  
Unsubscribe  

Receive this alert as RSS feed  

Send Feedback  
 

 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

Washington Post
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Saturday, January 02, 2016 5:36 PM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Moore, Letitia; Allen, HarryL; Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill
Subject: Fwd: Customer Service Improvements to Support Impacted Customers in Porter Ranch

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: SoCalGas <alisocanyon@socalgas.com> 
Date: January 2, 2016 at 5:12:35 PM PST 
To: <manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Customer Service Improvements to Support Impacted Customers in Porter Ranch 
Reply-To: <alisocanyon@socalgas.com> 

 
This message contains graphics. If you do not see the graphics, click here to view. 

View Text Only   |   View in Browser
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  Aliso Canyon Update 
SoCalGas® News 

 

Dear Neighbor, 
  
We are working diligently to assist our impacted customers and keep everyone 
informed of the latest news and developments regarding the Aliso Canyon 
Storage Facility. We are pleased to share the following customer service 
improvements: 
 
Updated Relocation Call Center  

 For Porter Ranch residents seeking relocation information for the first 
time, SoCalGas® has established a new dedicated toll-free relocation 
call center, 1-877-238-9555. This call center will expedite placing 
customers who wish to relocate and is accessible 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.  

o Please note that Crawford Claims Alert, the previous dedicated 
call center, is no longer accepting calls. When customers call 
404-497-6808, they will be directed to call the new call center. 

o If you have already started the process in working with a 
relocation agency, please continue to work with the agency that 
you were assigned. There is no need to call the new call center. 

Updated Reimbursement Process  

 To save relocated residents time and energy, we are implementing a 
new process that will eliminate the need for receipt reimbursement. We 
have increased the per diem amount to $45.00/person/day regardless 
of age, and are evaluating a variety of ways to streamline our 
reimbursement process, including a pre-paid spending card to eliminate 
the need for receipts. Look for more information to come soon regarding 
this streamlined process. 

Expanded Community Resource Center (CRC)  

 To help provide a better customer service experience, we are opening 
up a second Community Resource Center on Thursday, December 
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31st, adjacent to the existing Community Resource Center located on 
19731 Rinaldi St. The CRC is open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends. 
 
At the CRC you can receive assistance on the following matters:  

o Securing temporary housing accommodations 
o Filing a claim 
o Requesting a free home air filtration to reduce odor 
o Multi-lingual company ambassadors on location (Korean and 

Spanish) 

On-Site Environmental Health Expert  

 Dr. Mary McDaniel, board-certified in occupational and environmental 
medicine, is now available for consultations at the Community Resource 
Center where she can provide expert advice on health concerns related 
to the natural gas leak from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on weekends. 

Free Plug-In Air Purification Units  

 We have created a program to offer air purification units to local 
residents to deal with the odor problem. The goal of the service we are 
providing is to reduce and potentially eliminate the odor in your home. If 
you are interested in receiving an air purifier, please call SoCalGas’ 
Aliso Canyon hotline at 818.435.7707 or email 
AlisoCanyon@SoCalGas.com. 

Enhanced Website  

 For the latest updates on Aliso Canyon, visit AlisoUpdates.com. The 
website has been enhanced to provide a better user experience and 
easier navigation when searching for the latest updates on our efforts to 
stop the natural gas leak as quickly and as safely as possible. 

Thank you to our customers and the community for your cooperation, patience 
and understanding. 
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This letter is available in other languages: 
 

Spanish | Armenian | Korean 

  

If you received this email from a friend or a colleague subscribe below. 
Aliso Canyon Updates 

Make sure you receive our emails by adding webmaster@socalgas.messages2.com to your address 

book. Please do not reply to this email. Email sent to this address cannot be answered. For assistance, 

please visit our Help Center. Southern California Gas Company values your privacy. For more 

information, view our Privacy Policy and Privacy Notice. 

 

Sender's business address is 555 West Fifth Street, GT20B2, Los Angeles, CA 90013. 

 

© 2016 Southern California Gas Company. Trademarks are property of their respective owners. All rights 

reserved. Some materials used under license, with all rights reserved by licensor. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 7:00 PM
To: Guria, Peter; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn
Cc: Moore, Letitia; Lindsay, Nancy; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA

FYI  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 6:13:08 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 
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The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately seven weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.  The results of 
that evaluation are posted here.  

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 12/29/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 12/29/2015) 

 
  

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

  

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 

 

 
Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:53 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn
Cc: Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin
Subject: Fw: Aliso Canyon Update

 
 

From: SoCalGas <alisocanyon@socalgas.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:37 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Update  
  

 
This message contains graphics. If you do not see the graphics, click here to view. 

View Text Only   |   View in Browser
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  Aliso Canyon Update 
SoCalGas® News 

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 
  
We would like to thank you for your continued cooperation and patience as we 
work to resolve the natural gas leak at our Aliso Canyon Storage Facility in 
Porter Ranch. Attached please find the weekly bulletin.This bulletin has also 
been mailed to your home via US mail. 
 
In this weekly bulletin you will find the following information:  

 Ongoing updates of our progress  
 Air sampling  
 Resources for your questions  
 Community Resource Center  

For daily updates and information regarding Aliso Canyon, please visit 
alisoupdates.com. 
 

 

  

If you received this email from a friend or a colleague subscribe below. 
Aliso Canyon Updates 

Make sure you receive our emails by adding 
webmaster@socalgas.messages2.com to your address book. Please do not 
reply to this email. Email sent to this address cannot be answered. For 
assistance, please visit our Help Center. Southern California Gas Company 
values your privacy. For more information, view our Privacy Policy and 
Privacy Notice. 
 
Sender's business address is 555 West Fifth Street, GT20B2, Los Angeles, 
CA 90013. 
 
© 2015 Southern California Gas Company. Trademarks are property of their 
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respective owners. All rights reserved. Some materials used under license, 
with all rights reserved by licensor. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin; lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Johnson, Kathleen; Quast, 

Sylvia; Moore, Letitia; Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf; SoCAL Gas Request for Info.pdf

Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  
  
Lynn, 
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Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
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whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 

o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 
  

         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 

o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

         ENV/Health (Jill) 

o   Air monitoring continuing 
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o   Data uploaded yesterday 

o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 

o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 

o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 
  

         Q&A 

o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 
invited—yes 

  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 

o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 
area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 
help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 
specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 



5

o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 

o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 
that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 
company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
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Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:36 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Blumenfeld, Jared; Quast, Sylvia; Johnson, Kathleen; Lindsay, Nancy
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Thanks for copying me Nitin.  
 
Jared had a phone conversation last week with phmsa administrator Dominguez.  
 
I will separately forward a note to Lynn and Nathan with our recent CAA 114 info request to SoCal gas and our response 
to congressman Sherman.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 12:47 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. 
Enrique Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in 
the site visit earlier this month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support 
as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to 
determine if you are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing 
technical assistance to the California Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety 
program. 
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Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the 
intrastate gas and hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with 
PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To participate in the pipeline safety program States 
must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States may pass more stringent 
regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for 
the conference line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that 
SoCalGas has uploaded can be found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They 
have not received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich 
who is the Senior Emergency Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He 
also confirmed that CDC has not received had not received any requests for assistance from the state or 
locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC had received any requests 
for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational awareness. He thought that 
EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing 
you with a PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my 
management. Should you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
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 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of 

storm. 
o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

  

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 

(which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA 

media report as Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began 

Oct 23) 
o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

  

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To 

date only fire captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality 
monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside 
of zipcode catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). 
They have attempted to get services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get 
them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke 
with the SOC and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because 
there were no immediate health effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the 
Santa Susana Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas 
deposit underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution 
utility, providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in 
more than 500 communities. The company's service territory encompasses approximately 
20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican 
border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  
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o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had 
been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest 
homes in the Porter Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower 
than flammable limits, and do not pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s 
total output of methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not 
expected to lead to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile 
radius of the site , up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop 
distractions by overflying planes to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman 
email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the order was requested “out of concerns that fumes 
from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in 

the 91326 zip code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification 
by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated 
carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from the 
air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved 
systems if homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including 
locations that can accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and 
functional needs. And for residents with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take 
months to stop the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to 
develop innovative approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently 
Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could 
be completed by late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well 
to pump fluids and cement into the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow 

of gas remains available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out 

through the leak. The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply 
customer demand and, as a result, is withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the 
typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch 
Town Center, 19731 Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of 
residents have complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes 
odorless natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐
leak‐35804863 said that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary 
accommodations and is working at moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the 
leak 
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o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above 
a neighbrhood that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the 
stench had made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry 
Brown confirming the company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a 
framework that will help guide the company's efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from 
the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – even before the actual amount of 
the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will be taken after 
the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential 
long term health effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐
information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐
emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐
state‐of‐emergency‐over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:33 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Moore, Letitia
Subject: Fwd: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Control Information for 

AL-16-000-2291.pdf; ATT00002.htm; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding 
Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; ATT00003.htm

Please share our response with doggr and south coast and phmsa.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: December 29, 2015 at 8:19:00 AM PST 
To: "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Harris‐Bishop, Rusty" 
<Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Higuchi, Dean" <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>, "Gaudario, Abigail" 
<Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov>, "Kwok, Frances" <Kwok.Frances@epa.gov>, "LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN" 
<Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>, "Berg, Elizabeth" 
<Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Allen, HarryL" <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>, "Kao, Jessica" 
<Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, "Rongone, Marie" 
<Rongone.Marie@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Miller, Amy" 
<Miller.Amy@epa.gov>, "Jones, Joel E." <Jones.Joel@epa.gov>, "Salazar, Matt" 
<Salazar.Matt@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Berg, Elizabeth" 
<Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, "Riedel, Brian" 
<riedel.brian@epa.gov>, "Higuchi, Dean" <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>, "Gaudario, Abigail" 
<Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov>, "Kwok, Frances" <Kwok.Frances@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon  

All –  
  
For your records, attached is the final response dated December 24, 2015 to Congressman Brad 
Sherman regarding Aliso Canyon. I have closed the letter out in our Congressional 
Correspondence Management System. I have attached the outgoing response, incoming letter, 
and control information for your reference. Thanks to everyone who worked and/or reviewed the 
response.  
  

AL-16-000-2291 
  

Liaison: Maier 

Rep. Brad Sherman 
(D-CA-30) 

Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Leak 

Jeremy 
Johnstone 
(SFD-9-3)

12/25/15  Regional 
Administrator 

Closed – 
Response sent on 

12/24/15
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Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 

75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
  
Dear Colleagues, 
  
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to 
Congressman Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been 
mailed to the Congressman. 
  
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415‐947‐4256, maier.brent@epa.gov , Brent will be back in 
the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs 
US EPA, Region 9,  Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808‐541‐2711 
  



Citizen Information

Citizen/Originator: Sherman, Brad
Organization: U.S. House of Representatives
Address: 1030 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515

Constituent: N/A
Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A

Control Information

Control Number: AL-16-000-2291 Alternate Number: N/A
Status: Pending Closed Date: N/A
Due Date: Dec 25, 2015 # of Extensions: 0
Letter Date: Dec 10, 2015 Received Date: Dec 11, 2015
Addressee: AD-Administrator Addressee Org: EPA
Contact Type: LTR (Letter) Priority Code: Normal
Signature: RA-R9-Regional Administrator -

Region 9
Signature Date: N/A

File Code: 404-141-02-01_141_a(2) Copy of Controlled and Major Correspondence Record of the EPA
Administrator and other senior officials - Electronic.

Subject: REQUEST THAT THE EPA IMMEDIATELY INVESTIGATE THE UNRESOLVED GAS LEAK
AT THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS CO.

Instructions: RA-R9-Prepare draft response for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 9
Instruction Note: N/A
General Notes: N/A
CC: OAR - Office of Air and Radiation -- Immediate Office

Patricia Haman - OCIR-CA-AT

Lead Information

Lead Author: N/A

Lead Assignments:

Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date Due Date Complete Date

Cassaundra
Eades

OCIR R9 Dec 11, 2015 Dec 25, 2015 N/A

Instruction:
RA-R9-Prepare draft response for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 9

Supporting Information

Supporting Author: N/A

Supporting Assignments:

Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date

No Record Found.

History

Action By Office Action Date

Correspondence Management System
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291
Printing Date: December 14, 2015 07:59:52

Page 1 of 2



Action By Office Action Date

Cassaundra
Eades

OCIR Assign R9 as lead office Dec 11, 2015

Comments

Commentator Comment Date

No Record Found.

Correspondence Management System
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291
Printing Date: December 14, 2015 07:59:52

Page 2 of 2
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:21 AM
To: Meer, Daniel; Johnson, Kathleen; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth; Keener, Bill; Moore, 

Letitia; Allen, HarryL
Cc: Strauss, Alexis; Kao, Jessica
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA - Aliso Canyon gas leak

FYI 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:03 AM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: News from OEHHA 

 
OEHHA is providing assistance to the SCAQMD and the LAPH in evaluating potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
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number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately six weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.    
The results of that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels  
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page  

 
  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

  

 

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 
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Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, 

Frances; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Nazmi, Niloufar; 
Berg, Elizabeth; Allen, HarryL; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Rongone, Marie; Johnson, 
Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, 
Allan; Riedel, Brian; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, Frances

Subject: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 

Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Contacts: Lauren Wolman; Scott Abrams

All –  
 
For your records, attached is the final response dated December 24, 2015 to Congressman Brad Sherman 
regarding Aliso Canyon. I have closed the letter out in our Congressional Correspondence Management System. 
I have attached the outgoing response, incoming letter, and control information for your reference. Thanks to 
everyone who worked and/or reviewed the response.  
 

AL-16-000-2291 
 

Liaison: Maier 

Rep. Brad Sherman 
(D-CA-30) 

Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Leak 

Jeremy 
Johnstone 
(SFD-9-3) 

12/25/15 Regional 
Administrator 

Closed – 
Response sent on 

12/24/15 

 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415‐947‐4256, maier.brent@epa.gov , Brent will be back in the office on 
Tuesday, December 29. 
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Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs 
US EPA, Region 9,  Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808‐541‐2711 
 







Citizen Information
Citizen/Originator: Sherman, Brad

Organization: U.S. House of Representatives
Address: 1030 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515

Constituent: N/A
Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A

Control Information
Control Number: AL-16-000-2291 Alternate Number: N/A
Status: Pending Closed Date: N/A
Due Date: Dec 25, 2015 # of Extensions: 0
Letter Date: Dec 10, 2015 Received Date: Dec 11, 2015
Addressee: AD-Administrator Addressee Org: EPA
Contact Type: LTR (Letter) Priority Code: Normal
Signature: RA-R9-Regional Administrator -

Region 9
Signature Date: N/A

File Code: 404-141-02-01_141_a(2) Copy of Controlled and Major Correspondence Record of the EPA
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Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Richman, Lance; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin; Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David; Quast, Sylvia; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
Attachments: Clean-SoCal Gas - Alison Canyon - Proposed Findings and Decision-4.docx; 

ATT00001.htm; Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00002.htm; Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; mjc aliso canyon lafevers declaration FINAL(4380725_1_LA)(2).pdf; 
ATT00004.htm

FYI, 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mohsen Nazemi" <MNazemi1@aqmd.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

Hi Kay.  Attached please find the proposed Findings and Decisions, as well as the two Exhibits we have 
filed along with the Proposed Findings and Decisions.  In addition attached is the SoCalGas 
Company’srepresentative declaration for your information.  Thanks. 
  
Mohsen Nazemi, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Engineering & Compliance Office 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Phone No. (909)396-2662 
Fax No.      (909)396-3895 
mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 
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6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:21 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel; Lindsay, Nancy; Moore, Letitia
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Letitia sent the 114 to the following folks  
 
DOT/PHMSA Attorney, Bryn Karaus, 
 
 
CPUC Enforcement Manager, Kenneth Bruno, Jack Mulligan.  
 
The IC calls at 9 PST do not include a role call so I do not know who has been participating. 
 
I will call the POC listed below to follow up. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:06 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Who from phmsa has been on daily calls?  Same as below ‐ see chain.  
 
Who from phmsa received a copy of our response to Sherman? 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 12:47:02 PM PST 
To: "lynn.slepski@dot.gov" <lynn.slepski@dot.gov>, "Parrish, Cayce" 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: "nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov" <nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in 
the daily calls. Enrique Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐
scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this month and are continuing to 
examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
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If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach 
out to EPA to determine if you are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane 
Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California Public Utilities 
Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety 
authority over the intrastate gas and hazardous liquid pipelines through 
Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum 
pipeline safety regulations; however, States may pass more stringent 
regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The 
call in number for the conference line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is 
*1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be found here, but as 
you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the 
Region 9 ECs. They have not received any requests for assistance from the State or 
locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency Coordinator for the 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not 
received had not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had 
been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC had received any requests 
for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational awareness. He 
thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to 
you.  I also providing you with a PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with 
someone from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 



3

Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put 
together for my management. Should you have questions, please feel free to contact 
me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming 
storm 

o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be 
delayed because of storm. 

o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on 
website. 
  

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled 

for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. 

Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and Porter 
Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time 
frame—event began Oct 23) 

o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

  

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
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o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this 

morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on 

Thursday. To date only fire captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air 
quality monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and 
symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment area in the 
“Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted 
to get services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them 
connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident 
occurred. He spoke with the SOC and was told they were not involved. He also 
contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health effects, that 
they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon 
storage facility in the Santa Susana Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities 
in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to 
a natural gas deposit underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas 
distribution utility, providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected 
through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The company's 
service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout 
central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 
metric tons had been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above 
the nearest homes in the Porter Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter 
Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not pose a health 
concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter 
of the state’s total output of methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals 
are generally not expected to lead to permanent or long‐term health 
problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 
2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal 
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saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes to the well 
workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that 
he believed the order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas 
leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. 
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to 
local residents in the 91326 zip code to help with the odor problem. They 
are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the 
standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated 
carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its 
odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources 
Board approved systems if homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing 
accommodations, including locations that can accommodate residents 
with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for 
residents with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution 
that it could take months to stop the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced 
engineering firms to develop innovative approaches to capturing the gas that is 
escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational 
phases and could be completed by late‐February to late‐March. Once 
completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into the 
bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well 

to stop the flow of gas remains available, and further attempts to do so could be 
conducted in the coming week. 

o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure 
pushing gas out through the leak. The company has prioritized the use of gas 
from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is withdrawing 
natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the 
Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 Rinaldi Street, to provide services and 
information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but 
hundreds of residents have complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and 
other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling 
additive that makes odorless natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐
declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 
households in temporary accommodations and is working at moving another 
1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be 
used to stop the leak 

o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking 
natural gas well above a neighbrhood that forced a utlity company to relocate 
thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 



6

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. 
Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the company's commitment to work with state 
officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's efforts to 
mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the 
leak at Aliso Canyon – even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is 
determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will be taken after the 
leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events 
discussing potential long term health effects. News media is reporting public 
protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐
information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐
emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐
county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 11:57 AM
To: Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA re porter ranch

FYI 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reyes, Deldi" <Reyes.Deldi@epa.gov> 
Date: December 22, 2015 at 11:40:54 AM CST 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Jones, Joel E." 
<Jones.Joel@epa.gov>, "Salazar, Matt" <Salazar.Matt@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA 

FYI ‐ apologies if you’re already on this list. 
  
  

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:03 AM 
To: Reyes, Deldi 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
  
OEHHA is providing assistance to the SCAQMD and the LAPH in evaluating potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.
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On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately six weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.    
The results of that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels  
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 1:14 PM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Cc: Moore, Letitia
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon

Yes we have received documents; however, SoCalGas has made a blanket claim of CBI over all of it (1680 pages). Letitia 
is the atty on the matter and is coordinating our work under 3 existing FOIAs. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Harris‐Bishop, Rusty  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 1:08 PM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon 
Importance: High 
 
Hi Jeremy, have we received any documents from SoCal Gas yet?  Can we release them or does the reporter need to go 
through FOIA? And who is the attorney working this? 
 
Rusty 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:45 PM 
To: Harris‐Bishop, Rusty <Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon 
Importance: High 
 
Who is the lawyer on this?  Can we provide the documents provided so far to the reporter so that he doesn’t have to go 
through FOIA? 
 
Bill/Kelly, FYI. 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:35 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
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Happy new year too. Thanks for this update.  
 
Can you provide the files and documents the gas company has submitted in response to EPA’s Dec. 18 information 
request? I’d rather not have to FOIA it if possible, but please let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony 
 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal [mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Barboza, Tony 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Tony,  
 
Happy New Year! Thanks for checking in. Regarding EPA’s involvement, below is the latest.  
 
U.S. EPA is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators and Southern California Gas 
Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. 
EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company (attached) for 
additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information 
submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will 
determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
As you know, California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).    
 
I can keep you posted as we have more information to share.  
 
Hope all is well. Best, 
 
Nahal 
 
 

From: Barboza, Tony [mailto:Tony.Barboza@latimes.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:36 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Nahal, 
 
Would you have a moment to discuss U.S. EPA’s role in the response to the Aliso Canyon gas leak? I haven’t heard much 
and would just like to understand the scope of the agency’s involvement. 
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Thanks and best regards 
______________ 
Tony Barboza 
Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Times 
Office: 213‐237‐6612 
Cell: 213‐219‐0047 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:31 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Manzanilla, Enrique; Johnson, Kathleen; 

Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; 
Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Maier, Brent
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Incoming from Rep. Sherman to the Administrator, I think that we can assume it will controlled to the Region for 
action/response. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 



2

KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Social Media:                          
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Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Sullivan, Greg
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:45 PM
To: Moore, Letitia
Subject: FW: California gas leak

Letitia, 
 
Attached are some contacts/experts that Region 5 used for the enterprise spill that they wanted you to have.  If you can 
get these to the right person in the enforcement division for their consideration, it’d be much appreciated.  
 
Thanks 
 
Greg 
 
 

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 2:52 PM 
To: Sullivan, Greg <Sullivan.Greg@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov>; Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
 

Passing along to Greg, as requested 
 

 
 
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
 

 

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:59 PM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
 
Hi, Mardi— 
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Mike Mikulka used Ed Barth and Dale Werkema from ORD on his Enterprise propane gas leak case. 
Dale Werkema, research geophysicist, ORD Las Vegas; and Ed Barth, Environmental Engineer, ORD Cincinnati.   
They both say they haven’t heard from Region 9.  Maybe you can pass their information along. 
Thanks, 
Joe 
312‐886‐6945 
 
 

From: Mikulka, Michael  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:46 AM 
To: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
 
FYI 
 

From: Barth, Edwin  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 10:09 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Cc: Werkema, Dale <Werkema.D@epa.gov>; McKernan, John <McKernan.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
 
 
Mike.  Region 9 has not contacted John nor myself but I'm sure ERT would be involved or the Oil spills program 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 11:04 AM, Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> wrote: 

Have you been asked to help with the situation in EPA Region 9? 
  
Mike Mikulka 
312‐886‐6760 
  

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:51 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
  
Hi, Mike— 
Can you identify the experts you dealt with on the Enterprise leak to Mardi so she can get them in touch 
with Region 9? 
Anything you can do to help Region 9, based upon your efforts and experience in OH?  Technically 
and/or authorities‐wise.  I know you managed to use your RCRA authorities to have a hand in the fate of 
the Enterprise project.   
Thanks, 
Joe 
  

From: Guerriero, Margaret  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
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I'm copying Jose because this sounds like what we were dealing with in Ohio on Mike Mikulka's site.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 9:01 AM, Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thought you would want to see this string of emails, even though it’s 
a R9 issue.  I’m also going to send you one from Greg Sullivan. 
  

 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=california+gas+leak 
  
there’s so many news stories, I didn’t know which one to pick.  Your 
choice!  Also, here’s the blurb on the California senators fro the Daily 
Environmental Report: 
  
Pollution 
  
California Senators Seek Details on Response to Gas Leak 
Capitol Dome   
  
BNA Snapshot 
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Key Development: California senators' letter asks the Department of 
Transportation, the EPA and the Justice Department for information 
on how the federal government is helping and can help the state 
respond to a natural gas leak in Los Angeles County. 
  
Next Steps: The senators have asked for a response by Jan. 15. 
  
By Carolyn Whetzel 
  
Jan. 13 —  The federal government can play an important role in 
aiding California in responding to the ongoing natural gas leak in the 
Los Angeles area, Sens. Barbara Boxer (D‐Calif.) and Dianne Feinstein 
(D‐Calif.) said in a Jan. 13 letter to three federal agencies. 
  
In the letter, the senators asked the heads of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Justice to describe actions taken so far in assisting 
California agencies to stop the leak at the Southern California Gas Co. 
underground storage facility in Aliso Canyon. The letter also seeks 
clarification on what federal authorities can be used to oversee the 
response efforts. 
  
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued an order Jan. 6 declaring the 
leak an emergency and directed state agencies to take additional 
measures to address the leak, mitigate its impacts and reduce the 
risks of additional leaks. State lawmakers Jan. 11 introduced 
legislation to halt new injections of gas into the reservoir and close 
down older production wells (04 DEN A‐14, 1/7/16). 
  
Since being discovered Oct. 23, the damaged well has discharged an 
estimated 1.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent into 
the atmosphere, according to data the California Air Resources Board 
released Jan. 8 (07 DEN A‐2, 1/12/16). 
  
Critical Role Seen for U.S 
  
“We believe that it is critical that the federal government also play an 
active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local 
residents,” the senators said in the letter. 
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To understand how the federal government “can be of further 
assistance,” Boxer and Feinstein asked the agencies to provide by 
Jan. 15 an update on actions taken so far, including any advice 
provided to the state; a description of the delegated federal 
authorities state agencies have exercised and federal oversight of the 
use of those authorities; and a legal analysis of federal authorities 
that could apply to this leak and natural gas storage fields in general 
along with a description of how the federal agencies have exercised 
those authorities to date. 
  
Finally, the letter asked the three agencies for a technical analysis to 
determine how quickly SoCalGas could reduce the gas stored in the 
facility to mitigate the leak. 
  
SoCalGas, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, is drilling a relief well to 
stop the leak. The company has said the project, which involves 
drilling down 8,500 feet to intersect the leaking well, may be 
completed in late February. 
  
Utility Withdrawing Gas to Reduce Pressure 
  
The utility also is withdrawing gas to reduce pressure at the storage 
facility and reduce the flow of methane from the broken well. Also, 
SoCalGas is working with local air quality regulators on a plan to 
install equipment to capture and destroy the leaking gas. 
  
Meanwhile, SoCalGas has paid to relocate about 2,500 residents 
from Porter Ranch, a nearby community. Students in a public school 
in the area have been transferred to alternative campuses. 
  
—With assistance from Bloomberg News 
  
To contact the reporter on this story: Carolyn Whetzel in Los Angeles 
at cwhetzel@bna.com 

  
To contact the editor responsible for this story: Larry Pearl at 
lpearl@bna.com 

  
  
For More Information 
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The letter from Senators Boxer and Feinstein is available at 
http://src.bna.com/b1r.   
  
<image002.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Baney, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  
Mardi: 
Is there a background piece, news story or something with more information? 
  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:10 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov>; Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; 
Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: California gas leak 
  

Has anyone thought about testing the gas leaking out of the 
Southern California facility for PCBs?  The two Senators from 
California have just asked the federal government to get involved. 
  
<image003.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:51 PM
To: alice.reynolds@calepa.ca.gov; Solomon, Gina@EPA
Cc: Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnson, Kathleen; Moore, Letitia; Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: sherman to governor withdraw gas.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Just making sure you saw this one…. 
 
Have a good weekend. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:33 PM 
To: Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Mogharabi, 
Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN <Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 2:30:23 PM PST 
To: "'Maier, Brent'" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: letter from Congressman Sherman 

  
  

From: Maier, Brent [mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov]  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 5:29 PM 
To: Wolman, Lauren 
Subject: Re: letter from Congressman Sherman 
  
Lauren ‐ Thanks for your message. I did not see an attachment with the message you sent. Please resend 
if there was an attachment.  
  
Brent Maier 
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Congressional Liaison 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 15, 2016, at 11:33 AM, "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Your agencies were CCed. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
  
  
  
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
  



BRAD SIRMAN

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

January 15, 2016

The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento. California 95814

Dear Governor Brown,

Thank you for your leadership in declaring a state of emergency regarding the natural gas leak in
the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility. I write today to highlight perhaps the most important pan of
your proclamation: paragraph 3.

Specifically, the Proclamation orders:

3. The CaliJbrnia Public Utilities Commission and the California Ener
Commission shall take all actions necessary to ensure that Southern Calfrörnkz
Gas Company maximizes daily withdrawals ofnatural gas from the Aliso C’anyon
Storage Facilityfor use or storage elsewhere. [Emphasis added]

This order is a critical step. However, I urge you to go further and require the withdrawal of
natural gas from the facility to the maximum extent it can be withdrawn and used, stored, or
incinerated safrly elsewhere.

SoCalGas should be prohibited from importing natural gas to the Aliso Canyon service area. All
natural gas used in the Los Angeles basin should be drawn from Aliso Canyon rather than other
natural gas storage facilities. Homeowners, electric generation facilities, and other industrial
facilities throughout the Los Angeles basin need to be urged to safely consume as much Aliso
Canyon gas as possible — and they should be encouraged to use additional gas at little to no cost.
SoCalGas continues to regard the gas in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility as an asset. For the
people of Porter Ranch, the gas is not an asset, it isa toxin.

SoCalGas should withdraw the maximum amount of natural gas from the Aliso Canyon storage
facility every hour of even’ day, regardless of the demand, and regardless of whether SoCalGas
can sell the natural gas. We need to draw down all natural gas in the Aliso Canyon facility to
zero — we need to deplete both the working gas and the cushion gas. It is simply wrong to limit
withdrawals of gas from the facility that can be sold in the ordinary course of business, or stored
in other SoCalGas facilities. Failure to withdraw natural gas from Aliso Canyon as quickly as
the infrastructure will allow creates unnecessary threats to public health and the environment.

—a-..



Gov. Jerry Brown
Page 2 of2

January 15, 2016

Electric utilities are using natural gas far less during the winter than during the summer when air
conditioners are operating. They should be incinerating natural gas at the same levels as they do
on the hottest days in August.

Clearly SoCalGas should provide, at a discounted price, or for free, natural gas which is beyond
the usual needs of its users, In fact, SoCalGas should cover the total cost for electric utilities or
others to incinerate maximum quantities of natural gas.

Withdrawing natural gas from the facility will reduce pressure. Thus, the remaining natural gas
will leak out of the storage facility more slowly. Every effort must be made to acquire temporary
compressors or other equipment so that natural gas can be pulled out of Aliso Canyon, even if
the pressure pushing the natural gas through the pipe system has decreased.

SoCalGas should also be exploring ways to pump the natural gas back to its suppliers through
the pipelines that run to the Aliso Canyon facility. These possibilities need to be examined
expeditiously and implemented immediately if warranted.

As governor, you will of course be concerned with natural gas reliability (in the winter 2016-
2017) and the reliability of electric generation (in the summer of 2016). 1 believe that the
activities! advocate for above can be part of an overall plan that assures reliability. And of
course, any economic impact should be at the expense of SoCalGas and not its ratepayers.

Thank you for your continued leadership and attention to this urgent matter. If my office can be
of any assistance, please feel free to reach out to me directly, or contact Lauren Wolman in my
DC office or John Alford in my Sherman Oaks office.

cc:
Environmental Protection Agency
Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission

Since:

Member of Congress
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:16 PM
To: Cheatham, Reggie; Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Jordan, Deborah; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations

FYI 

 

Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:05 PM 
To: Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>; Strauss, Alexis <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: new gas storage regulations 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Schilling, Teresa@DOC" <Teresa.Schilling@conservation.ca.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 12:34:22 PM PST 
To: "News@DOC" <News@conservation.ca.gov> 
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations 

  

CONTACT: Teresa Schilling/Don Drysdale/Krista Watson, 
(916) 323-1886 pao@conservation.ca.gov 

  
  

CALIF. OIL & GAS DIVISION ISSUES 
NOTICE 
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OF PENDING EMERGENCY NATURAL 
GAS STORAGE REGULATIONS 

  
SACRAMENTO — The California Department of 

Conservation (DOC) today gave notice of an interim 

rulemaking package to regulate natural gas storage 

facilities.  The emergency regulations are required 

by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.’s January 6 

declaration of a state of emergency due to the 

ongoing Southern California Gas Company natural gas 

leak at Aliso Canyon. The emergency regulations will 

go to the Office of Administrative Law on January 26. 

“These regulations execute the Governor’s order 

and will significantly strengthen state oversight of 

natural gas storage facilities to ensure public 

health and safety as well as environmental 

protection,” said DOC Chief Deputy Director Jason 

Marshall.  

In a January 6 proclamation, Governor Brown 

ordered DOC’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources to issue emergency regulations requiring 

gas storage facility operators throughout the state 

to comply with six new safety and reliability 

measures: 
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♦ Require at least a daily inspection of gas 

storage well heads, using gas leak detection 

technology such as infrared imaging. 

♦ Require ongoing verification of the mechanical 

integrity of all gas storage wells. 

♦ Require ongoing measurement of annular gas 

pressure or annular gas flow within wells. 

♦ Require regular testing of all safety valves 

used in wells. 

♦ Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits 

for each gas storage facility in the state. 

♦ Require each storage facility to establish a 

comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates 

and     prepares for risks at each facility, 

including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. 

Once the proposed emergency regulations are submitted to 

the Office of Administrative Law (OAL), OAL will post notice of the 

emergency rulemaking on its website. OAL will have 10 working 

days to review the regulations. OAL will field public comments on 

the proposed regulations, and will consult with DOC regarding 

any response to comments. If OAL approves the rulemaking 

package, the interim rules will be in place at the end of the 10-day 

review. 
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Members of the public can submit comments within five 

calendar days of OAL’s posting of the proposed emergency 

regulations on the OAL website via mail, FAX or email: 

Mail: OAL Reference Attorney, 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1250, 

Sacramento, California 95814. 

FAX: (916) 323-6826 

E-mail: staff@oal.ca.gov 

A copy of comments submitted to OAL also must be 

submitted to the DOC: 

Mail: Department of Conservation, 801 K Street, MS 24-02, 

Sacramento, CA 95814, Attention: Gas Storage Facility 

Regulations. 

Fax: (916) 324-0948. 

E-mail: DOGGR_GasStorageRegs@conservation.ca.gov. 

OAL will confirm that the agency has received the comment 

before considering it. Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 

title 1, section 55, subdivision (b) (1) through (4), the comment 

must state that it is about an emergency regulation currently 

under OAL review, and include the topic of the emergency. 
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“We will initiate the process to update permanent regulations 

for natural gas storage, which will include a significant opportunity 

for public review and input, in the coming weeks,” Marshall said. 

Background information about the ongoing Southern 

California Gas Company leak at Aliso Canyon is available on the 

DOC web site.  Many state agencies have a role in the response 

to the leak.  Regular updates and background information on the 

situation are available at the California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services website here. 

### 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
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CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 ‐ Enacted ‐ H.R. 1321: Microbead‐Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 

 
 

 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D‐CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
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follow‐up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R‐CA‐1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL‐16‐000‐2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D‐NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2015/12/Letter‐to‐Regional‐Administrator‐Jared‐
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8‐hr ozone standard.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: R9_RRC
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 11:42 AM
To: Reiner, Chris
Cc: Moxley, Bret
Subject: Cal OES Control #:15-6708 rpt/updates, news article 

These are lengthy, but, here's a 12/7 LA Times article, and below that the Cal OES report plus the updates. 
‐Rameen 
 
Los Angeles City Atty. Mike Feuer announced Monday he was suing Southern California Gas Co. over how it has handled 
a natural gas leak that has sent sickening fumes into the Porter Ranch area, spurring hundreds of families to leave their 
homes. The lawsuit alleges that the company failed to immediately report the leaking well at its Aliso Canyon facility and 
was not properly prepared to stop it, resulting in a “public nuisance” from foul odors that caused nausea, headaches and 
nosebleeds and made large areas of Porter Ranch “unlivable.” The leak has lasted for more than a month. 
 
The suit also argues that the amount of methane released by the leak will worsen climate change and its toll on Los 
Angeles and its residents. The California Air Resources Board recently reported that the leak is releasing roughly 50,000 
kilograms of methane per hour — an amount that Feuer likened to 200,000 cars running for a year. 
 
“No community should have to endure what the residents of Porter Ranch have suffered from the Gas Co.'s continued 
failure to stop that leak,” Feuer told reporters at a news conference also attended by Mayor Eric Garcetti and City 
Councilman Mitch Englander, who represents the Porter Ranch area. 
 
The leak was first detected Oct. 23 and is expected to take months more to repair, according to the company. In 
response to a request for comment on the lawsuit, SoCalGas spokesman Javier Mendoza said the company had taken 
immediate steps to address the leak and inform regulatory agencies. 
 
“We understand the leak has created concerns, heightened awareness and public urgency,” Mendoza said. “SoCalGas 
has the same urgency, and our highest priority is to safely stop the leak as quickly as safety will allow, support the 
affected customers and reduce the amount of natural gas emitting into the environment during this unfortunate 
situation.” 
 
Mendoza added that SoCalGas does not believe it is possible at this time to accurately measure how much gas has 
leaked, and he called any estimates “premature and speculative.” 
 
Feuer said the lawsuit, which he filed in Superior Court on behalf of the people of California, seeks to require steps to fix 
the problems that can be enforced in court, including measures to prevent similar incidents in the future. It also seeks to 
penalize the company, but the total amount of those possible fines will depend on how many violations are found and 
how long they persist, according to Feuer's office. 
 
In the lawsuit, Feuer claims that much of the equipment SoCalGas needed to try to stop the leak was near the Gulf of 
Mexico and took days to arrive. In addition, the city attorney alleges the company was slow to start building a relief well, 
only beginning that process more than a month after SoCalGas says the leak was discovered. 
 
“The incredible duration of this crisis should have been avoided” and would have if SoCalGas had properly planned for 
such an event, the lawsuit says. It accuses the company of using “unfair and unlawful business practices” that allowed 
the leak and slowed its repair. 
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County health officials say that most of the gas leaking into neighborhoods is methane, which “does not pose a 
significant health risk” at existing levels. But the leak is also emitting mercaptans —additives with a foul smell that are 
meant to help detect leaks — which can cause temporary symptoms such as nausea, dizziness and nosebleed. 
 
Public health officials have also warned that natural gas contains small amounts of other chemicals such as benzene, a 
known carcinogen. Such “trace levels” typically cause little risk after a brief exposure but could cause lasting health 
effects the longer that the leak remains unfixed, they said in a recent report. 
 
Air quality officials, who have received more than 1,300 complaints about the foul smell, recently cited SoCalGas for 
creating a “public nuisance.” 
 
Under orders from the county health department, the company has been paying to temporarily relocate hundreds of 
households affected by the odors. 
 
The leak has also spurred a lawsuit from residents and the local advocacy group Save Porter Ranch, which alleges that 
SoCalGas and a state regulatory agency were negligent. Matt Pakucko, president and cofounder of Save Porter Ranch, 
said he thought Feuer could have demanded much more in his lawsuit. 
 
“To keep this from happening again, shut the place down,” Pakucko said. 
 
SoCalGas says it has received more than 2,000 requests for relocation and has already found temporary 
accommodations for more than 700 households. 
 
Mendoza said the company is launching a website and resource center for residents, has created a claims process for 
those who feel they have been harmed and will soon provide in‐home air filtration and weather‐stripping “to further 
reduce residents' exposure to the odor.” 
 
 
Cal OES report/updates: 
 
 
Update(s):  11/13/2015 01:56:55 PM ‐ NRC report received: Wind speed is 20 MPH, No additional information. 
; 11/13/2015 03:14:36 PM ‐ Called to update status: The mist flow has reduced and no off site impact has occurred. No 
waterways have been impacted. 
; 11/14/2015 01:02:55 PM ‐ Called to update status, material involved and Agencies on scene: Release is contained, a 
minor additional release of crude oil flowed onto soil near the well at 0430 hrs today, the material that released on the 
13th consisted mostly of mud and brine,  no totals are available at this time, LA Co Hazmat and DOG are on scene. 
; 11/15/2015 02:10:47 PM ‐ RP is updating to state that well kill operations continues. Caller states that there was a 
release of brine solution to ground with an oily sheen. Release started at 0400 hours and then again at 1038 hours and 
contained at 1123 hours. Release is contained and cleanup is underway. Approx 110bbls of brine solution has been 
recovered. Response and cleanup crews are on site with 24 hour monitoring of this incident. Caller states that there 
have been no off‐site impacts. 
No waterways have been impacted. 
; 11/15/2015 02:33:24 PM ‐ Per NRC: "The caller is reporting a discharge of brine solution with an oily sheen during "well 
kill operations".  The impact is soil containment.  Caller stated the amount of oil product in the brine solution is 
unknown, however it is believed to be a "small amount". Remedial 
Actions: material spilled into second containment, clean up crew on‐site, clean up underway. Division of Oil and Gas are 
also on site. Additional 
Information: Weather: light rain earlier in the day."" 
; 11/16/2015 02:34:09 PM ‐ This is to notify that this Spill Report is directly related to Spill Report Control Number 15‐
6321. Both of these reports are for the well kill operations on the same well. 
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; 11/17/2015 01:30:22 PM ‐ Ongoing well kill operations and had release of oil like substance released from the well to 
the ground unknown amount but states no impact to water or waterways and was contained at well site pad. 
; 11/18/2015 01:17:51 PM ‐ At 1010 hours today, an attempt to stop the leak was performed. During the attempt, a fluid 
release of brine solution was released into the atmosphere. The brine solution landed and pooled around the leak. The 
run‐off entered a nearby catch basin. A vacuum truck was used to recover the estimated 70 barrel release. No 
waterways were impacted by this event. DOGG is currently on‐scene. The next course of action will be to assess new Kill 
Procedures to stop the flow. 
; 11/20/2015 06:59:59 PM ‐ Per NRC:  Caller is reporting a release of brine solution and oil residue into the atmosphere 
from the old oil reserve from an underground gas facility (natural gas reserve) when they struck an ice block causing the 
leak. Repairs have been ongoing for the last month, the brine solution is being used to fill the hole. The material was 
hanging like a dark cloud over the mountain and when it appeared they issued an automatic notification to the 
community to stay in their houses. Caller stated they were experiencing headaches and ear pain. Remedial actions: 
repairs are on ongoing and air quality tests are being conducted. 
; 11/24/2015 02:01:00 PM ‐ At 1000 hours, a release of approximately 600 barrels of chloride and brine solution were 
released to the well site pad in an attempt to stop the leak. The fluid release was stopped at 1235 hours and a clean‐up 
completed. There were no off‐site or waterway impacts. 
Southern California Gas is continuing Well Kill operations. No further updates at this time. 
; 11/25/2015 02:15:09 PM ‐ At 1015 hours this morning, Well Kill operations were conducted. Approximately 750 barrels 
of a chlorine/ brine solution was released to the well pad and soil. A clean‐up was completed with the use of a vacuum 
truck. No waterways were impacted by the release. 
; 12/07/2015 04:49:03 PM ‐ RP states an ongoing gas leak from the well with intermittent very fine mists of an oily liquid 
due to a leak in an underground pipe. During extreme weather conditions like high winds the substance can be carried 
off the property. 
 
 
Governor's Office of Emergency Services 
Hazardous Materials Spill Report 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
DATE:  11/13/2015  |   RECEIVED BY Cal OES:  Blake Tyson  |  Cal OES CNTRL 
#:15‐6708 
TIME:  1334            |  RECEIVED BY OSPR:   |  NRC#: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
1.a. PERSON NOTIFYING Cal OES 
  1.  NAME:      Glenn LaFevers  |    2.  AGENCY:   S CA Gas 
  3. PHONE #:    818‐700‐3824   |   4. EXT:    |    5. PAGER #: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
1.b. PERSON REPORTING SPILL (If different from above): 
  1.  NAME:        |    2.  AGENCY: 
  3. PHONE #:       |   4. EXT:    |    5. PAGER #: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
2.  SUBSTANCE TYPE: 
  a. SUBSTANCE:  / b.QTY: / Amount / Measure / c. TYPE / d. OTHER  / e. 
PIPELINE  / f. Vessel Over => 300 tons 
  1.  Oil ‐ Crude Type / = / Unk / Gal(s) / PETROLEUM /  / No / No 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
  2. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
  3. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 g. DESCRIPTION:    During well kill a mist is releasing due to pressure, 
material is flowing directly into the atmosphere and pooling at the base of the well on soil, mist is traveling Southwest in 
the air from the well head, no estimate of containment at this time, RP is handling the containment and clean up. 
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 h.  CONTAINED:  No  |  i. WATER INVOLVED:  No 
 j. WATERWAY:      |   k. DRINKING WATER IMPACTED: 
 l. KNOWN IMPACT:  None 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
3.a. INCIDENT LOCATION:    12801 Tampa Ave,Aliso Canyon Storage Facility, 
Well #SS25 
  b.   CITY:  Northridge  |  c. COUNTY:  Los Angeles County  |  d. ZIP: 
91326 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
4.  INCIDENT DESCRIPTION: 
 a.  DATE:  11/13/2015  |  b. TIME(Military):  1317  |  c. SITE:  Other  | d. CAUSE:  Unknown  e.  INJURIES:  No  |  f. 
FATALITY:  No  |  g. EVACUATIONS:  No  |  h. 
CLEANUP BY:  Reporting Party 
 e.  INJURIES #:    |  f. FATALS #:    |  g. EVACS #: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
5.  SUSPECTED RESPONSIBLE PARTY: 
 a.  NAME:  Glenn LaFevers    |  b. AGENCY:  S CA Gas 
 c.  PHONE#:  818‐700‐3824    |  d. EXT: 
 e.  MAIL ADDRESS:  12801 Tampa Ave, 
 f.  CITY:  Northridge    |  g. STATE:  CA    |  h. ZIP:  91326 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
6.  NOTIFICATION INFORMATION: 
 a.  ON SCENE:  Other     |  b. OTHER ON SCENE:  DOG 
 c.  OTHER NOTIFIED: 
 d.  ADMIN. AGENCY:  Los Angeles City Fire Department  e.  SEC. AGENCY:  LACoFD Health Haz‐Mat 
f. ADDITIONAL COUNTY:                g.  ADMIN. AGENCY: 
 h.  NOTIFICATION LIST:    DOG Unit:    1        |   RWQCB Unit:    4 
 
AA/CUPA, DFG‐OSPR, DTSC, RWQCB, US EPA, USFWS, AIR RESOURCES BD, CDPH‐D.O., DOG, BSEE, Co/WP, Co/Hlth, 
Co/E‐Hlth 
 
CONFIDENTIAL REMARKS: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Created by Warning Center on 11/13/2015 1:34:07 PM                  Last 
Modified by Warning Center on 11/13/2015 1:45:49 PM 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
California State Warning Center 
Governor's Office Emergency Services 
Phone:  (916) 845‐8911 
Warning.Center@oes.ca.gov 
 
Link to Spill Report: 
http://w3.calema.ca.gov/operational/malhaz.nsf/SpillAllDocs/5CFE9195945842E088257EFC00767AF3?OpenDocument 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: MUSANTE, JASON
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:02 AM
To: Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Moxley, Bret
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon ICS 209
Attachments: SS25 ICS209 Jan 12  1800.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 

1-12-15.pdf; ATT00002.htm; 01-13-16 215 SoCalGas Gas Leak Estimate Reduced by 60 
Percent (2).pdf; ATT00003.htm

FYI ‐  
 
Bret is listed as the EPA Agency contact. Additionally, the 209 states: 
"Agency/Stakeholder Information: Governor Brown’s office has scheduled a public hearing for Friday evening in Porter Ranch in 
attendance will be: CPUC, ARB, EPA, DOGGR and CalOES. A 10am meeting is scheduled tomorrow at Chatsworth Base to review the 
design of the air capture system. All visits to site must be coordinated through Liaison Officer Jeff Salazar at (951)255‐7399." 

JASON MUSANTE 
FEDERAL ON‐SCENE COORDINATOR 
U.S. EPA REGION IX ‐ LOS ANGELES 
213.479.2120 
musante.jason@epa.gov 
 
REPORT OIL OR CHEMICAL SPILLS 
NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER: 800.424.8802 
REGION IX DUTY OFFICER: 800.300.2193 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mathis, Alicia L" <AMathis@semprautilities.com> 
Date: January 12, 2016 at 22:25:00 PST 
To: "adam.uehara@fire.lacounty.gov" <adam.uehara@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Aftab, Nadia" 
<NAftab@semprautilities.com>, "Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov" 
<Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov>, "Alexander, Lisa" <LAlexander@semprautilities.com>, "Mathis, 
Alicia L" <AMathis@semprautilities.com>, "Andrade, Claudia M" <CMAndrade@semprautilities.com>, 
"andrew.fox@lacity.org" <andrew.fox@lacity.org>, "Arriola, Dennis" <DArriola@semprautilities.com>, 
"Baker, Phil E." <PBaker@semprautilities.com>, "Banuelos, Edward" <ebanuelos@semprautilities.com>, 
"Barr, Brian A" <BBarr@semprautilities.com>, "Bauer, Troy A." <TBauer@semprautilities.com>, 
"Bill.Jones@fire.lacounty.gov" <Bill.Jones@fire.lacounty.gov>, "moxley.bret@epa.gov" 
<moxley.bret@epa.gov>, "Bruce.Hesson@conservation.ca.gov" <Bruce.Hesson@conservation.ca.gov>, 
"bryan.gollhofer@wildlife.ca.gov" <bryan.gollhofer@wildlife.ca.gov>, "Calabrese, Mike A." 
<MCalabrese@semprautilities.com>, "Canedo, Fiorella L" <FCanedo@semprautilities.com>, "Carter, 
Jason W" <JCarter4@semprautilities.com>, "Cho, Jimmie I" <JCho@semprautilities.com>, 
"christian.corbo@wildlife.ca.gov" <christian.corbo@wildlife.ca.gov>, "Dan.Bout@CalOES.ca.gov" 
<Dan.Bout@CalOES.ca.gov>, "dan.douglas@fire.lacounty.gov" <dan.douglas@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"meer.daniel@epa.gov" <meer.daniel@epa.gov>, "David.Stone@Caloes.ca.gov" 
<David.Stone@Caloes.ca.gov>, "emd.dutyofficer@lacity.org" <emd.dutyofficer@lacity.org>, 
"emile.mack@lacity.org" <emile.mack@lacity.org>, "Franke, Sara" <SFranke@semprautilities.com>, 
"Funches, Belinda" <BFunches@semprautilities.com>, "gail.manning@lacity.org" 
<gail.manning@lacity.org>, "Gonzalez, Hector O" <HGonzalez2@semprautilities.com>, 
"gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov" <gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov>, "gregory.reynar@lacity.org" 
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<gregory.reynar@lacity.org>, "allen.harryL@epa.gov" <allen.harryL@epa.gov>, "Hruby, Steven" 
<SHruby@semprautilities.com>, "jackie.switzler@fire.lacounty.gov" <jackie.switzler@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"lesinski.j@gmail.com" <lesinski.j@gmail.com>, "musante.jason@epa.gov" <musante.jason@epa.gov>, 
"johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov" <johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov>, "31060@lapd.lacity.org" 
<31060@lapd.lacity.org>, "john.chappell@sce.com" <john.chappell@sce.com>, "Johnson, Darrell" 
<DJohnson@semprautilities.com>, "jose.gomez@fire.lacounty.gov" <jose.gomez@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"KButler@ph.lacounty.gov" <KButler@ph.lacounty.gov>, "Kargar, Azra" 
<AKargar@semprautilities.com>, "Lawrence.kathryn@epa.gov" <Lawrence.kathryn@epa.gov>, "Kerns, 
Barry" <BKerns@semprautilities.com>, "kim.zagaris@caloes.ca.gov" <kim.zagaris@caloes.ca.gov>, 
"Kloberdanz, Kari" <KKloberdanz@semprautilities.com>, "Koskie, W. Jeff" 
<WKoskie@semprautilities.com>, "La Fevers, Glenn" <GLaFevers@semprautilities.com>, "Lane, Bret" 
<JLane@semprautilities.com>, "Long, Stacey S." <SSLong@semprautilities.com>, "Loon, Tim P" 
<TLoon@semprautilities.com>, "Lugani, Regina Y" <RLugani@semprautilities.com>, 
"mario.tresierras@fire.lacounty.gov" <mario.tresierras@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"Mike.Lewis@fire.lacounty.gov" <Mike.Lewis@fire.lacounty.gov>, "milton.molina@fire.lacounty.gov" 
<milton.molina@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov" <Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov>, 
"mitch.diehl@fire.lacounty.gov" <mitch.diehl@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Montes, Edgar M" 
<EMMontes@semprautilities.com>, "Muse, Trisha" <tmuse@semprautilities.com>, 
"27677@lapd.lacity.org" <27677@lapd.lacity.org>, "patrick.oyama@lacity.org" 
<patrick.oyama@lacity.org>, "Rawls, Wallace" <WRawls@semprautilities.com>, "Razavi, Avideh" 
<ARazavi2@semprautilities.com>, "Rios, Davina M." <DMRios@semprautilities.com>, 
"robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org" <robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org>, "wise.robert@epa.gov" 
<wise.robert@epa.gov>, "rsalgado@dir.ca.gov" <rsalgado@dir.ca.gov>, 
"Slieberman@ceooem.lacounty.gov" <Slieberman@ceooem.lacounty.gov>, "Salazar, Jeff" 
<JLSalazar@semprautilities.com>, "Schwecke, Rodger" <RSchwecke@semprautilities.com>, 
"sean.hughes@lacity.org" <sean.hughes@lacity.org>, "Serrano, Mark L. (SCG)" 
<mlserrano@semprautilities.com>, "jones.sherryl@Caloes.ca.gov" <jones.sherryl@Caloes.ca.gov>, 
"Smith, Paul" <PSmith1@semprautilities.com>, "Snyder, Hal" <HSnyder@semprautilities.com>, 
"sonia.brown@calOES.ca.gov" <sonia.brown@calOES.ca.gov>, "stephen.ruda@lacity.org" 
<stephen.ruda@lacity.org>, "Tan, Kevin Earl Y" <KTan@semprautilities.com>, 
"terry.wilkinson@fire.lacounty.gov" <terry.wilkinson@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"timothy.torsney@lapd.lacity.org" <timothy.torsney@lapd.lacity.org>, "tony.duran@fire.lacounty.gov" 
<tony.duran@fire.lacounty.gov>, "25383@lapd.lacity.org" <25383@lapd.lacity.org>, "Tracy, Jill" 
<JTracy@semprautilities.com>, "trevor.richmond@lacity.org" <trevor.richmond@lacity.org>, "Van de 
Putte, Todd" <TVandePutte@semprautilities.com>, "van der Leeden, Ronald" 
<RvanderLeeden@semprautilities.com>, "Van Hover, Angela V" <AVanHover@semprautilities.com>, 
"Warning.center@oes.ca.gov" <Warning.center@oes.ca.gov>, "winston.perez@fire.lacounty.gov" 
<winston.perez@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Wright, Gillian" <GWright@semprautilities.com> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon ICS 209 

Please see attached. 
  
Alicia L. Mathis 
First Responder Program Manager 
SoCalGas Company 
555 W. 5th St. 
LA CA 90013 
(562)233‐9904 
  



Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 

LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division – Division Chief Bill Jones, 
bill.jones@fire.lacounty.gov 

LA County Public Health - Mike Rogers Chief of Operations Emergency Operations -
Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov 

South Coast AQMD – Mohsen Nazemi, Deputy Executive Officer, Engineering and Compliance  

mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 

DOGGR – Scott Walker scott.walker@conservation.ca.gov  

LACoFD – Gregory Hisel, gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov 

LAFD – Gregory S. Reynar, Assistant Chief LAFD - Operations Valley Bureau - gregory.reynar@lacity.org 

LAPD – Robert Marino – Robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org 

LA County OEM – Jeffery Reeb – jreeb@ceooem.lacounty.gov 

LAUSD – Jill Barnes – jill.barnes@lausd.net 

CAL OES – Dave Stone, david.stone@caloes.ca.gov 

CPUC -  Randy Holter – randy.holter@cpuc.ca.gov 

EPA – Bret Moxley, moxley.bret@epa.gov   

CAL OSHA – Robert Salgado – rsalgado@dir.ca.gov 

LA County Board of Supervisors 5th District – Jarrod DeGonia – jdegonia@lacbos.org 

 

 

 

 



Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) 
 

 

1. Incident Name: 2. Incident Number: 

SS-25 DNA    

3. Report 
Version: 

4. Incident Commander(s) & Agency or 
Organization: 
 

5. Incident Management 
Organization: 

6. Incident Start 
Date/Time:   

    Initial 
X    Update 

 
X 

  Final 
  INTERNAL 

 

Jimmie Cho (SoCalGas) Internal Southern 
California Gas 

Company Incident 
Management 

 

Date: 10/23/2015 
Time: 

 

  

7. Current Incident 
Size or Area 
Involved: 
 
Southern California 
Gas Company 
Aliso Canyon 
Well site #SS-25 

 

8. Percent (%) 
Contained or 
Completed: 

Percent (%) of 
Perimeter to be 
Contained: 
N/A 

 

9. Incident Type: 
HazMat 
B. Incident 
Description: 
C. Cause: 
Accidental/Unknown 
  

10. Incident 
Complexity 
Level: 
X   Single 
    Complex 

 Type 3 
 

11. Report Time Period: 
 

From Date/Time: 1/12/2016 0600 

To Date/Time: 1/12/2016 1800 
  

 

12. Prepared By: 
13. Approved By:  
  

Print Name: Alicia Mathis, So Cal Gas 

Date/Time Prepared: 1/12/2016 1800 
 

Print Name: Jimmie Cho,  So Cal Gas 
                                            
Signature:                         Jimmie Cho                                                   
 

 

14. Date/Time Submitted: 15. Primary Location, Organization, or Agency Sent To: 
NOT SUBMITTED TO OSCC OSCC (Internal ICS-209 only; not submitted to OSCC) 
 

16. State: 
17. County / Parish / Borough: 
 

18. City: 

CA 
Los Angeles 
 

Unincorporated LA County 
 

19. Unit or Other: 

 
20. Incident Jurisdiction: 
 
So Cal Gas Property 

21. Incident Location Ownership: 
 
Los Angeles County 

 

22. Latitude/Longitude: 23. US National Grid Reference: 24. Legal Description: 

  Latitude:  34º 18' 54" 
  Longitude:  118º 33' 51" 
 

  Grid Zone:  
  x-Coordinate:  
  y-Coordinate:  
 

  Principal Meridian:  
  Township:  Range:  Section:  
  1/4 Sec:  of 1/4 Sec:  
  

25. Short Location or Area Description (list all affected areas or a reference point): 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Field (Southern California Gas Company) 
 

26. UTM Coordinates: 
  Zone:    Easting:  
   
  

27. Note any electronic geospatial data included or attached (indicate data format, content, and collection time 
information and labels): 
 
 



 
28. Significant Events for the Time Period Reported: 
 
Customer Assistance: Continued to offer relocation for area residents. Currently 15 firms are assisting with the 
effort. An audit method is being developed to determine effectiveness of relocation effort. An audit firm has been 
hired for the task. Filling data request made by City Attorney’s Office on relocation information. Efforts are being 
focused on data scrubbing and making sure relocation numbers reflect the correct counts. 
 
Environmental:  Continued to develop mitigation strategies to support operations and weather conditions. 
Continued air monitoring on site and in community. Hired health expert Mary McDaniels to respond to health 
related concerns in the community. ARB results of flyover indicated that emissions are 60% less than in  
December (see attached). The next phase of AQMD hearing will be on Saturday 1/16 - public comment phase is 
completed. Continued offering of in home air filters and weather-stripping. 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site): Made seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22.  
Weather was not favorable today, the wind was too strong at site to place 3rd tray over hole - extended tray by 
another 20 ft. 
Finalizing plans on gas capture system with design firm – presentation tomorrow. 
P39A: Relief well, drilling in progress. At 7390 ft. Ranging run #12 at 7600ft. 
Second drill site at PS-20: Completed site grading. Equipment and drill rig is staged to move in place. Site prep and 
drying out base.  
 
To date five different methods are being attempted to control the gas leak at well SS25: 
 

• Drilling relief well to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.    
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 
 

Public Information:   Community Resource Center (CRC) was open today – 326 visitors.  
Agency/Stakeholder Information: Governor Brown’s office has scheduled a public hearing for Friday evening in 
Porter Ranch in attendance will be: CPUC, ARB, EPA, DOGGR and CalOES. A 10am meeting is scheduled 
tomorrow at Chatsworth Base to review the design of the air capture system. All visits to site must be coordinated 
through Liaison Officer Jeff Salazar at (951)255-7399. 
Media Information: 30 media inquiries today. News stories in KNBC, Reuters, PBS, CBS, KNX, and LA Times.  
Social Media: Environmental Activist Erin Brockovich is sharing regularly through tweets, and facebook. 
 

Website posted: wwwalisoupdates.com. 
 
 
 
 

29. Primary Fuel Model, or Materials, or Hazards Involved (hazardous chemicals, fuel types, infectious agents, 
radiation, etc.): Natural Gas Well 
 
 

30. Damage Assessment Information (summarize damage and/or 
restriction of use or availability to residential or commercial property, 
natural resources, critical infrastructure and key resources, etc.): 
 
Access to well SS-25 restricted to emergency operations personnel 
only.  Access to wells adjacent to SS-25 also restricted. 
Restricted no fly zone 
 
 
 
 

Structural 
Summary 

# 
Threatened 
(up to 72 

hrs.) 

# 
Damaged 

# 
Destroyed 

Single 
Residences 

8000 0 0 

Multiple 
Residences 

20 0 0 

Nonresidential 
Commercial 
Property 

100 0 0 

 

 



31. Public Status Summary: 
  Number of Civilians (Public) Indicated Below: 

  Previous Report 
Total 

Installed 
Today 

Total 
# to-
date 

Relocations:    

 Total Inquiries 
 

4605  0 

 Placements 2506  0 

 In process 
 

1550  0 

 Calls pending resolution 
 

549  0 

Air Filtration:   0 

 Air Scrubbers 
 

1708 148 0 

 Plug in devices 
 

649 106 0 

 

 Weatherization 
 

993 
 

152 
0 

Total number of 
households (Public) 
Affected: 

6638   

  

32. Responder Status Summary: 
  Number of Responders Indicated Below: 

  Previous 
Report 
Total 

# this 
Reporting 

Period 

Total 
# to-
date 

Fatalities 0  0 

With Injuries/Illness 0  1 

Trapped/In Need of 
Rescue 

0  0 

Missing 0  0 

Evacuated 0  0 

Sheltering in Place 0  0 

In Temporary 
Shelters 

0  0 

Have Received Mass 
Immunizations 

0  0 

Require 
Immunizations 

0  0 

In Quarantine 0  0 

Total # Responders 
Affected: 

0  1 

   

33. Life, Safety, and Health Status/Threat Remarks: 
 No evacuations are in place.  Trigger points are defined and to be 
evaluated during the operational period. 
 

35. Weather Concerns (synopsis of current and predicted weather; discuss 
related factors that may cause concern): 
 

 Wind patterns at the well site and adjoining areas affect 
safe operations.   

 Strong winds at site today.  
 Clear and sunny. 
 Winds expected to be 10-15 mph on Wednesday. 
 47 degrees low and 63 degrees high on Wednesday. 

 
  

34. Life, Safety, and Health Threat 
Management: 

  Active? 

No Likely Threat Yes 

Mass Notifications in Progress  No 

Mass Notifications Completed Yes  

No Evacuation(s) Imminent No 

Planning for Evacuation No  

Planning for Shelter-in-Place  No 

Evacuation(s) in Progress  No 

Shelter-in-Place in Progress  No  

Area Restriction in Effect Yes 
   

36. Projected Incident Activity, Potential, Movement, Escalation, or Spread and influencing factors during the next 
operational period and in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes: 

12 hours: 
 
It is anticipated that gas leaking from well SS-25 will continue to vent until mitigation efforts are 
successful. 

24 hours: 
 
Same as 12-hour 

 
48 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 

 
Anticipated after 72 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 
 

 



37. Strategic Objectives (define planned end-state for incident): 
 Control the venting gas by plugging the well or by drilling a relief well to intercept well SS-25.   
 

38. Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and 
beyond.  Summarize primary incident threats to life, property, communities and community stability, residences, 
health care facilities, other critical infrastructure and key resources, commercial facilities, natural and 
environmental resources, cultural resources, and continuity of operations and/or business.  Identify corresponding 
incident-related potential economic or cascading impacts: 

12 hours: 

 
The threat to the public is low as the well is located in an isolated, mountain area more than a mile 
away from and more than 1,200 feet higher than the closest home or public area. Scientists agree 
natural gas is not toxic and that its odorant is harmless at the minute levels at which it is added to 
natural gas. In outdoor locations such as this, natural gas quickly dissipates into the air, greatly reducing 
the possibility for ignition and further diluting the gas as it reaches the public. 

24 hours: Same as 12-hour 
48 hours: Same as 12-hour 
72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
Anticipated after 72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
 

39. Critical Resource Needs in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and beyond to meet critical incident 
objectives.  List resource category, kind, and/or type, and amount needed, in priority order: 
12 hours: None 
24 hours: None 
48 hours: None 
72 hours: None 

Anticipated after 72 hours: 
None 
 
 

 

40. Strategic Discussion:  Explain the relation of overall strategy, constraints, and current available information to: 
  1) critical resource needs identified above,  
  2) the Incident Action Plan and management objectives and targets. 
• Multiple applications of leak mitigation fluid have been unsuccessful. 
• SCG is currently exploring all means to stop leak and abandon well. 
• The weather conditions have at times stopped operations. 
 

 

41. Planned Actions for Next Operational Period: 
 

 Continue mitigation efforts to stop the flow of gas from the well. 
 Drilling of relief well at site P-39. 
 Preparing equipment and base of 2nd relief well at PS-20 
 Update stakeholders, perform community outreach activities, address media inquiries, and continue 

to update the website and the virtual Joint Information Center (JIC). 
 

 

42. Projected Final Incident Size/Area:  Only well SS-25 is involved 
 

43. Anticipated Incident Containment or Completion Date:  2/24/2016 to 3/30/2016 
 

44. Projected Significant Resource Demobilization Start Date: 
 

45. Estimated Incident Costs to Date:  Internal data to SoCal Gas 
  
 

46. Projected Final Incident Cost Estimate:   
 
 

47. Remarks (or continuation of any blocks above – list block number in notation): 
 SoCal Gas is providing incident updates at: 
 https://wwwalisoupdates.com 
 
  



49: Resources 

48. Agency or 
      Business 

  CR1 CR2 CR2IA CRC HEL2 ENG3 ENG6 DOZR WTDT WTDS 50. 
Ovhd 

51. 
Tot 
Pers 

SoCalGas Pers           34 34 

Halliburton Services 
Boots & Coots 

Pers           13 13 

AECOM Pers           9 9 

Onyx Pers           8 8 

Fluor Pers           5 5 

BCI Pers           10 10 

Hurst Welding Pers           2 2 

Doby Hagar Trucking Pers           8 8 

KVAC Pers           18 18 

G. Volkmar Pers           1 1 

Ensign Pers           12 12 

Capstone Pers           10 10 

Pacific Petroleum  Pers           10 10 

T&T Crane Services Pres           3 3 

Steve Cardiff Pres           1 1 

52. Total Resources            144 144 
 

53. Additional Cooperating and Assisting Organizations Not Listed Above: 
 
 LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division, LA County Public Health, AQMD, 
DOGGR, LAFD, LACoFD, LA County OEM, CAL OES, PUC, EPA, CAL OSHA, 
OEHHA, LA County BOS 5th District, LA City Attorney’s office, Senator Fran Pavley’s 
Office, LA Mayor’s Office, and LA City Council Member Mitchell Englander’s Office. 
 
 

 

JAN 12, 2016  1800 PM 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Moezzi, Rameen
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 8:50 AM
To: Moxley, Bret
Subject: FW: Cal OES#15-6321 - natural gas - Northridge

Bret, Rob Wise (currently enroute to the office) called to say that the natural gas leak in Aliso Canyon is all over the news
down there.  Below are the reports we have rec’d on it, and here is a link to an LA Times article: 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la‐me‐1121‐gas‐leak‐20151121‐story.html 
 
‐Rameen 
 

From: Moezzi, Rameen  
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 8:37 AM 
To: Wise, Robert 
Subject: FW: Cal OES#15-6321 - natural gas - Northridge 
 
Rob, here are the natural gas reports/updates: 
‐Rameen 
 

From: Moezzi, Rameen  
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 1:03 PM 
To: Shane, Dan; Waldon, MARGARET 
Subject: Cal OES#15-6321 - natural gas - Northridge 
 
Dan & Maggie, 
 
Here are the Cal OES report & updates about the natural gas releases near a well head in Northridge.  The initial report 
was issued 10/26. 
 
‐Rameen     
 

Action Information 

Description: 11/20/2015 11:57:25 AM SDO, Cal OES- 
• So Cal Gas is Digging a relief well to 7-8K feet and adjacent to the affected well (SS-25) to gain 
access to it. This will be done concurrently with continuing to kill well SS-25. If the well is killed 
as exhibited by the amount of escaping vapors staying low, they will discontinue with drilling the 
relief well. But they will continue until they are positive the procedure on well SS-25 is working.
 
• In the meantime, they are using a gyroscope in well SS-25 to get tighter coordinates so the relief 
well can reach well SS-25. If they have to proceed with the relief well, it can take up to 90 days to 
reach well SS-25. 
 
• LA Public Health has now issued a formal press release addressing the long-term and short-term 
effects to the residents health from the odor. There are no long-term effects but some people 
could experience short-term health effects (nausea/headache). As a result, So Cal Gas needs to 
provide relocation assistance and thus far they have received 6 residents interested in the 
program. 
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Person Contacted 

Name: Cal OES update  
 

 
 

Action Information 

Description: 11/17/2015 2:04:36 PM Southern Duty Officer, Cal OES - The well is 1,200 feet above the 
canyon and approximately 1 mile from homes. The natural gas is not considered a hazardous air 
pollutant or toxic, and does not pose a danger to the public. Since the discovery, SoCalGas has 
conducted a series of tests to determine the nature of the leak and proper course of action to 
correct it. 
 
Today, SoCalGas is continuing a multi-day process of pumping fluids into the storage well to 
stop the flow of gas, with the goal of filling the well pipe with enough brine solution to outweigh 
the pressure of the gas coming from the ground and plug the gas flow. Once the flow of gas is 
stopped, SoCalGas will attempt to place a permanent seal at the bottom of the well pipe. The 
residents in the surrounding communities have been notified of the current status via an 
automated phone message distributed via reverse 9-1-1.

 

Person Contacted 

Name: Cal OES update  
 

 

Action Information 

Description: 11/13/2015 05:44:06 PM Bruce Hesson, DOG2, 805-654-4765 - RP states that well killing 
operations are underway. Operations are on going and is being monitored 24/7. Hazardous 
Materials Spill Report# 15-6708 is directly related to this incident. The incident is on the same 
well and occurred due to the well killing operations. Caller states that there is no threat to the 
public.  

 

Person Contacted 

Name: Cal OES update  
 

 

Action Information 

Description: 11/09/2015 12:56:22 PM Bruce Hesson, DOG 2, 805-654-4761 - Per DOG2, the release is on 
going. Well pressures and release rate have remained steady over last week. Surveys are on going 
to ensure safe operations in preparation to plug the well. DOG will advise when plugging of the 
line is complete.  

 

Person Contacted 

Name: Cal OES update  
 

 

Action Information 

Description: 11/06/2015 08:57:44 AM Bruce Hesson, Division of Oil and Gas 2, 805-654-4761 - Per DOG 2-
The well head is in the process of being capped today, equipment is on site. There is still no threat 
to the public. A Well Control Specialist is on scene who is going to remove the blockage from the 
well. If all goes well the well should be capped today. A meeting was held with the public with 
DOG, Fire, ARB and community officials present to advise the public reading of the area were 
below OSHA exposure levels and explosive gases levels. 

 

Person Contacted 

Name: Cal OES update  
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Action Information 

Description: 11/03/2015 09:39:38 AM Chris Gustafson, DOG2, 805-654-4765 - DOG has been aware of this 
release since October 23rd when the release was reported to them. The release was venting over a 
third of an acre due to a plugged line the natural gas was venting through gopher holes and cracks 
in the cement. There has been an 80% reduction of the release since the onset due to unplugging 
the line. Per DOG the release will be contained within the next 24 to 36 hours waiting on special 
equipment in to handle the release/kill the well head.

 

Person Contacted 

Name: Cal OES update  
 

 
 
 
Governor's Office of Emergency Services 
Hazardous Materials Spill Report 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
DATE:  10/26/2015  |   RECEIVED BY Cal OES:  Bradley Ahlm  |  Cal OES CNTRL 
#:15‐6321 
TIME:  1146            |  RECEIVED BY OSPR:   |  NRC#: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
1.a. PERSON NOTIFYING Cal OES 
  1.  NAME:      Paul Smith  |    2.  AGENCY:   So Cal Gas 
  3. PHONE #:    310‐499‐3441   |   4. EXT:    |    5. PAGER #: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
1.b. PERSON REPORTING SPILL (If different from above): 
  1.  NAME:        |    2.  AGENCY: 
  3. PHONE #:       |   4. EXT:    |    5. PAGER #: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
2.  SUBSTANCE TYPE: 
  a. SUBSTANCE:  / b.QTY: / Amount / Measure / c. TYPE / d. OTHER  / e. 
PIPELINE  / f. Vessel Over => 300 tons 
  1.  Natural Gas / = / unk / N/A / VAPOR /  / No / No 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
  2. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
  3. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
g. DESCRIPTION:    RP states that a leak of natural gas is occurring near a 
well head at a storage field. 
h.  CONTAINED:  No  |  i. WATER INVOLVED:  No 
j. WATERWAY:      |   k. DRINKING WATER IMPACTED:  No 
l. KNOWN IMPACT:  Other  Reason: Oder 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
3.a. INCIDENT LOCATION:    12801 Tampa Ave 
  b.   CITY:  Northridge  |  c. COUNTY:  Los Angeles County  |  d. ZIP: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
4.  INCIDENT DESCRIPTION: 
a.  DATE:  10/24/2015  |  b. TIME(Military):  1100  |  c. SITE:  Other  | d. 
CAUSE:  Unknown  e.  INJURIES:  No  |  f. FATALITY:  No  |  g. EVACUATIONS:  No  |  h. 
CLEANUP BY:  Unknown 
e.  INJURIES #:    |  f. FATALS #:    |  g. EVACS #: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
5.  SUSPECTED RESPONSIBLE PARTY: 
a.  NAME:  Paul Smith    |  b. AGENCY:  So Cal Gas 
c.  PHONE#:  310‐499‐3441    |  d. EXT: 
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e.  MAIL ADDRESS: 
f.  CITY:      |  g. STATE:  CA    |  h. ZIP: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
6.  NOTIFICATION INFORMATION: 
a.  ON SCENE:       |  b. OTHER ON SCENE: 
c.  OTHER NOTIFIED: 
d.  ADMIN. AGENCY:  Los Angeles City Fire Department  e.  SEC. AGENCY:  LACoFD Health Haz‐Mat
f. ADDITIONAL COUNTY:                g.  ADMIN. AGENCY: 
h.  NOTIFICATION LIST:    DOG Unit:            |   RWQCB Unit:    4 
 
AA/CUPA, DFG‐OSPR, DTSC, RWQCB, US EPA, USFWS, AIR RESOURCES BD 
 
CONFIDENTIAL REMARKS: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Created by Warning Center on 10/26/2015 11:46:34 AM                  Last 
Modified by Warning Center on 10/26/2015 11:52:16 AM 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
California State Warning Center 
Governor's Office Emergency Services 
Phone:  (916) 845‐8911 
Warning.Center@oes.ca.gov 
 
Link to Spill Report: 
http://w3.calema.ca.gov/operational/malhaz.nsf/SpillAllDocs/420BCC5B943553E388257EEA0067244B?
OpenDocument 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Allen, HarryL
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 12:47 PM
To: Benson, Craig; Dunkelman, Tom; Moxley, Bret; Wise, Robert; Shane, Dan; Zuroski, Donn
Cc: Guria, Peter
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch Gas Blow Out
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf; 

SS-25WellSchematicEstimated11-10-15.pdf; SoCalGas_Order_1104.pdf; Division of Oil, 
Gas, and Geothermal Resources Emergency Order 1106.pdf

So far – Dan, ORC, OEM (and Nancy L though I’m not sure about EM) are asserting that we should probably not respond 
to this event.  Robert has agreed to participate in agency coordination calls and will update us as necessary.  In the 
attached, Dan is reaching out to ERT as directed by EM.  So even If we don’t go we’ll need a team approach, or a Donn’s 
checklist idea, to make the best decision on whether or not we’ll be involved and to what degree. 
 

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 12:00 PM 
To: Compton, Harry <Compton.Harry@epa.gov>; Valdes, Dennisses <Valdes.Dennisses@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Irizarry, Gilberto 
<Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>; Allen, HarryL <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>; Benson, Craig <Benson.Craig@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch Gas Blow Out 
 
Harry and Dee – attached is an incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on this uncontrolled methane release in his 
district in LA County and some other related documents.   
 
Enrique asked me to reach out to ERT to see what expertise we can bring to bear, since we are going to be asked about 
looking into this issue. Rob Wise and Jeremy Johnstone (RMP inspector) are the two staff people here that have been 
assigned to stay abreast of the operational developments. 
 
So this is a preliminary heads up to see if we have any well control experts that can review what SoCal Gas has planned 
to try to kill this well.  I know they are drilling a relief well but that could take several months to complete. 
 
It looks like DWH redux… 
 
I will also forward you on some preliminary technical information. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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Emergency Order No. 1104; Provide Data Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 

801 K Street, MS 24-03 

Sacramento, California 95814-3530 

Telephone (916) 323-6733 

Facsimile (916) 445-9916 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 
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PROVIDE DATA RE: 

ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10, subs. (a), (h) & (k)] 

 

Emergency Order No. 1104 

November 18, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

The State Oil and Gas Supervisor (Supervisor), acting under the authority of the Public 

Resources Code (PRC), including PRC section 3224, can order tests and remedial work 

concerning oil field operations which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, 

health, property, and natural resources.  (See Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106 and 3224.)  In 

addition, under the PRC, the Supervisor is charged with ensuring that “no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas storage facilities.  

(Pub. Resources Code, § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor has the authority to request any 

data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator of an injection 

project must maintain these data to show, among other things, that no damage to life, health, 

property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 

1724.10, subd. (h)) and such data must be made available for inspection by Division personnel 

(Ibid.).  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may order or undertake the actions he or 

she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural resources.”  (Pub. Resources 

Code, § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in the files of the Division, discussions with operator, and Division site 

visits, the Supervisor has determined that that there is an uncontrolled flow of fluids (see 

1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, and a waste of gas, in the Field that Operator has been, 

and is currently, addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the upset have included various tests 
                                                                 
1 The Operator Code the Division uses for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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and remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

or stop the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division information 

about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  The Supervisor needs 

immediate access to these data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids, and 

current and future remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 

3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 

1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide 

the data identified below (Section V; Data Required from Operator). 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to mean, among other things, “any 

well drilled for the purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery[.] 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 

or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 
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PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states that “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 

3225, or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order 

or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states, in part, that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air 

shall be prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states, in part, that “The supervisor is required to maintain 

surveillance over [underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not 

lost, that drilling of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas. 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

additional data requirements or modifications as necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects. 

IV. Reasons Why Data Requested is Pertinent and Necessary   

Operator’s efforts to address the uncontrolled flow of fluids have included various tests and 

remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids nor 

stopped the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division with all 

information about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  In order to ensure 

that all necessary steps are taken to prevent damage to life, health, property, or natural resources, 

the Supervisor needs immediate access to these data to monitor the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

and current and planned activities to stop the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas. 

V. Data Required from Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that he needs immediate access to the below data to monitor and 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection 

project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 

3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, 

subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), that the Operator: 

 

(A) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, provide continuous access to real-

time electronic monitoring of wellhead pressures, and, as requested by the Division, plans 

and results of all diagnostic tests and well logs. 

 

(B) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, submit the following information 

obtained between Friday, October 23, 2015, and Wednesday, November 18, 2015: 

 

1. Downhole videos; 
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2. Well Logs, including temperature surveys, acoustic logs, neutron logs, cement 

bond logs, ultra-sonic imager/gamma ray logs, density logs, nuclear fluid density 

logs; 

3. Pressure Surveys;  

4. Pressure testing of the casings, tubing, and/or packers; and 

5. Spinner Surveys. 

 

 (C) By 5:00 p.m. Friday November 20, 2015, submit a time schedule identifying when 

relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling of relief well will 

commence.  

 

Send all data via electronic mail to the Division (Alan Walker and John Geroch) at the 

following addresses: 

 Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov 

John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov 

 

VI. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  (The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor [801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916] will accept appeal notices on the 

Supervisor’s behalf).  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the 

filing of an appeal of this Order will not operate as a stay of this Order.  (PRC, § 3350, subd. 

(b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC section 3350, 

subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the Order final.  If 

Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal hearing date, 

mailto:Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov
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time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written decision that 

affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

VII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Section V (Data Required from Operator) of this Order could 

subject Operator to further enforcement action.  For example, the Supervisor could deny 

approval of proposed well operations until compliance is achieved, order the plugging and 

abandonment of wells, and/or assess a civil penalty.  (Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3203, subd. (c), 

3236.5, and 3237, subd. (a)(3)(C).) 

Further, PRC section 3236 makes it a misdemeanor to fail, neglect, or refuse to furnish 

any report or record that the Supervisor may require under the oil and gas law.  The 

misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than 

one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or by both the fine 

and imprisonment for each separate offense.  PRC section 3359 makes it a misdemeanor to fail 

or neglect to comply with an order of the Supervisor or to fail, refuse, or neglect to produce 

books, papers, or documents as demanded in the order.  Each day’s further failure, refusal, or 

neglect is a separate and distinct offense. 

DATED: November 18, 2015 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

State Oil and Gas Supervisor 

Certified mail receipt number: 7012 1010 0000 9269 9029 
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 
Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
801 K Street, MS 24-03 
Sacramento, California 95814-3530 
Telephone (916) 323-6733 
Facsimile (916) 445-9916 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

SECOND EMERGENCY ORDER TO 
PROVIDE DATA AND TAKE SPECIFIED ACTIONS 

RE: 
ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10] 

 
Emergency Order No. 1106 

December 10, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Kenneth A. Harris Jr. 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

Under the authority of the Public Resources Code (PRC), the State Oil and Gas 

Supervisor (Supervisor) may order tests and remedial work concerning oil field operations 

which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural 

resources.  (See PRC §§ 3106 and 3224.)  Further, the Supervisor is to ensure that “no damage 

occurs to the environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas 

storage facilities.  (PRC § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor may request from the operator 

any data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects.  (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator must maintain 

those data and make them available to Division personnel to show, among other things, that no 

damage to life, health, property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  (Cal. 

Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.10, subd. (h).)  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may 

order or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or 

natural resources.”  (PRC § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Regulations section 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in Division files, discussions with Operator, and Division site visits, the 

Supervisor determined that there is an  uncontrolled flow of fluids (see Regulations 

section 1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, API no. 037-00776 (“SS 25”) and a waste of 

gas in the Field, which Operator is and has been addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the 

upset have included ongoing tests and remedial work.  The efforts have not yet remedied the 

1 The Operator Code for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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uncontrolled flow of fluids or stopped the waste of gas.  Finding that an emergency exists, and 

in order to protect life, health, property, and natural resources, the Supervisor needs immediate 

access to data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and current and future 

remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 

3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions 

(a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide the data and take the 

actions identified below. 

 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to include “any well drilled for the 

purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery, repressuring or pressure 

maintenance of oil or gas reservoirs, or disposing of waste fluids from an oil or gas filed; [and] 

any well used to inject or withdraw gas from an underground storage facility[.]” 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 
3 
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or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources … [and] loss of oil, gas, or 

reservoir energy[.]” 

PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states: “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 3225, 

or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order or 

undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air shall be 

prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states that “[t]he supervisor is required to maintain surveillance over 

[underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not lost, that drilling 

of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the environment by reason of 

injection and withdrawal of gas.” 

Regulations section 1724 specifies the types of well records that an operator must 

maintain and includes “[s]uch other information as the Supervisor may require for the 

performance of his or her statutory duties.” 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

“[a]dditional data requirements or modifications [as] necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects.” 

SoCal Gas’s Aliso Canyon gas storage project approval letter (dated April 18, 1989, 

revised July 26, 1989) conditions 10 and 11, among others, require SoCal Gas to provide the 

Division, upon its request, with data that it deems necessary to monitor the injection project 

operations and to notify the Division and obtain its approval before making any changes to the 

project that would alter the conditions that were originally approved in the letter. 

 

IV. Reasons Why the Actions and Provision of Data Ordered Are Pertinent and 

Necessary   

The Division is requiring Operator to undertake actions and to supply additional project 

data to the Division so it can continue to properly monitor Operator’s Aliso Canyon gas storage 

project and the leaking well within the project (SS 25).  These additional actions and data 

requirements are to ensure that Operator is taking all actions to prevent damage to life, health, 

property, and natural resources by stopping the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas from the well 

as quickly and safely as possible.   

These requirements are, necessarily, in addition to the data Operator has supplied and 

continues to supply, as well as the actions Operator has taken and will continue to take, to 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas. 

In addition to requiring the data for its own ongoing analysis and oversight, the Division 

is convening a panel of technical experts from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
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Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and the Sandia National Laboratory (collectively, the 

“National Laboratories”) that will provide independent expertise to assist the Division in 

monitoring and evaluating Operator’s actions. This group of scientists will, with particular 

expertise in the areas of rock mechanics, well completion, cementing, fluid dynamics, materials 

and corrosion, review data and information that the Division has received and continues to 

receive from Operator. The Division expects Operator to perform the following tasks, as 

discussed in part or in whole in recent technical meetings between the Division and Operator, to 

ensure the Division’s access to additional data it requires. 

 

V. Actions  Required of Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that an emergency exists and that he needs Operator to take the 

following actions to advance the process of monitoring and addressing the uncontrolled flow of 

fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS 

HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, 

and Regulations sections 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10 that Operator: 

 
(A) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to maximize the capture of leaking 
gas, in order to minimize releases while the relief wells are constructed and other actions 
are implemented to permanently shut in the well.  

 
(B) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Monday, December 14, 2015, at 
1700 hours, an updated detailed schedule for the completion of relief well number 1. 

 
(C) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at 1700 hours, a detailed schedule for the completion of additional well pad preparation, 
mobilization of a drilling rigs, and spudding of additional relief wells. 
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(D) Develop and deliver to the Division no later than Tuesday, December 22, 2015, at 
1700 hours, a list of engineering approaches and options along with risks and mitigation 
measures to plug and abandon well SS 25 once a relief well has penetrated well SS 25. 

 
(E) Allow the Division access to contractors for any and all discussions, plans, and 
issues with respect to any efforts related to the closure of SS 25, as well as having 
contractor’s representative from the well control firm and drilling rig(s) and company(s) 
in attendance in morning briefings.  

 
(F) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to safely maximize the capture of 
gas and to minimize releases while relief wells are constructed and other actions are 
implemented to permanently shut in the well. 

 
(G) Immediately notify the Division’s onsite representative of any planned non-
emergency changes to all schedules which SoCal Gas supplies to the Division. 

 
(H) File all necessary notices as required and within 24 hours to the following email 
address: 

dogdist2@conservation.ca.gov 

   

VI. Further Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the findings and legal authorities described in 

section V and elsewhere in this Order, the Supervisor further orders Operator to perform or 

continue to perform the following tasks: 

 
(A) Conduct daily briefings with the Division to report progress to stop the existing 

leak and drill relief wells, identify for the Division issues that could result in 
delays in these activities and present and discuss planned actions and strategies to 
eliminate and/or minimize potential delays. 
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(B) Work with Division staff, and the Division’s contractors, agents, and advisors, to 
confirm and/or adjust priorities and develop and/or modify schedules to protect 
public health and safety and stop the release of fluids. 

 
(C) Provide the Division, and Division’s contractors, state agencies assisting with the 

issue, and advisors, including experts from the National Laboratories, access to the 
well site and attendant facilities, and immediate access to all relevant data and 
information. 

 
(D) Utilize surrounding wells to gather additional subsurface data to evaluate the 

presence, extent, and concentration of storage gas. 

 
(E) Reduce reservoir pressure in the vicinity of SS 25 by continuing to produce from 

wells in proximity to SS 25. 

 
(F) Maximize the rate of withdrawal from the reservoir to reduce reservoir pressure to 

aid in the control and plugging of SS 25. 

 
(G) Withdraw gas from SS 25 at as high a rate as is safe. 

 
(H) Hire additional contractors, as necessary, that specialize in well control, 

cementing, well fluid dynamics, well-killing techniques, and any and all other 
specialties needed for sealing SS 25 as quickly and safely as possible. 

 
(I) Provide all equipment, personnel, and supplies necessary to remediate SS 25 

directly; ensure relief well Porter 39A (relief well number 1) is completed as 
quickly and safely as possible; complete the preparation of a well pad, and 
mobilization and assembly of a second drilling rig for a second relief well; and 
spud, drill, and complete the second relief well as quickly and safely as possible.  

 
(J) Hire contractors, as necessary, to assess slope stability and prepare for significant 

rain events. 
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(K) Continue to not inject gas into the gas storage facility until injection is authorized 

by the Division. 
  

(L) Meet with the public and local officials as requested to update them on current 
status of progress. 
 

VII. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor (801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916) accepts appeal notices on the Supervisor’s 

behalf.  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the filing of an 

appeal of this Order will not operate as an automatic stay of this Order.  (PRC § 3350, 

subd. (b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC 

section 3350, subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the 

Order final.  If Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal 

hearing date, time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written 

decision that affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

 

VIII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Sections V (Actions Required Of Operator) and VI ( Further 

Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform) of this Order will subject Operator to 

potential significant further enforcement action.  Such enforcement action can include a civil 

penalty of up to $25,000 per violation (PRC section 3236.5) and/or criminal prosecution, as 

a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine up to $1,000, imprisonment up to six months, or both, 

for each offense (PRC section 3236).  Similarly, the Supervisor could deny approval of  
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 
Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
801 K Street, MS 24-03 
Sacramento, California 95814-3530 
Telephone (916) 323-6733 
Facsimile (916) 445-9916 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

SECOND EMERGENCY ORDER TO 
PROVIDE DATA AND TAKE SPECIFIED ACTIONS 

RE: 
ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10] 

 
Emergency Order No. 1106 

December 10, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Kenneth A. Harris Jr. 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

Under the authority of the Public Resources Code (PRC), the State Oil and Gas 

Supervisor (Supervisor) may order tests and remedial work concerning oil field operations 

which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural 

resources.  (See PRC §§ 3106 and 3224.)  Further, the Supervisor is to ensure that “no damage 

occurs to the environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas 

storage facilities.  (PRC § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor may request from the operator 

any data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects.  (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator must maintain 

those data and make them available to Division personnel to show, among other things, that no 

damage to life, health, property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  (Cal. 

Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.10, subd. (h).)  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may 

order or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or 

natural resources.”  (PRC § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Regulations section 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in Division files, discussions with Operator, and Division site visits, the 

Supervisor determined that there is an  uncontrolled flow of fluids (see Regulations 

section 1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, API no. 037-00776 (“SS 25”) and a waste of 

gas in the Field, which Operator is and has been addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the 

upset have included ongoing tests and remedial work.  The efforts have not yet remedied the 

1 The Operator Code for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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uncontrolled flow of fluids or stopped the waste of gas.  Finding that an emergency exists, and 

in order to protect life, health, property, and natural resources, the Supervisor needs immediate 

access to data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and current and future 

remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 

3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions 

(a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide the data and take the 

actions identified below. 

 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to include “any well drilled for the 

purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery, repressuring or pressure 

maintenance of oil or gas reservoirs, or disposing of waste fluids from an oil or gas filed; [and] 

any well used to inject or withdraw gas from an underground storage facility[.]” 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 
3 
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or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources … [and] loss of oil, gas, or 

reservoir energy[.]” 

PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states: “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 3225, 

or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order or 

undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air shall be 

prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states that “[t]he supervisor is required to maintain surveillance over 

[underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not lost, that drilling 

of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the environment by reason of 

injection and withdrawal of gas.” 

Regulations section 1724 specifies the types of well records that an operator must 

maintain and includes “[s]uch other information as the Supervisor may require for the 

performance of his or her statutory duties.” 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 
4 

Emergency Order No. 1106; Provide Data and Take Specified Actions Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 

 



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

“[a]dditional data requirements or modifications [as] necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects.” 

SoCal Gas’s Aliso Canyon gas storage project approval letter (dated April 18, 1989, 

revised July 26, 1989) conditions 10 and 11, among others, require SoCal Gas to provide the 

Division, upon its request, with data that it deems necessary to monitor the injection project 

operations and to notify the Division and obtain its approval before making any changes to the 

project that would alter the conditions that were originally approved in the letter. 

 

IV. Reasons Why the Actions and Provision of Data Ordered Are Pertinent and 

Necessary   

The Division is requiring Operator to undertake actions and to supply additional project 

data to the Division so it can continue to properly monitor Operator’s Aliso Canyon gas storage 

project and the leaking well within the project (SS 25).  These additional actions and data 

requirements are to ensure that Operator is taking all actions to prevent damage to life, health, 

property, and natural resources by stopping the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas from the well 

as quickly and safely as possible.   

These requirements are, necessarily, in addition to the data Operator has supplied and 

continues to supply, as well as the actions Operator has taken and will continue to take, to 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas. 

In addition to requiring the data for its own ongoing analysis and oversight, the Division 

is convening a panel of technical experts from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
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Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and the Sandia National Laboratory (collectively, the 

“National Laboratories”) that will provide independent expertise to assist the Division in 

monitoring and evaluating Operator’s actions. This group of scientists will, with particular 

expertise in the areas of rock mechanics, well completion, cementing, fluid dynamics, materials 

and corrosion, review data and information that the Division has received and continues to 

receive from Operator. The Division expects Operator to perform the following tasks, as 

discussed in part or in whole in recent technical meetings between the Division and Operator, to 

ensure the Division’s access to additional data it requires. 

 

V. Actions  Required of Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that an emergency exists and that he needs Operator to take the 

following actions to advance the process of monitoring and addressing the uncontrolled flow of 

fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS 

HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, 

and Regulations sections 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10 that Operator: 

 
(A) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to maximize the capture of leaking 
gas, in order to minimize releases while the relief wells are constructed and other actions 
are implemented to permanently shut in the well.  

 
(B) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Monday, December 14, 2015, at 
1700 hours, an updated detailed schedule for the completion of relief well number 1. 

 
(C) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at 1700 hours, a detailed schedule for the completion of additional well pad preparation, 
mobilization of a drilling rigs, and spudding of additional relief wells. 

 

6 

Emergency Order No. 1106; Provide Data and Take Specified Actions Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 

 



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

(D) Develop and deliver to the Division no later than Tuesday, December 22, 2015, at 
1700 hours, a list of engineering approaches and options along with risks and mitigation 
measures to plug and abandon well SS 25 once a relief well has penetrated well SS 25. 

 
(E) Allow the Division access to contractors for any and all discussions, plans, and 
issues with respect to any efforts related to the closure of SS 25, as well as having 
contractor’s representative from the well control firm and drilling rig(s) and company(s) 
in attendance in morning briefings.  

 
(F) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to safely maximize the capture of 
gas and to minimize releases while relief wells are constructed and other actions are 
implemented to permanently shut in the well. 

 
(G) Immediately notify the Division’s onsite representative of any planned non-
emergency changes to all schedules which SoCal Gas supplies to the Division. 

 
(H) File all necessary notices as required and within 24 hours to the following email 
address: 

dogdist2@conservation.ca.gov 

   

VI. Further Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the findings and legal authorities described in 

section V and elsewhere in this Order, the Supervisor further orders Operator to perform or 

continue to perform the following tasks: 

 
(A) Conduct daily briefings with the Division to report progress to stop the existing 

leak and drill relief wells, identify for the Division issues that could result in 
delays in these activities and present and discuss planned actions and strategies to 
eliminate and/or minimize potential delays. 
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(B) Work with Division staff, and the Division’s contractors, agents, and advisors, to 
confirm and/or adjust priorities and develop and/or modify schedules to protect 
public health and safety and stop the release of fluids. 

 
(C) Provide the Division, and Division’s contractors, state agencies assisting with the 

issue, and advisors, including experts from the National Laboratories, access to the 
well site and attendant facilities, and immediate access to all relevant data and 
information. 

 
(D) Utilize surrounding wells to gather additional subsurface data to evaluate the 

presence, extent, and concentration of storage gas. 

 
(E) Reduce reservoir pressure in the vicinity of SS 25 by continuing to produce from 

wells in proximity to SS 25. 

 
(F) Maximize the rate of withdrawal from the reservoir to reduce reservoir pressure to 

aid in the control and plugging of SS 25. 

 
(G) Withdraw gas from SS 25 at as high a rate as is safe. 

 
(H) Hire additional contractors, as necessary, that specialize in well control, 

cementing, well fluid dynamics, well-killing techniques, and any and all other 
specialties needed for sealing SS 25 as quickly and safely as possible. 

 
(I) Provide all equipment, personnel, and supplies necessary to remediate SS 25 

directly; ensure relief well Porter 39A (relief well number 1) is completed as 
quickly and safely as possible; complete the preparation of a well pad, and 
mobilization and assembly of a second drilling rig for a second relief well; and 
spud, drill, and complete the second relief well as quickly and safely as possible.  

 
(J) Hire contractors, as necessary, to assess slope stability and prepare for significant 

rain events. 
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(K) Continue to not inject gas into the gas storage facility until injection is authorized 

by the Division. 
  

(L) Meet with the public and local officials as requested to update them on current 
status of progress. 
 

VII. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor (801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916) accepts appeal notices on the Supervisor’s 

behalf.  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the filing of an 

appeal of this Order will not operate as an automatic stay of this Order.  (PRC § 3350, 

subd. (b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC 

section 3350, subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the 

Order final.  If Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal 

hearing date, time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written 

decision that affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

 

VIII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Sections V (Actions Required Of Operator) and VI ( Further 

Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform) of this Order will subject Operator to 

potential significant further enforcement action.  Such enforcement action can include a civil 

penalty of up to $25,000 per violation (PRC section 3236.5) and/or criminal prosecution, as 

a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine up to $1,000, imprisonment up to six months, or both, 

for each offense (PRC section 3236).  Similarly, the Supervisor could deny approval of  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mathis, Alicia L <AMathis@semprautilities.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 10:25 PM
To: adam.uehara@fire.lacounty.gov; Aftab, Nadia; Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov; 

Alexander, Lisa; Mathis, Alicia L; Andrade, Claudia M; andrew.fox@lacity.org; Arriola, 
Dennis; Baker, Phil E.; Banuelos, Edward; Barr, Brian A; Bauer, Troy A.; 
Bill.Jones@fire.lacounty.gov; Moxley, Bret; Bruce.Hesson@conservation.ca.gov; 
bryan.gollhofer@wildlife.ca.gov; Calabrese, Mike A.; Canedo, Fiorella L; Carter, Jason W; 
Cho, Jimmie I; christian.corbo@wildlife.ca.gov; Dan.Bout@CalOES.ca.gov; 
dan.douglas@fire.lacounty.gov; Meer, Daniel; David.Stone@Caloes.ca.gov; 
emd.dutyofficer@lacity.org; emile.mack@lacity.org; Franke, Sara; Funches, Belinda; 
gail.manning@lacity.org; Gonzalez, Hector O; gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov; 
gregory.reynar@lacity.org; Allen, HarryL; Hruby, Steven; 
jackie.switzler@fire.lacounty.gov; lesinski.j@gmail.com; MUSANTE, JASON; Johnstone, 
Jeremy; 31060@lapd.lacity.org; john.chappell@sce.com; Johnson, Darrell; 
jose.gomez@fire.lacounty.gov; KButler@ph.lacounty.gov; Kargar, Azra; Lawrence, 
Kathryn; Kerns, Barry; kim.zagaris@caloes.ca.gov; Kloberdanz, Kari; Koskie, W. Jeff; La 
Fevers, Glenn; Lane, Bret; Long, Stacey S.; Loon, Tim P; Lugani, Regina Y; 
mario.tresierras@fire.lacounty.gov; Mike.Lewis@fire.lacounty.gov; 
milton.molina@fire.lacounty.gov; Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov; 
mitch.diehl@fire.lacounty.gov; Montes, Edgar M; Muse, Trisha; 27677@lapd.lacity.org; 
patrick.oyama@lacity.org; Rawls, Wallace; Razavi, Avideh; Rios, Davina M.; 
robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org; Wise, Robert; rsalgado@dir.ca.gov; 
Slieberman@ceooem.lacounty.gov; Salazar, Jeff; Schwecke, Rodger; 
sean.hughes@lacity.org; Serrano, Mark L. (SCG); jones.sherryl@Caloes.ca.gov; Smith, 
Paul; Snyder, Hal; sonia.brown@calOES.ca.gov; stephen.ruda@lacity.org; Tan, Kevin Earl 
Y; terry.wilkinson@fire.lacounty.gov; timothy.torsney@lapd.lacity.org; 
tony.duran@fire.lacounty.gov; 25383@lapd.lacity.org; Tracy, Jill; 
trevor.richmond@lacity.org; Van de Putte, Todd; van der Leeden, Ronald; Van Hover, 
Angela V; Warning.center@oes.ca.gov; winston.perez@fire.lacounty.gov; Wright, Gillian

Subject: Aliso Canyon ICS 209
Attachments: SS25 ICS209 Jan 12  1800.pdf; Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 1-12-15.pdf; 

01-13-16 215 SoCalGas Gas Leak Estimate Reduced by 60 Percent (2).pdf

Please see attached. 
 
Alicia L. Mathis 
First Responder Program Manager 
SoCalGas Company 
555 W. 5th St. 
LA CA 90013 
(562)233‐9904 
 



Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) 
 

 

1. Incident Name: 2. Incident Number: 

SS-25 DNA    

3. Report 
Version: 

4. Incident Commander(s) & Agency or 
Organization: 
 

5. Incident Management 
Organization: 

6. Incident Start 
Date/Time:   

    Initial 
X    Update 

 
X 

  Final 
  INTERNAL 

 

Jimmie Cho (SoCalGas) Internal Southern 
California Gas 

Company Incident 
Management 

 

Date: 10/23/2015 
Time: 

 

  

7. Current Incident 
Size or Area 
Involved: 
 
Southern California 
Gas Company 
Aliso Canyon 
Well site #SS-25 

 

8. Percent (%) 
Contained or 
Completed: 

Percent (%) of 
Perimeter to be 
Contained: 
N/A 

 

9. Incident Type: 
HazMat 
B. Incident 
Description: 
C. Cause: 
Accidental/Unknown 
  

10. Incident 
Complexity 
Level: 
X   Single 
    Complex 

 Type 3 
 

11. Report Time Period: 
 

From Date/Time: 1/12/2016 0600 

To Date/Time: 1/12/2016 1800 
  

 

12. Prepared By: 
13. Approved By:  
  

Print Name: Alicia Mathis, So Cal Gas 

Date/Time Prepared: 1/12/2016 1800 
 

Print Name: Jimmie Cho,  So Cal Gas 
                                            
Signature:                         Jimmie Cho                                                   
 

 

14. Date/Time Submitted: 15. Primary Location, Organization, or Agency Sent To: 
NOT SUBMITTED TO OSCC OSCC (Internal ICS-209 only; not submitted to OSCC) 
 

16. State: 
17. County / Parish / Borough: 
 

18. City: 

CA 
Los Angeles 
 

Unincorporated LA County 
 

19. Unit or Other: 

 
20. Incident Jurisdiction: 
 
So Cal Gas Property 

21. Incident Location Ownership: 
 
Los Angeles County 

 

22. Latitude/Longitude: 23. US National Grid Reference: 24. Legal Description: 

  Latitude:  34º 18' 54" 
  Longitude:  118º 33' 51" 
 

  Grid Zone:  
  x-Coordinate:  
  y-Coordinate:  
 

  Principal Meridian:  
  Township:  Range:  Section:  
  1/4 Sec:  of 1/4 Sec:  
  

25. Short Location or Area Description (list all affected areas or a reference point): 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Field (Southern California Gas Company) 
 

26. UTM Coordinates: 
  Zone:    Easting:  
   
  

27. Note any electronic geospatial data included or attached (indicate data format, content, and collection time 
information and labels): 
 
 



 
28. Significant Events for the Time Period Reported: 
 
Customer Assistance: Continued to offer relocation for area residents. Currently 15 firms are assisting with the 
effort. An audit method is being developed to determine effectiveness of relocation effort. An audit firm has been 
hired for the task. Filling data request made by City Attorney’s Office on relocation information. Efforts are being 
focused on data scrubbing and making sure relocation numbers reflect the correct counts. 
 
Environmental:  Continued to develop mitigation strategies to support operations and weather conditions. 
Continued air monitoring on site and in community. Hired health expert Mary McDaniels to respond to health 
related concerns in the community. ARB results of flyover indicated that emissions are 60% less than in  
December (see attached). The next phase of AQMD hearing will be on Saturday 1/16 - public comment phase is 
completed. Continued offering of in home air filters and weather-stripping. 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site): Made seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22.  
Weather was not favorable today, the wind was too strong at site to place 3rd tray over hole - extended tray by 
another 20 ft. 
Finalizing plans on gas capture system with design firm – presentation tomorrow. 
P39A: Relief well, drilling in progress. At 7390 ft. Ranging run #12 at 7600ft. 
Second drill site at PS-20: Completed site grading. Equipment and drill rig is staged to move in place. Site prep and 
drying out base.  
 
To date five different methods are being attempted to control the gas leak at well SS25: 
 

• Drilling relief well to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.    
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 
 

Public Information:   Community Resource Center (CRC) was open today – 326 visitors.  
Agency/Stakeholder Information: Governor Brown’s office has scheduled a public hearing for Friday evening in 
Porter Ranch in attendance will be: CPUC, ARB, EPA, DOGGR and CalOES. A 10am meeting is scheduled 
tomorrow at Chatsworth Base to review the design of the air capture system. All visits to site must be coordinated 
through Liaison Officer Jeff Salazar at (951)255-7399. 
Media Information: 30 media inquiries today. News stories in KNBC, Reuters, PBS, CBS, KNX, and LA Times.  
Social Media: Environmental Activist Erin Brockovich is sharing regularly through tweets, and facebook. 
 

Website posted: wwwalisoupdates.com. 
 
 
 
 

29. Primary Fuel Model, or Materials, or Hazards Involved (hazardous chemicals, fuel types, infectious agents, 
radiation, etc.): Natural Gas Well 
 
 

30. Damage Assessment Information (summarize damage and/or 
restriction of use or availability to residential or commercial property, 
natural resources, critical infrastructure and key resources, etc.): 
 
Access to well SS-25 restricted to emergency operations personnel 
only.  Access to wells adjacent to SS-25 also restricted. 
Restricted no fly zone 
 
 
 
 

Structural 
Summary 

# 
Threatened 
(up to 72 

hrs.) 

# 
Damaged 

# 
Destroyed 

Single 
Residences 

8000 0 0 

Multiple 
Residences 

20 0 0 

Nonresidential 
Commercial 
Property 

100 0 0 

 

 



31. Public Status Summary: 
  Number of Civilians (Public) Indicated Below: 

  Previous Report 
Total 

Installed 
Today 

Total 
# to-
date 

Relocations:    

 Total Inquiries 
 

4605  0 

 Placements 2506  0 

 In process 
 

1550  0 

 Calls pending resolution 
 

549  0 

Air Filtration:   0 

 Air Scrubbers 
 

1708 148 0 

 Plug in devices 
 

649 106 0 

 

 Weatherization 
 

993 
 

152 
0 

Total number of 
households (Public) 
Affected: 

6638   

  

32. Responder Status Summary: 
  Number of Responders Indicated Below: 

  Previous 
Report 
Total 

# this 
Reporting 

Period 

Total 
# to-
date 

Fatalities 0  0 

With Injuries/Illness 0  1 

Trapped/In Need of 
Rescue 

0  0 

Missing 0  0 

Evacuated 0  0 

Sheltering in Place 0  0 

In Temporary 
Shelters 

0  0 

Have Received Mass 
Immunizations 

0  0 

Require 
Immunizations 

0  0 

In Quarantine 0  0 

Total # Responders 
Affected: 

0  1 

   

33. Life, Safety, and Health Status/Threat Remarks: 
 No evacuations are in place.  Trigger points are defined and to be 
evaluated during the operational period. 
 

35. Weather Concerns (synopsis of current and predicted weather; discuss 
related factors that may cause concern): 
 

 Wind patterns at the well site and adjoining areas affect 
safe operations.   

 Strong winds at site today.  
 Clear and sunny. 
 Winds expected to be 10-15 mph on Wednesday. 
 47 degrees low and 63 degrees high on Wednesday. 

 
  

34. Life, Safety, and Health Threat 
Management: 

  Active? 

No Likely Threat Yes 

Mass Notifications in Progress  No 

Mass Notifications Completed Yes  

No Evacuation(s) Imminent No 

Planning for Evacuation No  

Planning for Shelter-in-Place  No 

Evacuation(s) in Progress  No 

Shelter-in-Place in Progress  No  

Area Restriction in Effect Yes 
   

36. Projected Incident Activity, Potential, Movement, Escalation, or Spread and influencing factors during the next 
operational period and in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes: 

12 hours: 
 
It is anticipated that gas leaking from well SS-25 will continue to vent until mitigation efforts are 
successful. 

24 hours: 
 
Same as 12-hour 

 
48 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 

 
Anticipated after 72 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 
 

 



37. Strategic Objectives (define planned end-state for incident): 
 Control the venting gas by plugging the well or by drilling a relief well to intercept well SS-25.   
 

38. Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and 
beyond.  Summarize primary incident threats to life, property, communities and community stability, residences, 
health care facilities, other critical infrastructure and key resources, commercial facilities, natural and 
environmental resources, cultural resources, and continuity of operations and/or business.  Identify corresponding 
incident-related potential economic or cascading impacts: 

12 hours: 

 
The threat to the public is low as the well is located in an isolated, mountain area more than a mile 
away from and more than 1,200 feet higher than the closest home or public area. Scientists agree 
natural gas is not toxic and that its odorant is harmless at the minute levels at which it is added to 
natural gas. In outdoor locations such as this, natural gas quickly dissipates into the air, greatly reducing 
the possibility for ignition and further diluting the gas as it reaches the public. 

24 hours: Same as 12-hour 
48 hours: Same as 12-hour 
72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
Anticipated after 72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
 

39. Critical Resource Needs in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and beyond to meet critical incident 
objectives.  List resource category, kind, and/or type, and amount needed, in priority order: 
12 hours: None 
24 hours: None 
48 hours: None 
72 hours: None 

Anticipated after 72 hours: 
None 
 
 

 

40. Strategic Discussion:  Explain the relation of overall strategy, constraints, and current available information to: 
  1) critical resource needs identified above,  
  2) the Incident Action Plan and management objectives and targets. 
• Multiple applications of leak mitigation fluid have been unsuccessful. 
• SCG is currently exploring all means to stop leak and abandon well. 
• The weather conditions have at times stopped operations. 
 

 

41. Planned Actions for Next Operational Period: 
 

 Continue mitigation efforts to stop the flow of gas from the well. 
 Drilling of relief well at site P-39. 
 Preparing equipment and base of 2nd relief well at PS-20 
 Update stakeholders, perform community outreach activities, address media inquiries, and continue 

to update the website and the virtual Joint Information Center (JIC). 
 

 

42. Projected Final Incident Size/Area:  Only well SS-25 is involved 
 

43. Anticipated Incident Containment or Completion Date:  2/24/2016 to 3/30/2016 
 

44. Projected Significant Resource Demobilization Start Date: 
 

45. Estimated Incident Costs to Date:  Internal data to SoCal Gas 
  
 

46. Projected Final Incident Cost Estimate:   
 
 

47. Remarks (or continuation of any blocks above – list block number in notation): 
 SoCal Gas is providing incident updates at: 
 https://wwwalisoupdates.com 
 
  



49: Resources 

48. Agency or 
      Business 

  CR1 CR2 CR2IA CRC HEL2 ENG3 ENG6 DOZR WTDT WTDS 50. 
Ovhd 

51. 
Tot 
Pers 

SoCalGas Pers           34 34 

Halliburton Services 
Boots & Coots 

Pers           13 13 

AECOM Pers           9 9 

Onyx Pers           8 8 

Fluor Pers           5 5 

BCI Pers           10 10 

Hurst Welding Pers           2 2 

Doby Hagar Trucking Pers           8 8 

KVAC Pers           18 18 

G. Volkmar Pers           1 1 

Ensign Pers           12 12 

Capstone Pers           10 10 

Pacific Petroleum  Pers           10 10 

T&T Crane Services Pres           3 3 

Steve Cardiff Pres           1 1 

52. Total Resources            144 144 
 

53. Additional Cooperating and Assisting Organizations Not Listed Above: 
 
 LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division, LA County Public Health, AQMD, 
DOGGR, LAFD, LACoFD, LA County OEM, CAL OES, PUC, EPA, CAL OSHA, 
OEHHA, LA County BOS 5th District, LA City Attorney’s office, Senator Fran Pavley’s 
Office, LA Mayor’s Office, and LA City Council Member Mitchell Englander’s Office. 
 
 

 

JAN 12, 2016  1800 PM 
 

 



-more- 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
 

California Air Resources Board Latest Leak Estimates Indicate  
60-Percent Reduction of Porter Ranch Methane Leak 

 
LOS ANGELES, CA, Jan. 12, 2016 – The most recent Aliso Canyon preliminary methane 
emissions estimates by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) were posted yesterday, 
showing updated rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well that indicate 
emissions have decreased from CARB’s initial preliminary estimates, SoCalGas announced 
today.  This new posting represents an estimated 60-percent reduction in CARB emissions 
estimates since the Nov. 28 data, according to the latest CARB monitoring data, and an 
approximate 20-percent reduction in emissions estimates since the most recent Dec. 23 
preliminary estimate by CARB.   
 
CARB releases rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well based on data 
collected during periodic flights using sensitive monitoring equipment.  The flyover data provides 
an estimated emission rate at the time the flights are conducted, and are used to develop a 
rough estimate of the total methane leaked to date.  As CARB also acknowledges, a more 
refined estimate of the actual emissions will be conducted once the leak is stopped and 
additional data is collected and reviewed.  
 
Preliminary methane emissions based on CARB data collected on Jan. 8 and posted yesterday 
show emissions have declined to 23,400 kilograms per hour from a high estimate of 58,000 
kilograms on Nov. 28, according to information posted on the CARB web site. 
 
CARB also calculated the total estimated volume of greenhouse gas (GHG) released from the 
well since the leak was detected at 1.9 million metric tons in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
According to CARB’s report on annual GHG emissions in California, the estimated total from the 
Aliso leak is less than one-half of 1 percent (0.4 percent) of California’s total annual GHG 
emissions in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
 
SoCalGas is reiterating its intent to mitigate the environmental impact of the actual amount of 
natural gas released from the leak. 
 
Actions SoCalGas has taken to reduce emissions: 
 

 For several weeks, in consultation with the CPUC, SoCalGas has been withdrawing 
natural gas from the storage field at almost double the typical rate for this time of the 
year by prioritizing the use of natural gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer 
demand. 



 

 
 As a result of SoCalGas’ withdrawals, the storage field’s operating capacity has gone 

from being approximately 90-percent full before the leak, to being at most 37-percent 
full, as of Jan. 10, with the additional amount that has leaked unknown at this time. 
 

 SoCalGas has developed a gas capture system that is designed to capture emissions 
from the well before they are emitted into the environment.  Once permitted, SoCalGas 
intends to operate this capture system, provided site-specific safety conditions allow.  
This capture system is designed to further reduce a portion of emissions from entering 
the atmosphere through diversion and treatment. 
 

SoCalGas is focused on stopping the leak and reducing air quality impacts as safely and quickly 
as reasonably possible. 
 
 
About Southern California Gas Co. 
Southern California Gas Co. has been delivering clean, safe and reliable natural gas to its 
customers for more than 140 years. It is the nation’s largest natural gas distribution utility, 
providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 
500 communities. The company’s service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square 
miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of sempra.com (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy 
services holding company based in San Diego.  
 

### 
 
Contact: | SoCalGas  
Media Hotline: 877.643.2331 or 858-740-8121| socalgas.com/news-room | @SoCalGasNews  

 
 
This press release contains statements that are not historical fact and constitute forward-looking statements within 
the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  These statements can be identified by words 
like "believes," "expects," "anticipates," "plans," "estimates,"  "projects," "forecasts," "contemplates," "intends," 
"depends," "should," "could," "would," "will," "confident," "may," "potential," "possible,"  "proposed,"  "target," 
"pursue," "goals," "outlook," "maintain" or similar expressions, or discussions of guidance, strategies, plans, goals, 
opportunities, projections, initiatives, objectives or intentions.  Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of 
performance.  They involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions.  Future results may differ materially from those 
expressed in the forward-looking statements.  Forward-looking statements are necessarily based upon various 
assumptions involving judgments with respect to the future and other risks, including, among others: local, 
regional, national and international economic, competitive, political, legislative and regulatory conditions and 
developments; actions and the timing of actions, including issuances of permits to construct and licenses for 
operation, by the California Public Utilities Commission, California State Legislature, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, California Energy Commission, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
California Air Resources Board, and other regulatory, governmental and environmental bodies in the United States; 
the timing and success of business development efforts and construction, maintenance and capital projects, 
including risks in obtaining, maintaining or extending permits, licenses, certificates and other authorizations on a 
timely basis and risks in obtaining adequate and competitive financing for such projects; energy markets, including 
the timing and extent of changes and volatility in commodity prices, and the impact of any protracted reduction in 
oil and natural gas prices from historical averages; the impact on the value of our natural gas storage assets from 
low natural gas prices, low volatility of natural gas prices and the inability to procure favorable long-term contracts 
for natural gas storage services; delays in the timing of costs incurred and the timing of the regulatory agency 



 

authorization to recover such costs in rates from customers; deviations from regulatory precedent or practice that 
result in a reallocation of benefits or burdens among shareholders and ratepayers; capital markets conditions, 
including the availability of credit and the liquidity of our investments; inflation and  interest rates; the availability 
of electric power and natural gas, and natural gas pipeline and storage capacity, including disruptions caused by 
failures in the North American transmission grid, pipeline explosions and equipment failures; cybersecurity threats 
to the energy grid, natural gas storage and pipeline infrastructure, the information and systems used to operate 
our businesses and the confidentiality of our proprietary information and the personal information of our 
customers, terrorist attacks that threaten system operations and critical infrastructure, and wars; weather 
conditions, conservation efforts, natural disasters, catastrophic accidents, and other events that may disrupt our 
operations, damage our facilities and systems, and subject us to third-party liability for property damage or 
personal injuries some of which may or may not be covered by insurance; risks that our partners or counterparties 
will be unable or unwilling to fulfill their contractual commitments;business, regulatory, environmental and legal 
decisions and requirements; the inability or determination not to enter into long-term supply and sales agreements 
or long-term firm capacity agreements due to insufficient market interest, unattractive pricing or other factors; the 
resolution of litigation; and other uncertainties, all of which are difficult to predict and many of which are beyond 
our control.  These risks and uncertainties are further discussed in the reports that the company has filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. These reports are available through the EDGAR system free-of-charge on the 
SEC's website, www.sec.gov.  Investors should not rely unduly on any forward-looking statements.  These forward-
looking statements speak only as of the date hereof, and the company undertakes no obligation to update or revise 
these forecasts or projections or other forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future 
events or otherwise. 
 
 



Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 

LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division – Division Chief Bill Jones, 
bill.jones@fire.lacounty.gov 

LA County Public Health - Mike Rogers Chief of Operations Emergency Operations -
Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov 

South Coast AQMD – Mohsen Nazemi, Deputy Executive Officer, Engineering and Compliance  

mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 

DOGGR – Scott Walker scott.walker@conservation.ca.gov  

LACoFD – Gregory Hisel, gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov 

LAFD – Gregory S. Reynar, Assistant Chief LAFD - Operations Valley Bureau - gregory.reynar@lacity.org 

LAPD – Robert Marino – Robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org 

LA County OEM – Jeffery Reeb – jreeb@ceooem.lacounty.gov 

LAUSD – Jill Barnes – jill.barnes@lausd.net 

CAL OES – Dave Stone, david.stone@caloes.ca.gov 

CPUC -  Randy Holter – randy.holter@cpuc.ca.gov 

EPA – Bret Moxley, moxley.bret@epa.gov   

CAL OSHA – Robert Salgado – rsalgado@dir.ca.gov 

LA County Board of Supervisors 5th District – Jarrod DeGonia – jdegonia@lacbos.org 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mathis, Alicia L <AMathis@semprautilities.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 10:25 PM
To: adam.uehara@fire.lacounty.gov; Aftab, Nadia; Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov; 

Alexander, Lisa; Mathis, Alicia L; Andrade, Claudia M; andrew.fox@lacity.org; Arriola, 
Dennis; Baker, Phil E.; Banuelos, Edward; Barr, Brian A; Bauer, Troy A.; 
Bill.Jones@fire.lacounty.gov; Moxley, Bret; Bruce.Hesson@conservation.ca.gov; 
bryan.gollhofer@wildlife.ca.gov; Calabrese, Mike A.; Canedo, Fiorella L; Carter, Jason W; 
Cho, Jimmie I; christian.corbo@wildlife.ca.gov; Dan.Bout@CalOES.ca.gov; 
dan.douglas@fire.lacounty.gov; Meer, Daniel; David.Stone@Caloes.ca.gov; 
emd.dutyofficer@lacity.org; emile.mack@lacity.org; Franke, Sara; Funches, Belinda; 
gail.manning@lacity.org; Gonzalez, Hector O; gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov; 
gregory.reynar@lacity.org; Allen, HarryL; Hruby, Steven; 
jackie.switzler@fire.lacounty.gov; lesinski.j@gmail.com; MUSANTE, JASON; Johnstone, 
Jeremy; 31060@lapd.lacity.org; john.chappell@sce.com; Johnson, Darrell; 
jose.gomez@fire.lacounty.gov; KButler@ph.lacounty.gov; Kargar, Azra; Lawrence, 
Kathryn; Kerns, Barry; kim.zagaris@caloes.ca.gov; Kloberdanz, Kari; Koskie, W. Jeff; La 
Fevers, Glenn; Lane, Bret; Long, Stacey S.; Loon, Tim P; Lugani, Regina Y; 
mario.tresierras@fire.lacounty.gov; Mike.Lewis@fire.lacounty.gov; 
milton.molina@fire.lacounty.gov; Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov; 
mitch.diehl@fire.lacounty.gov; Montes, Edgar M; Muse, Trisha; 27677@lapd.lacity.org; 
patrick.oyama@lacity.org; Rawls, Wallace; Razavi, Avideh; Rios, Davina M.; 
robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org; Wise, Robert; rsalgado@dir.ca.gov; 
Slieberman@ceooem.lacounty.gov; Salazar, Jeff; Schwecke, Rodger; 
sean.hughes@lacity.org; Serrano, Mark L. (SCG); jones.sherryl@Caloes.ca.gov; Smith, 
Paul; Snyder, Hal; sonia.brown@calOES.ca.gov; stephen.ruda@lacity.org; Tan, Kevin Earl 
Y; terry.wilkinson@fire.lacounty.gov; timothy.torsney@lapd.lacity.org; 
tony.duran@fire.lacounty.gov; 25383@lapd.lacity.org; Tracy, Jill; 
trevor.richmond@lacity.org; Van de Putte, Todd; van der Leeden, Ronald; Van Hover, 
Angela V; Warning.center@oes.ca.gov; winston.perez@fire.lacounty.gov; Wright, Gillian

Subject: Aliso Canyon ICS 209
Attachments: SS25 ICS209 Jan 12  1800.pdf; Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 1-12-15.pdf; 

01-13-16 215 SoCalGas Gas Leak Estimate Reduced by 60 Percent (2).pdf

Please see attached. 
 
Alicia L. Mathis 
First Responder Program Manager 
SoCalGas Company 
555 W. 5th St. 
LA CA 90013 
(562)233‐9904 
 



Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) 
 

 

1. Incident Name: 2. Incident Number: 

SS-25 DNA    

3. Report 
Version: 

4. Incident Commander(s) & Agency or 
Organization: 
 

5. Incident Management 
Organization: 

6. Incident Start 
Date/Time:   

    Initial 
X    Update 

 
X 

  Final 
  INTERNAL 

 

Jimmie Cho (SoCalGas) Internal Southern 
California Gas 

Company Incident 
Management 

 

Date: 10/23/2015 
Time: 

 

  

7. Current Incident 
Size or Area 
Involved: 
 
Southern California 
Gas Company 
Aliso Canyon 
Well site #SS-25 

 

8. Percent (%) 
Contained or 
Completed: 

Percent (%) of 
Perimeter to be 
Contained: 
N/A 

 

9. Incident Type: 
HazMat 
B. Incident 
Description: 
C. Cause: 
Accidental/Unknown 
  

10. Incident 
Complexity 
Level: 
X   Single 
    Complex 

 Type 3 
 

11. Report Time Period: 
 

From Date/Time: 1/12/2016 0600 

To Date/Time: 1/12/2016 1800 
  

 

12. Prepared By: 
13. Approved By:  
  

Print Name: Alicia Mathis, So Cal Gas 

Date/Time Prepared: 1/12/2016 1800 
 

Print Name: Jimmie Cho,  So Cal Gas 
                                            
Signature:                         Jimmie Cho                                                   
 

 

14. Date/Time Submitted: 15. Primary Location, Organization, or Agency Sent To: 
NOT SUBMITTED TO OSCC OSCC (Internal ICS-209 only; not submitted to OSCC) 
 

16. State: 
17. County / Parish / Borough: 
 

18. City: 

CA 
Los Angeles 
 

Unincorporated LA County 
 

19. Unit or Other: 

 
20. Incident Jurisdiction: 
 
So Cal Gas Property 

21. Incident Location Ownership: 
 
Los Angeles County 

 

22. Latitude/Longitude: 23. US National Grid Reference: 24. Legal Description: 

  Latitude:  34º 18' 54" 
  Longitude:  118º 33' 51" 
 

  Grid Zone:  
  x-Coordinate:  
  y-Coordinate:  
 

  Principal Meridian:  
  Township:  Range:  Section:  
  1/4 Sec:  of 1/4 Sec:  
  

25. Short Location or Area Description (list all affected areas or a reference point): 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Field (Southern California Gas Company) 
 

26. UTM Coordinates: 
  Zone:    Easting:  
   
  

27. Note any electronic geospatial data included or attached (indicate data format, content, and collection time 
information and labels): 
 
 



 
28. Significant Events for the Time Period Reported: 
 
Customer Assistance: Continued to offer relocation for area residents. Currently 15 firms are assisting with the 
effort. An audit method is being developed to determine effectiveness of relocation effort. An audit firm has been 
hired for the task. Filling data request made by City Attorney’s Office on relocation information. Efforts are being 
focused on data scrubbing and making sure relocation numbers reflect the correct counts. 
 
Environmental:  Continued to develop mitigation strategies to support operations and weather conditions. 
Continued air monitoring on site and in community. Hired health expert Mary McDaniels to respond to health 
related concerns in the community. ARB results of flyover indicated that emissions are 60% less than in  
December (see attached). The next phase of AQMD hearing will be on Saturday 1/16 - public comment phase is 
completed. Continued offering of in home air filters and weather-stripping. 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site): Made seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22.  
Weather was not favorable today, the wind was too strong at site to place 3rd tray over hole - extended tray by 
another 20 ft. 
Finalizing plans on gas capture system with design firm – presentation tomorrow. 
P39A: Relief well, drilling in progress. At 7390 ft. Ranging run #12 at 7600ft. 
Second drill site at PS-20: Completed site grading. Equipment and drill rig is staged to move in place. Site prep and 
drying out base.  
 
To date five different methods are being attempted to control the gas leak at well SS25: 
 

• Drilling relief well to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.    
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 
 

Public Information:   Community Resource Center (CRC) was open today – 326 visitors.  
Agency/Stakeholder Information: Governor Brown’s office has scheduled a public hearing for Friday evening in 
Porter Ranch in attendance will be: CPUC, ARB, EPA, DOGGR and CalOES. A 10am meeting is scheduled 
tomorrow at Chatsworth Base to review the design of the air capture system. All visits to site must be coordinated 
through Liaison Officer Jeff Salazar at (951)255-7399. 
Media Information: 30 media inquiries today. News stories in KNBC, Reuters, PBS, CBS, KNX, and LA Times.  
Social Media: Environmental Activist Erin Brockovich is sharing regularly through tweets, and facebook. 
 

Website posted: wwwalisoupdates.com. 
 
 
 
 

29. Primary Fuel Model, or Materials, or Hazards Involved (hazardous chemicals, fuel types, infectious agents, 
radiation, etc.): Natural Gas Well 
 
 

30. Damage Assessment Information (summarize damage and/or 
restriction of use or availability to residential or commercial property, 
natural resources, critical infrastructure and key resources, etc.): 
 
Access to well SS-25 restricted to emergency operations personnel 
only.  Access to wells adjacent to SS-25 also restricted. 
Restricted no fly zone 
 
 
 
 

Structural 
Summary 

# 
Threatened 
(up to 72 

hrs.) 

# 
Damaged 

# 
Destroyed 

Single 
Residences 

8000 0 0 

Multiple 
Residences 

20 0 0 

Nonresidential 
Commercial 
Property 

100 0 0 

 

 



31. Public Status Summary: 
  Number of Civilians (Public) Indicated Below: 

  Previous Report 
Total 

Installed 
Today 

Total 
# to-
date 

Relocations:    

 Total Inquiries 
 

4605  0 

 Placements 2506  0 

 In process 
 

1550  0 

 Calls pending resolution 
 

549  0 

Air Filtration:   0 

 Air Scrubbers 
 

1708 148 0 

 Plug in devices 
 

649 106 0 

 

 Weatherization 
 

993 
 

152 
0 

Total number of 
households (Public) 
Affected: 

6638   

  

32. Responder Status Summary: 
  Number of Responders Indicated Below: 

  Previous 
Report 
Total 

# this 
Reporting 

Period 

Total 
# to-
date 

Fatalities 0  0 

With Injuries/Illness 0  1 

Trapped/In Need of 
Rescue 

0  0 

Missing 0  0 

Evacuated 0  0 

Sheltering in Place 0  0 

In Temporary 
Shelters 

0  0 

Have Received Mass 
Immunizations 

0  0 

Require 
Immunizations 

0  0 

In Quarantine 0  0 

Total # Responders 
Affected: 

0  1 

   

33. Life, Safety, and Health Status/Threat Remarks: 
 No evacuations are in place.  Trigger points are defined and to be 
evaluated during the operational period. 
 

35. Weather Concerns (synopsis of current and predicted weather; discuss 
related factors that may cause concern): 
 

 Wind patterns at the well site and adjoining areas affect 
safe operations.   

 Strong winds at site today.  
 Clear and sunny. 
 Winds expected to be 10-15 mph on Wednesday. 
 47 degrees low and 63 degrees high on Wednesday. 

 
  

34. Life, Safety, and Health Threat 
Management: 

  Active? 

No Likely Threat Yes 

Mass Notifications in Progress  No 

Mass Notifications Completed Yes  

No Evacuation(s) Imminent No 

Planning for Evacuation No  

Planning for Shelter-in-Place  No 

Evacuation(s) in Progress  No 

Shelter-in-Place in Progress  No  

Area Restriction in Effect Yes 
   

36. Projected Incident Activity, Potential, Movement, Escalation, or Spread and influencing factors during the next 
operational period and in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes: 

12 hours: 
 
It is anticipated that gas leaking from well SS-25 will continue to vent until mitigation efforts are 
successful. 

24 hours: 
 
Same as 12-hour 

 
48 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 

 
Anticipated after 72 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 
 

 



37. Strategic Objectives (define planned end-state for incident): 
 Control the venting gas by plugging the well or by drilling a relief well to intercept well SS-25.   
 

38. Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and 
beyond.  Summarize primary incident threats to life, property, communities and community stability, residences, 
health care facilities, other critical infrastructure and key resources, commercial facilities, natural and 
environmental resources, cultural resources, and continuity of operations and/or business.  Identify corresponding 
incident-related potential economic or cascading impacts: 

12 hours: 

 
The threat to the public is low as the well is located in an isolated, mountain area more than a mile 
away from and more than 1,200 feet higher than the closest home or public area. Scientists agree 
natural gas is not toxic and that its odorant is harmless at the minute levels at which it is added to 
natural gas. In outdoor locations such as this, natural gas quickly dissipates into the air, greatly reducing 
the possibility for ignition and further diluting the gas as it reaches the public. 

24 hours: Same as 12-hour 
48 hours: Same as 12-hour 
72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
Anticipated after 72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
 

39. Critical Resource Needs in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and beyond to meet critical incident 
objectives.  List resource category, kind, and/or type, and amount needed, in priority order: 
12 hours: None 
24 hours: None 
48 hours: None 
72 hours: None 

Anticipated after 72 hours: 
None 
 
 

 

40. Strategic Discussion:  Explain the relation of overall strategy, constraints, and current available information to: 
  1) critical resource needs identified above,  
  2) the Incident Action Plan and management objectives and targets. 
• Multiple applications of leak mitigation fluid have been unsuccessful. 
• SCG is currently exploring all means to stop leak and abandon well. 
• The weather conditions have at times stopped operations. 
 

 

41. Planned Actions for Next Operational Period: 
 

 Continue mitigation efforts to stop the flow of gas from the well. 
 Drilling of relief well at site P-39. 
 Preparing equipment and base of 2nd relief well at PS-20 
 Update stakeholders, perform community outreach activities, address media inquiries, and continue 

to update the website and the virtual Joint Information Center (JIC). 
 

 

42. Projected Final Incident Size/Area:  Only well SS-25 is involved 
 

43. Anticipated Incident Containment or Completion Date:  2/24/2016 to 3/30/2016 
 

44. Projected Significant Resource Demobilization Start Date: 
 

45. Estimated Incident Costs to Date:  Internal data to SoCal Gas 
  
 

46. Projected Final Incident Cost Estimate:   
 
 

47. Remarks (or continuation of any blocks above – list block number in notation): 
 SoCal Gas is providing incident updates at: 
 https://wwwalisoupdates.com 
 
  



49: Resources 

48. Agency or 
      Business 

  CR1 CR2 CR2IA CRC HEL2 ENG3 ENG6 DOZR WTDT WTDS 50. 
Ovhd 

51. 
Tot 
Pers 

SoCalGas Pers           34 34 

Halliburton Services 
Boots & Coots 

Pers           13 13 

AECOM Pers           9 9 

Onyx Pers           8 8 

Fluor Pers           5 5 

BCI Pers           10 10 

Hurst Welding Pers           2 2 

Doby Hagar Trucking Pers           8 8 

KVAC Pers           18 18 

G. Volkmar Pers           1 1 

Ensign Pers           12 12 

Capstone Pers           10 10 

Pacific Petroleum  Pers           10 10 

T&T Crane Services Pres           3 3 

Steve Cardiff Pres           1 1 

52. Total Resources            144 144 
 

53. Additional Cooperating and Assisting Organizations Not Listed Above: 
 
 LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division, LA County Public Health, AQMD, 
DOGGR, LAFD, LACoFD, LA County OEM, CAL OES, PUC, EPA, CAL OSHA, 
OEHHA, LA County BOS 5th District, LA City Attorney’s office, Senator Fran Pavley’s 
Office, LA Mayor’s Office, and LA City Council Member Mitchell Englander’s Office. 
 
 

 

JAN 12, 2016  1800 PM 
 

 



-more- 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
 

California Air Resources Board Latest Leak Estimates Indicate  
60-Percent Reduction of Porter Ranch Methane Leak 

 
LOS ANGELES, CA, Jan. 12, 2016 – The most recent Aliso Canyon preliminary methane 
emissions estimates by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) were posted yesterday, 
showing updated rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well that indicate 
emissions have decreased from CARB’s initial preliminary estimates, SoCalGas announced 
today.  This new posting represents an estimated 60-percent reduction in CARB emissions 
estimates since the Nov. 28 data, according to the latest CARB monitoring data, and an 
approximate 20-percent reduction in emissions estimates since the most recent Dec. 23 
preliminary estimate by CARB.   
 
CARB releases rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well based on data 
collected during periodic flights using sensitive monitoring equipment.  The flyover data provides 
an estimated emission rate at the time the flights are conducted, and are used to develop a 
rough estimate of the total methane leaked to date.  As CARB also acknowledges, a more 
refined estimate of the actual emissions will be conducted once the leak is stopped and 
additional data is collected and reviewed.  
 
Preliminary methane emissions based on CARB data collected on Jan. 8 and posted yesterday 
show emissions have declined to 23,400 kilograms per hour from a high estimate of 58,000 
kilograms on Nov. 28, according to information posted on the CARB web site. 
 
CARB also calculated the total estimated volume of greenhouse gas (GHG) released from the 
well since the leak was detected at 1.9 million metric tons in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
According to CARB’s report on annual GHG emissions in California, the estimated total from the 
Aliso leak is less than one-half of 1 percent (0.4 percent) of California’s total annual GHG 
emissions in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
 
SoCalGas is reiterating its intent to mitigate the environmental impact of the actual amount of 
natural gas released from the leak. 
 
Actions SoCalGas has taken to reduce emissions: 
 

 For several weeks, in consultation with the CPUC, SoCalGas has been withdrawing 
natural gas from the storage field at almost double the typical rate for this time of the 
year by prioritizing the use of natural gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer 
demand. 



 

 
 As a result of SoCalGas’ withdrawals, the storage field’s operating capacity has gone 

from being approximately 90-percent full before the leak, to being at most 37-percent 
full, as of Jan. 10, with the additional amount that has leaked unknown at this time. 
 

 SoCalGas has developed a gas capture system that is designed to capture emissions 
from the well before they are emitted into the environment.  Once permitted, SoCalGas 
intends to operate this capture system, provided site-specific safety conditions allow.  
This capture system is designed to further reduce a portion of emissions from entering 
the atmosphere through diversion and treatment. 
 

SoCalGas is focused on stopping the leak and reducing air quality impacts as safely and quickly 
as reasonably possible. 
 
 
About Southern California Gas Co. 
Southern California Gas Co. has been delivering clean, safe and reliable natural gas to its 
customers for more than 140 years. It is the nation’s largest natural gas distribution utility, 
providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 
500 communities. The company’s service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square 
miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of sempra.com (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy 
services holding company based in San Diego.  
 

### 
 
Contact: | SoCalGas  
Media Hotline: 877.643.2331 or 858-740-8121| socalgas.com/news-room | @SoCalGasNews  

 
 
This press release contains statements that are not historical fact and constitute forward-looking statements within 
the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  These statements can be identified by words 
like "believes," "expects," "anticipates," "plans," "estimates,"  "projects," "forecasts," "contemplates," "intends," 
"depends," "should," "could," "would," "will," "confident," "may," "potential," "possible,"  "proposed,"  "target," 
"pursue," "goals," "outlook," "maintain" or similar expressions, or discussions of guidance, strategies, plans, goals, 
opportunities, projections, initiatives, objectives or intentions.  Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of 
performance.  They involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions.  Future results may differ materially from those 
expressed in the forward-looking statements.  Forward-looking statements are necessarily based upon various 
assumptions involving judgments with respect to the future and other risks, including, among others: local, 
regional, national and international economic, competitive, political, legislative and regulatory conditions and 
developments; actions and the timing of actions, including issuances of permits to construct and licenses for 
operation, by the California Public Utilities Commission, California State Legislature, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, California Energy Commission, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
California Air Resources Board, and other regulatory, governmental and environmental bodies in the United States; 
the timing and success of business development efforts and construction, maintenance and capital projects, 
including risks in obtaining, maintaining or extending permits, licenses, certificates and other authorizations on a 
timely basis and risks in obtaining adequate and competitive financing for such projects; energy markets, including 
the timing and extent of changes and volatility in commodity prices, and the impact of any protracted reduction in 
oil and natural gas prices from historical averages; the impact on the value of our natural gas storage assets from 
low natural gas prices, low volatility of natural gas prices and the inability to procure favorable long-term contracts 
for natural gas storage services; delays in the timing of costs incurred and the timing of the regulatory agency 



 

authorization to recover such costs in rates from customers; deviations from regulatory precedent or practice that 
result in a reallocation of benefits or burdens among shareholders and ratepayers; capital markets conditions, 
including the availability of credit and the liquidity of our investments; inflation and  interest rates; the availability 
of electric power and natural gas, and natural gas pipeline and storage capacity, including disruptions caused by 
failures in the North American transmission grid, pipeline explosions and equipment failures; cybersecurity threats 
to the energy grid, natural gas storage and pipeline infrastructure, the information and systems used to operate 
our businesses and the confidentiality of our proprietary information and the personal information of our 
customers, terrorist attacks that threaten system operations and critical infrastructure, and wars; weather 
conditions, conservation efforts, natural disasters, catastrophic accidents, and other events that may disrupt our 
operations, damage our facilities and systems, and subject us to third-party liability for property damage or 
personal injuries some of which may or may not be covered by insurance; risks that our partners or counterparties 
will be unable or unwilling to fulfill their contractual commitments;business, regulatory, environmental and legal 
decisions and requirements; the inability or determination not to enter into long-term supply and sales agreements 
or long-term firm capacity agreements due to insufficient market interest, unattractive pricing or other factors; the 
resolution of litigation; and other uncertainties, all of which are difficult to predict and many of which are beyond 
our control.  These risks and uncertainties are further discussed in the reports that the company has filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. These reports are available through the EDGAR system free-of-charge on the 
SEC's website, www.sec.gov.  Investors should not rely unduly on any forward-looking statements.  These forward-
looking statements speak only as of the date hereof, and the company undertakes no obligation to update or revise 
these forecasts or projections or other forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future 
events or otherwise. 
 
 



Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 

LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division – Division Chief Bill Jones, 
bill.jones@fire.lacounty.gov 

LA County Public Health - Mike Rogers Chief of Operations Emergency Operations -
Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov 

South Coast AQMD – Mohsen Nazemi, Deputy Executive Officer, Engineering and Compliance  

mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 

DOGGR – Scott Walker scott.walker@conservation.ca.gov  

LACoFD – Gregory Hisel, gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov 

LAFD – Gregory S. Reynar, Assistant Chief LAFD - Operations Valley Bureau - gregory.reynar@lacity.org 

LAPD – Robert Marino – Robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org 

LA County OEM – Jeffery Reeb – jreeb@ceooem.lacounty.gov 

LAUSD – Jill Barnes – jill.barnes@lausd.net 

CAL OES – Dave Stone, david.stone@caloes.ca.gov 

CPUC -  Randy Holter – randy.holter@cpuc.ca.gov 

EPA – Bret Moxley, moxley.bret@epa.gov   

CAL OSHA – Robert Salgado – rsalgado@dir.ca.gov 

LA County Board of Supervisors 5th District – Jarrod DeGonia – jdegonia@lacbos.org 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Stroud, Fred
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:38 PM
To: Zuroski, Donn; MUSANTE, JASON; Allen, HarryL; meer.dan@epa.gov; 

lawrence.kay@epa.gov
Subject: Gas problem solved

Erin to the rescue!! 
 
 

CALIFORNIA:  
Erin Brockovich enters fray over massive gas leak  
Published: Friday, January 8, 2016 

Activist Erin Brockovich warned residents of Porter Ranch, Calif., to brace for a long fight when she spoke at a 
public meeting near the site of a massive natural gas leak from an underground storage facility that has forced 
evacuations in the hills above Los Angeles. 

Southern California Gas Co., a Sempra Energy subsidiary, has been unable to stop the leak, which is the fourth 
largest source of methane in California (Greenwire, Jan. 7). 

"It's like a volcano that keeps erupting and won't stop. I call it the BP oil spill on land. I think we'll see the 
fallout for many, many years," Brockovich told the crowd of 500 people gathered at a local Presbyterian church 
Wednesday. 

It also happens to be 20 miles from Brockovich's home in Agoura Hills, ominous news for Southern California 
Gas. 

Brockovich rose to national prominence for helping residents of Hinkley, Calif., win the largest ever direct-
action lawsuit settlement from Pacific Gas & Electric Co., inspiring the film named after her starring Julia 
Roberts. 

Southern California Gas is in the midst of drilling relief wells in the hopes of plugging the leak by late February 
at the earliest. 

"We know the community and our neighbors in Porter Ranch are frustrated, and we are highly motivated to end 
the impact on the community and the environment as quickly as possible," the company said in a statment (Rory 
Carroll, London Guardian, Jan. 8). -- DTB 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Stroud, Fred
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 10:57 AM
Subject: gas leak-Potter Ranch

CALIFORNIA:  

House Dems push Obama admin for info on gas leak  

Geof Koss, E&E reporter 

Published: Thursday, January 7, 2016  

Top Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce Committee are pressing the Obama administration for answers on 
the massive methane leak ongoing in Los Angeles. 

Led by ranking member Frank Pallone (D-N.J.), Democrats yesterday asked U.S. EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and 
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx for a briefing by both agencies by Jan. 13 on steps being taken to address the 
leak from Southern California Gas Co.'s Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. 

The site has been spewing methane since October, forcing evacuations from the Porter Ranch neighborhood in the San 
Fernando Valley and prompting California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) yesterday to declare a state of emergency (ClimateWire, 
Jan. 7). 

"The leak may be emitting between 40 and 64 tons of methane every hour, increasing California's methane emissions by 
a quarter," wrote the Democrats, who include Energy and Power Subcommittee ranking member Bobby Rush (D-Ill.) and 
Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee ranking member Diana DeGette (D-Colo.). 

"As of January 5, over 78,000 metric tons of methane are estimated to have escaped, the equivalent of burning more than 
737 million gallons of gasoline." 

Aside from the climate impacts of methane -- a potent greenhouse gas -- the trio also note that more than 2,000 
households have been relocated, after widespread complaints over nausea, headaches and dizziness, with another 1,500 
relocations reportedly underway. The operator has estimated that the leak won't be capped until late next month or even 
early March. 

"This is far more than just a nuisance for neighbors," the lawmakers said in a statement. "We are seeing another 
potentially catastrophic man-made disaster with far-reaching impacts on the environment and public health. We are 
asking these agencies to provide the Committee with specific information as to how this leak is being addressed at the 
federal level so that the thousands of families affected finally get the answers they deserve." 

The letter follows a similar plea by Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif.) this week to six state, local and federal agencies calling 
for "coordination and cooperation in finding a solution to the Porter Ranch gas leak." 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: MUSANTE, JASON
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:02 AM
To: Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Moxley, Bret
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon ICS 209
Attachments: SS25 ICS209 Jan 12  1800.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 

1-12-15.pdf; ATT00002.htm; 01-13-16 215 SoCalGas Gas Leak Estimate Reduced by 60 
Percent (2).pdf; ATT00003.htm

FYI ‐  
 
Bret is listed as the EPA Agency contact. Additionally, the 209 states: 
"Agency/Stakeholder Information: Governor Brown’s office has scheduled a public hearing for Friday evening in Porter Ranch in 
attendance will be: CPUC, ARB, EPA, DOGGR and CalOES. A 10am meeting is scheduled tomorrow at Chatsworth Base to review the 
design of the air capture system. All visits to site must be coordinated through Liaison Officer Jeff Salazar at (951)255‐7399." 

JASON MUSANTE 
FEDERAL ON‐SCENE COORDINATOR 
U.S. EPA REGION IX ‐ LOS ANGELES 
213.479.2120 
musante.jason@epa.gov 
 
REPORT OIL OR CHEMICAL SPILLS 
NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER: 800.424.8802 
REGION IX DUTY OFFICER: 800.300.2193 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mathis, Alicia L" <AMathis@semprautilities.com> 
Date: January 12, 2016 at 22:25:00 PST 
To: "adam.uehara@fire.lacounty.gov" <adam.uehara@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Aftab, Nadia" 
<NAftab@semprautilities.com>, "Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov" 
<Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov>, "Alexander, Lisa" <LAlexander@semprautilities.com>, "Mathis, 
Alicia L" <AMathis@semprautilities.com>, "Andrade, Claudia M" <CMAndrade@semprautilities.com>, 
"andrew.fox@lacity.org" <andrew.fox@lacity.org>, "Arriola, Dennis" <DArriola@semprautilities.com>, 
"Baker, Phil E." <PBaker@semprautilities.com>, "Banuelos, Edward" <ebanuelos@semprautilities.com>, 
"Barr, Brian A" <BBarr@semprautilities.com>, "Bauer, Troy A." <TBauer@semprautilities.com>, 
"Bill.Jones@fire.lacounty.gov" <Bill.Jones@fire.lacounty.gov>, "moxley.bret@epa.gov" 
<moxley.bret@epa.gov>, "Bruce.Hesson@conservation.ca.gov" <Bruce.Hesson@conservation.ca.gov>, 
"bryan.gollhofer@wildlife.ca.gov" <bryan.gollhofer@wildlife.ca.gov>, "Calabrese, Mike A." 
<MCalabrese@semprautilities.com>, "Canedo, Fiorella L" <FCanedo@semprautilities.com>, "Carter, 
Jason W" <JCarter4@semprautilities.com>, "Cho, Jimmie I" <JCho@semprautilities.com>, 
"christian.corbo@wildlife.ca.gov" <christian.corbo@wildlife.ca.gov>, "Dan.Bout@CalOES.ca.gov" 
<Dan.Bout@CalOES.ca.gov>, "dan.douglas@fire.lacounty.gov" <dan.douglas@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"meer.daniel@epa.gov" <meer.daniel@epa.gov>, "David.Stone@Caloes.ca.gov" 
<David.Stone@Caloes.ca.gov>, "emd.dutyofficer@lacity.org" <emd.dutyofficer@lacity.org>, 
"emile.mack@lacity.org" <emile.mack@lacity.org>, "Franke, Sara" <SFranke@semprautilities.com>, 
"Funches, Belinda" <BFunches@semprautilities.com>, "gail.manning@lacity.org" 
<gail.manning@lacity.org>, "Gonzalez, Hector O" <HGonzalez2@semprautilities.com>, 
"gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov" <gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov>, "gregory.reynar@lacity.org" 
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<gregory.reynar@lacity.org>, "allen.harryL@epa.gov" <allen.harryL@epa.gov>, "Hruby, Steven" 
<SHruby@semprautilities.com>, "jackie.switzler@fire.lacounty.gov" <jackie.switzler@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"lesinski.j@gmail.com" <lesinski.j@gmail.com>, "musante.jason@epa.gov" <musante.jason@epa.gov>, 
"johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov" <johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov>, "31060@lapd.lacity.org" 
<31060@lapd.lacity.org>, "john.chappell@sce.com" <john.chappell@sce.com>, "Johnson, Darrell" 
<DJohnson@semprautilities.com>, "jose.gomez@fire.lacounty.gov" <jose.gomez@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"KButler@ph.lacounty.gov" <KButler@ph.lacounty.gov>, "Kargar, Azra" 
<AKargar@semprautilities.com>, "Lawrence.kathryn@epa.gov" <Lawrence.kathryn@epa.gov>, "Kerns, 
Barry" <BKerns@semprautilities.com>, "kim.zagaris@caloes.ca.gov" <kim.zagaris@caloes.ca.gov>, 
"Kloberdanz, Kari" <KKloberdanz@semprautilities.com>, "Koskie, W. Jeff" 
<WKoskie@semprautilities.com>, "La Fevers, Glenn" <GLaFevers@semprautilities.com>, "Lane, Bret" 
<JLane@semprautilities.com>, "Long, Stacey S." <SSLong@semprautilities.com>, "Loon, Tim P" 
<TLoon@semprautilities.com>, "Lugani, Regina Y" <RLugani@semprautilities.com>, 
"mario.tresierras@fire.lacounty.gov" <mario.tresierras@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"Mike.Lewis@fire.lacounty.gov" <Mike.Lewis@fire.lacounty.gov>, "milton.molina@fire.lacounty.gov" 
<milton.molina@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov" <Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov>, 
"mitch.diehl@fire.lacounty.gov" <mitch.diehl@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Montes, Edgar M" 
<EMMontes@semprautilities.com>, "Muse, Trisha" <tmuse@semprautilities.com>, 
"27677@lapd.lacity.org" <27677@lapd.lacity.org>, "patrick.oyama@lacity.org" 
<patrick.oyama@lacity.org>, "Rawls, Wallace" <WRawls@semprautilities.com>, "Razavi, Avideh" 
<ARazavi2@semprautilities.com>, "Rios, Davina M." <DMRios@semprautilities.com>, 
"robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org" <robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org>, "wise.robert@epa.gov" 
<wise.robert@epa.gov>, "rsalgado@dir.ca.gov" <rsalgado@dir.ca.gov>, 
"Slieberman@ceooem.lacounty.gov" <Slieberman@ceooem.lacounty.gov>, "Salazar, Jeff" 
<JLSalazar@semprautilities.com>, "Schwecke, Rodger" <RSchwecke@semprautilities.com>, 
"sean.hughes@lacity.org" <sean.hughes@lacity.org>, "Serrano, Mark L. (SCG)" 
<mlserrano@semprautilities.com>, "jones.sherryl@Caloes.ca.gov" <jones.sherryl@Caloes.ca.gov>, 
"Smith, Paul" <PSmith1@semprautilities.com>, "Snyder, Hal" <HSnyder@semprautilities.com>, 
"sonia.brown@calOES.ca.gov" <sonia.brown@calOES.ca.gov>, "stephen.ruda@lacity.org" 
<stephen.ruda@lacity.org>, "Tan, Kevin Earl Y" <KTan@semprautilities.com>, 
"terry.wilkinson@fire.lacounty.gov" <terry.wilkinson@fire.lacounty.gov>, 
"timothy.torsney@lapd.lacity.org" <timothy.torsney@lapd.lacity.org>, "tony.duran@fire.lacounty.gov" 
<tony.duran@fire.lacounty.gov>, "25383@lapd.lacity.org" <25383@lapd.lacity.org>, "Tracy, Jill" 
<JTracy@semprautilities.com>, "trevor.richmond@lacity.org" <trevor.richmond@lacity.org>, "Van de 
Putte, Todd" <TVandePutte@semprautilities.com>, "van der Leeden, Ronald" 
<RvanderLeeden@semprautilities.com>, "Van Hover, Angela V" <AVanHover@semprautilities.com>, 
"Warning.center@oes.ca.gov" <Warning.center@oes.ca.gov>, "winston.perez@fire.lacounty.gov" 
<winston.perez@fire.lacounty.gov>, "Wright, Gillian" <GWright@semprautilities.com> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon ICS 209 

Please see attached. 
  
Alicia L. Mathis 
First Responder Program Manager 
SoCalGas Company 
555 W. 5th St. 
LA CA 90013 
(562)233‐9904 
  



Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) 
 

 

1. Incident Name: 2. Incident Number: 

SS-25 DNA    

3. Report 
Version: 

4. Incident Commander(s) & Agency or 
Organization: 
 

5. Incident Management 
Organization: 

6. Incident Start 
Date/Time:   

    Initial 
X    Update 

 
X 

  Final 
  INTERNAL 

 

Jimmie Cho (SoCalGas) Internal Southern 
California Gas 

Company Incident 
Management 

 

Date: 10/23/2015 
Time: 

 

  

7. Current Incident 
Size or Area 
Involved: 
 
Southern California 
Gas Company 
Aliso Canyon 
Well site #SS-25 

 

8. Percent (%) 
Contained or 
Completed: 

Percent (%) of 
Perimeter to be 
Contained: 
N/A 

 

9. Incident Type: 
HazMat 
B. Incident 
Description: 
C. Cause: 
Accidental/Unknown 
  

10. Incident 
Complexity 
Level: 
X   Single 
    Complex 

 Type 3 
 

11. Report Time Period: 
 

From Date/Time: 1/12/2016 0600 

To Date/Time: 1/12/2016 1800 
  

 

12. Prepared By: 
13. Approved By:  
  

Print Name: Alicia Mathis, So Cal Gas 

Date/Time Prepared: 1/12/2016 1800 
 

Print Name: Jimmie Cho,  So Cal Gas 
                                            
Signature:                         Jimmie Cho                                                   
 

 

14. Date/Time Submitted: 15. Primary Location, Organization, or Agency Sent To: 
NOT SUBMITTED TO OSCC OSCC (Internal ICS-209 only; not submitted to OSCC) 
 

16. State: 
17. County / Parish / Borough: 
 

18. City: 

CA 
Los Angeles 
 

Unincorporated LA County 
 

19. Unit or Other: 

 
20. Incident Jurisdiction: 
 
So Cal Gas Property 

21. Incident Location Ownership: 
 
Los Angeles County 

 

22. Latitude/Longitude: 23. US National Grid Reference: 24. Legal Description: 

  Latitude:  34º 18' 54" 
  Longitude:  118º 33' 51" 
 

  Grid Zone:  
  x-Coordinate:  
  y-Coordinate:  
 

  Principal Meridian:  
  Township:  Range:  Section:  
  1/4 Sec:  of 1/4 Sec:  
  

25. Short Location or Area Description (list all affected areas or a reference point): 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Field (Southern California Gas Company) 
 

26. UTM Coordinates: 
  Zone:    Easting:  
   
  

27. Note any electronic geospatial data included or attached (indicate data format, content, and collection time 
information and labels): 
 
 



 
28. Significant Events for the Time Period Reported: 
 
Customer Assistance: Continued to offer relocation for area residents. Currently 15 firms are assisting with the 
effort. An audit method is being developed to determine effectiveness of relocation effort. An audit firm has been 
hired for the task. Filling data request made by City Attorney’s Office on relocation information. Efforts are being 
focused on data scrubbing and making sure relocation numbers reflect the correct counts. 
 
Environmental:  Continued to develop mitigation strategies to support operations and weather conditions. 
Continued air monitoring on site and in community. Hired health expert Mary McDaniels to respond to health 
related concerns in the community. ARB results of flyover indicated that emissions are 60% less than in  
December (see attached). The next phase of AQMD hearing will be on Saturday 1/16 - public comment phase is 
completed. Continued offering of in home air filters and weather-stripping. 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site): Made seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22.  
Weather was not favorable today, the wind was too strong at site to place 3rd tray over hole - extended tray by 
another 20 ft. 
Finalizing plans on gas capture system with design firm – presentation tomorrow. 
P39A: Relief well, drilling in progress. At 7390 ft. Ranging run #12 at 7600ft. 
Second drill site at PS-20: Completed site grading. Equipment and drill rig is staged to move in place. Site prep and 
drying out base.  
 
To date five different methods are being attempted to control the gas leak at well SS25: 
 

• Drilling relief well to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.    
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 
 

Public Information:   Community Resource Center (CRC) was open today – 326 visitors.  
Agency/Stakeholder Information: Governor Brown’s office has scheduled a public hearing for Friday evening in 
Porter Ranch in attendance will be: CPUC, ARB, EPA, DOGGR and CalOES. A 10am meeting is scheduled 
tomorrow at Chatsworth Base to review the design of the air capture system. All visits to site must be coordinated 
through Liaison Officer Jeff Salazar at (951)255-7399. 
Media Information: 30 media inquiries today. News stories in KNBC, Reuters, PBS, CBS, KNX, and LA Times.  
Social Media: Environmental Activist Erin Brockovich is sharing regularly through tweets, and facebook. 
 

Website posted: wwwalisoupdates.com. 
 
 
 
 

29. Primary Fuel Model, or Materials, or Hazards Involved (hazardous chemicals, fuel types, infectious agents, 
radiation, etc.): Natural Gas Well 
 
 

30. Damage Assessment Information (summarize damage and/or 
restriction of use or availability to residential or commercial property, 
natural resources, critical infrastructure and key resources, etc.): 
 
Access to well SS-25 restricted to emergency operations personnel 
only.  Access to wells adjacent to SS-25 also restricted. 
Restricted no fly zone 
 
 
 
 

Structural 
Summary 

# 
Threatened 
(up to 72 

hrs.) 

# 
Damaged 

# 
Destroyed 

Single 
Residences 

8000 0 0 

Multiple 
Residences 

20 0 0 

Nonresidential 
Commercial 
Property 

100 0 0 

 

 



31. Public Status Summary: 
  Number of Civilians (Public) Indicated Below: 

  Previous Report 
Total 

Installed 
Today 

Total 
# to-
date 

Relocations:    

 Total Inquiries 
 

4605  0 

 Placements 2506  0 

 In process 
 

1550  0 

 Calls pending resolution 
 

549  0 

Air Filtration:   0 

 Air Scrubbers 
 

1708 148 0 

 Plug in devices 
 

649 106 0 

 

 Weatherization 
 

993 
 

152 
0 

Total number of 
households (Public) 
Affected: 

6638   

  

32. Responder Status Summary: 
  Number of Responders Indicated Below: 

  Previous 
Report 
Total 

# this 
Reporting 

Period 

Total 
# to-
date 

Fatalities 0  0 

With Injuries/Illness 0  1 

Trapped/In Need of 
Rescue 

0  0 

Missing 0  0 

Evacuated 0  0 

Sheltering in Place 0  0 

In Temporary 
Shelters 

0  0 

Have Received Mass 
Immunizations 

0  0 

Require 
Immunizations 

0  0 

In Quarantine 0  0 

Total # Responders 
Affected: 

0  1 

   

33. Life, Safety, and Health Status/Threat Remarks: 
 No evacuations are in place.  Trigger points are defined and to be 
evaluated during the operational period. 
 

35. Weather Concerns (synopsis of current and predicted weather; discuss 
related factors that may cause concern): 
 

 Wind patterns at the well site and adjoining areas affect 
safe operations.   

 Strong winds at site today.  
 Clear and sunny. 
 Winds expected to be 10-15 mph on Wednesday. 
 47 degrees low and 63 degrees high on Wednesday. 

 
  

34. Life, Safety, and Health Threat 
Management: 

  Active? 

No Likely Threat Yes 

Mass Notifications in Progress  No 

Mass Notifications Completed Yes  

No Evacuation(s) Imminent No 

Planning for Evacuation No  

Planning for Shelter-in-Place  No 

Evacuation(s) in Progress  No 

Shelter-in-Place in Progress  No  

Area Restriction in Effect Yes 
   

36. Projected Incident Activity, Potential, Movement, Escalation, or Spread and influencing factors during the next 
operational period and in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes: 

12 hours: 
 
It is anticipated that gas leaking from well SS-25 will continue to vent until mitigation efforts are 
successful. 

24 hours: 
 
Same as 12-hour 

 
48 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 

 
Anticipated after 72 hours: 

 
Same as 12-hour 
 

 



37. Strategic Objectives (define planned end-state for incident): 
 Control the venting gas by plugging the well or by drilling a relief well to intercept well SS-25.   
 

38. Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and 
beyond.  Summarize primary incident threats to life, property, communities and community stability, residences, 
health care facilities, other critical infrastructure and key resources, commercial facilities, natural and 
environmental resources, cultural resources, and continuity of operations and/or business.  Identify corresponding 
incident-related potential economic or cascading impacts: 

12 hours: 

 
The threat to the public is low as the well is located in an isolated, mountain area more than a mile 
away from and more than 1,200 feet higher than the closest home or public area. Scientists agree 
natural gas is not toxic and that its odorant is harmless at the minute levels at which it is added to 
natural gas. In outdoor locations such as this, natural gas quickly dissipates into the air, greatly reducing 
the possibility for ignition and further diluting the gas as it reaches the public. 

24 hours: Same as 12-hour 
48 hours: Same as 12-hour 
72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
Anticipated after 72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
 

39. Critical Resource Needs in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and beyond to meet critical incident 
objectives.  List resource category, kind, and/or type, and amount needed, in priority order: 
12 hours: None 
24 hours: None 
48 hours: None 
72 hours: None 

Anticipated after 72 hours: 
None 
 
 

 

40. Strategic Discussion:  Explain the relation of overall strategy, constraints, and current available information to: 
  1) critical resource needs identified above,  
  2) the Incident Action Plan and management objectives and targets. 
• Multiple applications of leak mitigation fluid have been unsuccessful. 
• SCG is currently exploring all means to stop leak and abandon well. 
• The weather conditions have at times stopped operations. 
 

 

41. Planned Actions for Next Operational Period: 
 

 Continue mitigation efforts to stop the flow of gas from the well. 
 Drilling of relief well at site P-39. 
 Preparing equipment and base of 2nd relief well at PS-20 
 Update stakeholders, perform community outreach activities, address media inquiries, and continue 

to update the website and the virtual Joint Information Center (JIC). 
 

 

42. Projected Final Incident Size/Area:  Only well SS-25 is involved 
 

43. Anticipated Incident Containment or Completion Date:  2/24/2016 to 3/30/2016 
 

44. Projected Significant Resource Demobilization Start Date: 
 

45. Estimated Incident Costs to Date:  Internal data to SoCal Gas 
  
 

46. Projected Final Incident Cost Estimate:   
 
 

47. Remarks (or continuation of any blocks above – list block number in notation): 
 SoCal Gas is providing incident updates at: 
 https://wwwalisoupdates.com 
 
  



49: Resources 

48. Agency or 
      Business 

  CR1 CR2 CR2IA CRC HEL2 ENG3 ENG6 DOZR WTDT WTDS 50. 
Ovhd 

51. 
Tot 
Pers 

SoCalGas Pers           34 34 

Halliburton Services 
Boots & Coots 

Pers           13 13 

AECOM Pers           9 9 

Onyx Pers           8 8 

Fluor Pers           5 5 

BCI Pers           10 10 

Hurst Welding Pers           2 2 

Doby Hagar Trucking Pers           8 8 

KVAC Pers           18 18 

G. Volkmar Pers           1 1 

Ensign Pers           12 12 

Capstone Pers           10 10 

Pacific Petroleum  Pers           10 10 

T&T Crane Services Pres           3 3 

Steve Cardiff Pres           1 1 

52. Total Resources            144 144 
 

53. Additional Cooperating and Assisting Organizations Not Listed Above: 
 
 LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division, LA County Public Health, AQMD, 
DOGGR, LAFD, LACoFD, LA County OEM, CAL OES, PUC, EPA, CAL OSHA, 
OEHHA, LA County BOS 5th District, LA City Attorney’s office, Senator Fran Pavley’s 
Office, LA Mayor’s Office, and LA City Council Member Mitchell Englander’s Office. 
 
 

 

JAN 12, 2016  1800 PM 
 

 



Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 

LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division – Division Chief Bill Jones, 
bill.jones@fire.lacounty.gov 

LA County Public Health - Mike Rogers Chief of Operations Emergency Operations -
Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov 

South Coast AQMD – Mohsen Nazemi, Deputy Executive Officer, Engineering and Compliance  

mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 

DOGGR – Scott Walker scott.walker@conservation.ca.gov  

LACoFD – Gregory Hisel, gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov 

LAFD – Gregory S. Reynar, Assistant Chief LAFD - Operations Valley Bureau - gregory.reynar@lacity.org 

LAPD – Robert Marino – Robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org 

LA County OEM – Jeffery Reeb – jreeb@ceooem.lacounty.gov 

LAUSD – Jill Barnes – jill.barnes@lausd.net 

CAL OES – Dave Stone, david.stone@caloes.ca.gov 

CPUC -  Randy Holter – randy.holter@cpuc.ca.gov 

EPA – Bret Moxley, moxley.bret@epa.gov   

CAL OSHA – Robert Salgado – rsalgado@dir.ca.gov 

LA County Board of Supervisors 5th District – Jarrod DeGonia – jdegonia@lacbos.org 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Washington, Russell <Russell_C_Washington@nsc.eop.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 7:58 AM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Subject: Governor Brown Issues Order on Aliso Canyon Gas Leak (California)

 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA Region 9) is conducting the investigation into the cause of the gas leak and 
helping to propose actions to fix the situation. 
 
FEMA is in direct contact with the State of California, but there have been no requests for FEMA federal assistance at 
this time. 
 
The Governor's Office of Emergency Services established an incident command structure, including a physical post on‐
site at Aliso Canyon to better coordinate the local, state and federal response and information sharing and is 
maintaining a public web page to provide real‐time information regarding the state's multi‐agency response and air 
quality monitoring. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

Today Gov. Brown declared a state of emergency for the Aliso Canyon gas leak. The gas leak is not expected to 
be repaired until sometime in March. This gas leak has displaced over 2,000 homes/families. There have been 
no requests for Federal assistance at this time, although EPA has been involved with this incident.  
 
Through today’s order the Governor of California has directed the California Public Utilities Commission to 
ensure that Southern California Gas Company covers costs related to the natural gas leak and its response; and 
the state will develop a program to fully mitigate the leak's emissions of methane funded by the Southern 
California Gas Company. 
 
Link to the State’s declaration here:  
>https://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=19264< 
 

Background: On October 23, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon Underground 
Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) owns and maintains 
the natural gas storage facility and is responsible for its wells, has been unable to stop the leak. The leak appears 
to be caused by damage to the well casing at approximately 500 feet underground. SoCalGas placed certain 
fluids and materials down the well several times in order to stop the leak, however, these attempts have not 
stopped the leak. On December 4, SoCalGas began drilling a relief well to intersect with the damaged well. This 
new relief well will connect to the leaking well through which SoCalGas will pump in cement to 
permanently seal off the original well. 
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V/r 
 
Russ 
Russell Washington 
Director for Incident Management Integration Policy 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House 
 
(202) 456‐5651 Office 
(703) 967‐6820 Cell 

Russell_C_Washington@nsc.eop.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Parrish, Cayce
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:46 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Importance: High

Nitin: 
Looks like you are in or at least logged on.  I defer to you on this topic.  Please let me know if there is anything we can do 
to assist. 
 
Cayce 
 
 

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
 
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
 

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106.
To participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; 
however, States may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

 
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
 
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
 
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
 

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
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Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

 
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
 
Thanks in advance…. 
 
Lynn 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
 

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 
o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late).

 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as 
Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 
o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire 

captain was invited—yes 
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 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 
o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 
o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode 

catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get 
services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air 
purification or temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip 

code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) 
in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in 
natural gas and its odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if 
homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents 
with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop 
the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 
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o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless 
natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 
o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 

that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming 

the company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the 
company's efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso 
Canyon – even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of 
emissions will be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:53 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin; Cheatham, Reggie
Cc: Meer, Daniel; Jordan, Deborah; Strauss, Alexis
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: sherman to governor withdraw gas.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Letter from Congressman Sherman to Governor Brown demanding maximum withdrawals. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:33 PM 
To: Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Mogharabi, 
Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN <Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 2:30:23 PM PST 
To: "'Maier, Brent'" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: letter from Congressman Sherman 

  
  

From: Maier, Brent [mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov]  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 5:29 PM 
To: Wolman, Lauren 
Subject: Re: letter from Congressman Sherman 
  
Lauren ‐ Thanks for your message. I did not see an attachment with the message you sent. Please resend 
if there was an attachment.  
  
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 15, 2016, at 11:33 AM, "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Your agencies were CCed. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
  
  
  
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
  



BRAD SIRMAN

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

January 15, 2016

The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento. California 95814

Dear Governor Brown,

Thank you for your leadership in declaring a state of emergency regarding the natural gas leak in
the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility. I write today to highlight perhaps the most important pan of
your proclamation: paragraph 3.

Specifically, the Proclamation orders:

3. The CaliJbrnia Public Utilities Commission and the California Ener
Commission shall take all actions necessary to ensure that Southern Calfrörnkz
Gas Company maximizes daily withdrawals ofnatural gas from the Aliso C’anyon
Storage Facilityfor use or storage elsewhere. [Emphasis added]

This order is a critical step. However, I urge you to go further and require the withdrawal of
natural gas from the facility to the maximum extent it can be withdrawn and used, stored, or
incinerated safrly elsewhere.

SoCalGas should be prohibited from importing natural gas to the Aliso Canyon service area. All
natural gas used in the Los Angeles basin should be drawn from Aliso Canyon rather than other
natural gas storage facilities. Homeowners, electric generation facilities, and other industrial
facilities throughout the Los Angeles basin need to be urged to safely consume as much Aliso
Canyon gas as possible — and they should be encouraged to use additional gas at little to no cost.
SoCalGas continues to regard the gas in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility as an asset. For the
people of Porter Ranch, the gas is not an asset, it isa toxin.

SoCalGas should withdraw the maximum amount of natural gas from the Aliso Canyon storage
facility every hour of even’ day, regardless of the demand, and regardless of whether SoCalGas
can sell the natural gas. We need to draw down all natural gas in the Aliso Canyon facility to
zero — we need to deplete both the working gas and the cushion gas. It is simply wrong to limit
withdrawals of gas from the facility that can be sold in the ordinary course of business, or stored
in other SoCalGas facilities. Failure to withdraw natural gas from Aliso Canyon as quickly as
the infrastructure will allow creates unnecessary threats to public health and the environment.

—a-..



Gov. Jerry Brown
Page 2 of2

January 15, 2016

Electric utilities are using natural gas far less during the winter than during the summer when air
conditioners are operating. They should be incinerating natural gas at the same levels as they do
on the hottest days in August.

Clearly SoCalGas should provide, at a discounted price, or for free, natural gas which is beyond
the usual needs of its users, In fact, SoCalGas should cover the total cost for electric utilities or
others to incinerate maximum quantities of natural gas.

Withdrawing natural gas from the facility will reduce pressure. Thus, the remaining natural gas
will leak out of the storage facility more slowly. Every effort must be made to acquire temporary
compressors or other equipment so that natural gas can be pulled out of Aliso Canyon, even if
the pressure pushing the natural gas through the pipe system has decreased.

SoCalGas should also be exploring ways to pump the natural gas back to its suppliers through
the pipelines that run to the Aliso Canyon facility. These possibilities need to be examined
expeditiously and implemented immediately if warranted.

As governor, you will of course be concerned with natural gas reliability (in the winter 2016-
2017) and the reliability of electric generation (in the summer of 2016). 1 believe that the
activities! advocate for above can be part of an overall plan that assures reliability. And of
course, any economic impact should be at the expense of SoCalGas and not its ratepayers.

Thank you for your continued leadership and attention to this urgent matter. If my office can be
of any assistance, please feel free to reach out to me directly, or contact Lauren Wolman in my
DC office or John Alford in my Sherman Oaks office.

cc:
Environmental Protection Agency
Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission

Since:

Member of Congress
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:16 PM
To: Cheatham, Reggie; Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Jordan, Deborah; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations

FYI 

 

Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:05 PM 
To: Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>; Strauss, Alexis <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: new gas storage regulations 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Schilling, Teresa@DOC" <Teresa.Schilling@conservation.ca.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 12:34:22 PM PST 
To: "News@DOC" <News@conservation.ca.gov> 
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations 

  

CONTACT: Teresa Schilling/Don Drysdale/Krista Watson, 
(916) 323-1886 pao@conservation.ca.gov 

  
  

CALIF. OIL & GAS DIVISION ISSUES 
NOTICE 
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OF PENDING EMERGENCY NATURAL 
GAS STORAGE REGULATIONS 

  
SACRAMENTO — The California Department of 

Conservation (DOC) today gave notice of an interim 

rulemaking package to regulate natural gas storage 

facilities.  The emergency regulations are required 

by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.’s January 6 

declaration of a state of emergency due to the 

ongoing Southern California Gas Company natural gas 

leak at Aliso Canyon. The emergency regulations will 

go to the Office of Administrative Law on January 26. 

“These regulations execute the Governor’s order 

and will significantly strengthen state oversight of 

natural gas storage facilities to ensure public 

health and safety as well as environmental 

protection,” said DOC Chief Deputy Director Jason 

Marshall.  

In a January 6 proclamation, Governor Brown 

ordered DOC’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources to issue emergency regulations requiring 

gas storage facility operators throughout the state 

to comply with six new safety and reliability 

measures: 
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♦ Require at least a daily inspection of gas 

storage well heads, using gas leak detection 

technology such as infrared imaging. 

♦ Require ongoing verification of the mechanical 

integrity of all gas storage wells. 

♦ Require ongoing measurement of annular gas 

pressure or annular gas flow within wells. 

♦ Require regular testing of all safety valves 

used in wells. 

♦ Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits 

for each gas storage facility in the state. 

♦ Require each storage facility to establish a 

comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates 

and     prepares for risks at each facility, 

including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. 

Once the proposed emergency regulations are submitted to 

the Office of Administrative Law (OAL), OAL will post notice of the 

emergency rulemaking on its website. OAL will have 10 working 

days to review the regulations. OAL will field public comments on 

the proposed regulations, and will consult with DOC regarding 

any response to comments. If OAL approves the rulemaking 

package, the interim rules will be in place at the end of the 10-day 

review. 
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Members of the public can submit comments within five 

calendar days of OAL’s posting of the proposed emergency 

regulations on the OAL website via mail, FAX or email: 

Mail: OAL Reference Attorney, 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1250, 

Sacramento, California 95814. 

FAX: (916) 323-6826 

E-mail: staff@oal.ca.gov 

A copy of comments submitted to OAL also must be 

submitted to the DOC: 

Mail: Department of Conservation, 801 K Street, MS 24-02, 

Sacramento, CA 95814, Attention: Gas Storage Facility 

Regulations. 

Fax: (916) 324-0948. 

E-mail: DOGGR_GasStorageRegs@conservation.ca.gov. 

OAL will confirm that the agency has received the comment 

before considering it. Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 

title 1, section 55, subdivision (b) (1) through (4), the comment 

must state that it is about an emergency regulation currently 

under OAL review, and include the topic of the emergency. 
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“We will initiate the process to update permanent regulations 

for natural gas storage, which will include a significant opportunity 

for public review and input, in the coming weeks,” Marshall said. 

Background information about the ongoing Southern 

California Gas Company leak at Aliso Canyon is available on the 

DOC web site.  Many state agencies have a role in the response 

to the leak.  Regular updates and background information on the 

situation are available at the California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services website here. 

### 

  

  

  



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 8:40 AM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Yes they did.  I will forward you a summary of what we received.  I have it somewhere in my emails.  It was fairly 
complete. 
 
Dan and I can participate.  Jared may want to as well. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 8:11 AM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 

 
Did they respond to the RFI? 
 
I’m also forwarding you an invite to a call with the WH tomorrow on this event. I’m happy to report out but wanted to 
give you the opportunity to participate if you’d like. The meeting is very early your time (0600) and while I’ve tried to 
shift it, they’ve said they can’t.  
 
Thanks again. 
 
N 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:28 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; 
Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 

 
Hello Captain Slepski: 
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As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  
  
Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
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From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
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I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 

o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 
  

         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 

o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

         ENV/Health (Jill) 
o   Air monitoring continuing 

o   Data uploaded yesterday 

o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 

o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 

o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 
  

         Q&A 

o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 
invited—yes 

  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 

o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 
area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 
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Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 
help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 
specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 

o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 



6

o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 
The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 

o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 
that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 
company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:48 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin; Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Thanks Nitin for closing the loop.  
 
Lynn 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin [mailto:Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:47 PM 
To: Slepski, Lynn A (OST); Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: Schoenkin, Nathan (PHMSA); Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
 
Lynn, 
 
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
 
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
 
N 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
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I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
 

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106.
To participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; 
however, States may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

 
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
 
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
 
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
 

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

 
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
 
Thanks in advance…. 
 
Lynn 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
 

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
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SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
 

         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 
 

         COMMS (Anne) 

o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 

o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as 

Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

o   3,660 pending relocation 
 

         ENV/Health (Jill) 

o   Air monitoring continuing 

o   Data uploaded yesterday 

o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 

o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 

o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 
 

         Q&A 
o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire 

captain was invited—yes 
  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 

o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode 
catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get 
services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air 
purification or temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 



4

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip 
code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) 
in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in 
natural gas and its odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if 
homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents 
with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop 
the seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 

o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 
that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 
company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
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even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:40 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin; Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Importance: High

Nitin/Cayce….. 
 
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
 

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106.
To participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; 
however, States may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

 
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
 
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
 
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
 

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

 
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
 
Thanks in advance…. 
 
Lynn 
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CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
 

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 
o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late).

 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as 
Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 
o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire 

captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 
o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode 

catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get 
services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air 
purification or temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
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BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip 

code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) 
in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in 
natural gas and its odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if 
homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents 
with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop 
the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  
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o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless 
natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 
o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 

that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming 

the company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the 
company's efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso 
Canyon – even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of 
emissions will be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Levine, Carolyn
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 8:30 AM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak

I asked that earlier and am waiting on a response…I’ll keep you posted. 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Carolyn Levine 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. EPA 
(202) 564‐1859 
levine.carolyn@epa.gov 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin  
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 11:29 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Thanks. I also have Jareds letter which I used to brief the WH. What's the format of the meeting? Do thy want a brief or 
just q and a? 
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 
On Jan 19, 2016, at 11:22, Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

See below. I’m checking w/ R9 if we have anything additional/more recent. 
  
  
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Carolyn Levine 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. EPA 
(202) 564‐1859 
levine.carolyn@epa.gov 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 7:35 PM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, 
Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
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Here’s a little bit more detail on the situation, which addresses some of Carolyn’s suggestions (I hope!). 
This is the statement we’re using for media at this point. Also developing response to just received 
follow up letter from Congressman Sherman. 
Let me know what other info I can provide. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
  

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
  
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California 
Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of 
Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health 
(Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see 
the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these 
local and state regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of 
developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA 
Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas 
Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is 
currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional information 
from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine 
the appropriate next steps. 
  
  
  

From: Levine, Carolyn  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 3:15 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
  
Great, thank you. 
I would like to add, if not in other materials being developed, that EPA continues to monitor the 
situation, in addition to participating on daily calls.  Also a general statement re: timing for the 114 
process‐‐ even though we don’t know exactly, that is the first question we will get. So maybe something 
like‐ we are currently reviewing information provided and awaiting additional information. The process 
is ongoing…or something along those lines.  
  
I have a briefing request from the House Energy and Commerce Committee, timing is tbd. Kelly‐Brent is 
aware. 
  
Thanks! 
Carolyn 
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‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Carolyn Levine 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. EPA 
(202) 564‐1859 
levine.carolyn@epa.gov 
  

From: Conger, Nick  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 6:04 PM 
To: Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
  
Kelly has passed along these talking points on this issue. Not sure whether there is more in 
development. I imagine we can pull from whatever is being drafted to respond to the Cong. Sherman 
letter.  
  

 EPA staff are participating in daily operations calls with Southern California Gas Company and 
our state, federal, and local partners responding to this incident.  Currently one relief well is 
being drilled to intercept the damaged well, in addition to gas withdrawal to reduce overall 
reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and a review of engineering solutions to capture the gas 
escaping from the well.  A second relief well is planned in case the first well is not successful. 

  

 EPA has requested information from Southern California Gas Company under §114 of the Clean 
Air Act so that EPA can better understand the operations at the facility and what SoCal Gas is 
doing to respond to this incident.  

  
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
  

From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:49 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
  
Thanks Kelly.  Please also copy Carolyn Levine.   
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:47 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
  
Yes, we are working on a statement that explains EPA authorities, our communications with the 
responding agencies and the EPA information request sent to the company. 
I can send it over as soon as we have it. 
  
Kelly 
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From: Conger, Nick  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:45 PM 
To: Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
  
Let me ask around here. Kelly, do you guys have anything developed on this issue? 
  
What specifically is Feinstein asking? 
  
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
  

From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:42 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
  
Nick 
  
Are you or OPA developing a desk statement about the ongoing investigation related to the methane 
leak in Southern CA?   
Senator Feinstein’s office is asking. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Caroline  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Levine, Carolyn
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 8:22 AM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Subject: FW: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak

See below. I’m checking w/ R9 if we have anything additional/more recent. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Carolyn Levine 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. EPA 
(202) 564‐1859 
levine.carolyn@epa.gov 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 7:35 PM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline 
<Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Here’s a little bit more detail on the situation, which addresses some of Carolyn’s suggestions (I hope!). 
This is the statement we’re using for media at this point. Also developing response to just received follow up letter from 
Congressman Sherman. 
Let me know what other info I can provide. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 



2

 
 

From: Levine, Carolyn  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 3:15 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Great, thank you. 
I would like to add, if not in other materials being developed, that EPA continues to monitor the situation, in addition to 
participating on daily calls.  Also a general statement re: timing for the 114 process‐‐ even though we don’t know 
exactly, that is the first question we will get. So maybe something like‐ we are currently reviewing information provided 
and awaiting additional information. The process is ongoing…or something along those lines.  
 
I have a briefing request from the House Energy and Commerce Committee, timing is tbd. Kelly‐Brent is aware. 
 
Thanks! 
Carolyn 
 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Carolyn Levine 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. EPA 
(202) 564‐1859 
levine.carolyn@epa.gov 
 

From: Conger, Nick  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 6:04 PM 
To: Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Kelly has passed along these talking points on this issue. Not sure whether there is more in development. I imagine we 
can pull from whatever is being drafted to respond to the Cong. Sherman letter.  
 

 EPA staff are participating in daily operations calls with Southern California Gas Company and our state, federal, 
and local partners responding to this incident.  Currently one relief well is being drilled to intercept the damaged 
well, in addition to gas withdrawal to reduce overall reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and a review of 
engineering solutions to capture the gas escaping from the well.  A second relief well is planned in case the first 
well is not successful. 

 

 EPA has requested information from Southern California Gas Company under §114 of the Clean Air Act so that 
EPA can better understand the operations at the facility and what SoCal Gas is doing to respond to this incident. 

 
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
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From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:49 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Thanks Kelly.  Please also copy Carolyn Levine.   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:47 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Yes, we are working on a statement that explains EPA authorities, our communications with the responding agencies 
and the EPA information request sent to the company. 
I can send it over as soon as we have it. 
 
Kelly 
 

From: Conger, Nick  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:45 PM 
To: Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Let me ask around here. Kelly, do you guys have anything developed on this issue? 
 
What specifically is Feinstein asking? 
 
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
 

From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:42 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Nick 
 
Are you or OPA developing a desk statement about the ongoing investigation related to the methane leak in Southern 
CA?   
Senator Feinstein’s office is asking. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Caroline  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Fritz, Matthew
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Stanislaus, Mathy
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Thank you. Helpful context.  
 

 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 10:43 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYSA 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 22:38:50 EST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, "Strauss, Alexis" 
<Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Call with CA 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to 
provide situational awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be 
EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
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To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that 
would be ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with 
agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different 
from our delegations.  they do not appear to retain any facility specific oversight 
authority.  Once they certify the state (which they do every year), it looks like 
they would have to de certify the state in order to exercise federal oversight 
directly over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH 
told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM 
PST between EPA and the State of CA (possibly 
also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do 
you know the scope of the call? The WH is calling a 
meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're expecting EPA to 
take point but we keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
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Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA 
and the State of CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about 
this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we keep 
saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Distefano, Nichole
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 2:27 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Subject: FW: Statement

 
 
Nichole Distefano 
Acting Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564‐5200 
Distefano.Nichole@epa.gov 
 
 
 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 1:03 PM 
To: Distefano, Nichole <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov> 
Subject: Statement 
 
Hi Nichole – Here’s the statement we’ve been using for queries. 
Please let me know if you need anything further. 
Kelly 
 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
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_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Blumenfeld, Jared
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:56 PM
To: Adm13McCarthy, Gina
Cc: Stanislaus, Mathy; Fritz, Matthew; Rupp, Mark; Distefano, Nichole; Pieh, Luseni; Purchia, 

Liz; Natarajan, Nitin; Zito, Kelly; Strauss, Alexis
Subject: R9 Weekend Note

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA: We continue to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and 
local agencies. RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical expertise from other agencies, such as 
the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas capture and well‐kills. Gov. Brown's office 
convened a meeting on January 15 at Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives spoke – we sent 
representative but will not be on panel. Nichole is working with EPW to schedule a briefing.  
 

 On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture system was 
discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or county entities are 
responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several participants suggested that the 
Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas 
capture system design documents, to evaluate the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from 
a county building code standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 

 

 Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  Relief well # 1 is on 
schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because 
the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 
in relation to SS‐25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 

 Region 9 will have a formal review role for any Title V permit that is issued for the proposed gas capture system 
at the Well 25‐SS location. This  poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues. 

 

 Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in Porter 
Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 requests are in 
process with an additional 529 “pending resolution”. 

 
CA Water Quality Standards for Trash: On January 12, we approved the California State Water Resources Control 
Board’s water quality standards for trash in state waters. These standards will prohibit the discharge of trash from 
municipal stormdrain systems, industrial and transportation facilities, and construction sites that are regulated under 
NPDES permits. California is the first state to adopt a trash control policy and water quality standards for trash. Here’s 
the op‐ed I wrote on this: http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐trash‐control‐policy‐can‐
help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch 
 
HDOH DWSRF: Hawaii Department of Health responded to our September 21, 2015, grant enforcement letter, in which 
EPA withheld the majority of HDOH's 2015 SRF capitalization grant funds. In order to receive the remainder of HDOH’s 
2015 allotment, we had required that HDOH commit at least $28,283,883 in new assistance agreements and disburse 
$7,674,832 between June 30, 2015‐January 29, 2016. HDOH informed us that they had met the interim required targets, 
which we confirmed were met. We are prepared to award the remaining balance of HDOH’s 2015 Drinking Water 
allotment of $8,098,680 pending receipt and approval of an amended grant application for these funds. Really good 
news that the communities will get the support they need! 
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BTW ‐ CA DWSRF: The California State Water Resources Control Board informed us that they have reduced DWSRF 
unliquidated obligations to below $160 million, which is the target they were required to meet by June 2016, the end of 
their corrective action plan. The program had a ULO of $455 million in October 2012.  
 
Climate Justice Alliance (CJA) Rally: Communities for a Better Environment, on behalf of CJA, requested a meeting with 
the Regional Administrator and Elizabeth Adams on January 19 on the Clean Power Plan. The group will hold a peaceful 
rally in front of the building. CJA member groups intend to hold similar rallies at all ten EPA regional offices on the same 
day.  
 
Office of Civil Rights Public Meeting, Oakland: The Office of Civil Rights is organizing a series of public meetings to take 
comment on proposed changes to EPA’s civil rights regulations. Region 9’s meeting will take place on January 20 at the 
Oakland Downtown Marriott. Alexis Strauss and senior representatives of OCR and DOJ will give remarks.  
 
EPA Border Children's Environmental Health Symposium, San Diego, CA: I will give opening remarks at the Children’s 
Environmental Health Symposium, which will focus on children’s environmental health risks found within the 
California/Baja California and Arizona/Sonora regions. This symposium will discuss environmental health issues in the 
border region, how prenatal and childhood exposures can impact children’s health and development, and what 
participants can do in their respective roles to address or mitigate children’s environmental health risks 
 
 
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415‐947‐8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Woolford, James
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 3:42 AM
To: Stalcup, Dana; Richardson, RobinH; Fitz-James, Schatzi; Gartner, Lois; Stanislaus, Mathy; 

Breen, Barry; Natarajan, Nitin; Cheatham, Reggie; Wells, Suzanne
Subject: FW: R9 Weekender

R9 exchange with Administrator.  Re Argonaut mine 
 
Jim Woolford, Director 
Office of Superfund Remediation & Technology Innovation 
US EPA  
 
Sent from my Windows Phone  
Please excuse typos  

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: 1/10/2016 9:36 PM 
To: Cheatham, Reggie; Woolford, James 
Subject: Fwd: R9 Weekender 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Adm13McCarthy, Gina" <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
Date: January 10, 2016 at 4:30:56 PM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Meiburg, Stan" <Meiburg.Stan@epa.gov>, "Fritz, Matthew" <Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Rupp, 
Mark" <Rupp.Mark@epa.gov>, "Purchia, Liz" <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>, "Distefano, Nichole" 
<DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Pieh, Luseni" <Pieh.Luseni@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender 

On thanks Jared.  Let me know if there is a need for high level intervention.  Recent dam failures have 
shown us just how devastating they can be.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 7:23 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Excellent question. We have been tracking the situation very closely given the 
potentially devastating impacts of dam failure. These include submerging the town of 
Jackson, CA in 13 feet of acid mine tailings. We held a summit with CA in last year (15) 
which led to them investing +$1 million in measures (now completed) to divert El Niño 
flows. The cracks are not a good sign but I don't yet know the correlation to dam 
integrity. Will keep all in loop as we learn more. This is a very high priority for R9 and Cal 
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EPA.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 3:00 PM, Adm13McCarthy, Gina <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

Jared do you have a sense of the potential risk and or impacts 
associated with the diagonal cracks found in the arch buttress of the 
Argonaut Mine tailings dam?  Just want to make sure we keep in step 
with the Corp on this.   
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 5:58 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: Gov. Brown declared a 
state of emergency in Porter Ranch, the residential 
community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  Cong. 
Sherman sent a second letter Jan. 5 to EPA, PHMSA, 
FERC, SoCalGas, CADiv. of Oil and Gas (DOGGR), So. 
Coast AQMD and the CA PUC, requesting the parties 
work together to stop the leak sooner. We participate in 
daily calls with SoCalGas, state and local agencies, led 
an incident‐specific Regional response Team call Jan. 7, 
and plan for a similar National Response Team call Jan. 
11.  On Thursday, SoCalGas agreed to the terms of a So. 
Coast AQMD order which will be adopted at their board 
hearing Saturday morning, near the site.  The order calls 
for increased capture and incineration of natural gas 
(via carbon adsorbers and thermal oxidizers), funding a 
health study on the potential impacts to the 
community, stepped‐up air monitoring, and 
continuous monitoring of the leak with an infrared 
camera.  The company will improve its leak detection, 
reporting and inspection practices, will withdraw the 
maximum amount of gas from the storage facility as 
quickly as possible, and provide records to So. Coast 
AQMD, including the 1,600 odor complaints it has 
received, the amount of gas it has injected and 
withdrawn from the facility. I had a call this morning 
with Senator Boxer and briefed Nichole on the 
outcomes.  
  
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of 
Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, given winter weather. 
Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch 
buttresses.  
  
Hawaii SRF: Hawaii DOH informed us they have met our 
interim targets in their Drinking Water SRF corrective 
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action plan ahead of the Jan. 28 deadline. We withheld 
most of their FY15 capitalization grant; once we confirm 
DOH has met the targets, we will award the remaining 
FY15 grant funds.  
  
Carbon Sequestration/Healthy Soils: next Wednesday, 
January 13, I’ll tour the TomKat Ranch in Pescadero, CA 
to learn about its focus on sustainable land use, carbon 
sequestration, water management, and soil health. 
  
Army Corps Meeting: next Friday, January 15, I’ll meet 
in Los Angeles with the Army Corps of Engineers’ Los 
Angeles District Commander, Col. Kirk Gibbs, to discuss 
Rosemont Mine. 
  
Anaconda Mine, NV: We’ll brief Congressman Amodei 
on the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site and our 
recent letter to Gov. Sandoval regarding our NPL listing 
proposal. We plan to brief Congressman Hardy’s office 
on January 12 (the site is in his district).  
  
Hawaii: the week of January 19, I will be in Hawaii to 
meet with the new NAVFAC Pacific Commander re Red 
Hill and Hawaii DOH’s Deputy Director, then visit 
Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination 
and marine debris. 
  
  
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415‐947‐8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 12:33 PM
To: Stanislaus, Mathy; Breen, Barry
Cc: Brooks, Becky; Hilosky, Nick; Bergman, Shawna; Deitz, Randy
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

FYSA.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 15:30:04 EST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>, "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Just making sure you have this one.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, 
"Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, 
"Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" 
<Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
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Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, 
Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" 
<Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that 
Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, 
and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
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tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 8:12 AM
To: Gautier, Peter; Washington, Russell
Subject: Congressional Response - Aliso Canyon
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf

Pete/Russ, 
 
Not sure if you’ve seen the incoming from Rep. Sherman, but I’ve included the incoming and our response. 
 
N 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 



S	. 
s} 

BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 8:11 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Did they respond to the RFI? 
 
I’m also forwarding you an invite to a call with the WH tomorrow on this event. I’m happy to report out but wanted to 
give you the opportunity to participate if you’d like. The meeting is very early your time (0600) and while I’ve tried to 
shift it, they’ve said they can’t.  
 
Thanks again. 
 
N 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:28 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; 
Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 

 
Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
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Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  
  
Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
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Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 

o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 
  

         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 

o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

         ENV/Health (Jill) 
o   Air monitoring continuing 

o   Data uploaded yesterday 

o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 

o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 

o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 
  

         Q&A 

o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 
invited—yes 

  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 

o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 
area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
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company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 
help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 
specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 

o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 

o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 
that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
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o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 
company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Got it. Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:58, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

I think today's emergency proclamation by the governor should help keep the focus on the state 
as the primary lead.  I sent you the proclamation in a previous email.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:44 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks. This is getting a lot of WH scrutiny all of a sudden so we're trying 
to keep it in the right size box.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:43, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

We will send you a summary.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:42 PM, Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes 
as they are looking to have EPA report out on 
Friday. I'll see if we can get a dial-in so we can have 
R9 on the call so they can hear it from you directly 
but if not we will pass the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for 
this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call 
with several federal agencies and 
CA, to provide situational awareness 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. 
Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), 
DOT/PHMSA, DOE/national labs, 
DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can 
play a lead convening role for the 
Feds, that would be ideal.  They have 
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been participating in daily calls led 
by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's 
delegation to CA and states in 
general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to 
retain any facility specific oversight 
authority.  Once they certify the state 
(which they do every year), it looks 
like they would have to de certify the 
state in order to exercise federal 
oversight directly over a situation 
like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded 
message: 
 
 

From: 
"Natar
ajan, 
Nitin" 
<Natar
ajan.Ni
tin@ep
a.gov> 
Date: J
anuary 
6, 2016 
at 
6:53:2
9 PM 
PST 
To: "
Manza
nilla, 
Enriqu
e" 
<Manz
anilla.
Enriqu
e@epa
.gov> 
Cc: "C
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heatha
m, 
Reggie
" 
<cheat
ham.re
ggie@
epa.go
v> 
Subjec
t: Call 
with 
CA 

Enriqu
e 
 
 
Hope 
all is 
well 
and 
Happy 
New 
Year. 
The 
WH 
told 
Us 
today 
that 
there's 
a 
call to
morro
w at 
3PM 
PST be
tween 
EPA 
and the 
State 
of CA 
(possib
ly also 
with 
FEMA
) 
regardi
ng the 
methan
e leak. 
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Do you 
know 
the 
scope 
of the 
call? 
The 
WH is 
calling 
a 
meetin
g Frida
y 
mornin
g with 
some 
agenci
es to 
talk 
about 
this 
inciden
t and 
they're 
expecti
ng 
EPA to 
take 
point 
but we 
keep 
saying 
we 
don't 
have 
lead on 
this.....i
f 
anyone 
it's 
DOT.  
 
 
Thanks 
in 
advanc
e.  
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N 
 
 
______
______
______
______ 
Nitin 
Nataraj
an 
Deputy 
Assista
nt 
Admin
istrator 
Office 
of 
Land 
and 
Emerg
ency 
Manag
ement 
Enviro
nmenta
l 
Protect
ion 
Agenc
y 
202-
566-
0200 O
ffice 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, 
Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and 
Happy New Year. 
The WH told 
Us today that there's a 
call tomorrow at 3PM 
PST between EPA 
and the State of CA 
(possibly also with 
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FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you 
know the scope of the 
call? The WH is 
calling a meeting 
Friday morning with 
some agencies to talk 
about this incident 
and they're expecting 
EPA to take point but 
we keep saying we 
don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's 
DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

__________________
______ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator 
Office of Land and 
Emergency 
Management 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:45 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Great thanks. This is getting a lot of WH scrutiny all of a sudden so we're trying to keep it in the right size box. 
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:43, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

We will send you a summary.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:42 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes as they are looking to have 
EPA report out on Friday. I'll see if we can get a dial-in so we can have R9 on the 
call so they can hear it from you directly but if not we will pass the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
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This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies 
and CA, to provide situational awareness on the Aliso Canyon 
incident. Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, 
DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for 
the Feds, that would be ideal.  They have been participating in 
daily calls led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in 
general is different from our delegations.  they do not appear to 
retain any facility specific oversight authority.  Once they certify 
the state (which they do every year), it looks like they would have 
to de certify the state in order to exercise federal oversight directly 
over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM 
PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New 
Year. The WH told 
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Us today that there's a call tomorrow 
at 3PM PST between EPA and the 
State of CA (possibly also with 
FEMA) regarding the methane leak. 
Do you know the scope of the call? 
The WH is calling a meeting Friday 
morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're 
expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency 
Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH 
told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST 
between EPA and the State of CA (possibly also 
with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you 
know the scope of the call? The WH is calling a 
meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're expecting EPA to 
take point but we keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
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Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:44 PM
To: Fritz, Matthew; Stanislaus, Mathy
Subject: Fwd: Call with CA

FYSA 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 22:38:50 EST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, 
"Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Call with CA 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to provide situational 
awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, 
DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that would be 
ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to retain any facility specific oversight authority.  Once they 
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certify the state (which they do every year), it looks like they would have to de certify the state in 
order to exercise federal oversight directly over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA 
and the State of CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about 
this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we keep 
saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA and the State of 
CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you know the 
scope of the call? The WH is calling a meeting Friday morning with some 
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agencies to talk about this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:42 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes as they are looking to have EPA report out on Friday. I'll see 
if we can get a dial-in so we can have R9 on the call so they can hear it from you directly but if not we will pass 
the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to provide situational 
awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, 
DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that would be 
ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to retain any facility specific oversight authority.  Once they 
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certify the state (which they do every year), it looks like they would have to de certify the state in 
order to exercise federal oversight directly over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA 
and the State of CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about 
this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we keep 
saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA and the State of 
CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you know the 
scope of the call? The WH is calling a meeting Friday morning with some 
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agencies to talk about this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:37 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Blumenfeld, Jared; Quast, Sylvia; Johnson, Kathleen; Lindsay, Nancy
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Great thanks all! 
 
N 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:36 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
 
Thanks for copying me Nitin.  
 
Jared had a phone conversation last week with phmsa administrator Dominguez.  
 
I will separately forward a note to Lynn and Nathan with our recent CAA 114 info request to SoCal gas and our response 
to congressman Sherman.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 12:47 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. 
Enrique Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in 
the site visit earlier this month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support 
as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
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Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to 
determine if you are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing 
technical assistance to the California Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety 
program. 
  

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the 
intrastate gas and hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with 
PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To participate in the pipeline safety program States 
must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States may pass more stringent 
regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for 
the conference line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that 
SoCalGas has uploaded can be found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They 
have not received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich 
who is the Senior Emergency Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He 
also confirmed that CDC has not received had not received any requests for assistance from the state or 
locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC had received any requests 
for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational awareness. He thought that 
EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing 
you with a PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my 
management. Should you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
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Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of 

storm. 
o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

  

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 

(which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA 

media report as Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began 

Oct 23) 
o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

  

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To 

date only fire captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality 
monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside 
of zipcode catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). 
They have attempted to get services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get 
them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 
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Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke 
with the SOC and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because 
there were no immediate health effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the 
Santa Susana Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas 
deposit underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution 
utility, providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in 
more than 500 communities. The company's service territory encompasses approximately 
20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican 
border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had 
been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest 
homes in the Porter Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower 
than flammable limits, and do not pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s 
total output of methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not 
expected to lead to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile 
radius of the site , up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop 
distractions by overflying planes to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman 
email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the order was requested “out of concerns that fumes 
from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in 

the 91326 zip code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification 
by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated 
carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from the 
air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved 
systems if homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including 
locations that can accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and 
functional needs. And for residents with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take 
months to stop the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to 
develop innovative approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently 
Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could 
be completed by late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well 
to pump fluids and cement into the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  
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o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow 

of gas remains available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out 

through the leak. The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply 
customer demand and, as a result, is withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the 
typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch 
Town Center, 19731 Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of 
residents have complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes 
odorless natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐
leak‐35804863 said that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary 
accommodations and is working at moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the 
leak 

o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above 
a neighbrhood that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the 
stench had made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry 
Brown confirming the company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a 
framework that will help guide the company's efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from 
the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – even before the actual amount of 
the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will be taken after 
the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential 
long term health effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐
information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐
emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐
state‐of‐emergency‐over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:50 PM
To: Parrish, Cayce
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Thanks! 
 
N 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 

From: Parrish, Cayce  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:46 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin: 
Looks like you are in or at least logged on.  I defer to you on this topic.  Please let me know if there is anything we can do 
to assist. 
 
Cayce 
 
 

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
 
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
 

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106.
To participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; 
however, States may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
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PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
 
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
 
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
 

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

 
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
 
Thanks in advance…. 
 
Lynn 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
 

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 
o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late).
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 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as 
Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 
o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire 

captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 
o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode 

catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get 
services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air 
purification or temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
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to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip 

code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) 
in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in 
natural gas and its odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if 
homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents 
with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop 
the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless 
natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 
o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 

that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming 

the company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the 
company's efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso 
Canyon – even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of 
emissions will be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
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Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Lynn, 
 
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
 
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
 
N 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
 

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
 
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
 

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106.
To participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; 
however, States may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

 
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
 
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 



2

not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
 
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
 

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

 
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
 
Thanks in advance…. 
 
Lynn 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
 

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 
o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late).

 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as 
Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 
o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
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o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire 

captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 
o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode 

catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get 
services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air 
purification or temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip 

code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) 
in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in 
natural gas and its odorant from the air in customer homes. 
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o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if 
homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents 
with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop 
the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless 
natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 
o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 

that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming 

the company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the 
company's efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso 
Canyon – even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of 
emissions will be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
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Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
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KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Social Media:                          
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Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:10 PM
To: DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison; Mulholland, Denise; StClair, Christie
Subject: Re: EPA Query

Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
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Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
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climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:53 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison; Drinkard, Andrea
Cc: StClair, Christie
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query

Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
 
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using the EPA’s 
greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it works and how to relay the 
results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units correctly before I include it in a story or a 
graphic. 
 
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
 
Thank you! 
 
Katie 
 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

 
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso 
Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, 
monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on 
emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
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CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful 
greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and 
satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within 
the storage field in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a category of 
greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases remain in the 
atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be 
tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify 
the methane release rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the 
research community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from towers, 
airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and 
an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view 
the page on Community Methane Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 
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_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:25 PM
To: Adams, Elizabeth
Cc: Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: Emissions info

Here’s what I’ve been sending to reporters who have asked about emissions data. Let me know if you need anything 
further. 
Kelly 
 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso 
Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are 
below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is 
the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Tong, Stanley
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 11:31 AM
To: Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David; Law, Nicole
Cc: Shears, James; Lakin, Matt; Steckel, Andrew; Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: Greenwire: House Dems push Obama admin for info on gas leak 

Fyi  
 
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2016/01/07/stories/1060030280  
 

CALIFORNIA:  

House Dems push Obama admin for info on gas leak  

Geof Koss, E&E reporter 

Published: Thursday, January 7, 2016  

Top Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce Committee are pressing the Obama administration for answers on 
the massive methane leak ongoing in Los Angeles. 

Led by ranking member Frank Pallone (D-N.J.), Democrats yesterday asked U.S. EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and 
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx for a briefing by both agencies by Jan. 13 on steps being taken to address the 
leak from Southern California Gas Co.'s Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. 

The site has been spewing methane since October, forcing evacuations from the Porter Ranch neighborhood in the San 
Fernando Valley and prompting California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) yesterday to declare a state of emergency (ClimateWire, 
Jan. 7). 

"The leak may be emitting between 40 and 64 tons of methane every hour, increasing California's methane emissions by 
a quarter," wrote the Democrats, who include Energy and Power Subcommittee ranking member Bobby Rush (D-Ill.) and 
Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee ranking member Diana DeGette (D-Colo.). 

"As of January 5, over 78,000 metric tons of methane are estimated to have escaped, the equivalent of burning more than 
737 million gallons of gasoline." 

Aside from the climate impacts of methane -- a potent greenhouse gas -- the trio also note that more than 2,000 
households have been relocated, after widespread complaints over nausea, headaches and dizziness, with another 1,500 
relocations reportedly underway. The operator has estimated that the leak won't be capped until late next month or even 
early March. 

"This is far more than just a nuisance for neighbors," the lawmakers said in a statement. "We are seeing another 
potentially catastrophic man-made disaster with far-reaching impacts on the environment and public health. We are 
asking these agencies to provide the Committee with specific information as to how this leak is being addressed at the 
federal level so that the thousands of families affected finally get the answers they deserve." 

The letter follows a similar plea by Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif.) this week to six state, local and federal agencies calling 
for "coordination and cooperation in finding a solution to the Porter Ranch gas leak." 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: StClair, Christie
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:32 PM
To: Mulholland, Denise; Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Thanks Denise – Melissa Harrison is looking at this now, and I’m just waiting on her green light before calling you and 
then the reporter. 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:31 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sorry for more emails – the GHG Equivalency Calculator translates GHG reductions (not emissions) into equivalencies so 
the reporter would need to frame it that way.  This is really most important when it comes to the electricity‐related 
equivalencies so she would be better off using tree or car‐equivalencies 
 
For example, if something is leaking ten million short tons and she wants to frame how big that number is, one could 
enter those numbers into the calculator under the “if you have emissions” tab of the calculator (make sure they select 
short or whatever the right metric is in the drop down – I used short tons for this example) and then use the calculator 
to say that ten million tons of CH4 is equivalent to the carbon stored by 185 million acres of US forest in a year or the 
GHG emissions released by 47 million passenger vehicles in a year.   
 
Hopefully that helps! I need to run out now but you can reach me by cell once I get out of my parking garage.   
 
Denise 
571‐329‐3393 
 
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise 
<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
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I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
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I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
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To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
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using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: StClair, Christie
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:17 PM
To: Mulholland, Denise; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

THANK YOU!!!! 
 
I need to get OPS’s approval but I think this will work. Hang tight … 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I can wait another fifteen minutes and would then be available by cell phone 571‐329‐3393. Would that help? 
Denise 
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
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Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
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From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
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David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: StClair, Christie
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:17 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar; Mulholland, Denise; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Yes totally! 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
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Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
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Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
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CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
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Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: StClair, Christie
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM
To: Mulholland, Denise; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
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Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
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From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 
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A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mulholland, Denise
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:31 PM
To: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; StClair, Christie; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Sorry for more emails – the GHG Equivalency Calculator translates GHG reductions (not emissions) into equivalencies so 
the reporter would need to frame it that way.  This is really most important when it comes to the electricity‐related 
equivalencies so she would be better off using tree or car‐equivalencies 
 
For example, if something is leaking ten million short tons and she wants to frame how big that number is, one could 
enter those numbers into the calculator under the “if you have emissions” tab of the calculator (make sure they select 
short or whatever the right metric is in the drop down – I used short tons for this example) and then use the calculator 
to say that ten million tons of CH4 is equivalent to the carbon stored by 185 million acres of US forest in a year or the 
GHG emissions released by 47 million passenger vehicles in a year.   
 
Hopefully that helps! I need to run out now but you can reach me by cell once I get out of my parking garage.   
 
Denise 
571‐329‐3393 
 
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise 
<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
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From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
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Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  



4

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 



5

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mulholland, Denise
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:19 PM
To: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; StClair, Christie; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Agreed. 
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise 
<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
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Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
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From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
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CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mulholland, Denise
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:17 PM
To: StClair, Christie; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

I can wait another fifteen minutes and would then be available by cell phone 571‐329‐3393. Would that help? 
Denise 
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
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Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
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Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
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climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mulholland, Denise
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:17 PM
To: StClair, Christie; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

I can wait another fifteen minutes and would then be available by cell phone 571‐329‐3393. Would that help? 
Denise 
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
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Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
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Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
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climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mulholland, Denise
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:13 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison; StClair, Christie
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
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To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
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916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:41 PM
To: Glenn, William; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Thanks bill.  Including us to keep us in the loop is fine.  Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:21 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi Dan, 
 
That’s our goal – my thought was to include you just so you (or someone in the program) would have awareness of the 
kinds of requests that are coming to the Agency.  If you’d rather, we can just let you know about the stickiest ones. 
 
Bill 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:04 PM 
To: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Gaudario, Abigail 
<Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi All – I would ask that you vet the inquiries to see if they can be handled by OPA directly.  OPA can steer people to 
FEMA, LA County Public Health or other agencies as easy as we can.  Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
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Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM 
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
 
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 

Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 

of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
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Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 
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Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
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VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 

 
 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
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I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:04 PM
To: Glenn, William; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Hi All – I would ask that you vet the inquiries to see if they can be handled by OPA directly.  OPA can steer people to 
FEMA, LA County Public Health or other agencies as easy as we can.  Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM 
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
 
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
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Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
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_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
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I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  

I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  

Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  

We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  

Please help us in any way you can!  

Thank You, Roberta Griego 
 

Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 

________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 

PVE 

________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
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Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
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To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
 
 
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, 

Frances; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Nazmi, Niloufar; 
Berg, Elizabeth; Allen, HarryL; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Rongone, Marie; Johnson, 
Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, 
Allan; Riedel, Brian; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, Frances

Subject: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 

Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Contacts: Lauren Wolman; Scott Abrams

All –  
 
For your records, attached is the final response dated December 24, 2015 to Congressman Brad Sherman 
regarding Aliso Canyon. I have closed the letter out in our Congressional Correspondence Management System. 
I have attached the outgoing response, incoming letter, and control information for your reference. Thanks to 
everyone who worked and/or reviewed the response.  
 

AL-16-000-2291 
 

Liaison: Maier 

Rep. Brad Sherman 
(D-CA-30) 

Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Leak 

Jeremy 
Johnstone 
(SFD-9-3) 

12/25/15 Regional 
Administrator 

Closed – 
Response sent on 

12/24/15 

 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415‐947‐4256, maier.brent@epa.gov , Brent will be back in the office on 
Tuesday, December 29. 



2

 
Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs 
US EPA, Region 9,  Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808‐541‐2711 
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.
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Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Allen, HarryL; Keener, 

Bill; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Mogharabi, Nahal; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; 
Rongone, Marie; Johnson, Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, 
Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Eades, Cassaundra; Mims, Kathy; 
Higuchi, Dean; Nazmi, Niloufar; Berg, Elizabeth; Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
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Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,
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Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Machol, Ben
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 8:21 AM
To: Lakin, Matt; Nazmi, Niloufar; Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy
Cc: MIKULIN, JOHN; Zito, Kelly
Subject: RE: Estimate of Aliso Canyon methane volume
Attachments: aliso_canyon_natural_gas_leak_updates-sa_flights_thru_jan_8_2016.pdf

Hi Matt, 
 
One thing to keep in mind: “a quarter of CA’s methane” needs to be taken in context. Methane is responsible for only 
9% of the overall CA GHG emissions (even after adjusting for the higher potency of methane). 
 
Dan, with regard to the most current leak rate estimates; ARB revises their estimates after each fly‐over. They just 
released their updated estimates based on a Jan 8 fly‐over. They now believe the current leakage rate is 23,400 kg 
methane/hr; down from 30,000 is late December. 
 
Kelly, here are the updated GHG equivalents, based on their new data: 
Total Cumulative leakage in CO2 equivalents, 1.9 MMT, is equivalent to the amount of GHGs 400,000 cars emit in a year 
The current leakage rate, 23,400 kg methane/hr, is the same (instantaneous) rate as 1.1 million cars 
(the leak has not been present for a year, so the above car equivalents differ) 
 
Ben Machol, P.E. 
Manager, Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-9) 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
machol.ben@epa.gov 
(415) 972-3770 
 

From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:47 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Machol, Ben <Machol.Ben@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: MIKULIN, JOHN <MIKULIN.JOHN@EPA.GOV>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Estimate of Aliso Canyon methane volume 
 
All:  At SMT today, Jared was interested in our characterization of the GHG impacts, citing the “quarter of CA’s methane” 
number.  I believe Kelly Zito was going to send him the calculation we did of these emissions versus total CA GHGe 
emissions and/or number of cars (1.7 million).   
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:26 PM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>; Machol, Ben <Machol.Ben@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
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<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: MIKULIN, JOHN <MIKULIN.JOHN@EPA.GOV>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Estimate of Aliso Canyon methane volume 
 
The screenshot below of methane concentrations is from this link: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aliso_canyon/community_methane_monitoring.htm 
 
Dan is this what you are looking for? If no, LMK and we will figure it out. 
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Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
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From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:11 PM 
To: Machol, Ben <Machol.Ben@epa.gov> 
Cc: MIKULIN, JOHN <MIKULIN.JOHN@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: FW: Estimate of Aliso Canyon methane volume 
 
Ben, can you help with this?  I know you have been working with OPA to answer this question. 
Thanks, 
Matt 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 11:01 AM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Estimate of Aliso Canyon methane volume 
 
No same question. Thanks. No need for further estimates. Can you check with CARB and/or South Coast to see if they 
have better estimates. Dan 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Daniel Meer 
Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
USEPA, Region 9 
 
On Jan 11, 2016, at 10:39 AM, Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> wrote: 

Is this a different question than what I tried to answer this morning?  The only number I know is the one 
I sent, which is the estimate from the flyover.  But if there are distinctions by area, then I would ask Ben 
Machol to try to track that down. 
  
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
  

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 8:24 AM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Estimate of Aliso Canyon methane volume 
  
Matt – do we have an estimate of how much methane is coming out of SS 25, the leaking Aliso Canyon 
well? 
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Thanks, Dan 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  



Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak
Preliminary Estimate of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

(As of January 8, 2016)

On October 23, Southern California Gas informed the State of a natural gas leak at its Aliso Canyon natural 
gas storage facility.  The Air Resources Board released an initial estimate of the leak rate on November 20.
The leak rate from Aliso Canyon is expected to vary as attempts are made to stop the leak and as gas is 
withdrawn from the reservoir.  It is therefore necessary to have ongoing measurements to ensure a robust 
estimate of the total emissions of the gas to the atmosphere can be made.

Periodic measurements are carried out by Scientific Aviation using small planes equipped with monitors to 
measure methane.  This measurement approach is described in more detail in the report from November 20.
These periodic measurements provide an emission rate at the time the flights are conducted and may vary 
considerably.  They do however provide a sense of what is happening with the leak and can be used to 
develop a very rough estimate of the total methane leaked to date. The time series collected to date suggests 
the emission rate of the leak is decreasing as the reservoir is being depleted.

Continuous measurements are also being collected as part of the State’s Greenhouse Gas Monitoring network 
and through other complimentary measurement efforts. Final results based on these measurements will take 
time to process and will not be available until several months after the leak has been plugged.  Once 
completed, the estimate calculated from these data will be the most robust quantification of the overall leak.

The table below provides the up-to-date history of estimates based on the measurements made from the plane 
flights.  The estimate of the amount of methane that has leaked since the last flight and the cumulative 
amounts are calculated assuming that the leak rate is constant between flights.  As a result, it is only a 
preliminary estimate at this time.  It will be replaced with a more refined estimate once the leak is plugged and 
the computer models needed to process the continuous measurements described above are used.

Date of Flight Leak Rate Measured          

[kilogram methane per hour]

Expected Error in Measurement  

[kilogram methane per hour]

Assumed number of 

days at this leak rate

Estimate of leaked methane for 

this period*                       

[kilogram methane]

Very Rough Estimate of 

Cumulative Leak**                

[billion cubic feet of natural gas, 

bcf]

Very Rough Estimate of 

Cumulative Leak***       

[MMTCO2e]

November 7th, 2015 44,000 ±5,000 17 17,952,000                                          1.0                                                         0.4                                         

November 10th 50,000 ±16,000 11 13,200,000                                          1.8                                                         0.8                                         

November 28th 58,000 ±12,000 12 16,704,000                                          2.7                                                         1.2                                         

December 4th 43,000 ±5,400 7 7,224,000                                             3.2                                                         1.4                                         

December 12th 36,000 ±6,800 9 7,776,000                                             3.6                                                         1.6                                         

December 23rd 30,300 ±6,100 14 10,180,800                                          4.2                                                         1.8                                         

January 8th, 2016 23,400 ±4,600 8 4,492,800                                             4.4                                                         1.9                                         

*     This assumes a constant leak rate since the last measurement.

**   Assumes natural fas from the leak is 94% methane, and methane has density of 0.01858 kg/cu-ft

*** Using the 100 year global warming potential for methane of 25. From the date of the leak through the day of the flight. 

        This number will be updated based on continuous measurements once the leak is plugged

 -

 0.5

 1.0

 1.5

 2.0

 2.5

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

November 7th, 2015 November 10th November 28th December 4th December 12th December 23rd January 8th, 2016

V
er

y 
R

o
u

g
h

 E
st

im
a

te
 o

f 

C
u

m
u

la
ti

ve
 L

e
ak

 [
M

M
TC

O
2e

] 
   

   
   

   
  

(r
e

d
 li

n
e

)

ki
lo

gr
am

s 
o

f 
m

e
th

an
e

 p
e

r 
h

o
u

r 
(b

lu
e

 b
ar

s)

Aliso Canyon - Initial Estimates of Leak 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Machol, Ben
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 2:49 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: RE: EPA Query

I talked with Denise; we’re on the same page about how the calculator can be used. And I talked the ARB numbers 
through with Kelly; we are on the same page about how they can be plugged into the calculator. All is good.  
 
Ben Machol, P.E. 
Manager, Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-9) 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
machol.ben@epa.gov 
(415) 972-3770 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:36 PM 
To: Machol, Ben <Machol.Ben@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Query 
 
FYI – this is now above my head. 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:31 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sorry for more emails – the GHG Equivalency Calculator translates GHG reductions (not emissions) into equivalencies so 
the reporter would need to frame it that way.  This is really most important when it comes to the electricity‐related 
equivalencies so she would be better off using tree or car‐equivalencies 
 
For example, if something is leaking ten million short tons and she wants to frame how big that number is, one could 
enter those numbers into the calculator under the “if you have emissions” tab of the calculator (make sure they select 
short or whatever the right metric is in the drop down – I used short tons for this example) and then use the calculator 
to say that ten million tons of CH4 is equivalent to the carbon stored by 185 million acres of US forest in a year or the 
GHG emissions released by 47 million passenger vehicles in a year.   
 
Hopefully that helps! I need to run out now but you can reach me by cell once I get out of my parking garage.   
 
Denise 
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571‐329‐3393 
 
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise 
<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 



3

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
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Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 
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SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Machol, Ben
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:29 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: RE: EPA Query

That sounds fine. I started with ARB methane numbers and converted them to GHG equivalents using the EPA calculator. 
Seems fine to share. Of course, once the utility starts burning the methane (and  converting it to c02, the ghg intensity 
will drop significantly 
 
Ben Machol, P.E. 
Manager, Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-9) 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
machol.ben@epa.gov 
(415) 972-3770 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:22 PM 
To: Machol, Ben <Machol.Ben@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Query 
 
Can we share the numbers you crunched with HQ. The reporter will do her own but is there a particular site/calculator you 
used? Internally, we can also said what you found? 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:18 PM 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
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_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
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<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
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Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 
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Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lakin, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:35 AM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar; Steckel, Andrew; Machol, Ben; Davidson, Ken; Tong, Stanley; Jordan, 

Deborah
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: FW: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:47 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt 
<Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, 
Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, 
"Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, 
"LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
  
Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
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75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and 
Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lakin, Matt
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 9:24 AM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Steckel, Andrew
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA

FYI as well. 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 9:22 AM 
To: BANDROWSKI, MIKE <Bandrowski.Mike@epa.gov>; Davidson, Ken <Davidson.Ken@epa.gov>; Stewart, Kathleen 
<Stewart.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA 

 
Mike, Ken, and Katie, FYI.  Also, there is a link to the benzene sampling results. 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 7:00 PM 
To: Guria, Peter <Guria.Peter@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth 
<Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA 

 
FYI  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 6:13:08 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 



2

Update of the potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately seven weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 

 



3

in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.  The results of 
that evaluation are posted here.  

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 12/29/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 12/29/2015) 

 
  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

  

 

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 

 

 

 

 
Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
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CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:21 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Zito, Kelly; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Gaudario, Abigail
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Hi Dan, 
 
That’s our goal – my thought was to include you just so you (or someone in the program) would have awareness of the 
kinds of requests that are coming to the Agency.  If you’d rather, we can just let you know about the stickiest ones. 
 
Bill 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:04 PM 
To: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Gaudario, Abigail 
<Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi All – I would ask that you vet the inquiries to see if they can be handled by OPA directly.  OPA can steer people to 
FEMA, LA County Public Health or other agencies as easy as we can.  Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM 
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
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Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
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Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
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Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
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Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
 
 
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 



7

We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as well. 
 
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement from a couple 
weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – just in case anyone is aware of 
any new information we should be including. 

 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency Services 
 
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air Quality Mgt District

 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  California Office 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   National Library of 
Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 

 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak.  They 
include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health 
Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for 
the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
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Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to Porter Ranch?
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of several 
website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, OEHHA, NLM. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

 
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding it to someone 
else please let me know. 
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Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 9? It was sent 
to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 



4

VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 

 
 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know and I will send 
it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta [  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area to take 
readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and posting the video. We 
are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, trying to gather all the information 
we can, since governmental authorities seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
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I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do not have the 
scientific background to decipher the information. Is there anyone there that can help us 
with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, (flammable gas detectors, 
NBC gas masks, access to number of animal and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch and was 
VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New Year with her cousin 
Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot 
and cold flashes. On January 1st Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had 
to give her CPR. Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Drinkard, Andrea
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:18 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar; StClair, Christie; Mulholland, Denise; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 



2

To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
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Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 
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Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Drinkard, Andrea
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:11 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison; Mulholland, Denise; StClair, Christie
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Christie,  
 
Can you touch base with the reporter to see how we (Denise) can be helpful? 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
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Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 
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Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Drinkard, Andrea
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:55 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison
Cc: StClair, Christie; DeLuca, Isabel
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Adding Isabel.  
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
 
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
 
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using the EPA’s 
greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it works and how to relay the 
results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units correctly before I include it in a story or a 
graphic. 
 
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
 
Thank you! 
 
Katie 
 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 
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Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso 
Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, 
monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on 
emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful 
greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and 
satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within 
the storage field in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a category of 
greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases remain in the 
atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be 
tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify 
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the methane release rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the 
research community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from towers, 
airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and 
an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view 
the page on Community Methane Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: DeLuca, Isabel
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:04 PM
To: Drinkard, Andrea; Zito, Kelly; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison; Mulholland, Denise
Cc: StClair, Christie
Subject: RE: EPA Query

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Adding Isabel.  
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
 
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
 
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using the EPA’s 
greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it works and how to relay the 
results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units correctly before I include it in a story or a 
graphic. 
 
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
 
Thank you! 
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Katie 
 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

 
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso 
Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, 
monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on 
emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful 
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greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and 
satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within 
the storage field in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a category of 
greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases remain in the 
atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be 
tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify 
the methane release rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the 
research community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from towers, 
airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and 
an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view 
the page on Community Methane Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:10 PM
To: DeLuca, Isabel; Drinkard, Andrea; Zito, Kelly; Davis, Alison; Mulholland, Denise
Cc: StClair, Christie
Subject: RE: EPA Query

 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: DeLuca, Isabel  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:04 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar 
<Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Adding Isabel.  
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
 
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
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Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
 
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using the EPA’s 
greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it works and how to relay the 
results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units correctly before I include it in a story or a 
graphic. 
 
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
 
Thank you! 
 
Katie 
 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

 
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso 
Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, 
monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on 
emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful 
greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and 
satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within 
the storage field in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a category of 
greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases remain in the 
atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be 
tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify 
the methane release rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the 
research community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from towers, 
airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and 
an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view 
the page on Community Methane Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:30 PM
To: Glenn, William; COHEN, Deborra
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

Thank you Bill. Please keep me looped in. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
On Jan 22, 2016, at 1:20 PM, Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Dan, 
  
That’s our goal – my thought was to include you just so you (or someone in the program) would have 
awareness of the kinds of requests that are coming to the Agency.  If you’d rather, we can just let you 
know about the stickiest ones. 
  
Bill 
_______ 
  
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
  

From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 1:04 PM 
To: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; 
Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; 
Gaudario, Abigail <Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
  
Hi All – I would ask that you vet the inquiries to see if they can be handled by OPA directly.  OPA can 
steer people to FEMA, LA County Public Health or other agencies as easy as we can.  Thanks, Dan 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:42 PM 
To: COHEN, Deborra; Keener, Bill; Nazmi, Niloufar 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal; Meer, Daniel; Zito, Kelly 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
  
Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as 
well. 
  
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement 
from a couple weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – 
just in case anyone is aware of any new information we should be including. 
  
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency 
Services 
  
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air 
Quality Mgt District 
  
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  Ca
lifornia Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
  
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   Natio
nal Library of Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 
  
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
  
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas 
and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of 
Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division 
of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest 
information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and 
state regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling 
the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act 
information request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents 
related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and 
expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, 
EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
  
  
_______ 
  
Bill Glenn 
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Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
  

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
  
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to 
Porter Ranch? 
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of 
several website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, 
OEHHA, NLM. 
  
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
  

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; 
Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
  
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
  

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
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This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding 
it to someone else please let me know. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 
9? It was sent to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area 
to take readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and 
posting the video. We are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, 
trying to gather all the information we can, since governmental authorities 
seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do 
not have the scientific background to decipher the information. Is there 
anyone there that can help us with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, 
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(flammable gas detectors, NBC gas masks, access to number of animal 
and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch 
and was VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New 
Year with her cousin Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of 
nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot and cold flashes. On January 1st 
Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had to give her CPR. 
Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 

 
 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know 
and I will send it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
 
 
 
"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
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I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area 
to take readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and 
posting the video. We are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, 
trying to gather all the information we can, since governmental authorities 
seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
 
 
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do 
not have the scientific background to decipher the information. Is there 
anyone there that can help us with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, 
(flammable gas detectors, NBC gas masks, access to number of animal 
and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch 
and was VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New 
Year with her cousin Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of 
nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot and cold flashes. On January 1st 
Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had to give her CPR. 
Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
 
 
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:48 PM
To: Lakin, Matt
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak

For awareness only. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Glenn, William" <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 12:42:06 PM PST 
To: "COHEN, Deborra" <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, 
"Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mogharabi, Nahal" <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Thanks, Deb.  I’m thinking as issues arise, it might be a good idea to also routinely loop in Dan Meer as 
well. 
  
Here are those links you sent to Dan, in case they’re useful for folks.  I’ve also included the statement 
from a couple weeks back that I believe we’ve been using as a basis for responses to public inquiries – 
just in case anyone is aware of any new information we should be including. 
  
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx   California Office of Emergency 
Services 
  
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso‐canyon‐update   South Coast Air 
Quality Mgt District 
  
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/alisocanyon.html   California Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/AlisoCanyonPorterRanchFAQ01152016.pdf  Ca
lifornia Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
  
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNLMTEH/bulletins/1307102?reqfrom=share   Natio
nal Library of Medicine compilation of health and toxicological data 
  
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
  
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas 
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and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of 
Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division 
of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest 
information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and 
state regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling 
the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act 
information request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents 
related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and 
expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, 
EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
  
  
_______ 
  
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
  

From: COHEN, Deborra  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:32 PM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Glenn, William 
<Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
  
Hi, Dan Meer said he would respond.  I didn’t cc Bill Keener or Nahal on my email to Dan. 
Bill K, Nahal, Niloufar and Bill G – in general, should I include all 4 of you in emails pertaining to 
Porter Ranch? 
Bill K and Nahal, do you want me to forward the email I sent to Dan Meer? It contained a list of 
several website links to the resources that have been established by South Coast, Cal OES, 
OEHHA, NLM. 
  
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen  
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
  

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 12:18 PM 
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To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; 
Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
  
And looping in Nahal for situational awareness. 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
  

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 7:44 AM 
To: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
  
This is a citizen inquiry I was referred to us from headquarters. If I should be forwarding 
it to someone else please let me know. 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143| 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: January 22, 2016 at 7:10:16 AM PST 
To: "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 

Hi Nilofaur,  
 
Can you get this citizen inquiry to the right person in r9?  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wieder, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:07 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Allison, 
 
Can you forward this public question to the appropriate contact in Region 
9? It was sent to one of my radiation technical experts. Thank you. - Jess 
 
From: Roberta   
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Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you.  
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area 
to take readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and 
posting the video. We are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, 
trying to gather all the information we can, since governmental authorities 
seem to have their lips sewn shut.  
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do 
not have the scientific background to decipher the information. Is there 
anyone there that can help us with that?  
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, 
(flammable gas detectors, NBC gas masks, access to number of animal 
and human illnesses and or deaths?).  
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch 
and was VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New 
Year with her cousin Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of 
nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot and cold flashes. On January 1st 
Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had to give her CPR. 
Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there.  
 
Please help us in any way you can!  
 
Thank You, Roberta Griego 

 
 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. EPA 
Radiation Protection Program 
Center for Radiation Information and Outreach 
w: 202-343-9201 
c: 202-420-9353 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Egidi, Philip 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:52 AM 
To: Wieder, Jessica 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
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To my knowledge, it has not been passed along yet... 
 
PVE 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Wieder, Jessica 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: Egidi, Philip 
Cc: Peake, Tom; Schultheisz, Daniel 
Subject: Re: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
Just got back from travel. Has this been passed along? If not, let me know 
and I will send it to the region. 
 
Jess 
 
Jessica Wieder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation Protection Program 
202-343-9201 
m: 202-420-9353 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 19, 2016, at 9:14 AM, Egidi, Philip 
<Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> wrote: 
 
 
Not sure who to hand this off to, IED or the Region? 
 
Discuss. 
 
PVE 
 
 
 
Philip Egidi 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Radiation Protection Division 
 
Washington, DC 
 
(202) 343-9186 (work) 
 
(970) 209-2885 (Cell) 
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"The health of the people is the highest law." 
 
Cicero (106 - 43 BC) 
 
 
 
From: Roberta  
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 9:40 PM 
To: Egidi, Philip <Egidi.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Egidi.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Alyso Canyon Methane Gas Leak 
 
 
 
Egidi, I emailed H.E.E.T. and they referred me to you. 
 
 
 
I emailed them to thank them for coming to the San Fernando Valley area 
to take readings of the methane gas that is leaking from Porter Ranch and 
posting the video. We are concerned residents of the San Fernando Valley, 
trying to gather all the information we can, since governmental authorities 
seem to have their lips sewn shut. 
 
 
 
I downloaded the air quality readings from the So Cal Gas website, but do 
not have the scientific background to decipher the information. Is there 
anyone there that can help us with that? 
 
 
 
Or, can you give us information as to how to protect ourselves, 
(flammable gas detectors, NBC gas masks, access to number of animal 
and human illnesses and or deaths?). 
 
 
 
We have been awaiting to hear back from our friend Caroline regarding 
autopsy/toxicology results of her cousin Gwen, who lived in Porter Ranch 
and was VERY ILL during the holiday. Gwen spent Christmas and New 
Year with her cousin Caroline in Big Bear and displayed symptoms of 
nausea, vomiting, headaches and hot and cold flashes. On January 1st 
Caroline noticed her cousin stopped breathing and had to give her CPR. 
Caroline called the ambulance and Gwen died either on the way to the 
hospital or after she got there. 
 
 
 
Please help us in any way you can! 
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Thank You, Roberta Griego 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:36 PM
To: Machol, Ben
Subject: FW: EPA Query

FYI – this is now above my head. 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:31 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sorry for more emails – the GHG Equivalency Calculator translates GHG reductions (not emissions) into equivalencies so 
the reporter would need to frame it that way.  This is really most important when it comes to the electricity‐related 
equivalencies so she would be better off using tree or car‐equivalencies 
 
For example, if something is leaking ten million short tons and she wants to frame how big that number is, one could 
enter those numbers into the calculator under the “if you have emissions” tab of the calculator (make sure they select 
short or whatever the right metric is in the drop down – I used short tons for this example) and then use the calculator 
to say that ten million tons of CH4 is equivalent to the carbon stored by 185 million acres of US forest in a year or the 
GHG emissions released by 47 million passenger vehicles in a year.   
 
Hopefully that helps! I need to run out now but you can reach me by cell once I get out of my parking garage.   
 
Denise 
571‐329‐3393 
 
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise 
<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
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To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
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Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
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Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
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gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:22 PM
To: Machol, Ben
Subject: FW: EPA Query

Can we share the numbers you crunched with HQ. The reporter will do her own but is there a particular site/calculator you 
used? Internally, we can also said what you found? 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:18 PM 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her. 
 

From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
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Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
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Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
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Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
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Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:17 PM
To: StClair, Christie; Mulholland, Denise; Zito, Kelly; DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Davis, Alison
Subject: RE: EPA Query

We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
 

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
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I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
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To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
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using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 12:27 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; Adams, Elizabeth (Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov); Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Machol, Ben; Lakin, Matt (Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov)
Subject: House Dems push Obama admin for info on gas leak 

House Dems push Obama admin for info on gas leak  

Geof Koss, E&E reporter http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2016/01/07/stories/1060030280 

Published: Thursday, January 7, 2016  

Top Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce Committee are pressing the Obama administration for answers on 
the massive methane leak ongoing in Los Angeles. 

Led by ranking member Frank Pallone (D-N.J.), Democrats yesterday asked U.S. EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and 
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx for a briefing by both agencies by Jan. 13 on steps being taken to address the 
leak from Southern California Gas Co.'s Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. 

The site has been spewing methane since October, forcing evacuations from the Porter Ranch neighborhood in the San 
Fernando Valley and prompting California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) yesterday to declare a state of emergency (ClimateWire, 
Jan. 7). 

"The leak may be emitting between 40 and 64 tons of methane every hour, increasing California's methane emissions by 
a quarter," wrote the Democrats, who include Energy and Power Subcommittee ranking member Bobby Rush (D-Ill.) and 
Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee ranking member Diana DeGette (D-Colo.). 

"As of January 5, over 78,000 metric tons of methane are estimated to have escaped, the equivalent of burning more than 
737 million gallons of gasoline." 

Aside from the climate impacts of methane -- a potent greenhouse gas -- the trio also note that more than 2,000 
households have been relocated, after widespread complaints over nausea, headaches and dizziness, with another 1,500 
relocations reportedly underway. The operator has estimated that the leak won't be capped until late next month or even 
early March. 

"This is far more than just a nuisance for neighbors," the lawmakers said in a statement. "We are seeing another 
potentially catastrophic man-made disaster with far-reaching impacts on the environment and public health. We are 
asking these agencies to provide the Committee with specific information as to how this leak is being addressed at the 
federal level so that the thousands of families affected finally get the answers they deserve." 

The letter follows a similar plea by Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif.) this week to six state, local and federal agencies calling 
for "coordination and cooperation in finding a solution to the Porter Ranch gas leak." 

Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Proboszcz, Angie
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2016 9:09 AM
To: Proboszcz, Angie
Subject: FW: Shut down the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility

There are 1,907 additional petitions in Gina McCarthy's mailbox that are identical to the petition below. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Food & Water Watch [mailto:act@fwwatch.org]  
Sent: Saturday, January 23, 2016 7:51 AM 
To: Mccarthy, Gina <McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
Subject: Shut down the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 
 
 
Jan 23, 2016 
 
Administrator of the EPA Regina McCarthy 
 
Dear Administrator of the EPA McCarthy, 
 
The massive gas blowout in Porter Ranxh California has now lasted longer than the BP spill, and has become a 
clumatological disaster, as well as health disaster. A Federal Emergency must be declared NOW! This blowout has yet to 
be stopped and each hour it continues magnifies the situation. 
 
On October 23, residents of the small Los Angeles community were alarmed to smell noxious odors in their homes. 
Many began to experience nosebleeds, headaches, nausea, vomiting and dizziness. 
 
At first, the SoCalGas Company (a Sempra subsidiary) denied the problem at its nearby gas storage facility, even though 
the fire department and the local air board both confirmed there was a leak. The gas company has repeatedly 
maintained that there are no long‐term health impacts from exposure to the gas, even though studies by local air 
regulators prove levels of toxic chemicals, including the carcinogen benzene, have been far higher than EPA guidelines. 
 
This blowout is now the largest natural gas leak in U.S. history and has continued longer than the 2010 BP Gulf oil spill. 
 
This is unacceptable. 
 
Now it's time for federal action. The ongoing health impacts to residents and the massive environmental consequences 
demand that you issue a State of Emergency and direct the Environmental Protection Agency to require the full 
shutdown of the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. A Pabian 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:05 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Manzanilla, Enrique; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: Fwd: new gas storage regulations

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Schilling, Teresa@DOC" <Teresa.Schilling@conservation.ca.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 12:34:22 PM PST 
To: "News@DOC" <News@conservation.ca.gov> 
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations 

  

CONTACT: Teresa Schilling/Don Drysdale/Krista Watson, 
(916) 323-1886 pao@conservation.ca.gov 

  
  

CALIF. OIL & GAS DIVISION ISSUES 
NOTICE 

OF PENDING EMERGENCY NATURAL 
GAS STORAGE REGULATIONS 

  
SACRAMENTO — The California Department of 

Conservation (DOC) today gave notice of an interim 

rulemaking package to regulate natural gas storage 

facilities.  The emergency regulations are required 

by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.’s January 6 

declaration of a state of emergency due to the 
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ongoing Southern California Gas Company natural gas 

leak at Aliso Canyon. The emergency regulations will 

go to the Office of Administrative Law on January 26. 

“These regulations execute the Governor’s order 

and will significantly strengthen state oversight of 

natural gas storage facilities to ensure public 

health and safety as well as environmental 

protection,” said DOC Chief Deputy Director Jason 

Marshall.  

In a January 6 proclamation, Governor Brown 

ordered DOC’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources to issue emergency regulations requiring 

gas storage facility operators throughout the state 

to comply with six new safety and reliability 

measures: 

♦ Require at least a daily inspection of gas 

storage well heads, using gas leak detection 

technology such as infrared imaging. 

♦ Require ongoing verification of the mechanical 

integrity of all gas storage wells. 

♦ Require ongoing measurement of annular gas 

pressure or annular gas flow within wells. 

♦ Require regular testing of all safety valves 

used in wells. 
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♦ Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits 

for each gas storage facility in the state. 

♦ Require each storage facility to establish a 

comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates 

and     prepares for risks at each facility, 

including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. 

Once the proposed emergency regulations are submitted to 

the Office of Administrative Law (OAL), OAL will post notice of the 

emergency rulemaking on its website. OAL will have 10 working 

days to review the regulations. OAL will field public comments on 

the proposed regulations, and will consult with DOC regarding 

any response to comments. If OAL approves the rulemaking 

package, the interim rules will be in place at the end of the 10-day 

review. 

Members of the public can submit comments within five 

calendar days of OAL’s posting of the proposed emergency 

regulations on the OAL website via mail, FAX or email: 

Mail: OAL Reference Attorney, 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1250, 

Sacramento, California 95814. 

FAX: (916) 323-6826 

E-mail: staff@oal.ca.gov 
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A copy of comments submitted to OAL also must be 

submitted to the DOC: 

Mail: Department of Conservation, 801 K Street, MS 24-02, 

Sacramento, CA 95814, Attention: Gas Storage Facility 

Regulations. 

Fax: (916) 324-0948. 

E-mail: DOGGR_GasStorageRegs@conservation.ca.gov. 

OAL will confirm that the agency has received the comment 

before considering it. Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 

title 1, section 55, subdivision (b) (1) through (4), the comment 

must state that it is about an emergency regulation currently 

under OAL review, and include the topic of the emergency. 

“We will initiate the process to update permanent regulations 

for natural gas storage, which will include a significant opportunity 

for public review and input, in the coming weeks,” Marshall said. 

Background information about the ongoing Southern 

California Gas Company leak at Aliso Canyon is available on the 

DOC web site.  Many state agencies have a role in the response 

to the leak.  Regular updates and background information on the 

situation are available at the California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services website here. 

### 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zabel, Allan
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 8:23 AM
To: Quast, Sylvia
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA

FYI.  Didn’t see your name. 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 5:40 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Guria, Peter <Guria.Peter@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Allen, HarryL 
<Allen.HarryL@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zabel, Allan 
<Zabel.Allan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 1:04:28 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 
Update of the potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
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(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 
The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 
However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 
OEHHA has also evaluated approximately nine weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.   The results of 
that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation (updated 01/05/2015) 
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 01/05/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 01/05/2015) 

 
  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

  

 

 

Forward this email 
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This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Got it. Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:58, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

I think today's emergency proclamation by the governor should help keep the focus on the state 
as the primary lead.  I sent you the proclamation in a previous email.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:44 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks. This is getting a lot of WH scrutiny all of a sudden so we're trying 
to keep it in the right size box.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:43, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

We will send you a summary.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:42 PM, Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes 
as they are looking to have EPA report out on 
Friday. I'll see if we can get a dial-in so we can have 
R9 on the call so they can hear it from you directly 
but if not we will pass the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for 
this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call 
with several federal agencies and 
CA, to provide situational awareness 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. 
Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), 
DOT/PHMSA, DOE/national labs, 
DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can 
play a lead convening role for the 
Feds, that would be ideal.  They have 
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been participating in daily calls led 
by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's 
delegation to CA and states in 
general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to 
retain any facility specific oversight 
authority.  Once they certify the state 
(which they do every year), it looks 
like they would have to de certify the 
state in order to exercise federal 
oversight directly over a situation 
like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded 
message: 
 
 

From: 
"Natar
ajan, 
Nitin" 
<Natar
ajan.Ni
tin@ep
a.gov> 
Date: J
anuary 
6, 2016 
at 
6:53:2
9 PM 
PST 
To: "
Manza
nilla, 
Enriqu
e" 
<Manz
anilla.
Enriqu
e@epa
.gov> 
Cc: "C



4

heatha
m, 
Reggie
" 
<cheat
ham.re
ggie@
epa.go
v> 
Subjec
t: Call 
with 
CA 

Enriqu
e 
 
 
Hope 
all is 
well 
and 
Happy 
New 
Year. 
The 
WH 
told 
Us 
today 
that 
there's 
a 
call to
morro
w at 
3PM 
PST be
tween 
EPA 
and the 
State 
of CA 
(possib
ly also 
with 
FEMA
) 
regardi
ng the 
methan
e leak. 
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Do you 
know 
the 
scope 
of the 
call? 
The 
WH is 
calling 
a 
meetin
g Frida
y 
mornin
g with 
some 
agenci
es to 
talk 
about 
this 
inciden
t and 
they're 
expecti
ng 
EPA to 
take 
point 
but we 
keep 
saying 
we 
don't 
have 
lead on 
this.....i
f 
anyone 
it's 
DOT.  
 
 
Thanks 
in 
advanc
e.  
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N 
 
 
______
______
______
______ 
Nitin 
Nataraj
an 
Deputy 
Assista
nt 
Admin
istrator 
Office 
of 
Land 
and 
Emerg
ency 
Manag
ement 
Enviro
nmenta
l 
Protect
ion 
Agenc
y 
202-
566-
0200 O
ffice 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, 
Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and 
Happy New Year. 
The WH told 
Us today that there's a 
call tomorrow at 3PM 
PST between EPA 
and the State of CA 
(possibly also with 
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FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you 
know the scope of the 
call? The WH is 
calling a meeting 
Friday morning with 
some agencies to talk 
about this incident 
and they're expecting 
EPA to take point but 
we keep saying we 
don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's 
DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

__________________
______ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator 
Office of Land and 
Emergency 
Management 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2015 3:33 PM
To: Moore, Letitia; Manzanilla, Enrique; Quast, Sylvia
Cc: Johnson, Ivry
Subject: RE: FYI - There appears to be an Aliso Canyon FOIA
Attachments: Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; SCG personnel.docx; SCG Aliso Canyon 

SS25-P39A RW Briefing - Attendee List (12-16-15).pdf; Aliso Canyon POCs.xlsx; Field 
Observations.docx

I am not sure who in Air Division has been assigned this FOIA.  
 
Ivry do you know? 
 
I have collected what I have that might be responsive and attached it here. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Moore, Letitia  
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2015 3:19 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Quast, Sylvia 
Subject: FYI ‐ There appears to be an Aliso Canyon FOIA 

 
 
 
Letitia D. Moore 
Assistant Regional Counsel | U.S. EPA Region IX 
415.972.3928 | moore.letitia@epa.gov 

 
This email, including attachments, may contain information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney‐client or other privileges.  This email, including 
attachments, is intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient.  If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and 
notify me by email or at (415)972‐3928.  The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited and may 
be unlawful. 

 
 

From: Johnson, Ivry  
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2015 6:41 AM 
To: Armsey, Steven <Armsey.Steven@epa.gov>; Busterud, Gretchen <Busterud.Gretchen@epa.gov> 
Cc: Blake, Ellen <Blake.Ellen@epa.gov>; Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov>; Henderson, Alita 
<Henderson.Alita@epa.gov> 
Subject: FOIA's Recv'd Dec 13 ‐ 19, 2015 

 

FOIA's Received December 13 - 19, 2015 
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Tracking Number Requester Requester Organization Submitted 
Assigned 
To Due D

EPA-R9-2016-002228 Yashpal S. Sandhu Nezhad | Shayesteh 12/18/2015 AIR 01/20/2016

1
st
ga
m
to
re
ga
m
to
C
20
do
pe
C
20
do
in
ex
da
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        Ivry Johnson 
FOIA Officer, Region 9 
      415-947-4251 
     415-947-3591 Fax 
 
 

 























Date & Time: 12/16/2015 at 9:45 AM 
 

SS-25 Incident/Porter 39A Relief Well Briefing – Attendee List 

 
Name Organization 
Bret Lane SoCalGas 
Rodger Schwecke SoCalGas 
Jimmie Cho SoCalGas 
Jill Tracy  SoCalGas 
Glenn La Fevers SoCalGas 
Todd Van De Putte SoCalGas 
Avideh Razavi SoCalGas 
Hilary Petrizzo SoCalGas 
Andy De La Rosa SoCalGas 
Alan Walker DOGGR 
Jason Marshall DOGGR 
Ken Harris DOGGR 
Scott Walker DOGGR 
Scott McGurk DOGGR 
Kris Gustafson DOGGR 
Jon Iverson DOGGR (Call-in) 
Brady Van Engelen DOGGR (Call-in) 
Pat Abel DOGGR (Call-in) 
John Geroch DOGGR (Call-in) 
Kate Lawrence U.S. EPA (Call-in) 
Daniel Meer U.S. EPA (Call-in) 
Bret Moxely U.S. EPA 
Jason Musante U.S. EPA 
Marry Ann Efron Cal/OSHA (Call-in) 
Mario Tresierras LA Country Fire Department 
Douglas Blankenship Sandia National Lab 
Scott Perfect Lawrence National Lab 
Barry Freifeld Lawrence Berkeley National Lab 
Jim LaGrone Boots & Coots - Halliburton 
Rolly Gomez Boots & Coots - Halliburton 
Alan Gosse Sperry Drilling - Halliburton 

 

 



Field Observations 
Jason Musante, On Scene Coordinator 
December 15, 2015 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

Incident organization: SoCal Gas has an ICS structure in place involving their employees.  No formal 
unified command, but local and state are participating in a “cooperating agency” role. SoGalGas is 
providing satisfactory communication with coordinating agencies.  State DOGGR and LA County Fire 
Health and Hazardous Materials Division representative are on-site or in communication with SoCalGas 
incident management on a daily basis.  Current IAP cycle is 1 week due largely routine daily operations 
and provisions for 24hr IAP cycle are in place when any well-kill activities are planned.   

Public Health and Safety: SoCalGas has a daily air monitoring program in nearby residential 
neighborhoods and at local schools.  No detections requiring evacuations have been observed, but 
SoCalGas is offering relocation to any resident that makes a request due potential high olfactory 
sensitivity to methyl mercaptan (odorant) at  thresholds lower than health exposure action levels.  
Weather conditions, primarily wind direction, are a key factor in determining timing/safety of site 
activities. 

Worker Health and Safety: Hot zone controls, staging area locations, air monitoring, and fire 
monitoring/suppression capability all appear to be adequate. 

Site stability: Previous well-kill operations have been observed to destabilize the ground around the well 
and this is a primary consideration in additional well-kill operations.  Construction of a bridge structure 
to span the well-head area is underway; the bridge will act as an safe access platform and provide 
structural stability to the well-head.  Significant stormwater controls have been installed to intercept 
any potential runoff from the site area including sorbent booms, drainage diversions, and underflow 
dams. Improvement to the existing concrete v-ditch drainage system present at the facility have 
been/made are underway to install additional interception boxes. 

Planned operations:  Another attempt at well-kill using a “junk shot” and involving the cutting of the 
inner well bore (2 7/8”) to deliver mud material is planned within the next week.  Relief well drilling 
operation continue 24/7 and will take several months to complete as it is a precision operation to 
intercept the existing well at depth (approx. 8,500’ bgs).  A second relief well drilling operation is being 
prepared as a back-up should any difficulties occur with the primary relief well effort. 



Here are contact numbers for SCG personnel: 

tel:858-437-2937
mailto:JLane@semprautilities.com
tel:818-378-0976
mailto:JCho@semprautilities.com
tel:213-247-2155
mailto:RSchwecke@semprautilities.com
tel:661-305-5387
mailto:TVandePutte@semprautilities.com
tel:818-700-3636
tel:818-725-1142


NAME AGENCY/Company PHONE(O)

Jason Marshall Dep of Conservation 916.322.1080
Dan Bout Cal OES 916.845.8484
Jimmy Cho Sempra Utilities
Bret Lane Sempra Utilities
Rodger Schwecke Sempra Utilities
Todd Van De Putte Sempra Utilities
SS9 trailer phone SoCal Gas
DOGGR Trailer
Alicia Mathis SoCal Gas (562)233-9904



PHONE© EMAIL

916.769.4952 jason.marshall@conservation.ca.gov
916.678.1184 dan.bout@caloes.ca.gov
818-378-0976 JCho@semprautilities.com
858-437-2937 JLane@semprautilities.com
213-247-2155 RSchwecke@semprautilities.com
661-305-5387 TVandePutte@semprautilities.com
818-700-3636
818-725-1142

AMathis@semprautilities.com

mailto:jason.marshall@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:dan.bout@caloes.ca.gov
tel:818-378-0976
mailto:JCho@semprautilities.com
tel:858-437-2937
mailto:JLane@semprautilities.com
tel:213-247-2155
mailto:RSchwecke@semprautilities.com
tel:661-305-5387
mailto:TVandePutte@semprautilities.com
tel:818-700-3636
tel:818-725-1142
mailto:AMathis@semprautilities.com


POSITION/TITLE

Chief Deputy Director
GAR
IC
COO
Operations
drilling
ICP number
reach DOGGR staff
First Responder Program Staff
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 10:30 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt; Johnson, Kathleen; Moore, Letitia; 

Quast, Sylvia; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Emissions reduction from Aliso 
Attachments: aliso-canyon-news-release-leak-estimate-011316.pdf; ATT00001.txt

 
https://www.socalgas.com/documents/news‐room/aliso‐canyon‐news‐release‐leak‐estimate‐
011316.pdf?spMailingID=8460831&spUserID=MTIxODg5NzA5NTYwS0&spJobID=842388196&spReportId=ODQyMzg4MT
k2S0 
 
 



-more- 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
 

California Air Resources Board Latest Leak Estimates Indicate  
60-Percent Reduction of Porter Ranch Methane Leak 

 
LOS ANGELES, CA, Jan. 12, 2016 – The most recent Aliso Canyon preliminary methane 
emissions estimates by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) were posted yesterday, 
showing updated rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well that indicate 
emissions have decreased from CARB’s initial preliminary estimates, SoCalGas announced 
today.  This new posting represents an estimated 60-percent reduction in CARB emissions 
estimates since the Nov. 28 data, according to the latest CARB monitoring data, and an 
approximate 20-percent reduction in emissions estimates since the most recent Dec. 23 
preliminary estimate by CARB.   
 
CARB releases rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well based on data 
collected during periodic flights using sensitive monitoring equipment.  The flyover data provides 
an estimated emission rate at the time the flights are conducted, and are used to develop a 
rough estimate of the total methane leaked to date.  As CARB also acknowledges, a more 
refined estimate of the actual emissions will be conducted once the leak is stopped and 
additional data is collected and reviewed.  
 
Preliminary methane emissions based on CARB data collected on Jan. 8 and posted yesterday 
show emissions have declined to 23,400 kilograms per hour from a high estimate of 58,000 
kilograms on Nov. 28, according to information posted on the CARB web site. 
 
CARB also calculated the total estimated volume of greenhouse gas (GHG) released from the 
well since the leak was detected at 1.9 million metric tons in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
According to CARB’s report on annual GHG emissions in California, the estimated total from the 
Aliso leak is less than one-half of 1 percent (0.4 percent) of California’s total annual GHG 
emissions in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
 
SoCalGas is reiterating its intent to mitigate the environmental impact of the actual amount of 
natural gas released from the leak. 
 
Actions SoCalGas has taken to reduce emissions: 
 

 For several weeks, in consultation with the CPUC, SoCalGas has been withdrawing 
natural gas from the storage field at almost double the typical rate for this time of the 
year by prioritizing the use of natural gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer 
demand. 



 

 
 As a result of SoCalGas’ withdrawals, the storage field’s operating capacity has gone 

from being approximately 90-percent full before the leak, to being at most 37-percent 
full, as of Jan. 10, with the additional amount that has leaked unknown at this time. 
 

 SoCalGas has developed a gas capture system that is designed to capture emissions 
from the well before they are emitted into the environment.  Once permitted, SoCalGas 
intends to operate this capture system, provided site-specific safety conditions allow.  
This capture system is designed to further reduce a portion of emissions from entering 
the atmosphere through diversion and treatment. 
 

SoCalGas is focused on stopping the leak and reducing air quality impacts as safely and quickly 
as reasonably possible. 
 
 
About Southern California Gas Co. 
Southern California Gas Co. has been delivering clean, safe and reliable natural gas to its 
customers for more than 140 years. It is the nation’s largest natural gas distribution utility, 
providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 
500 communities. The company’s service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square 
miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of sempra.com (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy 
services holding company based in San Diego.  
 

### 
 
Contact: | SoCalGas  
Media Hotline: 877.643.2331 or 858-740-8121| socalgas.com/news-room | @SoCalGasNews  

 
 
This press release contains statements that are not historical fact and constitute forward-looking statements within 
the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  These statements can be identified by words 
like "believes," "expects," "anticipates," "plans," "estimates,"  "projects," "forecasts," "contemplates," "intends," 
"depends," "should," "could," "would," "will," "confident," "may," "potential," "possible,"  "proposed,"  "target," 
"pursue," "goals," "outlook," "maintain" or similar expressions, or discussions of guidance, strategies, plans, goals, 
opportunities, projections, initiatives, objectives or intentions.  Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of 
performance.  They involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions.  Future results may differ materially from those 
expressed in the forward-looking statements.  Forward-looking statements are necessarily based upon various 
assumptions involving judgments with respect to the future and other risks, including, among others: local, 
regional, national and international economic, competitive, political, legislative and regulatory conditions and 
developments; actions and the timing of actions, including issuances of permits to construct and licenses for 
operation, by the California Public Utilities Commission, California State Legislature, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, California Energy Commission, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
California Air Resources Board, and other regulatory, governmental and environmental bodies in the United States; 
the timing and success of business development efforts and construction, maintenance and capital projects, 
including risks in obtaining, maintaining or extending permits, licenses, certificates and other authorizations on a 
timely basis and risks in obtaining adequate and competitive financing for such projects; energy markets, including 
the timing and extent of changes and volatility in commodity prices, and the impact of any protracted reduction in 
oil and natural gas prices from historical averages; the impact on the value of our natural gas storage assets from 
low natural gas prices, low volatility of natural gas prices and the inability to procure favorable long-term contracts 
for natural gas storage services; delays in the timing of costs incurred and the timing of the regulatory agency 



 

authorization to recover such costs in rates from customers; deviations from regulatory precedent or practice that 
result in a reallocation of benefits or burdens among shareholders and ratepayers; capital markets conditions, 
including the availability of credit and the liquidity of our investments; inflation and  interest rates; the availability 
of electric power and natural gas, and natural gas pipeline and storage capacity, including disruptions caused by 
failures in the North American transmission grid, pipeline explosions and equipment failures; cybersecurity threats 
to the energy grid, natural gas storage and pipeline infrastructure, the information and systems used to operate 
our businesses and the confidentiality of our proprietary information and the personal information of our 
customers, terrorist attacks that threaten system operations and critical infrastructure, and wars; weather 
conditions, conservation efforts, natural disasters, catastrophic accidents, and other events that may disrupt our 
operations, damage our facilities and systems, and subject us to third-party liability for property damage or 
personal injuries some of which may or may not be covered by insurance; risks that our partners or counterparties 
will be unable or unwilling to fulfill their contractual commitments;business, regulatory, environmental and legal 
decisions and requirements; the inability or determination not to enter into long-term supply and sales agreements 
or long-term firm capacity agreements due to insufficient market interest, unattractive pricing or other factors; the 
resolution of litigation; and other uncertainties, all of which are difficult to predict and many of which are beyond 
our control.  These risks and uncertainties are further discussed in the reports that the company has filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. These reports are available through the EDGAR system free-of-charge on the 
SEC's website, www.sec.gov.  Investors should not rely unduly on any forward-looking statements.  These forward-
looking statements speak only as of the date hereof, and the company undertakes no obligation to update or revise 
these forecasts or projections or other forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future 
events or otherwise. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:14 PM
To: Maier, Brent; Keener, Bill
Cc: Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Fw: Aliso Canyon Update

fyi 
 

From: SoCalGas <alisocanyon@socalgas.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:37 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Update  
  

 
This message contains graphics. If you do not see the graphics, click here to view. 

View Text Only   |   View in Browser
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  Aliso Canyon Update 
SoCalGas® News 

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 
  
We would like to thank you for your continued cooperation and patience as we 
work to resolve the natural gas leak at our Aliso Canyon Storage Facility in 
Porter Ranch. Attached please find the weekly bulletin.This bulletin has also 
been mailed to your home via US mail. 
 
In this weekly bulletin you will find the following information:  

 Ongoing updates of our progress  
 Air sampling  
 Resources for your questions  
 Community Resource Center  

For daily updates and information regarding Aliso Canyon, please visit 
alisoupdates.com. 
 

 

  

If you received this email from a friend or a colleague subscribe below. 
Aliso Canyon Updates 

Make sure you receive our emails by adding 
webmaster@socalgas.messages2.com to your address book. Please do not 
reply to this email. Email sent to this address cannot be answered. For 
assistance, please visit our Help Center. Southern California Gas Company 
values your privacy. For more information, view our Privacy Policy and 
Privacy Notice. 
 
Sender's business address is 555 West Fifth Street, GT20B2, Los Angeles, 
CA 90013. 
 
© 2015 Southern California Gas Company. Trademarks are property of their 
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respective owners. All rights reserved. Some materials used under license, 
with all rights reserved by licensor. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin; lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Johnson, Kathleen; Quast, 

Sylvia; Moore, Letitia; Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf; SoCAL Gas Request for Info.pdf

Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  
  
Lynn, 
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Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
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whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 

o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 
  

         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 

o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

         ENV/Health (Jill) 

o   Air monitoring continuing 
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o   Data uploaded yesterday 

o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 

o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 

o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 
  

         Q&A 

o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 
invited—yes 

  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 

o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 
area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 
help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole‐house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 
specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 
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o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐leak‐35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 

o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 
that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 
company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐state‐of‐emergency‐
over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
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Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:36 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Blumenfeld, Jared; Quast, Sylvia; Johnson, Kathleen; Lindsay, Nancy
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Thanks for copying me Nitin.  
 
Jared had a phone conversation last week with phmsa administrator Dominguez.  
 
I will separately forward a note to Lynn and Nathan with our recent CAA 114 info request to SoCal gas and our response 
to congressman Sherman.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 12:47 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. 
Enrique Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on‐scene coordinators participate in 
the site visit earlier this month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support 
as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202‐566‐0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to 
determine if you are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing 
technical assistance to the California Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety 
program. 
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Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the 
intrastate gas and hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with 
PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105‐ 60106. To participate in the pipeline safety program States 
must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States may pass more stringent 
regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for 
the conference line is 1‐866‐462‐0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that 
SoCalGas has uploaded can be found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They 
have not received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich 
who is the Senior Emergency Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He 
also confirmed that CDC has not received had not received any requests for assistance from the state or 
locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC had received any requests 
for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational awareness. He thought that 
EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing 
you with a PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202‐366‐4774 
Cell: 202‐740‐1978 
E‐mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my 
management. Should you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
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 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of 

storm. 
o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

  

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 

(which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA 

media report as Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began 

Oct 23) 
o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

  

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To 

date only fire captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality 
monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside 
of zipcode catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). 
They have attempted to get services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get 
them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke 
with the SOC and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because 
there were no immediate health effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the 
Santa Susana Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7‐inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas 
deposit underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution 
utility, providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in 
more than 500 communities. The company's service territory encompasses approximately 
20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican 
border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  
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o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had 
been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest 
homes in the Porter Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower 
than flammable limits, and do not pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s 
total output of methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not 
expected to lead to permanent or long‐term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half‐mile 
radius of the site , up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop 
distractions by overflying planes to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman 
email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the order was requested “out of concerns that fumes 
from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in 

the 91326 zip code to help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) contractor to provide whole‐house air purification 
by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated 
carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from the 
air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved 
systems if homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including 
locations that can accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and 
functional needs. And for residents with pets, they have arranged pet‐friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take 
months to stop the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to 
develop innovative approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently 
Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on‐schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could 
be completed by late‐February to late‐March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well 
to pump fluids and cement into the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow 

of gas remains available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out 

through the leak. The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply 
customer demand and, as a result, is withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the 
typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch 
Town Center, 19731 Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of 
residents have complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul‐smelling additive that makes 
odorless natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency‐declaration‐gas‐
leak‐35804863 said that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary 
accommodations and is working at moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the 
leak 
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o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above 
a neighbrhood that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the 
stench had made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry 
Brown confirming the company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a 
framework that will help guide the company's efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from 
the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – even before the actual amount of 
the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will be taken after 
the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential 
long term health effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/emergency‐
information/emergency‐response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay‐safe/methane‐emissions/methane‐
emissions‐map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment‐and‐nature/20151215/la‐county‐declares‐
state‐of‐emergency‐over‐porter‐ranch‐gas‐leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS‐BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366‐0533 
Cell     (202) 236‐6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:33 PM
To: Quast, Sylvia; Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; 

Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Mogharabi, Nahal; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Cc: Levine, Carolyn; Haman, Patricia
Subject: Fwd: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: sherman to governor withdraw gas.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 2:30:23 PM PST 
To: "'Maier, Brent'" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: letter from Congressman Sherman 

From: Maier, Brent [mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov]  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 5:29 PM 
To: Wolman, Lauren 
Subject: Re: letter from Congressman Sherman 
Lauren ‐ Thanks for your message. I did not see an attachment with the message you sent. Please resend 
if there was an attachment.  
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 15, 2016, at 11:33 AM, "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Your agencies were CCed. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 



BRAD SIRMAN

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

January 15, 2016

The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento. California 95814

Dear Governor Brown,

Thank you for your leadership in declaring a state of emergency regarding the natural gas leak in
the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility. I write today to highlight perhaps the most important pan of
your proclamation: paragraph 3.

Specifically, the Proclamation orders:

3. The CaliJbrnia Public Utilities Commission and the California Ener
Commission shall take all actions necessary to ensure that Southern Calfrörnkz
Gas Company maximizes daily withdrawals ofnatural gas from the Aliso C’anyon
Storage Facilityfor use or storage elsewhere. [Emphasis added]

This order is a critical step. However, I urge you to go further and require the withdrawal of
natural gas from the facility to the maximum extent it can be withdrawn and used, stored, or
incinerated safrly elsewhere.

SoCalGas should be prohibited from importing natural gas to the Aliso Canyon service area. All
natural gas used in the Los Angeles basin should be drawn from Aliso Canyon rather than other
natural gas storage facilities. Homeowners, electric generation facilities, and other industrial
facilities throughout the Los Angeles basin need to be urged to safely consume as much Aliso
Canyon gas as possible — and they should be encouraged to use additional gas at little to no cost.
SoCalGas continues to regard the gas in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility as an asset. For the
people of Porter Ranch, the gas is not an asset, it isa toxin.

SoCalGas should withdraw the maximum amount of natural gas from the Aliso Canyon storage
facility every hour of even’ day, regardless of the demand, and regardless of whether SoCalGas
can sell the natural gas. We need to draw down all natural gas in the Aliso Canyon facility to
zero — we need to deplete both the working gas and the cushion gas. It is simply wrong to limit
withdrawals of gas from the facility that can be sold in the ordinary course of business, or stored
in other SoCalGas facilities. Failure to withdraw natural gas from Aliso Canyon as quickly as
the infrastructure will allow creates unnecessary threats to public health and the environment.

—a-..



Gov. Jerry Brown
Page 2 of2

January 15, 2016

Electric utilities are using natural gas far less during the winter than during the summer when air
conditioners are operating. They should be incinerating natural gas at the same levels as they do
on the hottest days in August.

Clearly SoCalGas should provide, at a discounted price, or for free, natural gas which is beyond
the usual needs of its users, In fact, SoCalGas should cover the total cost for electric utilities or
others to incinerate maximum quantities of natural gas.

Withdrawing natural gas from the facility will reduce pressure. Thus, the remaining natural gas
will leak out of the storage facility more slowly. Every effort must be made to acquire temporary
compressors or other equipment so that natural gas can be pulled out of Aliso Canyon, even if
the pressure pushing the natural gas through the pipe system has decreased.

SoCalGas should also be exploring ways to pump the natural gas back to its suppliers through
the pipelines that run to the Aliso Canyon facility. These possibilities need to be examined
expeditiously and implemented immediately if warranted.

As governor, you will of course be concerned with natural gas reliability (in the winter 2016-
2017) and the reliability of electric generation (in the summer of 2016). 1 believe that the
activities! advocate for above can be part of an overall plan that assures reliability. And of
course, any economic impact should be at the expense of SoCalGas and not its ratepayers.

Thank you for your continued leadership and attention to this urgent matter. If my office can be
of any assistance, please feel free to reach out to me directly, or contact Lauren Wolman in my
DC office or John Alford in my Sherman Oaks office.

cc:
Environmental Protection Agency
Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission

Since:

Member of Congress
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:46 AM
To: Quast, Sylvia; Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; 

Levine, Carolyn; Haman, Patricia; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Mogharabi, Nahal; Harris-
Bishop, Rusty

Cc: Mims, Kathy; Eades, Cassaundra
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

Importance: High

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" <Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
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Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein 
sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Richman, Lance; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin; Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David; Quast, Sylvia; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
Attachments: Clean-SoCal Gas - Alison Canyon - Proposed Findings and Decision-4.docx; 

ATT00001.htm; Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00002.htm; Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; mjc aliso canyon lafevers declaration FINAL(4380725_1_LA)(2).pdf; 
ATT00004.htm

FYI, 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mohsen Nazemi" <MNazemi1@aqmd.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

Hi Kay.  Attached please find the proposed Findings and Decisions, as well as the two Exhibits we have 
filed along with the Proposed Findings and Decisions.  In addition attached is the SoCalGas 
Company’srepresentative declaration for your information.  Thanks. 
  
Mohsen Nazemi, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Engineering & Compliance Office 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Phone No. (909)396-2662 
Fax No.      (909)396-3895 
mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 



 
 

  1  
 Southern California Gas Company, Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Facility ID #800 128) 

Findings And Decision 

 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 
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6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 
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·16 JAN 14 P 1 :2 4 BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In tbe Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

PROPOSED PARTIAL NATURAL GAS 
CAPTURE SYSTEM PLAN FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Findings and 
Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 
Respondent (SoCa!Gas) hereby submits the Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan 
for Well SS-25. Installation of the equipment described below and operation of the equipment 
according to the provisions set out below constitutes the "Plan" as set forth in the Conditions and 
Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Order. 

To mitigate the potential effects of the SS-25 Incident leak, a partial natural gas capture system 
rated at 20 million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD) of leaking gas has been proposed for 
installation at the facility. Installation and operation of the proposed capture system, including 
any potential increases in gas capture above 20 million MMSCFD, is dependent upon site safety 
and feasibility considerations. 

Equipment has been designed with the goal of capturing a portion of the natural gas, removing 
the entrained fluids in the natural gas stream, and then sending the captured natural gas either to 
thermal oxidizers to bum the gas or a carbon adsorption system to remove the odorant from the 
gas. Since the proposed new temporary equipment is subject to permit approvals by the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (District), implementation of the plan consists of two 
phases. The total duration of the proposed two-phase project is anticipated to be 60 days if the 
leak at Well SS-25 is eliminated during that time period. If the leak continues longer than 60 
days, the project shall continue until the leak is eliminated. 

The first phase of the project uses contractor-owned equipment available in the District. During 
Phase 1 of the project, there will be four contractor-owned thennal oxidizers, each rated at about 
42 million BTU/Hr, and each capable of burning about 1 MMSCFD of natural gas. There will 
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also be two sets of carbon adsorption systems in service. These contractor-owned packages 
utilize two 10,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas 
stream. All portable thermal oxidizers and carbon adsorption systems will have their own 
blowers. Electricity will be provided by up to two portable diesel internal combustion engine 
driven electric generators . The thermal oxidizers a!'ld carbon adsorption equipment is covered by 
existing District permits for potiable equipment; however, experimental and research permits 
subject to District approval for the installation and contractor use of Phase I equipment are 
needed at this site because the existing portable equipment pennits do not reference the use of 
the equipment at this specific natural-gas storage facility. The portable engine generators are 
registered under the California Air Resources Board Portable Equipment Registration Program. 

The second phase would utilize new equipment owned by SoCalGas and subject to District 
approvals in addition to the carbon bed equipment noted below. Under Phase 2, SoCalGas 
proposes to install a knock-out vessel (V-193), two Lone Star Model MC18-06 electric motor 
driven capture gas blowers, one 5 gallon per minute (gpm) electric slops pump, and six thermal 
oxidizers of 5 MMSCFD each. SoCalGas plans to have the two sets of contractor-owned carbon 
adsorption systems (used in Phase I) in standby for Phase 2. The project will also include two 1 
MW diesel internal combustion engine driven generators (one in use and one on standby) to 
supplement site power for capture gas oxidizers, and two 700 KW diesel internal combustion 
engine driven generators for the capture gas blowers and other lighting and instrumentation. 

Provided below are details on the partial gas capture system. 

Gas Collection 

One collection nozzle will be placed adjacent to the well head in the pathway of the leaking gas. 
This installation will consist of one 36" collection nozzle, that will extend into the depression 
around the well head and will be supported by well head bridge structures. From the collection 
nozzle, the natural gas will be routed to the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad via a 36" 
carbon steel pipe. This piping will be supported by the bridge structure while over the 
depression and will rest at-grade once clear of the depression. From the SS-25 Well pad, the 
natural gas will be routed to the V-193 KO Drum. 

Fluid Removal 

From the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad, the natural gas will be routed down to the road 
connecting well pads SS-9 and SS-29. Since the captured natural gas contains small amounts of 
oil and brine from the reservoir, it will be routed through the V -193 KO Drum for fluid removal 
prior to disposition. The 36" line carrying the collected gas will be split into two lines and enter 
the V -193 KO Drum via a pair of 24" inlet nozzles. The V -193 KO Drum is an existing out of 
service 9' -6" 10 x 20'-0" T-T horizontal vessel that will be re-purposed for this service. This 
vessel will be installed on a new slab foundation to be poured at the edge of the road that 
connects well pads SS-9 and SS-29. 

To enhance the fluid removal capability of this vessel, it will be equipped with a pair of new 
demister pads. The fluids will be removed from V -193 via Slops Pump 25-P-1 to either a 
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vacuum truck or 55-gallon drums. The treated natural gas stream will exit V-193 via the single 
24" outlet nozzle and will be routed to the Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2. 

Capture Gas Blowers 

Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2 will route the natural gas to either the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. These 1 0 MMSCFD blowers take suction from the 
V-193 KO Drum, which operates at slight vacuum, and discharge the natural gas at 5 psig, 
sufficient for use by either the Capture Gas Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. 

The discharge of each blower may be routed to a bank of three Capture Gas Oxidizers via 14" 
carbon steel line, or to Carbon Capture. The discharge of Capture Gas Blower -2 may also be 
routed to the smaller Capture Gas Oxidizers. 

Capture Gas Oxidizers 

The captured gas may be burned using air in the Capture Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-1 AlBIC and 25-
IN-2 AlBIC. The oxidizers are arranged in a bank of three each, with Capture Gas Blower -1 
supplying 25-IN-1 AlBIC, and Capture Gas Blower -2 supplying 25-IN-2 AlBIC. 

Each oxidizer is equipped with a primary combustion air blower and four secondary air blowers . 
All of the air blowers are motor-driven with a total power requirement of 30 kW (480VI3160 
Hz). The oxidizers are equipped with pilots. To protect the system, each Capture Gas Oxidizer 
will have a flame arrestor installed immediately upstream. 

Carbon Capture Packages 

Prior to the arrival of the Capture Gas Oxidizers, odorants may be removed from the collected 
natural gas by passing the gas through the Carbon Capture Packages. These packages utilize two 
I 0,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas stream. 
Collected gas is provided to the packages by a 24" carbon steel line from the Capture Gas 
Blowers. Each package would be equipped with its own vent stack, flame arrestor, and nitrogen 
facilities to allow air-freeing of the unit prior to being placed into operation. The nitrogen would 
also serve as quench gas in the event of a temperature excursion in the carbon bed. 

The Carbon Capture Packages would remain on-site after installation of the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers to allow for odorant removal from the collected natural gas should the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers become unavailable due to atmospheric conditions. 

Test Incinerators 

To test the collection nozzles, the intention is to commission the system utilizing smaller Capture 
Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-3 A-G. These smaller incinerators are rated for 930,000 SCFD each, and 
equipped with capture natural gas blowers and combustion air blowers. These incinerators may 
be used to commission the collection system prior to the installation of the Capture Gas Blowers 
and larger Capture Gas Oxidizers. Up to four of the smaller incinerators may be available for 
use. Under Phase 2, these smaller incinerators would be supplied by a 14'' line from the V-193 
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KO Drum. The smaller incinerators would remain in service from Phase I supplementing the 
larger Capture Gas Oxidizers and taking their feed from Capture Gas Blower 25-BL-2. 

Power Generation 

Power for the Capture Gas Blowers and all of the Capture Gas Oxidizers will be provided by two 
diesel-powered generators in use and two on standby. Currently, these generators are sized to 
provide 700 KW and 1 MW of 480V/3/60 Hz power for the operation of the Capture Gas 
Blowers and Capture Gas Oxidizers, respectively. In addition, a third 700 KW diesel-powered 
generator would be used to provide power to the Carbon Capture Packages. 

Safety Measures 

The collection system is designed to operate above the upper flammability limit of methane (15 
vol% in air). To ensure that the system is operating as intended, redundant oxygen analyzers will 
be placed in the 36" line leaving well pad SS-29 and in the line exiting the V -193 KO Drum. 
The oxygen analyzers will be set to alarm if the oxygen concentration in the collected gas 
reaches 5 vol% (approximately 75 vol% natural gas in air) and to shut down the Capture Gas 
Blowers should the oxygen concentration reach 10 vol% (approximately 50 vol% natural gas in 
air). These set points are chosen to ensure operation far from the gas flammability limits. 

In addition to the safeguards for the collected natural gas, LEL area monitoring will be 
conducted to ensure that the natural gas plume issuing from Well SS-25 is not traveling in the 
direction of well pad SS-29. Although the distance between the well heads is approximately 800 
feet, a series of four LEL detectors will be installed between the well pads to alarm should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 50% of LEL, and to shut down the system should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 80% of LEL. 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

•16 JAN 14 p 1 :24 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of Case No. 137-76 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

INFRARED CAMERA MONITORING 
PROTOCOL FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 1, of the Findings and 

Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 

Respondent (SoCalGas) hereby submits the Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-

25. 

Overview: 

SoCalGas shall install at least one infrared capable camera that will continuously monitor gas 

release conditions at the SS-25 well head. The camera(s) will obtain thennographic imaging 

measurements. 

Approach: 

The camera(s) will capture images on a continuous feed basis. The District Executive Officer or 

his designee will approve the camera model selected by SoCalGas, and approval will not be 

unreasonably withheld. The camera(s) will be set up on a tri-pod to capture thermographic 

images of the SS-25 well area. The camera tripod shall be located approximately 1000-1500 feet 

from the SS-25 well, or such other location as approved by the Executive Officer or his designee 

with input from on-site observations by the District staff. 

There will be a stand-alone network system using 900 MHz Point-to-Point communication link 

from the mounted camera location to a location within the Facility. The 900 MHz modem will 

bridge to the local tri-pod to create a wireless local area network (WLAN). 

1 



Continuous Monitoring: 

Monitoring will be continuous (24 hours per day/7 days per week) and can be monitored directly 

at the Facility. Recorded data will be downloaded and maintained on a hard drive, with backup. 

The camera(s) will be inspected on a daily basis to ensure proper operation. Camera data shall 

be made available to the District upon request, as specified in the Conditions and Increments of 

Progress, paragraph 1, of the Order. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Richman, Lance; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin; Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David; Quast, Sylvia; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
Attachments: Clean-SoCal Gas - Alison Canyon - Proposed Findings and Decision-4.docx; 

ATT00001.htm; Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00002.htm; Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; mjc aliso canyon lafevers declaration FINAL(4380725_1_LA)(2).pdf; 
ATT00004.htm

FYI, 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mohsen Nazemi" <MNazemi1@aqmd.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

Hi Kay.  Attached please find the proposed Findings and Decisions, as well as the two Exhibits we have 
filed along with the Proposed Findings and Decisions.  In addition attached is the SoCalGas 
Company’srepresentative declaration for your information.  Thanks. 
  
Mohsen Nazemi, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Engineering & Compliance Office 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Phone No. (909)396-2662 
Fax No.      (909)396-3895 
mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 
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6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 
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SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In tbe Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

PROPOSED PARTIAL NATURAL GAS 
CAPTURE SYSTEM PLAN FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Findings and 
Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 
Respondent (SoCa!Gas) hereby submits the Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan 
for Well SS-25. Installation of the equipment described below and operation of the equipment 
according to the provisions set out below constitutes the "Plan" as set forth in the Conditions and 
Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Order. 

To mitigate the potential effects of the SS-25 Incident leak, a partial natural gas capture system 
rated at 20 million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD) of leaking gas has been proposed for 
installation at the facility. Installation and operation of the proposed capture system, including 
any potential increases in gas capture above 20 million MMSCFD, is dependent upon site safety 
and feasibility considerations. 

Equipment has been designed with the goal of capturing a portion of the natural gas, removing 
the entrained fluids in the natural gas stream, and then sending the captured natural gas either to 
thermal oxidizers to bum the gas or a carbon adsorption system to remove the odorant from the 
gas. Since the proposed new temporary equipment is subject to permit approvals by the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (District), implementation of the plan consists of two 
phases. The total duration of the proposed two-phase project is anticipated to be 60 days if the 
leak at Well SS-25 is eliminated during that time period. If the leak continues longer than 60 
days, the project shall continue until the leak is eliminated. 

The first phase of the project uses contractor-owned equipment available in the District. During 
Phase 1 of the project, there will be four contractor-owned thennal oxidizers, each rated at about 
42 million BTU/Hr, and each capable of burning about 1 MMSCFD of natural gas. There will 
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also be two sets of carbon adsorption systems in service. These contractor-owned packages 
utilize two 10,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas 
stream. All portable thermal oxidizers and carbon adsorption systems will have their own 
blowers. Electricity will be provided by up to two portable diesel internal combustion engine 
driven electric generators . The thermal oxidizers a!'ld carbon adsorption equipment is covered by 
existing District permits for potiable equipment; however, experimental and research permits 
subject to District approval for the installation and contractor use of Phase I equipment are 
needed at this site because the existing portable equipment pennits do not reference the use of 
the equipment at this specific natural-gas storage facility. The portable engine generators are 
registered under the California Air Resources Board Portable Equipment Registration Program. 

The second phase would utilize new equipment owned by SoCalGas and subject to District 
approvals in addition to the carbon bed equipment noted below. Under Phase 2, SoCalGas 
proposes to install a knock-out vessel (V-193), two Lone Star Model MC18-06 electric motor 
driven capture gas blowers, one 5 gallon per minute (gpm) electric slops pump, and six thermal 
oxidizers of 5 MMSCFD each. SoCalGas plans to have the two sets of contractor-owned carbon 
adsorption systems (used in Phase I) in standby for Phase 2. The project will also include two 1 
MW diesel internal combustion engine driven generators (one in use and one on standby) to 
supplement site power for capture gas oxidizers, and two 700 KW diesel internal combustion 
engine driven generators for the capture gas blowers and other lighting and instrumentation. 

Provided below are details on the partial gas capture system. 

Gas Collection 

One collection nozzle will be placed adjacent to the well head in the pathway of the leaking gas. 
This installation will consist of one 36" collection nozzle, that will extend into the depression 
around the well head and will be supported by well head bridge structures. From the collection 
nozzle, the natural gas will be routed to the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad via a 36" 
carbon steel pipe. This piping will be supported by the bridge structure while over the 
depression and will rest at-grade once clear of the depression. From the SS-25 Well pad, the 
natural gas will be routed to the V-193 KO Drum. 

Fluid Removal 

From the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad, the natural gas will be routed down to the road 
connecting well pads SS-9 and SS-29. Since the captured natural gas contains small amounts of 
oil and brine from the reservoir, it will be routed through the V -193 KO Drum for fluid removal 
prior to disposition. The 36" line carrying the collected gas will be split into two lines and enter 
the V -193 KO Drum via a pair of 24" inlet nozzles. The V -193 KO Drum is an existing out of 
service 9' -6" 10 x 20'-0" T-T horizontal vessel that will be re-purposed for this service. This 
vessel will be installed on a new slab foundation to be poured at the edge of the road that 
connects well pads SS-9 and SS-29. 

To enhance the fluid removal capability of this vessel, it will be equipped with a pair of new 
demister pads. The fluids will be removed from V -193 via Slops Pump 25-P-1 to either a 
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vacuum truck or 55-gallon drums. The treated natural gas stream will exit V-193 via the single 
24" outlet nozzle and will be routed to the Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2. 

Capture Gas Blowers 

Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2 will route the natural gas to either the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. These 1 0 MMSCFD blowers take suction from the 
V-193 KO Drum, which operates at slight vacuum, and discharge the natural gas at 5 psig, 
sufficient for use by either the Capture Gas Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. 

The discharge of each blower may be routed to a bank of three Capture Gas Oxidizers via 14" 
carbon steel line, or to Carbon Capture. The discharge of Capture Gas Blower -2 may also be 
routed to the smaller Capture Gas Oxidizers. 

Capture Gas Oxidizers 

The captured gas may be burned using air in the Capture Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-1 AlBIC and 25-
IN-2 AlBIC. The oxidizers are arranged in a bank of three each, with Capture Gas Blower -1 
supplying 25-IN-1 AlBIC, and Capture Gas Blower -2 supplying 25-IN-2 AlBIC. 

Each oxidizer is equipped with a primary combustion air blower and four secondary air blowers . 
All of the air blowers are motor-driven with a total power requirement of 30 kW (480VI3160 
Hz). The oxidizers are equipped with pilots. To protect the system, each Capture Gas Oxidizer 
will have a flame arrestor installed immediately upstream. 

Carbon Capture Packages 

Prior to the arrival of the Capture Gas Oxidizers, odorants may be removed from the collected 
natural gas by passing the gas through the Carbon Capture Packages. These packages utilize two 
I 0,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas stream. 
Collected gas is provided to the packages by a 24" carbon steel line from the Capture Gas 
Blowers. Each package would be equipped with its own vent stack, flame arrestor, and nitrogen 
facilities to allow air-freeing of the unit prior to being placed into operation. The nitrogen would 
also serve as quench gas in the event of a temperature excursion in the carbon bed. 

The Carbon Capture Packages would remain on-site after installation of the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers to allow for odorant removal from the collected natural gas should the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers become unavailable due to atmospheric conditions. 

Test Incinerators 

To test the collection nozzles, the intention is to commission the system utilizing smaller Capture 
Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-3 A-G. These smaller incinerators are rated for 930,000 SCFD each, and 
equipped with capture natural gas blowers and combustion air blowers. These incinerators may 
be used to commission the collection system prior to the installation of the Capture Gas Blowers 
and larger Capture Gas Oxidizers. Up to four of the smaller incinerators may be available for 
use. Under Phase 2, these smaller incinerators would be supplied by a 14'' line from the V-193 
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KO Drum. The smaller incinerators would remain in service from Phase I supplementing the 
larger Capture Gas Oxidizers and taking their feed from Capture Gas Blower 25-BL-2. 

Power Generation 

Power for the Capture Gas Blowers and all of the Capture Gas Oxidizers will be provided by two 
diesel-powered generators in use and two on standby. Currently, these generators are sized to 
provide 700 KW and 1 MW of 480V/3/60 Hz power for the operation of the Capture Gas 
Blowers and Capture Gas Oxidizers, respectively. In addition, a third 700 KW diesel-powered 
generator would be used to provide power to the Carbon Capture Packages. 

Safety Measures 

The collection system is designed to operate above the upper flammability limit of methane (15 
vol% in air). To ensure that the system is operating as intended, redundant oxygen analyzers will 
be placed in the 36" line leaving well pad SS-29 and in the line exiting the V -193 KO Drum. 
The oxygen analyzers will be set to alarm if the oxygen concentration in the collected gas 
reaches 5 vol% (approximately 75 vol% natural gas in air) and to shut down the Capture Gas 
Blowers should the oxygen concentration reach 10 vol% (approximately 50 vol% natural gas in 
air). These set points are chosen to ensure operation far from the gas flammability limits. 

In addition to the safeguards for the collected natural gas, LEL area monitoring will be 
conducted to ensure that the natural gas plume issuing from Well SS-25 is not traveling in the 
direction of well pad SS-29. Although the distance between the well heads is approximately 800 
feet, a series of four LEL detectors will be installed between the well pads to alarm should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 50% of LEL, and to shut down the system should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 80% of LEL. 
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In the Matter of Case No. 137-76 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

INFRARED CAMERA MONITORING 
PROTOCOL FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 1, of the Findings and 

Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 

Respondent (SoCalGas) hereby submits the Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-

25. 

Overview: 

SoCalGas shall install at least one infrared capable camera that will continuously monitor gas 

release conditions at the SS-25 well head. The camera(s) will obtain thennographic imaging 

measurements. 

Approach: 

The camera(s) will capture images on a continuous feed basis. The District Executive Officer or 

his designee will approve the camera model selected by SoCalGas, and approval will not be 

unreasonably withheld. The camera(s) will be set up on a tri-pod to capture thermographic 

images of the SS-25 well area. The camera tripod shall be located approximately 1000-1500 feet 

from the SS-25 well, or such other location as approved by the Executive Officer or his designee 

with input from on-site observations by the District staff. 

There will be a stand-alone network system using 900 MHz Point-to-Point communication link 

from the mounted camera location to a location within the Facility. The 900 MHz modem will 

bridge to the local tri-pod to create a wireless local area network (WLAN). 
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Continuous Monitoring: 

Monitoring will be continuous (24 hours per day/7 days per week) and can be monitored directly 

at the Facility. Recorded data will be downloaded and maintained on a hard drive, with backup. 

The camera(s) will be inspected on a daily basis to ensure proper operation. Camera data shall 

be made available to the District upon request, as specified in the Conditions and Increments of 

Progress, paragraph 1, of the Order. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
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KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Torres, Tomas
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 7:07 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Inside EPA: Calls For Federal Role In California, [Flint] Michigan Could Undercut EPA's 

Critics

FYI you may have seen this. 
 
Tomas Torres 
 
Sent from my iPhone  
 
Begin forwarded message: 

  

Calls For Federal Role In California, Michigan Could Undercut EPA's Critics 

January 20, 2016  

Environmentalists are urging EPA to ramp up oversight of drinking water and 
natural gas drilling operations in response to the ongoing water crisis in Flint, 
MI, and a methane leak from a California drilling site, claiming the incidents 
show the need for strong agency oversight and help to undercut EPA's critics' 
calls to rein in the agency. 

“There's a lot of language in American public life today that problems will 
somehow take care of themselves, but I think it's painfully obvious here that 
we're seeing the long-term impacts of that approach on innocent people,” an 
environmentalist says of the Flint crisis and the ongoing need for an EPA role 
in response activities. 

Meanwhile, a pro-regulation advocate says groups are also preparing class-
action litigation over the massive ongoing leak of the potent greenhouse gas 
(GHG) methane from a gas storage facility in Southern California's Aliso 
Canyon, and citing it to support a push for EPA to strengthen its proposed rule 
governing methane releases from the oil and gas sector. “I don't know what 
citizen suits we'll see that could lead to direct regulatory changes. It may just 
be comments to the agency. But I think it's clear that we need a direct federal 
response. States don't have the resources.” 

The push for stronger EPA oversight in the natural gas and drinking water 
arenas in response to the two incidents follows months where the agency has 
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come under fire for a host of regulations opponents see as burdensome such 
as its power plant GHG rules, as well as other perceived misconduct by the 
agency -- most prominently its Aug. 5 spill of 3 million gallons of contaminated 
wastewater from a Colorado mine during a botched cleanup. 

On the presidential campaign trail, contenders for the GOP nomination have 
frequently promised cuts to the agency and vowed to rein in its authority. For 
example, current front-runner Donald Trump has called EPA “a disgrace,” 
while Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) said in a recent Iowa stump speech that 
“Every single one of those crazy EPA rules . . . are gone on my first day in 
office,” according to a Jan. 18 Detroit News article. 

EPA's Authority 

The pro-regulation advocate says the situations in Flint and Aliso Canyon 
show the candidates opposed to EPA are “detached from reality,” but said 
such attitudes will complicate any attempt to expand EPA's power through 
legislation by polarizing attitudes about EPA and making it hard to move any 
such bills. 

The source notes the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico failed 
to lead to any significant new EPA or other federal agency regulations for 
offshore oil drilling despite calls from advocates for such measures. 

“After Deepwater Horizon, I was absolutely convinced that there would be a 
sweeping Congressional response. Instead, not only was there no new law 
sent to the president's desk, the mantra on Capitol Hill has been that there's 
too many regulations on oil drilling. So we're left with what agencies can do on 
their own. I think this still will expose vulnerabilities that onshore communities 
have, and get people thinking about what can be done,” the source says. 

EPA spokespeople declined to comment on any potential broader impacts 
from federal involvement in the Flint and Aliso Canyon incidents or the idea 
that they incidents could undercut EPA's critics, but said in separate Jan. 20 
statements on the two that the agency will search for ways to help resolve 
each situation. 

“All levels of government--federal, state and local must work together to find 
solutions for the residents of Flint and to ensure this never happens again. 
The agency looks forward to our continued dialogue,” a spokesperson said on 
the Flint crisis. 
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On the Aliso Canyon leak, a spokesperson said EPA Region 9 officials are 
reviewing information submitted by the Southern California Gas Company and 
“will determine the appropriate next steps” when that process is complete. 

Federal Oversight 

Along with calls for stricter oversight by EPA, advocates in Flint are trying to 
force the agency to use its powers more broadly, after federal officials failed to 
act on a petition for federal action that residents submitted in early 2015. EPA 
formed a task force to offer technical assistance to drinking water officials and 
environmental regulators in Flint on Oct. 16, but the environmentalist says the 
agency should have acted much sooner. 

“Our concern is that there was a non-response at the earlier time -- that there 
were serial failures on every level of government here. . . . to get a response, 
it takes a great deal of continued attention. It's what we saw in Flint, where 
citizens, particularly parents, did not take no for an answer,” the 
environmentalist says. 

In Flint, a change in the city's drinking water source caused a spike in lead 
levels, as well as possibly contributing to an outbreak of Legionnaire's 
Disease. Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder (R), who has been a critic of EPA, 
formally requested federal aid for dealing with the situation on Jan. 14, leading 
to Flint's crisis being declared a federal disaster. 

Residents affected by the Flint disaster have already filed two class-action 
lawsuits and on Nov. 16 sent 60-day notice of a planned Safe Drinking Water 
Act citizen suit against the state and EPA that advocates hope will set a 
precedent for earlier and stronger action by the agency against deficient state 
programs. 

And Flint Mayor Karen Weaver (D) said during a press conference at a Jan. 
20 meeting of the U.S. Conference of Mayors in Washington, D.C., that "We 
do need more support, and more resources,” while calling for expanded 
oversight of drinking water utilities in other areas. “I hope that other cities 
around the country take note about what has happened in Flint, start 
monitoring what is going on in your water,” she said. 

In addition to spurring a stronger response to citizen complaints, the 
environmentalist says groups would like EPA to compile and maintain its own 
records of drinking water infrastructure in need of improvement. 

EPA already compiles a survey of infrastructure needs in the sector every four 
years, but that data is based on states' self-assessments and is used to guide 
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distribution of the State Revolving Fund to support capital projects rather than 
to identify potential public health crises. 

“We need to be looking at this as one of the large infrastructure needs in 
America. We need a much more aggressive, active and forward-leaning 
review in terms of where the exposures are in communities beyond Flint,” the 
source says. 

Methane Emissions 

Meanwhile, in response to the Aliso leak, environmentalists have already sent 
comments to EPA asking it to tighten the agency's pending rule on methane 
emissions, which as proposed would update the new source performance 
standards issued for the sector four years ago in order to restrict methane. 

In light of the Aliso Canyon leak the advocates are intensifying calls for EPA to 
strengthen the leak detection and repair requirements in the proposed rule. 
Advocates are pressing for stronger regulations because methane is a GHG 
roughly 80 times as potent as carbon dioxide in terms of its global warming 
impact over a 20-year period and approximately 23 times as potent over a 
100-year period. 

“The Obama administration's proposal for new infrastructure leaves the door 
open for a similar treatment of existing [sources], and I think the Aliso Canyon 
incident ought to jump-start it,” says the advocate tracking the issue. 

However, even a more stringent version of those rules would not directly 
affect Aliso and the more than 400 other such natural gas storage facilities 
nationwide because the agency appears to lack jurisdiction over those 
facilities, instead leaving their regulation to states. Changing that balance of 
power would require legislation, which the advocate says is unlikely given the 
current climate in the divided Congress. 

Separate from the California and Michigan incidents, environmentalists are 
also urging EPA to step up its use of novel power to rescind some states' 
delegated authority to implement federal environmental laws. 

For example, advocates sent a Jan. 11 petition to the agency arguing that it 
must withdraw Texas' delegated authority to issue certain federal Clean Water 
Act and Clean Air Act permits, because recent changes to state laws and a 
lack of adequate state environmental agency funding mean that Texas is in 
“ongoing noncompliance” with federal permitting requirements. -- David 
LaRoss (dlaross@iwpnews.com) 



5

  



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Quast, Sylvia
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 8:14 AM
To: Zito, Kelly
Cc: Blumenfeld, Jared
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA 

Ok by me. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:38 AM, Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

I think 2 pm works for you both. 
Can I confirm and set it up? 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 7:32:34 AM PST 
To: "'Keener, Bill'" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  

Are you guys able to do call with Rep. Knight today at 2PM EST? That is when the 
Congressman will be available today.  
  
Thanks for your help on this matter,  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  

From: Keener, Bill [mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:50 PM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Zito, Kelly 
Subject: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Brandon, following up on our phone call, please let me know the Congressman’s 
schedule and we’d be happy to set up a call to give him the current picture, including 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. I have 
cc’d Kelly Zito, the EPA Region 9 Public Affairs Director (my boss), because she will be in 
the office on Friday, while I am away. Thanks. 
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_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs/Congressional Liaison 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
Keener.bill@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Quast, Sylvia
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:36 PM
To: Zabel, Allan
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement
Attachments: Petition for OA.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
 

From: Johnson, Kathleen  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:37 AM 
To: Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Quast, Sylvia; Zabel, Allan; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy 
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 

 
Please pass along to anyone else involved in Aliso.  South Coast issued an order of abatement for the release late 
yesterday..  I’ll be talking with Mohsen later today about potential follow‐on penalty actions, but it looks like South 
Coast is taking on the immediate problems at the facility. 
 
Kathleen H. Johnson 
Director, Enforcement Division 
U.S. EPA ‐ Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street ENF‐1 
San Francisco, CA 94015 
415/972‐3873 
johnson.kathleen@epa.gov 
 

From: Mohsen Nazemi [mailto:MNazemi1@aqmd.gov]  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:28 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 

 
FYI.  
 
Mohsen Nazemi 
 



1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

2 NICHOLAS A. SANCHEZ, SBN 207998 
SENIOR DEPUTY DISTRICT COUNSEL 

3 Email: nsanchez@aqmd.gov 
21865 Copley Drive 

4 Diamond Bar, California 91765-0940 
TEL: 909.396.3400 • FAX: 909.396.2961 

5 
Attorneys for Petitioner 

6 South Coast Air Quality Management District 

SO UT! ' COAS T .1\ 0HO 
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·15 DEC 10 P4 :26 

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

7 

8 

9 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

10 

11 In the Matter of CASE NO. \':lJ -~ tfl.J, 

12 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, PETITION FOR A CONTESTED ORDER 

13 FOR ABATEMENT 

14 

15 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 

Health and Safety Code § 41700 and 
District Rule 402 

16 ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY, 

17 

18 

19 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Hearing Date: January 9, 2016 
Time: To Be Determined 
Place: To Be Determined 

20 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as 

21 "District" or "Petitioner") petitions the District Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement directed to 

22 Respondent SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as "Respondent" or 

23 "SoCal Gas"). The District alleges as follows: 

24 1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to Health and 

25 Safety Code §40000, et seq., and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

26 responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

27 2. SoCal Gas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural 

28 gas in the Southern California area. SoCal Gas' Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 Tampa 

Southern California Gas Company, Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Facility ID #800128) 
Petition for An Order for Abatement 



1 Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the "Facility"). It is used to store natural gas in underground 

2 reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful. When demand is high and 

3 supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the FacilitY and distributed to customers. 

4 3. California Health and Safety Code ("H&S Code") Section 41700 and District Rule 

5 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other 

6 material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or 

7 to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or 

8 which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

9 4. SoCal Gas ' Facility is located within the District's jurisdiction and subject to the District's 

10 regulations. In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the 

11 "Well"). The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage wells at the 

12 3,600-acre Facility. The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

13 5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

14 has received over 1,400 odor complaints alleging the SoCal Gas ' Facility as the source. 

15 6. The District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent on or about November 5, 

16 2015 requiring SoCal Gas to provide the following information: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 I I I 

a. On what date and how did SoCal Gas first become aware of the natural gas leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site and when each step 

was taken, did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCal Gas to control/eliminate 

odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been to SoCal Gas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) 

for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources 

Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 

or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the release of 

natural gas from the affected injection well site? 

2 
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1 f. SoC a! Gas is hereby required to safely and as soon as possible stop the release of natural 

2 gas resulting from the affected well site and all of its associate appurtenances, so as to 

3 prevent odors from natural gas and mercaptans being released impacting the nearby 

4 communities. A true and correct copy ofNotice to Comply E-26893 is attached hereto 

5 as Exhibit A. 

6 7. The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation ofH&S Code 

7 Section 41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. The District issued Notice ofViolation P62646 

8 to Respondent on or about November 23 , 2015 for violation ofH&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402. A true and correct copy ofNotice of Violation P62646 is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

10 8. The District asserts Notice of Violation P62646 includes violations of SoCal Gas ' creation 

11 of a public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, 

12 and continuing through the present, until SoCal Gas achieves compliance by operating their Facility without 

13 creating a public nuisance. 

14 9. The District alleges that Respondent is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without 

15 being in violation of H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 402. SoCal Gas has been unable to stop 

16 discharging air pollutant releases impacting the nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will take 

17 at least three months to mitigate the situation. 

18 10. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the 

19 nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations. The Order is intended to help reduce 

20 air emissions impacts to the nearby communities and implement adequate steps to remedy the situation. 

21 11. Respondent notified the District on December 3, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2, of 

22 their commencement of drilling a relief well at the Facility on December 4, 2015 . Respondent has informed 

23 the District they intend to drill a second relief well, but is yet to provide the date of drilling. 

24 12. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions 

25 on Respondent's operation of its Facility. The District believes that such conditions will bring Respondent's 

26 operation in compliance with the District ' s rules. 

27 13 . 

28 I I I 

It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations. 

3 
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1 14. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute 

2 a taking of property without due process of law. 

t 

3 15. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 

4 16. It is the District's intention to file Proposed Findings and Decision a few days in advance 

5 of the hearing. 

6 WHEREFORE, the District prays for an Order for Abatement as follows: 

7 1. That this Hearing Board issue an Order for Abatement requiring Respondent to cease and 

8 desist from operating its Facility in a manner which violates H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402, or, in the alternative, to comply with increments of progress and conditions as the Hearing Board deems 

1 0 appropriate. 

11 2. For such other and further relief that this Hearing Board deems just and proper. 

12 Dated: December 10, 2015 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
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Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel 

By: /;;th/t:/? -~~ , :7~~---
Nicholas A. Sanchez Z--~ 
Attorney for Petitioner 
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- ·south Coast Air Quality Management District 
~ 21865 COPLEY OR., P.O. Box 4941, DJAr-10NO BAR, CA 91765-0941 

mtml NOTICE TO COMPLY 
raaHry!lame: 

Sc- Cltl 6v<;; Cc . 
lDCi:Jtl[ffl 4fr.re:;;s Q{y; 

12€01 Ia ~MilO Avr.. JI}Nfl-J t' I J i{ 
Miii.Jing Address, I (ll""t• (J 

I2WI Ja1.4pt1 ltv'$, North h dtte 
ThiS tiOtlCe to Comply IS betng ISSued to. 

0 Request additional information needed to determine compliance with dean air requirements. 
0 Correct a minor viola tion found during an inspection. 

J 

\I I r /15" 
DME OF INSPECTION 

I F;;:l 2~ 
Senor 

vc 
liJr 

tfl 3;;)t 
lJp. 

ql32b 

Failure to respond or take corrective action, or providing false statements in response to this Notice to Comply can lead to issuance of a Notice of Violation 
pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code. The facility cited above is subject to re-inspection at any time to ensure compliance. 

YOU ARE HEREBY DIRECTED TO COMPLY WITH: 

4 

5 

REQUIREMENT .... • - · 

On wl.la.\ d.twk etr\J ho(.{) d..tA. Sc...4t tt1 Cc-f1fbrl.tt t\ &s CD £t..ll 
~e=C:Ciiilt tl W4 rt of fu urlfu..-/ ~ .( £ fe.: t- 0 \:<...!) l r!rd et.f 1kt_ 
A! no c~~;;n A'l..fv..,( ga:. s.fot:~r. s1.iJ . ) 

COHPI:IANO:: 
DUE DATE , . • , 

COMPUAAC~ 
'· 'ACH:tf'JED DATE 

~wt Skpt h.::~rs: bt:e~r ~!Jn in ° !epJc_.:ilu o~dd tutU uyrd<o.~ 
~"'eJ l()ku, et!c4 .rt<r WE4 -h!b."i to a, l:o c,)llKA I ei,twtttth 
..fL. rt' f~e • of M-It ,,tf tl<H rl<fn Cl .. .f.,<l>l.+ -'!!.t_

7 --------t--t----t-- ----1 

WJ!li sp~tGt k;n'liN.,d~tt ~ Ckub a~<J. C:t:rh 
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w)!t~<>l /d 1"'',~ ... J., otk,, .r ... "<a 11.. "J'Adni ~~Jo<tt ~~J"t±rn!L.....S~.--1--+---+-------l 
~ kc:c.:.-b'.lid.d,;)i!IS l•urr bt.:t1 ;v. ,l,f,~ ~ SociituvJ CO!rlt,n•u <$.. U: 

~L.i,J, pa dJ Cotd,...ctor\s) ;"' tc;llrCb ~t: . Hu .,tl. lt' wMtfvn~ pfM{s,) 
-ft.• .'JdLt t:;, ~,,k lltt •i illll<.., ..,!.l,l -. .S<l"'tJI1til., 

W'ld~ Hfni411Y.Jii1 <.Lt-borh htt<t !..>HI d MAcE. I ~~-·~Ot ana crff..; ... 
kQ"-lq·\or4 a~ld..:t .,,:t r11 . kq~rtb ±o c.,..d_.dl l!'!d /rill.¥•l".t t..J 1/., l~I(«H' 
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Instructions: 

• For each minor viola t ion citP.d above, compliance shall be ach ieved by the compl iance deadline specitied for t hat particular vtolation. 

• Within 5 working days ot ach ieving compliance for each respective vlolatton, t he OWt)eri responstble oiflcer or the c>ted racilny must cornpiete and rewm i! signed 
copy ot th1s Notice t o Compl to tne South Coast Atr Qual•ty Management District at the adare5s l1StN above. 

• Please copy a no return this Notice to Comply as many t im as necessary to prov>de the required mformat ion. On each copy. •ndude he date on which cornp{ :ance 
was achieved. Dat~, sign, and send all completed copies to the attention of the inspector named above . 

I hereby cer tify that the fac ility cited in th is Notice to Comply has ach ieved compliance with the re qu irements lis ted above. 

NAN£ OF OWNCI?!RfSPONSJBLE. OFFICIAL TITLE SIGNATURE DATE 

NOTICE#: 26893 Ft L£ COPY I 11/m.>i 1'.-\C/UTV COt>Y ((;I)/d) I.V.'l'l£c.T OR COI'Y ( 1\'hiteJ 
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South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 COPLEY DRIVE, DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765-4178 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIO .. N __ __ ... . -· ..... -
DATE OF V/Ot.ATION 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CITED FOR ONE OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF THE SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT (SCAQMD) RULES, STATE LAW OR FEDERAL LAW. IF PROVEN, SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY RESULT IN THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL OR 
CRIMINAL PENAL TlES, 

EACH DAY A VIOLATION OCCURS MAY BE HANDLED AS A St;PARATE OFFENSE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT ADDITIONAL NOTICES OF 
VIOLATION ARE ISSUED. . 

DESCRIPTION OF VIOLATIONS 
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0CFR. 
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0CCR 

0CFR 

0SCAOMD 

S 0 CH&SC 

0CCR 

0CFR 

Code Secilon 
or. Rule No. 

YoJ. 
L} \1Q.) 

SCAOMD Permit to 
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Regl~trallol') No, 
(U Applicable) • 

--((;\')) 

"J.~-Il 
ruo: Emd: 

D~scrlpllon of VIolation 

1'11e 

l\-:23.-15 
\) \ f C. L.:t C.S '( o-f' 

E-nL-~,Col"lf>~ -+o-\. 5v's ) \ ;sr oe. )@ aqmd.gov 

'Key to Authority Abbravtatlons: Method or Service: 

SCJ\QMD - S9ulh· Coast />Jr Quality Management Dbtrict CH&SC - Ca!Womla Health and Safety Code 
CCR - Csllfqmla Code of RegulaUons CFR - Code of Federal Regulations ~In Person 0 Certified Mall 
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1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

2 NICHOLAS A. SANCHEZ, SBN 207998 
SENIOR DEPUTY DISTRICT COUNSEL 

3 Email: nsanchez@aqmd.gov 
21865 Copley Drive 

4 Diamond Bar, California 91765-0940 
TEL: 909.396.3400 • FAX: 909.396.2961 

5 
Attorneys for Petitioner 

6 South Coast Air Quality Management District 

SO UT! ' COAS T .1\ 0HO 
c L E R •·. Y - ·; .:: R o /, r-, L ~, 

·15 DEC 10 P4 :26 

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

7 

8 

9 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

10 

11 In the Matter of CASE NO. \':lJ -~ tfl.J, 

12 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, PETITION FOR A CONTESTED ORDER 

13 FOR ABATEMENT 

14 

15 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 

Health and Safety Code § 41700 and 
District Rule 402 

16 ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY, 

17 

18 

19 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Hearing Date: January 9, 2016 
Time: To Be Determined 
Place: To Be Determined 

20 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as 

21 "District" or "Petitioner") petitions the District Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement directed to 

22 Respondent SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as "Respondent" or 

23 "SoCal Gas"). The District alleges as follows: 

24 1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to Health and 

25 Safety Code §40000, et seq., and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

26 responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

27 2. SoCal Gas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural 

28 gas in the Southern California area. SoCal Gas' Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 Tampa 
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1 Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the "Facility"). It is used to store natural gas in underground 

2 reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful. When demand is high and 

3 supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the FacilitY and distributed to customers. 

4 3. California Health and Safety Code ("H&S Code") Section 41700 and District Rule 

5 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other 

6 material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or 

7 to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or 

8 which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

9 4. SoCal Gas ' Facility is located within the District's jurisdiction and subject to the District's 

10 regulations. In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the 

11 "Well"). The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage wells at the 

12 3,600-acre Facility. The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

13 5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

14 has received over 1,400 odor complaints alleging the SoCal Gas ' Facility as the source. 

15 6. The District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent on or about November 5, 

16 2015 requiring SoCal Gas to provide the following information: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 I I I 

a. On what date and how did SoCal Gas first become aware of the natural gas leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site and when each step 

was taken, did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCal Gas to control/eliminate 

odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been to SoCal Gas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) 

for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources 

Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 

or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the release of 

natural gas from the affected injection well site? 

2 
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1 f. SoC a! Gas is hereby required to safely and as soon as possible stop the release of natural 

2 gas resulting from the affected well site and all of its associate appurtenances, so as to 

3 prevent odors from natural gas and mercaptans being released impacting the nearby 

4 communities. A true and correct copy ofNotice to Comply E-26893 is attached hereto 

5 as Exhibit A. 

6 7. The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation ofH&S Code 

7 Section 41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. The District issued Notice ofViolation P62646 

8 to Respondent on or about November 23 , 2015 for violation ofH&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402. A true and correct copy ofNotice of Violation P62646 is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

10 8. The District asserts Notice of Violation P62646 includes violations of SoCal Gas ' creation 

11 of a public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, 

12 and continuing through the present, until SoCal Gas achieves compliance by operating their Facility without 

13 creating a public nuisance. 

14 9. The District alleges that Respondent is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without 

15 being in violation of H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 402. SoCal Gas has been unable to stop 

16 discharging air pollutant releases impacting the nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will take 

17 at least three months to mitigate the situation. 

18 10. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the 

19 nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations. The Order is intended to help reduce 

20 air emissions impacts to the nearby communities and implement adequate steps to remedy the situation. 

21 11. Respondent notified the District on December 3, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2, of 

22 their commencement of drilling a relief well at the Facility on December 4, 2015 . Respondent has informed 

23 the District they intend to drill a second relief well, but is yet to provide the date of drilling. 

24 12. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions 

25 on Respondent's operation of its Facility. The District believes that such conditions will bring Respondent's 

26 operation in compliance with the District ' s rules. 

27 13 . 

28 I I I 

It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations. 

3 
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1 14. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute 

2 a taking of property without due process of law. 

t 

3 15. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 

4 16. It is the District's intention to file Proposed Findings and Decision a few days in advance 

5 of the hearing. 

6 WHEREFORE, the District prays for an Order for Abatement as follows: 

7 1. That this Hearing Board issue an Order for Abatement requiring Respondent to cease and 

8 desist from operating its Facility in a manner which violates H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402, or, in the alternative, to comply with increments of progress and conditions as the Hearing Board deems 

1 0 appropriate. 

11 2. For such other and further relief that this Hearing Board deems just and proper. 

12 Dated: December 10, 2015 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
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Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel 

By: /;;th/t:/? -~~ , :7~~---
Nicholas A. Sanchez Z--~ 
Attorney for Petitioner 
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- ·south Coast Air Quality Management District 
~ 21865 COPLEY OR., P.O. Box 4941, DJAr-10NO BAR, CA 91765-0941 

mtml NOTICE TO COMPLY 
raaHry!lame: 

Sc- Cltl 6v<;; Cc . 
lDCi:Jtl[ffl 4fr.re:;;s Q{y; 

12€01 Ia ~MilO Avr.. JI}Nfl-J t' I J i{ 
Miii.Jing Address, I (ll""t• (J 

I2WI Ja1.4pt1 ltv'$, North h dtte 
ThiS tiOtlCe to Comply IS betng ISSued to. 

0 Request additional information needed to determine compliance with dean air requirements. 
0 Correct a minor viola tion found during an inspection. 

J 

\I I r /15" 
DME OF INSPECTION 

I F;;:l 2~ 
Senor 

vc 
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tfl 3;;)t 
lJp. 

ql32b 

Failure to respond or take corrective action, or providing false statements in response to this Notice to Comply can lead to issuance of a Notice of Violation 
pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code. The facility cited above is subject to re-inspection at any time to ensure compliance. 

YOU ARE HEREBY DIRECTED TO COMPLY WITH: 

4 

5 

REQUIREMENT .... • - · 

On wl.la.\ d.twk etr\J ho(.{) d..tA. Sc...4t tt1 Cc-f1fbrl.tt t\ &s CD £t..ll 
~e=C:Ciiilt tl W4 rt of fu urlfu..-/ ~ .( £ fe.: t- 0 \:<...!) l r!rd et.f 1kt_ 
A! no c~~;;n A'l..fv..,( ga:. s.fot:~r. s1.iJ . ) 

COHPI:IANO:: 
DUE DATE , . • , 

COMPUAAC~ 
'· 'ACH:tf'JED DATE 

~wt Skpt h.::~rs: bt:e~r ~!Jn in ° !epJc_.:ilu o~dd tutU uyrd<o.~ 
~"'eJ l()ku, et!c4 .rt<r WE4 -h!b."i to a, l:o c,)llKA I ei,twtttth 
..fL. rt' f~e • of M-It ,,tf tl<H rl<fn Cl .. .f.,<l>l.+ -'!!.t_
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WJ!li sp~tGt k;n'liN.,d~tt ~ Ckub a~<J. C:t:rh 
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Instructions: 

• For each minor viola t ion citP.d above, compliance shall be ach ieved by the compl iance deadline specitied for t hat particular vtolation. 

• Within 5 working days ot ach ieving compliance for each respective vlolatton, t he OWt)eri responstble oiflcer or the c>ted racilny must cornpiete and rewm i! signed 
copy ot th1s Notice t o Compl to tne South Coast Atr Qual•ty Management District at the adare5s l1StN above. 

• Please copy a no return this Notice to Comply as many t im as necessary to prov>de the required mformat ion. On each copy. •ndude he date on which cornp{ :ance 
was achieved. Dat~, sign, and send all completed copies to the attention of the inspector named above . 

I hereby cer tify that the fac ility cited in th is Notice to Comply has ach ieved compliance with the re qu irements lis ted above. 
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South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 COPLEY DRIVE, DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765-4178 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Richman, Lance; Moore, Letitia; 

Minor, Dustin; Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David; Quast, Sylvia; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
Attachments: Clean-SoCal Gas - Alison Canyon - Proposed Findings and Decision-4.docx; 

ATT00001.htm; Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00002.htm; Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; mjc aliso canyon lafevers declaration FINAL(4380725_1_LA)(2).pdf; 
ATT00004.htm

FYI, 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mohsen Nazemi" <MNazemi1@aqmd.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

Hi Kay.  Attached please find the proposed Findings and Decisions, as well as the two Exhibits we have 
filed along with the Proposed Findings and Decisions.  In addition attached is the SoCalGas 
Company’srepresentative declaration for your information.  Thanks. 
  
Mohsen Nazemi, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Engineering & Compliance Office 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Phone No. (909)396-2662 
Fax No.      (909)396-3895 
mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 
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6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lesourd, Nicola <nicola.lesourd@fema.dhs.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 5:22 AM
To: Richman, Lance
Subject: FW: FEMA RIX SPOT REPORT Natural Gas Leak at SOCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Storage 

Facility (Porter Ranch, Los Angeles County, California)
Attachments: removed.txt

Good morning Lance, 
 
IS R9 monitoring this at all? Saw the following media monitoring items; wondering if you will get some calls? 
 
Location(s): Los Angeles, California 

 As a step toward receiving outside government assistance in dealing with a massive natural gas leak above 
Porter Ranch, Los Angeles County will proclaim a local state of emergency, a county official said Wednesday  

o "This action will ask for state and federal assistance to provide for our residents in the Porter Ranch area 
with additional air monitoring and help with efforts to cap the well," the official said 

 The leak from a well in a Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) storage facility north of Porter Ranch was 
first reported Oct. 23  

o Since then, residents downwind have complained of a recurring strong odor, and many have reported 
becoming ill with headaches, nausea and respiratory symptoms 

o Growing numbers of Porter Ranch households are taking up SoCalGas' offer to relocate them until the 
leak is stopped  

 So far, 1,143 have been moved into temporary housing, and another 1,379 are in process 
o Efforts to stop the leak have so far proven unsuccessful 

 Crews working for SoCalGas began the difficult and time‐consuming task last Friday of drilling a "relief" well to 
access the leaking well and stop the release of gas  

o The drilling operation is now going "24/7," but completion could still take as long as three to four 
months, said a SoCalGas company official on Wednesday 

 
Have a happy holiday if I don’t see you. I don’t think I will be able to get down to the RRT meeting in SB. If things change 
I will let you know. 
 
v/r, 
Nick 
 

From: Lesourd, Nicola On Behalf Of FEMA‐R9Watchofficer 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 5:13 AM 
To: R9 SpotRep 
Subject: FEMA RIX SPOT REPORT Natural Gas Leak at SOCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Porter Ranch, Los Angeles 
County, California) 

 
FEMA REGION IX SPOT REPORT 

2015-204 
10 December 2015 0500 PST 

 
Incident: Natural Gas Leak at SOCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 
 
Location: Porter Ranch, California (Los Angeles County) 
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Description: On October 23, 2015 SOCAL Gas crews discovered a leak at one of the natural gas 
storage wells at the Aliso Canyon storage field. SOCAL Gas is drilling a relief well to stop the leak; a 
method which is reported to be a lengthy process. SOCAL Gas is working closely with the L.A. City 
and County Fire Departments and Hazmat Departments, the L.A. County Department of Health, the 
California Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources, and the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District. SOCAL Gas reports that the well is located in an isolated, mountain area more 
than a mile away from and more than1,200 feet higher than the closest home or public area. 
 
Summary 
 
1.       Incident Impacts: SOCAL Gas reports receiving more than 2,000 requests for relocation and 

has already found temporary accommodations for more than 700 households. The   
        California Air Resources Board recently reported that the leak is releasing 
roughly 50,000 kilograms of methane per hour. (source: LA Times)    

 

Life and Safety: Daily complaints are being received by the LA County Department of Public 
Health from neighboring Porter Ranch residents regarding strong odors from the Aliso   Canyon 
Site. LA County Department of Public Health reports that these exposures do not constitute an 
immediate danger to life, and permanent or long-term health effects are not expected. SOCAL 
Gas is conducting air sampling at various locations around the facility and neighborhoods in the 
surrounding area.  

 
          Utilities: There are no reports of impacts to natural gas service in the area. 

 
          Shelter Summary: No shelters have been opened. 
 
2.       Potential Federal Involvement:  Region IX will continue to monitor and provide information as 

it becomes available.  
 

3.       State and Local Response:  
 L.A. City and County Fire Departments and Hazmat Departments, the L.A. County Department 

of Health, the California Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources, and the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District are working closely with SOCAL Gas. 

 CAL OES is monitoring the situation and reports there are no unmet needs or requests for 
state assistance. 

 LA County EOC is not activated. 
 

General Location of the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility: 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
Data Extractor Tool Quick Summary for Porter Ranch area: 
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SOCAL Gas Air Sampling Map: 
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R IX Watch Officer 
Phone: 888-R09-FEMA (888-709-3362)   
E-mail: FEMA-R9WatchOfficer@fema.dhs.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Richman, Lance
Sent: Sunday, January 17, 2016 3:24 PM
To: Franklin, Richard
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
Attachments: Clean-SoCal Gas - Alison Canyon - Proposed Findings and Decision-4.docx; 

ATT00001.htm; Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00002.htm; Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; mjc aliso canyon lafevers declaration FINAL(4380725_1_LA)(2).pdf; 
ATT00004.htm

FYI 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Richman, 
Lance" <Richman.Lance@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, 
Dustin" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Chew, Andrew" <Chew.Andrew@epa.gov>, "Basinger, 
David" <Basinger.David@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

FYI, 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Mohsen Nazemi" <MNazemi1@aqmd.gov<mailto:MNazemi1@aqmd.gov>> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov<mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>> 
Subject: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
 
Hi Kay.  Attached please find the proposed Findings and Decisions, as well as the two Exhibits 
we have filed along with the Proposed Findings and Decisions.  In addition attached is the 
SoCalGas Company’srepresentative declaration for your information.  Thanks. 
 
Mohsen Nazemi, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Engineering & Compliance Office 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Phone No. (909)396-2662 
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Fax No.      (909)396-3895 
mnazemi1@aqmd.gov<mailto:mnazemi1@aqmd.gov> 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 
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6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 
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SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In tbe Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

PROPOSED PARTIAL NATURAL GAS 
CAPTURE SYSTEM PLAN FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Findings and 
Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 
Respondent (SoCa!Gas) hereby submits the Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan 
for Well SS-25. Installation of the equipment described below and operation of the equipment 
according to the provisions set out below constitutes the "Plan" as set forth in the Conditions and 
Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Order. 

To mitigate the potential effects of the SS-25 Incident leak, a partial natural gas capture system 
rated at 20 million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD) of leaking gas has been proposed for 
installation at the facility. Installation and operation of the proposed capture system, including 
any potential increases in gas capture above 20 million MMSCFD, is dependent upon site safety 
and feasibility considerations. 

Equipment has been designed with the goal of capturing a portion of the natural gas, removing 
the entrained fluids in the natural gas stream, and then sending the captured natural gas either to 
thermal oxidizers to bum the gas or a carbon adsorption system to remove the odorant from the 
gas. Since the proposed new temporary equipment is subject to permit approvals by the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (District), implementation of the plan consists of two 
phases. The total duration of the proposed two-phase project is anticipated to be 60 days if the 
leak at Well SS-25 is eliminated during that time period. If the leak continues longer than 60 
days, the project shall continue until the leak is eliminated. 

The first phase of the project uses contractor-owned equipment available in the District. During 
Phase 1 of the project, there will be four contractor-owned thennal oxidizers, each rated at about 
42 million BTU/Hr, and each capable of burning about 1 MMSCFD of natural gas. There will 

1 

lA\4382757.1 



also be two sets of carbon adsorption systems in service. These contractor-owned packages 
utilize two 10,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas 
stream. All portable thermal oxidizers and carbon adsorption systems will have their own 
blowers. Electricity will be provided by up to two portable diesel internal combustion engine 
driven electric generators . The thermal oxidizers a!'ld carbon adsorption equipment is covered by 
existing District permits for potiable equipment; however, experimental and research permits 
subject to District approval for the installation and contractor use of Phase I equipment are 
needed at this site because the existing portable equipment pennits do not reference the use of 
the equipment at this specific natural-gas storage facility. The portable engine generators are 
registered under the California Air Resources Board Portable Equipment Registration Program. 

The second phase would utilize new equipment owned by SoCalGas and subject to District 
approvals in addition to the carbon bed equipment noted below. Under Phase 2, SoCalGas 
proposes to install a knock-out vessel (V-193), two Lone Star Model MC18-06 electric motor 
driven capture gas blowers, one 5 gallon per minute (gpm) electric slops pump, and six thermal 
oxidizers of 5 MMSCFD each. SoCalGas plans to have the two sets of contractor-owned carbon 
adsorption systems (used in Phase I) in standby for Phase 2. The project will also include two 1 
MW diesel internal combustion engine driven generators (one in use and one on standby) to 
supplement site power for capture gas oxidizers, and two 700 KW diesel internal combustion 
engine driven generators for the capture gas blowers and other lighting and instrumentation. 

Provided below are details on the partial gas capture system. 

Gas Collection 

One collection nozzle will be placed adjacent to the well head in the pathway of the leaking gas. 
This installation will consist of one 36" collection nozzle, that will extend into the depression 
around the well head and will be supported by well head bridge structures. From the collection 
nozzle, the natural gas will be routed to the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad via a 36" 
carbon steel pipe. This piping will be supported by the bridge structure while over the 
depression and will rest at-grade once clear of the depression. From the SS-25 Well pad, the 
natural gas will be routed to the V-193 KO Drum. 

Fluid Removal 

From the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad, the natural gas will be routed down to the road 
connecting well pads SS-9 and SS-29. Since the captured natural gas contains small amounts of 
oil and brine from the reservoir, it will be routed through the V -193 KO Drum for fluid removal 
prior to disposition. The 36" line carrying the collected gas will be split into two lines and enter 
the V -193 KO Drum via a pair of 24" inlet nozzles. The V -193 KO Drum is an existing out of 
service 9' -6" 10 x 20'-0" T-T horizontal vessel that will be re-purposed for this service. This 
vessel will be installed on a new slab foundation to be poured at the edge of the road that 
connects well pads SS-9 and SS-29. 

To enhance the fluid removal capability of this vessel, it will be equipped with a pair of new 
demister pads. The fluids will be removed from V -193 via Slops Pump 25-P-1 to either a 
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vacuum truck or 55-gallon drums. The treated natural gas stream will exit V-193 via the single 
24" outlet nozzle and will be routed to the Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2. 

Capture Gas Blowers 

Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2 will route the natural gas to either the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. These 1 0 MMSCFD blowers take suction from the 
V-193 KO Drum, which operates at slight vacuum, and discharge the natural gas at 5 psig, 
sufficient for use by either the Capture Gas Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. 

The discharge of each blower may be routed to a bank of three Capture Gas Oxidizers via 14" 
carbon steel line, or to Carbon Capture. The discharge of Capture Gas Blower -2 may also be 
routed to the smaller Capture Gas Oxidizers. 

Capture Gas Oxidizers 

The captured gas may be burned using air in the Capture Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-1 AlBIC and 25-
IN-2 AlBIC. The oxidizers are arranged in a bank of three each, with Capture Gas Blower -1 
supplying 25-IN-1 AlBIC, and Capture Gas Blower -2 supplying 25-IN-2 AlBIC. 

Each oxidizer is equipped with a primary combustion air blower and four secondary air blowers . 
All of the air blowers are motor-driven with a total power requirement of 30 kW (480VI3160 
Hz). The oxidizers are equipped with pilots. To protect the system, each Capture Gas Oxidizer 
will have a flame arrestor installed immediately upstream. 

Carbon Capture Packages 

Prior to the arrival of the Capture Gas Oxidizers, odorants may be removed from the collected 
natural gas by passing the gas through the Carbon Capture Packages. These packages utilize two 
I 0,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas stream. 
Collected gas is provided to the packages by a 24" carbon steel line from the Capture Gas 
Blowers. Each package would be equipped with its own vent stack, flame arrestor, and nitrogen 
facilities to allow air-freeing of the unit prior to being placed into operation. The nitrogen would 
also serve as quench gas in the event of a temperature excursion in the carbon bed. 

The Carbon Capture Packages would remain on-site after installation of the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers to allow for odorant removal from the collected natural gas should the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers become unavailable due to atmospheric conditions. 

Test Incinerators 

To test the collection nozzles, the intention is to commission the system utilizing smaller Capture 
Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-3 A-G. These smaller incinerators are rated for 930,000 SCFD each, and 
equipped with capture natural gas blowers and combustion air blowers. These incinerators may 
be used to commission the collection system prior to the installation of the Capture Gas Blowers 
and larger Capture Gas Oxidizers. Up to four of the smaller incinerators may be available for 
use. Under Phase 2, these smaller incinerators would be supplied by a 14'' line from the V-193 
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KO Drum. The smaller incinerators would remain in service from Phase I supplementing the 
larger Capture Gas Oxidizers and taking their feed from Capture Gas Blower 25-BL-2. 

Power Generation 

Power for the Capture Gas Blowers and all of the Capture Gas Oxidizers will be provided by two 
diesel-powered generators in use and two on standby. Currently, these generators are sized to 
provide 700 KW and 1 MW of 480V/3/60 Hz power for the operation of the Capture Gas 
Blowers and Capture Gas Oxidizers, respectively. In addition, a third 700 KW diesel-powered 
generator would be used to provide power to the Carbon Capture Packages. 

Safety Measures 

The collection system is designed to operate above the upper flammability limit of methane (15 
vol% in air). To ensure that the system is operating as intended, redundant oxygen analyzers will 
be placed in the 36" line leaving well pad SS-29 and in the line exiting the V -193 KO Drum. 
The oxygen analyzers will be set to alarm if the oxygen concentration in the collected gas 
reaches 5 vol% (approximately 75 vol% natural gas in air) and to shut down the Capture Gas 
Blowers should the oxygen concentration reach 10 vol% (approximately 50 vol% natural gas in 
air). These set points are chosen to ensure operation far from the gas flammability limits. 

In addition to the safeguards for the collected natural gas, LEL area monitoring will be 
conducted to ensure that the natural gas plume issuing from Well SS-25 is not traveling in the 
direction of well pad SS-29. Although the distance between the well heads is approximately 800 
feet, a series of four LEL detectors will be installed between the well pads to alarm should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 50% of LEL, and to shut down the system should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 80% of LEL. 
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In the Matter of Case No. 137-76 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

INFRARED CAMERA MONITORING 
PROTOCOL FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 1, of the Findings and 

Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 

Respondent (SoCalGas) hereby submits the Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-

25. 

Overview: 

SoCalGas shall install at least one infrared capable camera that will continuously monitor gas 

release conditions at the SS-25 well head. The camera(s) will obtain thennographic imaging 

measurements. 

Approach: 

The camera(s) will capture images on a continuous feed basis. The District Executive Officer or 

his designee will approve the camera model selected by SoCalGas, and approval will not be 

unreasonably withheld. The camera(s) will be set up on a tri-pod to capture thermographic 

images of the SS-25 well area. The camera tripod shall be located approximately 1000-1500 feet 

from the SS-25 well, or such other location as approved by the Executive Officer or his designee 

with input from on-site observations by the District staff. 

There will be a stand-alone network system using 900 MHz Point-to-Point communication link 

from the mounted camera location to a location within the Facility. The 900 MHz modem will 

bridge to the local tri-pod to create a wireless local area network (WLAN). 
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Continuous Monitoring: 

Monitoring will be continuous (24 hours per day/7 days per week) and can be monitored directly 

at the Facility. Recorded data will be downloaded and maintained on a hard drive, with backup. 

The camera(s) will be inspected on a daily basis to ensure proper operation. Camera data shall 

be made available to the District upon request, as specified in the Conditions and Increments of 

Progress, paragraph 1, of the Order. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

Subject: Regional Response Team 9 Incident Specific Call - Aliso Canyon, SoCalGas release
Location: in SF, Rm  16323, Call in number: 877-620-0743, pass code 620 0743

Start: Thu 1/7/2016 3:00 PM
End: Thu 1/7/2016 4:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Richman, Lance
Required Attendees: Thomas.Finch@dot.gov; Meer, Daniel; earl.whitley@dot.gov; 

Sam.Brinker@nnsa.doe.gov; sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov; Franklin, Richard; Woytak, 
John; FEMA-R9WatchOfficer@fema.dhs.gov; trevor.anderson@caloes.ca.gov;

Optional Attendees: Lawrence, Kathryn; Cynthia.Ishikawa@dot.gov; Nicolas.Cruz@dot.gov

F Y I :  P r o v i d i n g  s o m e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  c a l l  t o m o r r o w .  

 

L a n c e  

 

 

E f f e c t i v e  6 J a n 2 0 1 6  G o v e r n o r  E d m u n d  G .  B r o w n  J r .  i s s u e d  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t h a t  d e c l a r e s  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  a n  e m e r g e n c y  a n d  d e t a i l s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  s t o p  t h e  l e a k .  T h e  
o r d e r  a l s o  d i r e c t s  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y ,  e n s u r e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  
s t r e n g t h e n  o v e r s i g h t  o f  g a s  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

 

http: / /www.caloes.ca.gov/ ICESite/Pages/Al iso-Canyon.aspx 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional  Response Team 9 
Al iso Canyon,  SoCalGas Release 
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Call  in number:  877-620-0743,  pass code 620 0743# 
 

Agenda 
Thursday ,  January  7 t h  2016  @ 1500hrs  PST.  

 

 

 

I n t r oduc t i ons /Ro l l  Ca l l  
 
 
Mee t i ng  Ob jec t i ves  (Dan  Mee r ,  and  o the rs )  
 
 
B r i e f  on  I nc i den t  &  Cu r ren t  Response  (Dan  Mee r )  
 
 
Techn i ca l  I s sues ,  e .g . ,  i n t e r cep t  we l l s ,  o i l -m i s t  r educ t i on  f ence ,  so i l -me thane  
ex t r ac t i on  p roposa l ,  Me rcap tans  ( co r ros i on? ) * ,  e t c .  (A l l )  
 
 
Fede ra l  Regu la to r y  Au tho r i t i e s  Ge rma ine  t o  t h i s  I nc i den t  (A l l )    
 
 
Fo l l ow -up  Ac t i ons  &  Schedu le  add i t i ona l  mee t i ngs  i f  needed  (Lance  R i chman )  
 
 
Ad jou rn  
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Invitees 
 
Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  
 
 
Jack Whitley 
USDOT/PHMSA 
3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 
Ontario CA 91761 
(o)909-937-7228 
(c)909-222-9546 
earl.whitley@dot.gov 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 
Preparedness and Prevention Section 
415.972.3099(O) 
 
Lance Richman 
Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
Richman.lance@epa.gov 
 
Richard Franklin 
FOSC 
USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  
Portland, OR 97205 
Office: 503.326.2917 
Cell: 503.475.4178 
Franklin.richard@epa.gov 
 
 
Sam Brinker 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 
Phone: 9254220710 
Cell:  925-628-9120 
Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 
 
Sarah Hartson 
Regional Response Coordinator for Region 7 Radiological Assistance Program 
Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration 
Phone: 925.423.3250 
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Cell:  925.667.8102 
Sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov 
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Regional  Response Team 9 

Al iso Canyon, SoCalGas Release 
 

Cal l  in number: 877-620-0743,  pass code 620 0743# 
 

Agenda 
Thursday ,  Janua ry  7 t h  2016  @ 1500h rs  PST.  

 

 

 

I n t r od uc t i ons / Ro l l  Ca l l  
 
 
Me e t ing  Ob je c t i ve s  ( Da n  Mee r ,  an d  o th e rs )  
 
 
B r ie f  on  I n c id en t  &  Cur r en t  Re sp ons e  ( Da n  Me er )  
 
 
Tec hn ic a l  I ss ue s ,  e .g . ,  i n t e r ce p t  we l l s ,  o i l -m is t  r ed uc t io n  f enc e ,  s o i l -
me t ha ne  e x t r ac t io n  p r op os a l ,  Merc ap ta ns  ( co r r os io n?) * ,  e t c .  (A l l )  
 
 
Fed era l  Reg u la to r y  Au t ho r i t i e s  Germa in e  t o  t h i s  I n c id en t  ( A l l )    
 
 
Fo l lo w-u p  Ac t io ns  &  Sch ed u le  a dd i t i on a l  me e t i ng s  i f  need ed  ( La nc e  
R i chm an)  
 
 
Ad jo u rn  
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Invitees 
 
Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  
 
 
Jack Whitley 
USDOT/PHMSA 
3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 
Ontario CA 91761 
(o)909-937-7228 
(c)909-222-9546 
earl.whitley@dot.gov 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 
Preparedness and Prevention Section 
415.972.3099(O) 
 
Lance Richman 
Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
Richman.lance@epa.gov 
 
Richard Franklin 
FOSC 
USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  
Portland, OR 97205 
Office: 503.326.2917 
Cell: 503.475.4178 
Franklin.richard@epa.gov 
 
 
Sam Brinker 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 
Phone: 9254220710 
Cell:  925-628-9120 
Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 
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Sarah Hartson 
Regional Response Coordinator for Region 7 Radiological Assistance Program 
Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration 
Phone: 925.423.3250 
Cell:  925.667.8102 
Sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov 
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 
Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
801 K Street, MS 24-03 
Sacramento, California 95814-3530 
Telephone (916) 323-6733 
Facsimile (916) 445-9916 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

SECOND EMERGENCY ORDER TO 
PROVIDE DATA AND TAKE SPECIFIED ACTIONS 

RE: 
ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10] 

 
Emergency Order No. 1106 

December 10, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Kenneth A. Harris Jr. 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

Under the authority of the Public Resources Code (PRC), the State Oil and Gas 

Supervisor (Supervisor) may order tests and remedial work concerning oil field operations 

which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural 

resources.  (See PRC §§ 3106 and 3224.)  Further, the Supervisor is to ensure that “no damage 

occurs to the environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas 

storage facilities.  (PRC § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor may request from the operator 

any data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects.  (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator must maintain 

those data and make them available to Division personnel to show, among other things, that no 

damage to life, health, property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  (Cal. 

Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.10, subd. (h).)  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may 

order or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or 

natural resources.”  (PRC § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Regulations section 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in Division files, discussions with Operator, and Division site visits, the 

Supervisor determined that there is an  uncontrolled flow of fluids (see Regulations 

section 1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, API no. 037-00776 (“SS 25”) and a waste of 

gas in the Field, which Operator is and has been addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the 

upset have included ongoing tests and remedial work.  The efforts have not yet remedied the 

1 The Operator Code for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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uncontrolled flow of fluids or stopped the waste of gas.  Finding that an emergency exists, and 

in order to protect life, health, property, and natural resources, the Supervisor needs immediate 

access to data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and current and future 

remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 

3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions 

(a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide the data and take the 

actions identified below. 

 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to include “any well drilled for the 

purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery, repressuring or pressure 

maintenance of oil or gas reservoirs, or disposing of waste fluids from an oil or gas filed; [and] 

any well used to inject or withdraw gas from an underground storage facility[.]” 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 
3 

Emergency Order No. 1106; Provide Data and Take Specified Actions Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 

 



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources … [and] loss of oil, gas, or 

reservoir energy[.]” 

PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states: “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 3225, 

or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order or 

undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air shall be 

prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states that “[t]he supervisor is required to maintain surveillance over 

[underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not lost, that drilling 

of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the environment by reason of 

injection and withdrawal of gas.” 

Regulations section 1724 specifies the types of well records that an operator must 

maintain and includes “[s]uch other information as the Supervisor may require for the 

performance of his or her statutory duties.” 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

“[a]dditional data requirements or modifications [as] necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects.” 

SoCal Gas’s Aliso Canyon gas storage project approval letter (dated April 18, 1989, 

revised July 26, 1989) conditions 10 and 11, among others, require SoCal Gas to provide the 

Division, upon its request, with data that it deems necessary to monitor the injection project 

operations and to notify the Division and obtain its approval before making any changes to the 

project that would alter the conditions that were originally approved in the letter. 

 

IV. Reasons Why the Actions and Provision of Data Ordered Are Pertinent and 

Necessary   

The Division is requiring Operator to undertake actions and to supply additional project 

data to the Division so it can continue to properly monitor Operator’s Aliso Canyon gas storage 

project and the leaking well within the project (SS 25).  These additional actions and data 

requirements are to ensure that Operator is taking all actions to prevent damage to life, health, 

property, and natural resources by stopping the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas from the well 

as quickly and safely as possible.   

These requirements are, necessarily, in addition to the data Operator has supplied and 

continues to supply, as well as the actions Operator has taken and will continue to take, to 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas. 

In addition to requiring the data for its own ongoing analysis and oversight, the Division 

is convening a panel of technical experts from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
5 
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Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and the Sandia National Laboratory (collectively, the 

“National Laboratories”) that will provide independent expertise to assist the Division in 

monitoring and evaluating Operator’s actions. This group of scientists will, with particular 

expertise in the areas of rock mechanics, well completion, cementing, fluid dynamics, materials 

and corrosion, review data and information that the Division has received and continues to 

receive from Operator. The Division expects Operator to perform the following tasks, as 

discussed in part or in whole in recent technical meetings between the Division and Operator, to 

ensure the Division’s access to additional data it requires. 

 

V. Actions  Required of Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that an emergency exists and that he needs Operator to take the 

following actions to advance the process of monitoring and addressing the uncontrolled flow of 

fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS 

HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, 

and Regulations sections 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10 that Operator: 

 
(A) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to maximize the capture of leaking 
gas, in order to minimize releases while the relief wells are constructed and other actions 
are implemented to permanently shut in the well.  

 
(B) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Monday, December 14, 2015, at 
1700 hours, an updated detailed schedule for the completion of relief well number 1. 

 
(C) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at 1700 hours, a detailed schedule for the completion of additional well pad preparation, 
mobilization of a drilling rigs, and spudding of additional relief wells. 
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(D) Develop and deliver to the Division no later than Tuesday, December 22, 2015, at 
1700 hours, a list of engineering approaches and options along with risks and mitigation 
measures to plug and abandon well SS 25 once a relief well has penetrated well SS 25. 

 
(E) Allow the Division access to contractors for any and all discussions, plans, and 
issues with respect to any efforts related to the closure of SS 25, as well as having 
contractor’s representative from the well control firm and drilling rig(s) and company(s) 
in attendance in morning briefings.  

 
(F) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to safely maximize the capture of 
gas and to minimize releases while relief wells are constructed and other actions are 
implemented to permanently shut in the well. 

 
(G) Immediately notify the Division’s onsite representative of any planned non-
emergency changes to all schedules which SoCal Gas supplies to the Division. 

 
(H) File all necessary notices as required and within 24 hours to the following email 
address: 

dogdist2@conservation.ca.gov 

   

VI. Further Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the findings and legal authorities described in 

section V and elsewhere in this Order, the Supervisor further orders Operator to perform or 

continue to perform the following tasks: 

 
(A) Conduct daily briefings with the Division to report progress to stop the existing 

leak and drill relief wells, identify for the Division issues that could result in 
delays in these activities and present and discuss planned actions and strategies to 
eliminate and/or minimize potential delays. 
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(B) Work with Division staff, and the Division’s contractors, agents, and advisors, to 
confirm and/or adjust priorities and develop and/or modify schedules to protect 
public health and safety and stop the release of fluids. 

 
(C) Provide the Division, and Division’s contractors, state agencies assisting with the 

issue, and advisors, including experts from the National Laboratories, access to the 
well site and attendant facilities, and immediate access to all relevant data and 
information. 

 
(D) Utilize surrounding wells to gather additional subsurface data to evaluate the 

presence, extent, and concentration of storage gas. 

 
(E) Reduce reservoir pressure in the vicinity of SS 25 by continuing to produce from 

wells in proximity to SS 25. 

 
(F) Maximize the rate of withdrawal from the reservoir to reduce reservoir pressure to 

aid in the control and plugging of SS 25. 

 
(G) Withdraw gas from SS 25 at as high a rate as is safe. 

 
(H) Hire additional contractors, as necessary, that specialize in well control, 

cementing, well fluid dynamics, well-killing techniques, and any and all other 
specialties needed for sealing SS 25 as quickly and safely as possible. 

 
(I) Provide all equipment, personnel, and supplies necessary to remediate SS 25 

directly; ensure relief well Porter 39A (relief well number 1) is completed as 
quickly and safely as possible; complete the preparation of a well pad, and 
mobilization and assembly of a second drilling rig for a second relief well; and 
spud, drill, and complete the second relief well as quickly and safely as possible.  

 
(J) Hire contractors, as necessary, to assess slope stability and prepare for significant 

rain events. 
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(K) Continue to not inject gas into the gas storage facility until injection is authorized 

by the Division. 
  

(L) Meet with the public and local officials as requested to update them on current 
status of progress. 
 

VII. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor (801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916) accepts appeal notices on the Supervisor’s 

behalf.  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the filing of an 

appeal of this Order will not operate as an automatic stay of this Order.  (PRC § 3350, 

subd. (b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC 

section 3350, subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the 

Order final.  If Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal 

hearing date, time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written 

decision that affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

 

VIII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Sections V (Actions Required Of Operator) and VI ( Further 

Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform) of this Order will subject Operator to 

potential significant further enforcement action.  Such enforcement action can include a civil 

penalty of up to $25,000 per violation (PRC section 3236.5) and/or criminal prosecution, as 

a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine up to $1,000, imprisonment up to six months, or both, 

for each offense (PRC section 3236).  Similarly, the Supervisor could deny approval of  
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Information about the  
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Updated on Friday, December 11 

 

Overview 

• The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) has established an incident command 
structure to coordinate local, state and federal actions to bolster the Gas Company efforts to stop 
the leak and ensure public safety.  This effort includes operating a physical incident command 
post on-site at Aliso Canyon that is staffed by the Southern California Gas Company 24 hours a 
day, 7 days per week. 

• CalOES is also coordinating information sharing among governmental agencies to ensure 
governmental actions are well-coordinated and publicly transparent.  It is maintaining a public 
website with updated information regarding agency actions that can be found here.  

• Boots & Coots, an internationally renowned specialized contractor with expertise in responding 
to oil and gas well concerns, was brought in by SCG to stop the leak. Its mission is to seal the 
leaking well permanently. 

• The leak is not at the wellhead. It appears to be caused by damage to the well casing at about 
500 feet underground. The damaged portion of the well is very difficult to access and cannot yet 
be seen with a camera. 

• To date, SCG and Boots & Coots has made seven separate attempts to directly plug the well that 
have not yet been successful. Currently, two relief wells are being drilled to intersect the existing 
well bore below the leak. SCG plans to pump cement through the relief well to stop the flow of 
natural gas from the well. 

• To ensure the protection of public health and safety, state and local agencies are conducting tests 
and monitoring the well site, as well as monitoring air quality at the well site, throughout the 
Aliso Canyon facility, and in the closest residential community to the Aliso Canyon facility.  

• Work to stop the leak must proceed cautiously because of the combustible nature of the gas that 
is leaking and the amount of gas involved. Maintaining worker and community safety is the 
highest priority as efforts to stop the leak continue. Wind and weather are important factors that 
must be addressed in all efforts to stop the leak. Work cannot proceed when weather or 
conditions of the gas leak create a high safety risk.   

 

 

Department of Conservation 

http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx


 

 

What the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources is doing 

• The Division is a part of a team of state and local agencies that are working together on a daily 
basis to ensure public and environmental health during this incident. 

• The Supervisor has assigned a team of experienced technical experts to direct oversight at Aliso 
Canyon. These experts have been on-site during all operations and are evaluating every step with 
SCG to determine the most effective way to permanently plug the well. They critically oversee 
all plans and actions at the site, including monitoring the wellhead and inspecting the well bore, 
and every new step to stop the leak. 

• Analysts in the Division closely reviewed the annual testing history of the well. No prior leak 
was observed based on the logs.  

• The Supervisor has convened a panel of technical experts from the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and the Sandia National Laboratory to 
provide independent expertise to assist the Division in monitoring and evaluating SCG’s actions.   

• On November 18, the Supervisor issued an emergency order to ensure no delay exists while 
standard methodologies are exhausted before more definitive solutions can developed, including 
the drilling of relief wells below the leak to stop the flow of natural gas. The Emergency Order 
was issued to ensure that SCG is planning and implementing all feasible pathways to stop the 
leak. The order was also issued to require SCG to provide written plans for all feasible pathways 
to stop the leak, from directly sealing the leak to additional pathways including the drilling relief 
wells. SCG is currently complying with the Emergency Order.  

• On December 10 the Supervisor issued a second emergency order to SCG.  That order requests 
additional testing and well data, daily briefings, and a schedule for identified pathways to seal 
the well. 

• The Division has also initiated an investigation to determine the cause of the gas leak and 
whether any violations have occurred. It is coordinating with the California Public Utilities 
Commission, which is conducting its own investigation of the gas leak under the Commission’s 
legal authorities.   

 

 

 

 
 

 



GOVERNOR BROWN ISSUES ORDER ON ALISO CANYON GAS LEAK

1-6-2016

SACRAMENTO - Given the prolonged and continuing duration of the Aliso Canyon gas leak and at the 
request of residents and local officials, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. today issued a proclamation 
that declares the situation an emergency and details the administration's ongoing efforts to help stop 
the leak. The order also directs further action to protect public health and safety, ensure accountability 
and strengthen oversight of gas storage facilities. 

Earlier this week, Governor Brown met with Porter Ranch residents and toured the Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Storage Facility, including the site of the leak and one of the relief wells.

Today's proclamation builds on months of regulatory and oversight actions from seven state agencies 
mobilized to protect public health, oversee Southern California Gas Company's actions to stop the leak, 
track methane emissions, ensure worker safety, safeguard energy reliability and address any other 
problems stemming from the leak. Actions include:

- The Governor's Office of Emergency Services established an incident command structure, 
including a physical post on-site at Aliso Canyon to better coordinate the local, state and federal 
response and information sharing and is maintaining a public webpage to provide real-time information 
regarding the state's multi-agency response and air quality monitoring.

- The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources is investigating the leak and overseeing 
Southern California Gas Company's efforts to stop it, including issuing emergency orders in November
and December directing Southern California Gas Company to halt gas injections into the storage 
facility, immediately work on alternatives to stop the leak and provide testing results, data, daily 
briefings and a written plan and schedule for sealing the well. The Division also established a panel of 
experts from the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and 
the Sandia National Laboratory to provide independent monitoring and technical expertise and review 
Southern California Gas Company data and information reported to the Division.

- The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment is reviewing air quality measurements, 
evaluating public health concerns from the gas leak and assisting other state agencies in determining 
whether additional actions are needed beyond those already required by local public health agencies.

- The California Public Utilities Commission is investigating the gas leak to determine its cause and 
any possible violations and is collecting information about the costs of responding to and fixing the 
leak. The Commission and Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources also directed Southern 
California Gas Company to retain and pay for an independent, third party to perform a technical 
analysis of the well failure and its cause and share the results with regulators and the public.

- The California Air Resources Board is measuring the leak rate and estimating total methane 
emissions over the duration of the leak and is using ground-level monitoring, specially-equipped 
airplanes, and satellite information to provide updates of emissions.

- The Division of Occupational Safety and Health is ensuring on-site worker safety at Aliso Canyon.

- The California Energy Commission is coordinating with California Public Utilities Commission to 
maintain energy reliability during this incident.

Last month, the Governor sent a letter to the CEO of Southern California Gas stating that the 
company's response has been "insufficient" and must be sped up, while noting that state agencies' 
multiple ongoing investigations will be coordinated with the California Attorney General's Office.

Today's proclamation implements the following key orders:

- Stopping the Leak: All necessary and viable actions will be taken to ensure Southern California Gas 
Company: maximizes daily withdrawals of natural gas from the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility for use or 
storage elsewhere; captures leaking gas and odorants while relief wells are being completed; and 
identifies how it will stop the gas leak if relief wells fail to seal the leaking well, or if the existing leak 
worsens.

- Protecting Public Health and Safety: The state will: continue its prohibition against Southern 
California Gas Company injecting any gas into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility until a comprehensive 
review of the safety of the storage wells and the air quality of the surrounding community utilizing 
independent experts is completed; expand its real-time monitoring of emissions in the community; 
convene an independent panel of scientific and medical experts to review public health concerns; and 
take all actions necessary to ensure the continued reliability of natural gas and electricity supplies in 
the coming months.

- Ensuring Accountability: The California Public Utilities Commission will ensure that Southern 
California Gas Company covers costs related to the natural gas leak and its response, while protecting 
ratepayers; and the state will develop a program to fully mitigate the leak's emissions of methane 
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funded by the Southern California Gas Company.

- Strengthening Oversight: The state will promulgate emergency regulations for gas storage facility 
operators throughout the state, requiring: at least daily inspection of gas storage well heads using gas 
leak detection technology such as infrared imaging; ongoing verification of the mechanical integrity of 
all gas storage wells; ongoing measurement of annular gas pressure or annular gas flow within wells; 
regular testing of all safety valves used in wells; minimum and maximum pressure limits for each gas 
storage facility in the state; a comprehensive risk management plan for each facility that evaluates and 
prepares for risks, including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. Additionally, the Division of Oil, 
Gas and Geothermal Resources, the California Public Utilities Commission, the California Air 
Resources Board and the California Energy Commission will submit to the Governor's Office a report 
that assesses the long-term viability of natural gas storage facilities in California.

Under today's declaration, and at the direction of the Governor's Office of Emergency Services, all 
state agencies will utilize state personnel, equipment, and facilities to ensure a continuous and 
thorough state response to this incident. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services will also provide 
frequent and timely updates to residents affected by the natural gas leak and the appropriate local 
officials, including convening community meetings in the coming weeks.

Additional information on the administration's coordinated efforts to help address this leak can be found 
here.

The full text of today's proclamation is below:

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS on October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, and Southern California Gas Company's attempts 
to stop the leak have not yet been successful; and

WHEREAS many residents in the nearby community have reported adverse physical symptoms as a 
result of the natural gas leak, and the continuing emissions from this leak have resulted in the 
relocation of thousands of people, including many schoolchildren; and

WHEREAS major amounts of methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, have been emitted into the 
atmosphere; and

WHEREAS the Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources issued an 
emergency order on December 10, 2015 prohibiting injection of natural gas into the Aliso Canyon 
Storage Facility until further authorized; and

WHEREAS seven state agencies are mobilized to protect public health, oversee Southern California 
Gas Company's actions to stop the leak, track methane emissions, ensure worker safety, safeguard 
energy reliability, and address any other problems stemming from the leak; and

WHEREAS the California Public Utilities Commission and the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources--working closely with federal, state and local authorities including the California Attorney 
General and the Los Angeles City Attorney--have instituted investigations of this natural gas leak and 
have ordered an independent, third-party analysis of the cause of the leak; and

NOW, THEREFORE, given the prolonged and continuing duration of this natural gas leak and the 
request by residents and local officials for a declaration of emergency, I, EDMUND G. BROWN JR., 
Governor of the State of California, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State 
Constitution and statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, HEREBY PROCLAIM A 
STATE OF EMERGENCY to exist in Los Angeles County due to this natural gas leak.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. All agencies of state government shall utilize all necessary state personnel, equipment, and facilities 
to ensure a continuous and thorough response to this incident, as directed by the Governor's Office of 
Emergency Services and the State Emergency Plan.

2. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services, in exercising its responsibility to coordinate relevant 
state agencies, shall provide frequent and timely updates to residents affected by the natural gas leak 
and the appropriate local officials, including convening community meetings.

STOPPING THE LEAK

3. The California Public Utilities Commission and the California Energy Commission shall take all 
actions necessary to ensure that Southern California Gas Company maximizes daily withdrawals of 
natural gas from the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility for use or storage elsewhere.

4. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall direct Southern California Gas Company 
to take any and all viable and safe actions to capture leaking gas and odorants while relief wells are 
being completed.

5. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall require Southern California Gas Company 
to identify how it will stop the gas leak if pumping materials through relief wells fails to close the leaking 
well, or if the existing leak worsens.

6. The Division shall take necessary steps to ensure that the proposals identified by Southern 
California Gas Company pursuant to Directives 4 and 5 are evaluated by the panel of subject matter 
experts the Division has convened from the Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence Livermore, and Sandia 
National Laboratories to evaluate Southern California Gas Company's actions.

PROTECTING PUBLIC SAFETY
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7. The Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources shall continue its prohibition against Southern 
California Gas Company injecting any gas into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility until a comprehensive 
review, utilizing independent experts, of the safety of the storage wells and the air quality of the 
surrounding community is completed.

8. The California Air Resources Board, in coordination with other agencies, shall expand its real-time 
monitoring of emissions in the community and continue providing frequent, publicly accessible updates 
on local air quality.

9. The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment shall convene an independent panel of 
scientific and medical experts to review public health concerns stemming from the gas leak and 
evaluate whether additional measures are needed to protect public health beyond those already put in 
place.

10. The California Public Utilities Commission and the California Energy Commission, in coordination 
with the California Independent System Operator, shall take all actions necessary to ensure the 
continued reliability of natural gas and electricity supplies in the coming months during the moratorium 
on gas injections into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.

ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY

11. The California Public Utilities Commission shall ensure that Southern California Gas Company 
cover costs related to the natural gas leak and its response, while protecting ratepayers.

12. The California Air Resources Board, in consultation with appropriate state agencies, shall develop a 
program to fully mitigate the leak's emissions of methane by March 31, 2016. This mitigation program 
shall be funded by the Southern California Gas Company, be limited to projects in California, and 
prioritize projects that reduce short-lived climate pollutants.

STRENGTHENING OVERSIGHT OF GAS STORAGE FACILITIES

13. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall promulgate emergency regulations 
requiring gas storage facility operators throughout the state to comply with the following new safety and 
reliability measures:

a. Require at least a daily inspection of gas storage well heads, using gas leak detection technology 
such as infrared imaging.
b. Require ongoing verification of the mechanical integrity of all gas storage wells.
c. Require ongoing measurement of annular gas pressure or annular gas flow within wells.
d. Require regular testing of all safety valves used in wells.
e. Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits for each gas storage facility in the state.
f. Require each storage facility to establish a comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates and 
prepares for risks at each facility, including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment.

14. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources, the California Public Utilities Commission, the 
California Air Resources Board and the California Energy Commission shall submit to the Governor's 
Office a report that assesses the long-term viability of natural gas storage facilities in California. The 
report should address operational safety and potential health risks, methane emissions, supply 
reliability for gas and electricity demand in California, and the role of storage facilities and natural gas 
infrastructure in the State's long-term greenhouse gas reduction strategies. This report shall be 
submitted within six months after the completion of the investigation of the cause of the natural gas well 
leak in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this proclamation be filed in the Office of the 
Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice be given of this proclamation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of 
California to be affixed this 6th day of January 2016.

__________________________
EDMUND G. BROWN JR.
Governor of California

ATTEST:

__________________________
ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

# # #

1/6/2016



 

 

1 

Emergency Order No. 1104; Provide Data Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 

801 K Street, MS 24-03 

Sacramento, California 95814-3530 

Telephone (916) 323-6733 

Facsimile (916) 445-9916 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

EMERGENCY ORDER TO: 

PROVIDE DATA RE: 

ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10, subs. (a), (h) & (k)] 

 

Emergency Order No. 1104 

November 18, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

The State Oil and Gas Supervisor (Supervisor), acting under the authority of the Public 

Resources Code (PRC), including PRC section 3224, can order tests and remedial work 

concerning oil field operations which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, 

health, property, and natural resources.  (See Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106 and 3224.)  In 

addition, under the PRC, the Supervisor is charged with ensuring that “no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas storage facilities.  

(Pub. Resources Code, § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor has the authority to request any 

data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator of an injection 

project must maintain these data to show, among other things, that no damage to life, health, 

property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 

1724.10, subd. (h)) and such data must be made available for inspection by Division personnel 

(Ibid.).  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may order or undertake the actions he or 

she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural resources.”  (Pub. Resources 

Code, § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in the files of the Division, discussions with operator, and Division site 

visits, the Supervisor has determined that that there is an uncontrolled flow of fluids (see 

1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, and a waste of gas, in the Field that Operator has been, 

and is currently, addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the upset have included various tests 
                                                                 
1 The Operator Code the Division uses for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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and remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

or stop the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division information 

about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  The Supervisor needs 

immediate access to these data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids, and 

current and future remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 

3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 

1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide 

the data identified below (Section V; Data Required from Operator). 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to mean, among other things, “any 

well drilled for the purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery[.] 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 

or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 
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PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states that “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 

3225, or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order 

or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states, in part, that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air 

shall be prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states, in part, that “The supervisor is required to maintain 

surveillance over [underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not 

lost, that drilling of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas. 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

additional data requirements or modifications as necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects. 

IV. Reasons Why Data Requested is Pertinent and Necessary   

Operator’s efforts to address the uncontrolled flow of fluids have included various tests and 

remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids nor 

stopped the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division with all 

information about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  In order to ensure 

that all necessary steps are taken to prevent damage to life, health, property, or natural resources, 

the Supervisor needs immediate access to these data to monitor the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

and current and planned activities to stop the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas. 

V. Data Required from Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that he needs immediate access to the below data to monitor and 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection 

project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 

3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, 

subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), that the Operator: 

 

(A) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, provide continuous access to real-

time electronic monitoring of wellhead pressures, and, as requested by the Division, plans 

and results of all diagnostic tests and well logs. 

 

(B) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, submit the following information 

obtained between Friday, October 23, 2015, and Wednesday, November 18, 2015: 

 

1. Downhole videos; 
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2. Well Logs, including temperature surveys, acoustic logs, neutron logs, cement 

bond logs, ultra-sonic imager/gamma ray logs, density logs, nuclear fluid density 

logs; 

3. Pressure Surveys;  

4. Pressure testing of the casings, tubing, and/or packers; and 

5. Spinner Surveys. 

 

 (C) By 5:00 p.m. Friday November 20, 2015, submit a time schedule identifying when 

relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling of relief well will 

commence.  

 

Send all data via electronic mail to the Division (Alan Walker and John Geroch) at the 

following addresses: 

 Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov 

John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov 

 

VI. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  (The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor [801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916] will accept appeal notices on the 

Supervisor’s behalf).  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the 

filing of an appeal of this Order will not operate as a stay of this Order.  (PRC, § 3350, subd. 

(b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC section 3350, 

subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the Order final.  If 

Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal hearing date, 

mailto:Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov
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affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

VII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Section V (Data Required from Operator) of this Order could 

subject Operator to further enforcement action.  For example, the Supervisor could deny 

approval of proposed well operations until compliance is achieved, order the plugging and 

abandonment of wells, and/or assess a civil penalty.  (Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3203, subd. (c), 

3236.5, and 3237, subd. (a)(3)(C).) 

Further, PRC section 3236 makes it a misdemeanor to fail, neglect, or refuse to furnish 

any report or record that the Supervisor may require under the oil and gas law.  The 

misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than 

one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or by both the fine 

and imprisonment for each separate offense.  PRC section 3359 makes it a misdemeanor to fail 

or neglect to comply with an order of the Supervisor or to fail, refuse, or neglect to produce 

books, papers, or documents as demanded in the order.  Each day’s further failure, refusal, or 

neglect is a separate and distinct offense. 

DATED: November 18, 2015 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

State Oil and Gas Supervisor 

Certified mail receipt number: 7012 1010 0000 9269 9029 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Richman, Lance
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 2:28 PM
To: Meer, Daniel
Cc: Faulkner, Mike; Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: State of California background information on the Aliso Canyon Incident.
Attachments: DOC Fact Sheet on Aliso Canyon.pdf; Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

Emergency Order 1106.pdf; November 18, 2015 order to Southern California Gas.pdf

Dan: I am providing you background, publically available information from the State on this incident.  Additionally, I have 
copied Mike F. in the case that he would want to provide this information to the NRT members in anticipation of their 
call on Monday. 
 
The CalOES website on the incident can be found at:  http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx 
 
Today’s State disaster proclamation by Gov. Brown is here:  https://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=19264 
 
Attached are a fact sheet as well as the two State orders to Southern California Gas Company 
 
Regards 
 
Lance 
 
_________________________________ 
 
Lance Richman 
Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9‐3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
_________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Information about the  
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Updated on Friday, December 11 

 

Overview 

• The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) has established an incident command 
structure to coordinate local, state and federal actions to bolster the Gas Company efforts to stop 
the leak and ensure public safety.  This effort includes operating a physical incident command 
post on-site at Aliso Canyon that is staffed by the Southern California Gas Company 24 hours a 
day, 7 days per week. 

• CalOES is also coordinating information sharing among governmental agencies to ensure 
governmental actions are well-coordinated and publicly transparent.  It is maintaining a public 
website with updated information regarding agency actions that can be found here.  

• Boots & Coots, an internationally renowned specialized contractor with expertise in responding 
to oil and gas well concerns, was brought in by SCG to stop the leak. Its mission is to seal the 
leaking well permanently. 

• The leak is not at the wellhead. It appears to be caused by damage to the well casing at about 
500 feet underground. The damaged portion of the well is very difficult to access and cannot yet 
be seen with a camera. 

• To date, SCG and Boots & Coots has made seven separate attempts to directly plug the well that 
have not yet been successful. Currently, two relief wells are being drilled to intersect the existing 
well bore below the leak. SCG plans to pump cement through the relief well to stop the flow of 
natural gas from the well. 

• To ensure the protection of public health and safety, state and local agencies are conducting tests 
and monitoring the well site, as well as monitoring air quality at the well site, throughout the 
Aliso Canyon facility, and in the closest residential community to the Aliso Canyon facility.  

• Work to stop the leak must proceed cautiously because of the combustible nature of the gas that 
is leaking and the amount of gas involved. Maintaining worker and community safety is the 
highest priority as efforts to stop the leak continue. Wind and weather are important factors that 
must be addressed in all efforts to stop the leak. Work cannot proceed when weather or 
conditions of the gas leak create a high safety risk.   
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What the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources is doing 

• The Division is a part of a team of state and local agencies that are working together on a daily 
basis to ensure public and environmental health during this incident. 

• The Supervisor has assigned a team of experienced technical experts to direct oversight at Aliso 
Canyon. These experts have been on-site during all operations and are evaluating every step with 
SCG to determine the most effective way to permanently plug the well. They critically oversee 
all plans and actions at the site, including monitoring the wellhead and inspecting the well bore, 
and every new step to stop the leak. 

• Analysts in the Division closely reviewed the annual testing history of the well. No prior leak 
was observed based on the logs.  

• The Supervisor has convened a panel of technical experts from the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and the Sandia National Laboratory to 
provide independent expertise to assist the Division in monitoring and evaluating SCG’s actions.   

• On November 18, the Supervisor issued an emergency order to ensure no delay exists while 
standard methodologies are exhausted before more definitive solutions can developed, including 
the drilling of relief wells below the leak to stop the flow of natural gas. The Emergency Order 
was issued to ensure that SCG is planning and implementing all feasible pathways to stop the 
leak. The order was also issued to require SCG to provide written plans for all feasible pathways 
to stop the leak, from directly sealing the leak to additional pathways including the drilling relief 
wells. SCG is currently complying with the Emergency Order.  

• On December 10 the Supervisor issued a second emergency order to SCG.  That order requests 
additional testing and well data, daily briefings, and a schedule for identified pathways to seal 
the well. 

• The Division has also initiated an investigation to determine the cause of the gas leak and 
whether any violations have occurred. It is coordinating with the California Public Utilities 
Commission, which is conducting its own investigation of the gas leak under the Commission’s 
legal authorities.   
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Facsimile (916) 445-9916 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

EMERGENCY ORDER TO: 

PROVIDE DATA RE: 

ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10, subs. (a), (h) & (k)] 

 

Emergency Order No. 1104 

November 18, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

The State Oil and Gas Supervisor (Supervisor), acting under the authority of the Public 

Resources Code (PRC), including PRC section 3224, can order tests and remedial work 

concerning oil field operations which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, 

health, property, and natural resources.  (See Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106 and 3224.)  In 

addition, under the PRC, the Supervisor is charged with ensuring that “no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas storage facilities.  

(Pub. Resources Code, § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor has the authority to request any 

data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator of an injection 

project must maintain these data to show, among other things, that no damage to life, health, 

property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 

1724.10, subd. (h)) and such data must be made available for inspection by Division personnel 

(Ibid.).  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may order or undertake the actions he or 

she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural resources.”  (Pub. Resources 

Code, § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in the files of the Division, discussions with operator, and Division site 

visits, the Supervisor has determined that that there is an uncontrolled flow of fluids (see 

1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, and a waste of gas, in the Field that Operator has been, 

and is currently, addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the upset have included various tests 
                                                                 
1 The Operator Code the Division uses for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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and remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

or stop the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division information 

about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  The Supervisor needs 

immediate access to these data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids, and 

current and future remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 

3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 

1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide 

the data identified below (Section V; Data Required from Operator). 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to mean, among other things, “any 

well drilled for the purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery[.] 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 

or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 
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PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states that “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 

3225, or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order 

or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states, in part, that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air 

shall be prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states, in part, that “The supervisor is required to maintain 

surveillance over [underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not 

lost, that drilling of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas. 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

additional data requirements or modifications as necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects. 

IV. Reasons Why Data Requested is Pertinent and Necessary   

Operator’s efforts to address the uncontrolled flow of fluids have included various tests and 

remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids nor 

stopped the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division with all 

information about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  In order to ensure 

that all necessary steps are taken to prevent damage to life, health, property, or natural resources, 

the Supervisor needs immediate access to these data to monitor the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

and current and planned activities to stop the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas. 

V. Data Required from Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that he needs immediate access to the below data to monitor and 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection 

project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 

3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, 

subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), that the Operator: 

 

(A) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, provide continuous access to real-

time electronic monitoring of wellhead pressures, and, as requested by the Division, plans 

and results of all diagnostic tests and well logs. 

 

(B) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, submit the following information 

obtained between Friday, October 23, 2015, and Wednesday, November 18, 2015: 

 

1. Downhole videos; 
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2. Well Logs, including temperature surveys, acoustic logs, neutron logs, cement 

bond logs, ultra-sonic imager/gamma ray logs, density logs, nuclear fluid density 

logs; 

3. Pressure Surveys;  

4. Pressure testing of the casings, tubing, and/or packers; and 

5. Spinner Surveys. 

 

 (C) By 5:00 p.m. Friday November 20, 2015, submit a time schedule identifying when 

relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling of relief well will 

commence.  

 

Send all data via electronic mail to the Division (Alan Walker and John Geroch) at the 

following addresses: 

 Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov 

John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov 

 

VI. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  (The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor [801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916] will accept appeal notices on the 

Supervisor’s behalf).  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the 

filing of an appeal of this Order will not operate as a stay of this Order.  (PRC, § 3350, subd. 

(b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC section 3350, 

subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the Order final.  If 

Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal hearing date, 

mailto:Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov
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time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written decision that 

affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

VII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Section V (Data Required from Operator) of this Order could 

subject Operator to further enforcement action.  For example, the Supervisor could deny 

approval of proposed well operations until compliance is achieved, order the plugging and 

abandonment of wells, and/or assess a civil penalty.  (Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3203, subd. (c), 

3236.5, and 3237, subd. (a)(3)(C).) 

Further, PRC section 3236 makes it a misdemeanor to fail, neglect, or refuse to furnish 

any report or record that the Supervisor may require under the oil and gas law.  The 

misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than 

one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or by both the fine 

and imprisonment for each separate offense.  PRC section 3359 makes it a misdemeanor to fail 

or neglect to comply with an order of the Supervisor or to fail, refuse, or neglect to produce 

books, papers, or documents as demanded in the order.  Each day’s further failure, refusal, or 

neglect is a separate and distinct offense. 

DATED: November 18, 2015 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

State Oil and Gas Supervisor 

Certified mail receipt number: 7012 1010 0000 9269 9029 
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 
Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
801 K Street, MS 24-03 
Sacramento, California 95814-3530 
Telephone (916) 323-6733 
Facsimile (916) 445-9916 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

SECOND EMERGENCY ORDER TO 
PROVIDE DATA AND TAKE SPECIFIED ACTIONS 

RE: 
ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10] 

 
Emergency Order No. 1106 

December 10, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Kenneth A. Harris Jr. 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

Under the authority of the Public Resources Code (PRC), the State Oil and Gas 

Supervisor (Supervisor) may order tests and remedial work concerning oil field operations 

which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural 

resources.  (See PRC §§ 3106 and 3224.)  Further, the Supervisor is to ensure that “no damage 

occurs to the environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas 

storage facilities.  (PRC § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor may request from the operator 

any data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects.  (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator must maintain 

those data and make them available to Division personnel to show, among other things, that no 

damage to life, health, property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  (Cal. 

Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.10, subd. (h).)  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may 

order or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or 

natural resources.”  (PRC § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Regulations section 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in Division files, discussions with Operator, and Division site visits, the 

Supervisor determined that there is an  uncontrolled flow of fluids (see Regulations 

section 1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, API no. 037-00776 (“SS 25”) and a waste of 

gas in the Field, which Operator is and has been addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the 

upset have included ongoing tests and remedial work.  The efforts have not yet remedied the 

1 The Operator Code for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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uncontrolled flow of fluids or stopped the waste of gas.  Finding that an emergency exists, and 

in order to protect life, health, property, and natural resources, the Supervisor needs immediate 

access to data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and current and future 

remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 

3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions 

(a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide the data and take the 

actions identified below. 

 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to include “any well drilled for the 

purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery, repressuring or pressure 

maintenance of oil or gas reservoirs, or disposing of waste fluids from an oil or gas filed; [and] 

any well used to inject or withdraw gas from an underground storage facility[.]” 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 
3 
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or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources … [and] loss of oil, gas, or 

reservoir energy[.]” 

PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states: “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 3225, 

or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order or 

undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air shall be 

prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states that “[t]he supervisor is required to maintain surveillance over 

[underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not lost, that drilling 

of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the environment by reason of 

injection and withdrawal of gas.” 

Regulations section 1724 specifies the types of well records that an operator must 

maintain and includes “[s]uch other information as the Supervisor may require for the 

performance of his or her statutory duties.” 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

“[a]dditional data requirements or modifications [as] necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects.” 

SoCal Gas’s Aliso Canyon gas storage project approval letter (dated April 18, 1989, 

revised July 26, 1989) conditions 10 and 11, among others, require SoCal Gas to provide the 

Division, upon its request, with data that it deems necessary to monitor the injection project 

operations and to notify the Division and obtain its approval before making any changes to the 

project that would alter the conditions that were originally approved in the letter. 

 

IV. Reasons Why the Actions and Provision of Data Ordered Are Pertinent and 

Necessary   

The Division is requiring Operator to undertake actions and to supply additional project 

data to the Division so it can continue to properly monitor Operator’s Aliso Canyon gas storage 

project and the leaking well within the project (SS 25).  These additional actions and data 

requirements are to ensure that Operator is taking all actions to prevent damage to life, health, 

property, and natural resources by stopping the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas from the well 

as quickly and safely as possible.   

These requirements are, necessarily, in addition to the data Operator has supplied and 

continues to supply, as well as the actions Operator has taken and will continue to take, to 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas. 

In addition to requiring the data for its own ongoing analysis and oversight, the Division 

is convening a panel of technical experts from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
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Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and the Sandia National Laboratory (collectively, the 

“National Laboratories”) that will provide independent expertise to assist the Division in 

monitoring and evaluating Operator’s actions. This group of scientists will, with particular 

expertise in the areas of rock mechanics, well completion, cementing, fluid dynamics, materials 

and corrosion, review data and information that the Division has received and continues to 

receive from Operator. The Division expects Operator to perform the following tasks, as 

discussed in part or in whole in recent technical meetings between the Division and Operator, to 

ensure the Division’s access to additional data it requires. 

 

V. Actions  Required of Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that an emergency exists and that he needs Operator to take the 

following actions to advance the process of monitoring and addressing the uncontrolled flow of 

fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS 

HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, 

and Regulations sections 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10 that Operator: 

 
(A) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to maximize the capture of leaking 
gas, in order to minimize releases while the relief wells are constructed and other actions 
are implemented to permanently shut in the well.  

 
(B) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Monday, December 14, 2015, at 
1700 hours, an updated detailed schedule for the completion of relief well number 1. 

 
(C) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at 1700 hours, a detailed schedule for the completion of additional well pad preparation, 
mobilization of a drilling rigs, and spudding of additional relief wells. 
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(D) Develop and deliver to the Division no later than Tuesday, December 22, 2015, at 
1700 hours, a list of engineering approaches and options along with risks and mitigation 
measures to plug and abandon well SS 25 once a relief well has penetrated well SS 25. 

 
(E) Allow the Division access to contractors for any and all discussions, plans, and 
issues with respect to any efforts related to the closure of SS 25, as well as having 
contractor’s representative from the well control firm and drilling rig(s) and company(s) 
in attendance in morning briefings.  

 
(F) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to safely maximize the capture of 
gas and to minimize releases while relief wells are constructed and other actions are 
implemented to permanently shut in the well. 

 
(G) Immediately notify the Division’s onsite representative of any planned non-
emergency changes to all schedules which SoCal Gas supplies to the Division. 

 
(H) File all necessary notices as required and within 24 hours to the following email 
address: 

dogdist2@conservation.ca.gov 

   

VI. Further Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the findings and legal authorities described in 

section V and elsewhere in this Order, the Supervisor further orders Operator to perform or 

continue to perform the following tasks: 

 
(A) Conduct daily briefings with the Division to report progress to stop the existing 

leak and drill relief wells, identify for the Division issues that could result in 
delays in these activities and present and discuss planned actions and strategies to 
eliminate and/or minimize potential delays. 
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(B) Work with Division staff, and the Division’s contractors, agents, and advisors, to 
confirm and/or adjust priorities and develop and/or modify schedules to protect 
public health and safety and stop the release of fluids. 

 
(C) Provide the Division, and Division’s contractors, state agencies assisting with the 

issue, and advisors, including experts from the National Laboratories, access to the 
well site and attendant facilities, and immediate access to all relevant data and 
information. 

 
(D) Utilize surrounding wells to gather additional subsurface data to evaluate the 

presence, extent, and concentration of storage gas. 

 
(E) Reduce reservoir pressure in the vicinity of SS 25 by continuing to produce from 

wells in proximity to SS 25. 

 
(F) Maximize the rate of withdrawal from the reservoir to reduce reservoir pressure to 

aid in the control and plugging of SS 25. 

 
(G) Withdraw gas from SS 25 at as high a rate as is safe. 

 
(H) Hire additional contractors, as necessary, that specialize in well control, 

cementing, well fluid dynamics, well-killing techniques, and any and all other 
specialties needed for sealing SS 25 as quickly and safely as possible. 

 
(I) Provide all equipment, personnel, and supplies necessary to remediate SS 25 

directly; ensure relief well Porter 39A (relief well number 1) is completed as 
quickly and safely as possible; complete the preparation of a well pad, and 
mobilization and assembly of a second drilling rig for a second relief well; and 
spud, drill, and complete the second relief well as quickly and safely as possible.  

 
(J) Hire contractors, as necessary, to assess slope stability and prepare for significant 

rain events. 
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(K) Continue to not inject gas into the gas storage facility until injection is authorized 

by the Division. 
  

(L) Meet with the public and local officials as requested to update them on current 
status of progress. 
 

VII. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor (801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916) accepts appeal notices on the Supervisor’s 

behalf.  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the filing of an 

appeal of this Order will not operate as an automatic stay of this Order.  (PRC § 3350, 

subd. (b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC 

section 3350, subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the 

Order final.  If Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal 

hearing date, time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written 

decision that affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

 

VIII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Sections V (Actions Required Of Operator) and VI ( Further 

Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform) of this Order will subject Operator to 

potential significant further enforcement action.  Such enforcement action can include a civil 

penalty of up to $25,000 per violation (PRC section 3236.5) and/or criminal prosecution, as 

a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine up to $1,000, imprisonment up to six months, or both, 

for each offense (PRC section 3236).  Similarly, the Supervisor could deny approval of  
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Proboszcz, Angie

Subject: Regional Response Team 9 Incident Specific Call - Aliso Canyon, SoCalGas release
Location: in SF, Rm  16323, Call in number: 877-620-0743, pass code 620 0743

Start: Thu 1/7/2016 3:00 PM
End: Thu 1/7/2016 4:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Richman, Lance
Required Attendees: Thomas.Finch@dot.gov; Meer, Daniel; earl.whitley@dot.gov; 

Sam.Brinker@nnsa.doe.gov; sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov; Franklin, Richard; Woytak, 
John; FEMA-R9WatchOfficer@fema.dhs.gov

Optional Attendees: Lawrence, Kathryn

F Y I :  P r o v i d i n g  s o m e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  c a l l  t o m o r r o w .  

 

L a n c e  

 

 

E f f e c t i v e  6 J a n 2 0 1 6  G o v e r n o r  E d m u n d  G .  B r o w n  J r .  i s s u e d  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t h a t  d e c l a r e s  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  a n  e m e r g e n c y  a n d  d e t a i l s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  s t o p  t h e  l e a k .  T h e  
o r d e r  a l s o  d i r e c t s  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y ,  e n s u r e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  
s t r e n g t h e n  o v e r s i g h t  o f  g a s  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

 

http: / /www.caloes.ca.gov/ ICESite/Pages/Al iso-Canyon.aspx 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional  Response Team 9 
Al iso Canyon,  SoCalGas Release 
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Call  in number:  877-620-0743,  pass code 620 0743# 
 

Agenda 
Thursday ,  January  7 t h  2016  @ 1500hrs  PST.  

 

 

 

I n t r oduc t i ons /Ro l l  Ca l l  
 
 
Mee t i ng  Ob jec t i ves  (Dan  Mee r ,  and  o the rs )  
 
 
B r i e f  on  I nc i den t  &  Cu r ren t  Response  (Dan  Mee r )  
 
 
Techn i ca l  I s sues ,  e .g . ,  i n t e r cep t  we l l s ,  o i l -m i s t  r educ t i on  f ence ,  so i l -me thane  
ex t r ac t i on  p roposa l ,  Me rcap tans  ( co r ros i on? ) * ,  e t c .  (A l l )  
 
 
Fede ra l  Regu la to r y  Au tho r i t i e s  Ge rma ine  t o  t h i s  I nc i den t  (A l l )    
 
 
Fo l l ow -up  Ac t i ons  &  Schedu le  add i t i ona l  mee t i ngs  i f  needed  (Lance  R i chman )  
 
 
Ad jou rn  
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Invitees 
 
Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  
 
 
Jack Whitley 
USDOT/PHMSA 
3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 
Ontario CA 91761 
(o)909-937-7228 
(c)909-222-9546 
earl.whitley@dot.gov 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 
Preparedness and Prevention Section 
415.972.3099(O) 
 
Lance Richman 
Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
Richman.lance@epa.gov 
 
Richard Franklin 
FOSC 
USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  
Portland, OR 97205 
Office: 503.326.2917 
Cell: 503.475.4178 
Franklin.richard@epa.gov 
 
 
Sam Brinker 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 
Phone: 9254220710 
Cell:  925-628-9120 
Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 
 
Sarah Hartson 
Regional Response Coordinator for Region 7 Radiological Assistance Program 
Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration 
Phone: 925.423.3250 



4

Cell:  925.667.8102 
Sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov 
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 
Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
801 K Street, MS 24-03 
Sacramento, California 95814-3530 
Telephone (916) 323-6733 
Facsimile (916) 445-9916 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

SECOND EMERGENCY ORDER TO 
PROVIDE DATA AND TAKE SPECIFIED ACTIONS 

RE: 
ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10] 

 
Emergency Order No. 1106 

December 10, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Kenneth A. Harris Jr. 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 

1 

Emergency Order No. 1106; Provide Data and Take Specified Actions Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 

 



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

I. Introduction 

Under the authority of the Public Resources Code (PRC), the State Oil and Gas 

Supervisor (Supervisor) may order tests and remedial work concerning oil field operations 

which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural 

resources.  (See PRC §§ 3106 and 3224.)  Further, the Supervisor is to ensure that “no damage 

occurs to the environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas 

storage facilities.  (PRC § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor may request from the operator 

any data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects.  (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator must maintain 

those data and make them available to Division personnel to show, among other things, that no 

damage to life, health, property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  (Cal. 

Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.10, subd. (h).)  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may 

order or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or 

natural resources.”  (PRC § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Regulations section 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in Division files, discussions with Operator, and Division site visits, the 

Supervisor determined that there is an  uncontrolled flow of fluids (see Regulations 

section 1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, API no. 037-00776 (“SS 25”) and a waste of 

gas in the Field, which Operator is and has been addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the 

upset have included ongoing tests and remedial work.  The efforts have not yet remedied the 

1 The Operator Code for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
2 

Emergency Order No. 1106; Provide Data and Take Specified Actions Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 

 

                                                                 



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

uncontrolled flow of fluids or stopped the waste of gas.  Finding that an emergency exists, and 

in order to protect life, health, property, and natural resources, the Supervisor needs immediate 

access to data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and current and future 

remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 

3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions 

(a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide the data and take the 

actions identified below. 

 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to include “any well drilled for the 

purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery, repressuring or pressure 

maintenance of oil or gas reservoirs, or disposing of waste fluids from an oil or gas filed; [and] 

any well used to inject or withdraw gas from an underground storage facility[.]” 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 
3 
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or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources … [and] loss of oil, gas, or 

reservoir energy[.]” 

PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states: “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 3225, 

or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order or 

undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air shall be 

prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states that “[t]he supervisor is required to maintain surveillance over 

[underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not lost, that drilling 

of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the environment by reason of 

injection and withdrawal of gas.” 

Regulations section 1724 specifies the types of well records that an operator must 

maintain and includes “[s]uch other information as the Supervisor may require for the 

performance of his or her statutory duties.” 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

“[a]dditional data requirements or modifications [as] necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects.” 

SoCal Gas’s Aliso Canyon gas storage project approval letter (dated April 18, 1989, 

revised July 26, 1989) conditions 10 and 11, among others, require SoCal Gas to provide the 

Division, upon its request, with data that it deems necessary to monitor the injection project 

operations and to notify the Division and obtain its approval before making any changes to the 

project that would alter the conditions that were originally approved in the letter. 

 

IV. Reasons Why the Actions and Provision of Data Ordered Are Pertinent and 

Necessary   

The Division is requiring Operator to undertake actions and to supply additional project 

data to the Division so it can continue to properly monitor Operator’s Aliso Canyon gas storage 

project and the leaking well within the project (SS 25).  These additional actions and data 

requirements are to ensure that Operator is taking all actions to prevent damage to life, health, 

property, and natural resources by stopping the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas from the well 

as quickly and safely as possible.   

These requirements are, necessarily, in addition to the data Operator has supplied and 

continues to supply, as well as the actions Operator has taken and will continue to take, to 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas. 

In addition to requiring the data for its own ongoing analysis and oversight, the Division 

is convening a panel of technical experts from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
5 
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Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and the Sandia National Laboratory (collectively, the 

“National Laboratories”) that will provide independent expertise to assist the Division in 

monitoring and evaluating Operator’s actions. This group of scientists will, with particular 

expertise in the areas of rock mechanics, well completion, cementing, fluid dynamics, materials 

and corrosion, review data and information that the Division has received and continues to 

receive from Operator. The Division expects Operator to perform the following tasks, as 

discussed in part or in whole in recent technical meetings between the Division and Operator, to 

ensure the Division’s access to additional data it requires. 

 

V. Actions  Required of Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that an emergency exists and that he needs Operator to take the 

following actions to advance the process of monitoring and addressing the uncontrolled flow of 

fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS 

HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, 

and Regulations sections 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10 that Operator: 

 
(A) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to maximize the capture of leaking 
gas, in order to minimize releases while the relief wells are constructed and other actions 
are implemented to permanently shut in the well.  

 
(B) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Monday, December 14, 2015, at 
1700 hours, an updated detailed schedule for the completion of relief well number 1. 

 
(C) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at 1700 hours, a detailed schedule for the completion of additional well pad preparation, 
mobilization of a drilling rigs, and spudding of additional relief wells. 
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(D) Develop and deliver to the Division no later than Tuesday, December 22, 2015, at 
1700 hours, a list of engineering approaches and options along with risks and mitigation 
measures to plug and abandon well SS 25 once a relief well has penetrated well SS 25. 

 
(E) Allow the Division access to contractors for any and all discussions, plans, and 
issues with respect to any efforts related to the closure of SS 25, as well as having 
contractor’s representative from the well control firm and drilling rig(s) and company(s) 
in attendance in morning briefings.  

 
(F) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to safely maximize the capture of 
gas and to minimize releases while relief wells are constructed and other actions are 
implemented to permanently shut in the well. 

 
(G) Immediately notify the Division’s onsite representative of any planned non-
emergency changes to all schedules which SoCal Gas supplies to the Division. 

 
(H) File all necessary notices as required and within 24 hours to the following email 
address: 

dogdist2@conservation.ca.gov 

   

VI. Further Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the findings and legal authorities described in 

section V and elsewhere in this Order, the Supervisor further orders Operator to perform or 

continue to perform the following tasks: 

 
(A) Conduct daily briefings with the Division to report progress to stop the existing 

leak and drill relief wells, identify for the Division issues that could result in 
delays in these activities and present and discuss planned actions and strategies to 
eliminate and/or minimize potential delays. 
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(B) Work with Division staff, and the Division’s contractors, agents, and advisors, to 
confirm and/or adjust priorities and develop and/or modify schedules to protect 
public health and safety and stop the release of fluids. 

 
(C) Provide the Division, and Division’s contractors, state agencies assisting with the 

issue, and advisors, including experts from the National Laboratories, access to the 
well site and attendant facilities, and immediate access to all relevant data and 
information. 

 
(D) Utilize surrounding wells to gather additional subsurface data to evaluate the 

presence, extent, and concentration of storage gas. 

 
(E) Reduce reservoir pressure in the vicinity of SS 25 by continuing to produce from 

wells in proximity to SS 25. 

 
(F) Maximize the rate of withdrawal from the reservoir to reduce reservoir pressure to 

aid in the control and plugging of SS 25. 

 
(G) Withdraw gas from SS 25 at as high a rate as is safe. 

 
(H) Hire additional contractors, as necessary, that specialize in well control, 

cementing, well fluid dynamics, well-killing techniques, and any and all other 
specialties needed for sealing SS 25 as quickly and safely as possible. 

 
(I) Provide all equipment, personnel, and supplies necessary to remediate SS 25 

directly; ensure relief well Porter 39A (relief well number 1) is completed as 
quickly and safely as possible; complete the preparation of a well pad, and 
mobilization and assembly of a second drilling rig for a second relief well; and 
spud, drill, and complete the second relief well as quickly and safely as possible.  

 
(J) Hire contractors, as necessary, to assess slope stability and prepare for significant 

rain events. 
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(K) Continue to not inject gas into the gas storage facility until injection is authorized 

by the Division. 
  

(L) Meet with the public and local officials as requested to update them on current 
status of progress. 
 

VII. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor (801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916) accepts appeal notices on the Supervisor’s 

behalf.  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the filing of an 

appeal of this Order will not operate as an automatic stay of this Order.  (PRC § 3350, 

subd. (b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC 

section 3350, subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the 

Order final.  If Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal 

hearing date, time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written 

decision that affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

 

VIII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Sections V (Actions Required Of Operator) and VI ( Further 

Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform) of this Order will subject Operator to 

potential significant further enforcement action.  Such enforcement action can include a civil 

penalty of up to $25,000 per violation (PRC section 3236.5) and/or criminal prosecution, as 

a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine up to $1,000, imprisonment up to six months, or both, 

for each offense (PRC section 3236).  Similarly, the Supervisor could deny approval of  
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Information about the  
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Updated on Friday, December 11 

 

Overview 

• The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) has established an incident command 
structure to coordinate local, state and federal actions to bolster the Gas Company efforts to stop 
the leak and ensure public safety.  This effort includes operating a physical incident command 
post on-site at Aliso Canyon that is staffed by the Southern California Gas Company 24 hours a 
day, 7 days per week. 

• CalOES is also coordinating information sharing among governmental agencies to ensure 
governmental actions are well-coordinated and publicly transparent.  It is maintaining a public 
website with updated information regarding agency actions that can be found here.  

• Boots & Coots, an internationally renowned specialized contractor with expertise in responding 
to oil and gas well concerns, was brought in by SCG to stop the leak. Its mission is to seal the 
leaking well permanently. 

• The leak is not at the wellhead. It appears to be caused by damage to the well casing at about 
500 feet underground. The damaged portion of the well is very difficult to access and cannot yet 
be seen with a camera. 

• To date, SCG and Boots & Coots has made seven separate attempts to directly plug the well that 
have not yet been successful. Currently, two relief wells are being drilled to intersect the existing 
well bore below the leak. SCG plans to pump cement through the relief well to stop the flow of 
natural gas from the well. 

• To ensure the protection of public health and safety, state and local agencies are conducting tests 
and monitoring the well site, as well as monitoring air quality at the well site, throughout the 
Aliso Canyon facility, and in the closest residential community to the Aliso Canyon facility.  

• Work to stop the leak must proceed cautiously because of the combustible nature of the gas that 
is leaking and the amount of gas involved. Maintaining worker and community safety is the 
highest priority as efforts to stop the leak continue. Wind and weather are important factors that 
must be addressed in all efforts to stop the leak. Work cannot proceed when weather or 
conditions of the gas leak create a high safety risk.   

 

 

Department of Conservation 

http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx


 

 

What the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources is doing 

• The Division is a part of a team of state and local agencies that are working together on a daily 
basis to ensure public and environmental health during this incident. 

• The Supervisor has assigned a team of experienced technical experts to direct oversight at Aliso 
Canyon. These experts have been on-site during all operations and are evaluating every step with 
SCG to determine the most effective way to permanently plug the well. They critically oversee 
all plans and actions at the site, including monitoring the wellhead and inspecting the well bore, 
and every new step to stop the leak. 

• Analysts in the Division closely reviewed the annual testing history of the well. No prior leak 
was observed based on the logs.  

• The Supervisor has convened a panel of technical experts from the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and the Sandia National Laboratory to 
provide independent expertise to assist the Division in monitoring and evaluating SCG’s actions.   

• On November 18, the Supervisor issued an emergency order to ensure no delay exists while 
standard methodologies are exhausted before more definitive solutions can developed, including 
the drilling of relief wells below the leak to stop the flow of natural gas. The Emergency Order 
was issued to ensure that SCG is planning and implementing all feasible pathways to stop the 
leak. The order was also issued to require SCG to provide written plans for all feasible pathways 
to stop the leak, from directly sealing the leak to additional pathways including the drilling relief 
wells. SCG is currently complying with the Emergency Order.  

• On December 10 the Supervisor issued a second emergency order to SCG.  That order requests 
additional testing and well data, daily briefings, and a schedule for identified pathways to seal 
the well. 

• The Division has also initiated an investigation to determine the cause of the gas leak and 
whether any violations have occurred. It is coordinating with the California Public Utilities 
Commission, which is conducting its own investigation of the gas leak under the Commission’s 
legal authorities.   

 

 

 

 
 

 



GOVERNOR BROWN ISSUES ORDER ON ALISO CANYON GAS LEAK

1-6-2016

SACRAMENTO - Given the prolonged and continuing duration of the Aliso Canyon gas leak and at the 
request of residents and local officials, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. today issued a proclamation 
that declares the situation an emergency and details the administration's ongoing efforts to help stop 
the leak. The order also directs further action to protect public health and safety, ensure accountability 
and strengthen oversight of gas storage facilities. 

Earlier this week, Governor Brown met with Porter Ranch residents and toured the Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Storage Facility, including the site of the leak and one of the relief wells.

Today's proclamation builds on months of regulatory and oversight actions from seven state agencies 
mobilized to protect public health, oversee Southern California Gas Company's actions to stop the leak, 
track methane emissions, ensure worker safety, safeguard energy reliability and address any other 
problems stemming from the leak. Actions include:

- The Governor's Office of Emergency Services established an incident command structure, 
including a physical post on-site at Aliso Canyon to better coordinate the local, state and federal 
response and information sharing and is maintaining a public webpage to provide real-time information 
regarding the state's multi-agency response and air quality monitoring.

- The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources is investigating the leak and overseeing 
Southern California Gas Company's efforts to stop it, including issuing emergency orders in November
and December directing Southern California Gas Company to halt gas injections into the storage 
facility, immediately work on alternatives to stop the leak and provide testing results, data, daily 
briefings and a written plan and schedule for sealing the well. The Division also established a panel of 
experts from the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and 
the Sandia National Laboratory to provide independent monitoring and technical expertise and review 
Southern California Gas Company data and information reported to the Division.

- The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment is reviewing air quality measurements, 
evaluating public health concerns from the gas leak and assisting other state agencies in determining 
whether additional actions are needed beyond those already required by local public health agencies.

- The California Public Utilities Commission is investigating the gas leak to determine its cause and 
any possible violations and is collecting information about the costs of responding to and fixing the 
leak. The Commission and Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources also directed Southern 
California Gas Company to retain and pay for an independent, third party to perform a technical 
analysis of the well failure and its cause and share the results with regulators and the public.

- The California Air Resources Board is measuring the leak rate and estimating total methane 
emissions over the duration of the leak and is using ground-level monitoring, specially-equipped 
airplanes, and satellite information to provide updates of emissions.

- The Division of Occupational Safety and Health is ensuring on-site worker safety at Aliso Canyon.

- The California Energy Commission is coordinating with California Public Utilities Commission to 
maintain energy reliability during this incident.

Last month, the Governor sent a letter to the CEO of Southern California Gas stating that the 
company's response has been "insufficient" and must be sped up, while noting that state agencies' 
multiple ongoing investigations will be coordinated with the California Attorney General's Office.

Today's proclamation implements the following key orders:

- Stopping the Leak: All necessary and viable actions will be taken to ensure Southern California Gas 
Company: maximizes daily withdrawals of natural gas from the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility for use or 
storage elsewhere; captures leaking gas and odorants while relief wells are being completed; and 
identifies how it will stop the gas leak if relief wells fail to seal the leaking well, or if the existing leak 
worsens.

- Protecting Public Health and Safety: The state will: continue its prohibition against Southern 
California Gas Company injecting any gas into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility until a comprehensive 
review of the safety of the storage wells and the air quality of the surrounding community utilizing 
independent experts is completed; expand its real-time monitoring of emissions in the community; 
convene an independent panel of scientific and medical experts to review public health concerns; and 
take all actions necessary to ensure the continued reliability of natural gas and electricity supplies in 
the coming months.

- Ensuring Accountability: The California Public Utilities Commission will ensure that Southern 
California Gas Company covers costs related to the natural gas leak and its response, while protecting 
ratepayers; and the state will develop a program to fully mitigate the leak's emissions of methane 
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funded by the Southern California Gas Company.

- Strengthening Oversight: The state will promulgate emergency regulations for gas storage facility 
operators throughout the state, requiring: at least daily inspection of gas storage well heads using gas 
leak detection technology such as infrared imaging; ongoing verification of the mechanical integrity of 
all gas storage wells; ongoing measurement of annular gas pressure or annular gas flow within wells; 
regular testing of all safety valves used in wells; minimum and maximum pressure limits for each gas 
storage facility in the state; a comprehensive risk management plan for each facility that evaluates and 
prepares for risks, including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. Additionally, the Division of Oil, 
Gas and Geothermal Resources, the California Public Utilities Commission, the California Air 
Resources Board and the California Energy Commission will submit to the Governor's Office a report 
that assesses the long-term viability of natural gas storage facilities in California.

Under today's declaration, and at the direction of the Governor's Office of Emergency Services, all 
state agencies will utilize state personnel, equipment, and facilities to ensure a continuous and 
thorough state response to this incident. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services will also provide 
frequent and timely updates to residents affected by the natural gas leak and the appropriate local 
officials, including convening community meetings in the coming weeks.

Additional information on the administration's coordinated efforts to help address this leak can be found 
here.

The full text of today's proclamation is below:

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS on October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, and Southern California Gas Company's attempts 
to stop the leak have not yet been successful; and

WHEREAS many residents in the nearby community have reported adverse physical symptoms as a 
result of the natural gas leak, and the continuing emissions from this leak have resulted in the 
relocation of thousands of people, including many schoolchildren; and

WHEREAS major amounts of methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, have been emitted into the 
atmosphere; and

WHEREAS the Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources issued an 
emergency order on December 10, 2015 prohibiting injection of natural gas into the Aliso Canyon 
Storage Facility until further authorized; and

WHEREAS seven state agencies are mobilized to protect public health, oversee Southern California 
Gas Company's actions to stop the leak, track methane emissions, ensure worker safety, safeguard 
energy reliability, and address any other problems stemming from the leak; and

WHEREAS the California Public Utilities Commission and the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources--working closely with federal, state and local authorities including the California Attorney 
General and the Los Angeles City Attorney--have instituted investigations of this natural gas leak and 
have ordered an independent, third-party analysis of the cause of the leak; and

NOW, THEREFORE, given the prolonged and continuing duration of this natural gas leak and the 
request by residents and local officials for a declaration of emergency, I, EDMUND G. BROWN JR., 
Governor of the State of California, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State 
Constitution and statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, HEREBY PROCLAIM A 
STATE OF EMERGENCY to exist in Los Angeles County due to this natural gas leak.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. All agencies of state government shall utilize all necessary state personnel, equipment, and facilities 
to ensure a continuous and thorough response to this incident, as directed by the Governor's Office of 
Emergency Services and the State Emergency Plan.

2. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services, in exercising its responsibility to coordinate relevant 
state agencies, shall provide frequent and timely updates to residents affected by the natural gas leak 
and the appropriate local officials, including convening community meetings.

STOPPING THE LEAK

3. The California Public Utilities Commission and the California Energy Commission shall take all 
actions necessary to ensure that Southern California Gas Company maximizes daily withdrawals of 
natural gas from the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility for use or storage elsewhere.

4. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall direct Southern California Gas Company 
to take any and all viable and safe actions to capture leaking gas and odorants while relief wells are 
being completed.

5. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall require Southern California Gas Company 
to identify how it will stop the gas leak if pumping materials through relief wells fails to close the leaking 
well, or if the existing leak worsens.

6. The Division shall take necessary steps to ensure that the proposals identified by Southern 
California Gas Company pursuant to Directives 4 and 5 are evaluated by the panel of subject matter 
experts the Division has convened from the Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence Livermore, and Sandia 
National Laboratories to evaluate Southern California Gas Company's actions.

PROTECTING PUBLIC SAFETY
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7. The Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources shall continue its prohibition against Southern 
California Gas Company injecting any gas into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility until a comprehensive 
review, utilizing independent experts, of the safety of the storage wells and the air quality of the 
surrounding community is completed.

8. The California Air Resources Board, in coordination with other agencies, shall expand its real-time 
monitoring of emissions in the community and continue providing frequent, publicly accessible updates 
on local air quality.

9. The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment shall convene an independent panel of 
scientific and medical experts to review public health concerns stemming from the gas leak and 
evaluate whether additional measures are needed to protect public health beyond those already put in 
place.

10. The California Public Utilities Commission and the California Energy Commission, in coordination 
with the California Independent System Operator, shall take all actions necessary to ensure the 
continued reliability of natural gas and electricity supplies in the coming months during the moratorium 
on gas injections into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.

ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY

11. The California Public Utilities Commission shall ensure that Southern California Gas Company 
cover costs related to the natural gas leak and its response, while protecting ratepayers.

12. The California Air Resources Board, in consultation with appropriate state agencies, shall develop a 
program to fully mitigate the leak's emissions of methane by March 31, 2016. This mitigation program 
shall be funded by the Southern California Gas Company, be limited to projects in California, and 
prioritize projects that reduce short-lived climate pollutants.

STRENGTHENING OVERSIGHT OF GAS STORAGE FACILITIES

13. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall promulgate emergency regulations 
requiring gas storage facility operators throughout the state to comply with the following new safety and 
reliability measures:

a. Require at least a daily inspection of gas storage well heads, using gas leak detection technology 
such as infrared imaging.
b. Require ongoing verification of the mechanical integrity of all gas storage wells.
c. Require ongoing measurement of annular gas pressure or annular gas flow within wells.
d. Require regular testing of all safety valves used in wells.
e. Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits for each gas storage facility in the state.
f. Require each storage facility to establish a comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates and 
prepares for risks at each facility, including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment.

14. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources, the California Public Utilities Commission, the 
California Air Resources Board and the California Energy Commission shall submit to the Governor's 
Office a report that assesses the long-term viability of natural gas storage facilities in California. The 
report should address operational safety and potential health risks, methane emissions, supply 
reliability for gas and electricity demand in California, and the role of storage facilities and natural gas 
infrastructure in the State's long-term greenhouse gas reduction strategies. This report shall be 
submitted within six months after the completion of the investigation of the cause of the natural gas well 
leak in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this proclamation be filed in the Office of the 
Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice be given of this proclamation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of 
California to be affixed this 6th day of January 2016.

__________________________
EDMUND G. BROWN JR.
Governor of California

ATTEST:

__________________________
ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

# # #
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 

801 K Street, MS 24-03 

Sacramento, California 95814-3530 

Telephone (916) 323-6733 

Facsimile (916) 445-9916 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

EMERGENCY ORDER TO: 

PROVIDE DATA RE: 

ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10, subs. (a), (h) & (k)] 

 

Emergency Order No. 1104 

November 18, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

The State Oil and Gas Supervisor (Supervisor), acting under the authority of the Public 

Resources Code (PRC), including PRC section 3224, can order tests and remedial work 

concerning oil field operations which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, 

health, property, and natural resources.  (See Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106 and 3224.)  In 

addition, under the PRC, the Supervisor is charged with ensuring that “no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas storage facilities.  

(Pub. Resources Code, § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor has the authority to request any 

data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator of an injection 

project must maintain these data to show, among other things, that no damage to life, health, 

property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 

1724.10, subd. (h)) and such data must be made available for inspection by Division personnel 

(Ibid.).  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may order or undertake the actions he or 

she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural resources.”  (Pub. Resources 

Code, § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in the files of the Division, discussions with operator, and Division site 

visits, the Supervisor has determined that that there is an uncontrolled flow of fluids (see 

1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, and a waste of gas, in the Field that Operator has been, 

and is currently, addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the upset have included various tests 
                                                                 
1 The Operator Code the Division uses for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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and remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

or stop the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division information 

about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  The Supervisor needs 

immediate access to these data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids, and 

current and future remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 

3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 

1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide 

the data identified below (Section V; Data Required from Operator). 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to mean, among other things, “any 

well drilled for the purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery[.] 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 

or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 
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PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states that “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 

3225, or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order 

or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states, in part, that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air 

shall be prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states, in part, that “The supervisor is required to maintain 

surveillance over [underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not 

lost, that drilling of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas. 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

additional data requirements or modifications as necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects. 

IV. Reasons Why Data Requested is Pertinent and Necessary   

Operator’s efforts to address the uncontrolled flow of fluids have included various tests and 

remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids nor 

stopped the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division with all 

information about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  In order to ensure 

that all necessary steps are taken to prevent damage to life, health, property, or natural resources, 

the Supervisor needs immediate access to these data to monitor the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

and current and planned activities to stop the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas. 

V. Data Required from Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that he needs immediate access to the below data to monitor and 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection 

project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 

3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, 

subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), that the Operator: 

 

(A) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, provide continuous access to real-

time electronic monitoring of wellhead pressures, and, as requested by the Division, plans 

and results of all diagnostic tests and well logs. 

 

(B) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, submit the following information 

obtained between Friday, October 23, 2015, and Wednesday, November 18, 2015: 

 

1. Downhole videos; 
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2. Well Logs, including temperature surveys, acoustic logs, neutron logs, cement 

bond logs, ultra-sonic imager/gamma ray logs, density logs, nuclear fluid density 

logs; 

3. Pressure Surveys;  

4. Pressure testing of the casings, tubing, and/or packers; and 

5. Spinner Surveys. 

 

 (C) By 5:00 p.m. Friday November 20, 2015, submit a time schedule identifying when 

relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling of relief well will 

commence.  

 

Send all data via electronic mail to the Division (Alan Walker and John Geroch) at the 

following addresses: 

 Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov 

John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov 

 

VI. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  (The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor [801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916] will accept appeal notices on the 

Supervisor’s behalf).  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the 

filing of an appeal of this Order will not operate as a stay of this Order.  (PRC, § 3350, subd. 

(b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC section 3350, 

subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the Order final.  If 

Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal hearing date, 

mailto:Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov
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time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written decision that 

affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

VII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Section V (Data Required from Operator) of this Order could 

subject Operator to further enforcement action.  For example, the Supervisor could deny 

approval of proposed well operations until compliance is achieved, order the plugging and 

abandonment of wells, and/or assess a civil penalty.  (Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3203, subd. (c), 

3236.5, and 3237, subd. (a)(3)(C).) 

Further, PRC section 3236 makes it a misdemeanor to fail, neglect, or refuse to furnish 

any report or record that the Supervisor may require under the oil and gas law.  The 

misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than 

one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or by both the fine 

and imprisonment for each separate offense.  PRC section 3359 makes it a misdemeanor to fail 

or neglect to comply with an order of the Supervisor or to fail, refuse, or neglect to produce 

books, papers, or documents as demanded in the order.  Each day’s further failure, refusal, or 

neglect is a separate and distinct offense. 

DATED: November 18, 2015 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

State Oil and Gas Supervisor 

Certified mail receipt number: 7012 1010 0000 9269 9029 



Incident Specific Call – Jan 7, 2016 

 
Regional  Response Team 9 

Al iso Canyon, SoCalGas Release 
 

Cal l  in number: 877-620-0743,  pass code 620 0743# 
 

Agenda 
Thursday ,  Janua ry  7 t h  2016  @ 1500h rs  PST.  

 

 

 

I n t r od uc t i ons / Ro l l  Ca l l  
 
 
Me e t ing  Ob je c t i ve s  ( Da n  Mee r ,  an d  o th e rs )  
 
 
B r ie f  on  I n c id en t  &  Cur r en t  Re sp ons e  ( Da n  Me er )  
 
 
Tec hn ic a l  I ss ue s ,  e .g . ,  i n t e r ce p t  we l l s ,  o i l -m is t  r ed uc t io n  f enc e ,  s o i l -
me t ha ne  e x t r ac t io n  p r op os a l ,  Merc ap ta ns  ( co r r os io n?) * ,  e t c .  (A l l )  
 
 
Fed era l  Reg u la to r y  Au t ho r i t i e s  Germa in e  t o  t h i s  I n c id en t  ( A l l )    
 
 
Fo l lo w-u p  Ac t io ns  &  Sch ed u le  a dd i t i on a l  me e t i ng s  i f  need ed  ( La nc e  
R i chm an)  
 
 
Ad jo u rn  
 
 
  



Incident Specific Call – Jan 7, 2016 

Invitees 
 
Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  
 
 
Jack Whitley 
USDOT/PHMSA 
3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 
Ontario CA 91761 
(o)909-937-7228 
(c)909-222-9546 
earl.whitley@dot.gov 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 
Preparedness and Prevention Section 
415.972.3099(O) 
 
Lance Richman 
Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
Richman.lance@epa.gov 
 
Richard Franklin 
FOSC 
USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  
Portland, OR 97205 
Office: 503.326.2917 
Cell: 503.475.4178 
Franklin.richard@epa.gov 
 
 
Sam Brinker 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 
Phone: 9254220710 
Cell:  925-628-9120 
Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 

mailto:thomas.finch@dot.gov
mailto:earl.whitley@dot.gov
mailto:Richman.lance@epa.gov
mailto:Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov


Incident Specific Call – Jan 7, 2016 

 
Sarah Hartson 
Regional Response Coordinator for Region 7 Radiological Assistance Program 
Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration 
Phone: 925.423.3250 
Cell:  925.667.8102 
Sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Richman, Lance
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 9:10 AM
To: Lesourd, Nicola
Subject: Re: FEMA RIX SPOT REPORT Natural Gas Leak at SOCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Storage 

Facility (Porter Ranch, Los Angeles County, California)

"Incidental to transportation " 
 
Regulated by dot/phmsa 
 
May engage if requested by CalEpa/OES  
 
Lance 
 
> On Dec 10, 2015, at 5:22 AM, "Lesourd, Nicola" <nicola.lesourd@fema.dhs.gov> wrote: 
>  
> Good morning Lance, 
>  
> IS R9 monitoring this at all? Saw the following media monitoring items; wondering if you will get some calls? 
>  
> Location(s): Los Angeles, California 
>  
>  *   As a step toward receiving outside government assistance in dealing with a massive natural gas leak above Porter 
Ranch, Los Angeles County will proclaim a local state of emergency, a county official said Wednesday 
>     *   "This action will ask for state and federal assistance to provide for our residents in the Porter Ranch area with 
additional air monitoring and help with efforts to cap the well," the official said 
>  *   The leak from a well in a Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) storage facility north of Porter Ranch was 
first reported Oct. 23 
>     *   Since then, residents downwind have complained of a recurring strong odor, and many have reported becoming 
ill with headaches, nausea and respiratory symptoms 
>     *   Growing numbers of Porter Ranch households are taking up SoCalGas' offer to relocate them until the leak is 
stopped 
>        *   So far, 1,143 have been moved into temporary housing, and another 1,379 are in process 
>     *   Efforts to stop the leak have so far proven unsuccessful 
>  *   Crews working for SoCalGas began the difficult and time‐consuming task last Friday of drilling a "relief" well to 
access the leaking well and stop the release of gas 
>     *   The drilling operation is now going "24/7," but completion could still take as long as three to four months, said a 
SoCalGas company official on Wednesday 
>  
> Have a happy holiday if I don’t see you. I don’t think I will be able to get down to the RRT meeting in SB. If things 
change I will let you know. 
>  
> v/r, 
> Nick 
>  
> From: Lesourd, Nicola On Behalf Of FEMA‐R9Watchofficer 
> Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 5:13 AM 
> To: R9 SpotRep 
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> Subject: FEMA RIX SPOT REPORT Natural Gas Leak at SOCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Porter Ranch, Los 
Angeles County, California) 
>  
> FEMA REGION IX SPOT REPORT 
> 2015‐204 
> 10 December 2015 0500 PST 
>  
> Incident: Natural Gas Leak at SOCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 
>  
> Location: Porter Ranch, California (Los Angeles County) 
>  
> Description: On October 23, 2015 SOCAL Gas crews discovered a leak at one of the natural gas storage wells at the 
Aliso Canyon storage field. SOCAL Gas is drilling a relief well to stop the leak; a method which is reported to be a lengthy 
process. SOCAL Gas is working closely with the L.A. City and County Fire Departments and Hazmat Departments, the L.A. 
County Department of Health, the California Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources, and the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District. SOCAL Gas reports that the well is located in an isolated, mountain area more than a mile 
away from and more than1,200 feet higher than the closest home or public area. 
>  
> Summary 
>  
> 1.       Incident Impacts: SOCAL Gas reports receiving more than 2,000 requests for relocation and has already found 
temporary accommodations for more than 700 households. The 
>        California Air Resources Board recently reported that the leak is releasing roughly 50,000 kilograms of methane per
hour. (source: LA Times) 
>  
> Life and Safety: Daily complaints are being received by the LA County Department of Public Health from neighboring 
Porter Ranch residents regarding strong odors from the Aliso   Canyon Site. LA County Department of Public Health 
reports that these exposures do not constitute an immediate danger to life, and permanent or long‐term health effects 
are not expected. SOCAL Gas is conducting air sampling at various locations around the facility and neighborhoods in the 
surrounding area. 
>  
>          Utilities: There are no reports of impacts to natural gas service in the area. 
>  
>          Shelter Summary: No shelters have been opened. 
>  
> 2.       Potential Federal Involvement:  Region IX will continue to monitor and provide information as it becomes 
available. 
>  
> 3.       State and Local Response: 
>  
> ∙         L.A. City and County Fire Departments and Hazmat Departments, the L.A. County Department of Health, the 
California Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources, and the South Coast Air Quality Management District are 
working closely with SOCAL Gas. 
>  
> ∙         CAL OES is monitoring the situation and reports there are no unmet needs or requests for state assistance. 
>  
> ∙         LA County EOC is not activated. 
>  
> General Location of the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility: 
> [cid:image003.png@01D132F6.F3E96D40] 
>  
> [cid:image001.jpg@01D13309.79164580] 
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>  
> Data Extractor Tool Quick Summary for Porter Ranch area: 
> [cid:image006.jpg@01D13309.79164580] 
>  
> SOCAL Gas Air Sampling Map: 
> [cid:image007.jpg@01D13309.79164580] 
>  
> R IX Watch Officer 
> Phone: 888‐R09‐FEMA (888‐709‐3362) 
> E‐mail: FEMA‐R9WatchOfficer@fema.dhs.gov<mailto:FEMA‐R9WatchOfficer@fema.dhs.gov> 
>  
> [cid:image002.png@01D0DA68.7956A5C0] 
>  
>  
> <image002.png> 
> <image003.png> 
> <removed.txt> 
> <image006.jpg> 
> <image007.jpg> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zabel, Allan
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 10:54 AM
To: Basinger, David; Johnstone, Jeremy
Cc: Riedel, Brian
Subject: RE: Greenwire - Porter Ranch - Vowing 'never again,' lawmakers offer bills on methane 

leak 

“Never again” is a great goal and can be a dangerous slogan.  There is a serious potential problem with barring use of the 
Aliso Canyon facility until the “state agencies” deem such use to be “safe.”  We are all painfully familiar with the glacial 
pace of regulation.  This could take years.  Currently, SoCalGas cannot instantaneously import sufficient gas to satisfy 
peak demands.  (These peaks actually occur in the summer when demand for air conditioning pushes the gas‐fired 
turbines is southern California to their maximum output.)  The way SoCalGas handles these peak demands is through 
stored gas. I’m told that Aliso Canyon is the largest storage facility in the area and its capacity is necessary to meet peak 
demands.  What’s going to happen if southern California faces another “energy crisis” because of insufficient gas storage 
capacity?  Ugly!  AZ 
 
Allan Zabel 
Chief, Air & Toxics Section II 
Office of Regional Counsel 
EPA Region 9 
415‐972‐3902 
 

From: Basinger, David  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 6:42 AM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Riedel, Brian <riedel.brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Greenwire ‐ Porter Ranch ‐ Vowing 'never again,' lawmakers offer bills on methane leak  
 
fyi 
 

From: Tong, Stanley  
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 2:51 PM 
To: Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David 
Cc: Saracino, Ray 
Subject: Greenwire ‐ Porter Ranch ‐ Vowing 'never again,' lawmakers offer bills on methane leak  
 
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2016/01/12/stories/1060030482  
 

CALIFORNIA:  

Vowing 'never again,' lawmakers offer bills on methane leak  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Quinn, Elias (ENRD) <Elias.Quinn@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 10:42 AM
To: Riedel, Brian
Subject: Senate Ask
Attachments: 1 12 16-letter-to-dot-epa-doj-final.pdf

 
 
____________________________ 
Elias L. Quinn 
United States Department of Justice 
Environmental Enforcement Section 
ph: 202.514.2756 | f: 202.514.0097  
 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, 

Frances; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Nazmi, Niloufar; 
Berg, Elizabeth; Allen, HarryL; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Rongone, Marie; Johnson, 
Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, 
Allan; Riedel, Brian; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, Frances

Subject: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 

Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Contacts: Lauren Wolman; Scott Abrams

All –  
 
For your records, attached is the final response dated December 24, 2015 to Congressman Brad Sherman 
regarding Aliso Canyon. I have closed the letter out in our Congressional Correspondence Management System. 
I have attached the outgoing response, incoming letter, and control information for your reference. Thanks to 
everyone who worked and/or reviewed the response.  
 

AL-16-000-2291 
 

Liaison: Maier 

Rep. Brad Sherman 
(D-CA-30) 

Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Leak 

Jeremy 
Johnstone 
(SFD-9-3) 

12/25/15 Regional 
Administrator 

Closed – 
Response sent on 

12/24/15 

 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415‐947‐4256, maier.brent@epa.gov , Brent will be back in the office on 
Tuesday, December 29. 
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Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs 
US EPA, Region 9,  Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808‐541‐2711 
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:31 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Manzanilla, Enrique; Johnson, Kathleen; 

Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; 
Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Maier, Brent
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Incoming from Rep. Sherman to the Administrator, I think that we can assume it will controlled to the Region for 
action/response. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Basinger, David
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 8:20 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Chew, Andrew; Riedel, Brian; Zabel, Allan
Subject: FW: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume

From R8’s Energy Advisor; I hadn’t seen the linked video (and there are more at this site) before from her email below. 
 
NASA had helped to identify a large methane release in the four corners area (in New Mexico and outside Navajo land, I 
believe); here are some links from April 2014: 
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general‐news/20150409/methane‐hot‐spot‐mysterious‐mass‐half‐the‐size‐of‐
connecticut‐hovers‐over‐four‐corners 
http://research.noaa.gov/News/NewsArchive/LatestNews/TabId/684/ArtMID/1768/ArticleID/11121/Scientists‐probe‐
methane‐mystery‐in‐Four‐Corners‐.aspx 
 
Haven’t heard recently if there are new details, but if so, they could be relevant to the Aliso Canyon leak.  
 
 

From: Beeler, Cindy  
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 9:11 AM 
To: Basinger, David 
Subject: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
David – You’ve probably seen this already, but in case not … 
 

CALIFORNIA:  

Enviros release new video of natural gas leak  

Published: Thursday, December 24, 2015 

A plume of invisible methane rises above Los Angeles in new infrared video obtained by the Environmental Defense 
Fund. 

More than 150 million pounds of methane have leaked from the largest natural gas storage facility on the West Coast 
since it was first detected more than two months ago. 

Some 1,700 homes and two schools near Aliso Canyon have been evacuated as an invisible plume of gas rises from the 
facility owned by Southern California Gas Co. at a rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour. 

Environmentalists say the leak is the biggest single methane producer in California, releasing emissions equivalent to six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million cars. 

"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," said Tim O'Connor, EDF's California climate director. "It is 
coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And it is absolutely uncontained." 

Southern California Gas Co. believes a failed well casing caused the pressurized gas to seep to the surface, but it has 
been unable to plug it. 
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The massive leak comes as the Obama administration battles for stricter regulations on methane emissions and California 
Gov. Jerry Brown (D) seeks to implement the nation's strictest emissions standards (ClimateWire, Dec. 22). 

"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away from populated areas," said Adam Brandt, an assistant professor 
at Stanford University's Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment. "One important step forward for sustainability will 
be to design ways to quickly detect and fix these large leaks soon after they happen" (Joby Warrick, Washington Post, 
Dec. 24). -- DTB 

 
 
 
 

Cindy Beeler 
US EPA Region 8, Energy Advisor 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
Tel:   303-312-6204 
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
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KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Social Media:                          
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Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 
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6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 
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SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In tbe Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

PROPOSED PARTIAL NATURAL GAS 
CAPTURE SYSTEM PLAN FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Findings and 
Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 
Respondent (SoCa!Gas) hereby submits the Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan 
for Well SS-25. Installation of the equipment described below and operation of the equipment 
according to the provisions set out below constitutes the "Plan" as set forth in the Conditions and 
Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Order. 

To mitigate the potential effects of the SS-25 Incident leak, a partial natural gas capture system 
rated at 20 million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD) of leaking gas has been proposed for 
installation at the facility. Installation and operation of the proposed capture system, including 
any potential increases in gas capture above 20 million MMSCFD, is dependent upon site safety 
and feasibility considerations. 

Equipment has been designed with the goal of capturing a portion of the natural gas, removing 
the entrained fluids in the natural gas stream, and then sending the captured natural gas either to 
thermal oxidizers to bum the gas or a carbon adsorption system to remove the odorant from the 
gas. Since the proposed new temporary equipment is subject to permit approvals by the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (District), implementation of the plan consists of two 
phases. The total duration of the proposed two-phase project is anticipated to be 60 days if the 
leak at Well SS-25 is eliminated during that time period. If the leak continues longer than 60 
days, the project shall continue until the leak is eliminated. 

The first phase of the project uses contractor-owned equipment available in the District. During 
Phase 1 of the project, there will be four contractor-owned thennal oxidizers, each rated at about 
42 million BTU/Hr, and each capable of burning about 1 MMSCFD of natural gas. There will 
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also be two sets of carbon adsorption systems in service. These contractor-owned packages 
utilize two 10,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas 
stream. All portable thermal oxidizers and carbon adsorption systems will have their own 
blowers. Electricity will be provided by up to two portable diesel internal combustion engine 
driven electric generators . The thermal oxidizers a!'ld carbon adsorption equipment is covered by 
existing District permits for potiable equipment; however, experimental and research permits 
subject to District approval for the installation and contractor use of Phase I equipment are 
needed at this site because the existing portable equipment pennits do not reference the use of 
the equipment at this specific natural-gas storage facility. The portable engine generators are 
registered under the California Air Resources Board Portable Equipment Registration Program. 

The second phase would utilize new equipment owned by SoCalGas and subject to District 
approvals in addition to the carbon bed equipment noted below. Under Phase 2, SoCalGas 
proposes to install a knock-out vessel (V-193), two Lone Star Model MC18-06 electric motor 
driven capture gas blowers, one 5 gallon per minute (gpm) electric slops pump, and six thermal 
oxidizers of 5 MMSCFD each. SoCalGas plans to have the two sets of contractor-owned carbon 
adsorption systems (used in Phase I) in standby for Phase 2. The project will also include two 1 
MW diesel internal combustion engine driven generators (one in use and one on standby) to 
supplement site power for capture gas oxidizers, and two 700 KW diesel internal combustion 
engine driven generators for the capture gas blowers and other lighting and instrumentation. 

Provided below are details on the partial gas capture system. 

Gas Collection 

One collection nozzle will be placed adjacent to the well head in the pathway of the leaking gas. 
This installation will consist of one 36" collection nozzle, that will extend into the depression 
around the well head and will be supported by well head bridge structures. From the collection 
nozzle, the natural gas will be routed to the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad via a 36" 
carbon steel pipe. This piping will be supported by the bridge structure while over the 
depression and will rest at-grade once clear of the depression. From the SS-25 Well pad, the 
natural gas will be routed to the V-193 KO Drum. 

Fluid Removal 

From the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad, the natural gas will be routed down to the road 
connecting well pads SS-9 and SS-29. Since the captured natural gas contains small amounts of 
oil and brine from the reservoir, it will be routed through the V -193 KO Drum for fluid removal 
prior to disposition. The 36" line carrying the collected gas will be split into two lines and enter 
the V -193 KO Drum via a pair of 24" inlet nozzles. The V -193 KO Drum is an existing out of 
service 9' -6" 10 x 20'-0" T-T horizontal vessel that will be re-purposed for this service. This 
vessel will be installed on a new slab foundation to be poured at the edge of the road that 
connects well pads SS-9 and SS-29. 

To enhance the fluid removal capability of this vessel, it will be equipped with a pair of new 
demister pads. The fluids will be removed from V -193 via Slops Pump 25-P-1 to either a 
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vacuum truck or 55-gallon drums. The treated natural gas stream will exit V-193 via the single 
24" outlet nozzle and will be routed to the Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2. 

Capture Gas Blowers 

Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2 will route the natural gas to either the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. These 1 0 MMSCFD blowers take suction from the 
V-193 KO Drum, which operates at slight vacuum, and discharge the natural gas at 5 psig, 
sufficient for use by either the Capture Gas Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. 

The discharge of each blower may be routed to a bank of three Capture Gas Oxidizers via 14" 
carbon steel line, or to Carbon Capture. The discharge of Capture Gas Blower -2 may also be 
routed to the smaller Capture Gas Oxidizers. 

Capture Gas Oxidizers 

The captured gas may be burned using air in the Capture Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-1 AlBIC and 25-
IN-2 AlBIC. The oxidizers are arranged in a bank of three each, with Capture Gas Blower -1 
supplying 25-IN-1 AlBIC, and Capture Gas Blower -2 supplying 25-IN-2 AlBIC. 

Each oxidizer is equipped with a primary combustion air blower and four secondary air blowers . 
All of the air blowers are motor-driven with a total power requirement of 30 kW (480VI3160 
Hz). The oxidizers are equipped with pilots. To protect the system, each Capture Gas Oxidizer 
will have a flame arrestor installed immediately upstream. 

Carbon Capture Packages 

Prior to the arrival of the Capture Gas Oxidizers, odorants may be removed from the collected 
natural gas by passing the gas through the Carbon Capture Packages. These packages utilize two 
I 0,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas stream. 
Collected gas is provided to the packages by a 24" carbon steel line from the Capture Gas 
Blowers. Each package would be equipped with its own vent stack, flame arrestor, and nitrogen 
facilities to allow air-freeing of the unit prior to being placed into operation. The nitrogen would 
also serve as quench gas in the event of a temperature excursion in the carbon bed. 

The Carbon Capture Packages would remain on-site after installation of the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers to allow for odorant removal from the collected natural gas should the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers become unavailable due to atmospheric conditions. 

Test Incinerators 

To test the collection nozzles, the intention is to commission the system utilizing smaller Capture 
Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-3 A-G. These smaller incinerators are rated for 930,000 SCFD each, and 
equipped with capture natural gas blowers and combustion air blowers. These incinerators may 
be used to commission the collection system prior to the installation of the Capture Gas Blowers 
and larger Capture Gas Oxidizers. Up to four of the smaller incinerators may be available for 
use. Under Phase 2, these smaller incinerators would be supplied by a 14'' line from the V-193 
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KO Drum. The smaller incinerators would remain in service from Phase I supplementing the 
larger Capture Gas Oxidizers and taking their feed from Capture Gas Blower 25-BL-2. 

Power Generation 

Power for the Capture Gas Blowers and all of the Capture Gas Oxidizers will be provided by two 
diesel-powered generators in use and two on standby. Currently, these generators are sized to 
provide 700 KW and 1 MW of 480V/3/60 Hz power for the operation of the Capture Gas 
Blowers and Capture Gas Oxidizers, respectively. In addition, a third 700 KW diesel-powered 
generator would be used to provide power to the Carbon Capture Packages. 

Safety Measures 

The collection system is designed to operate above the upper flammability limit of methane (15 
vol% in air). To ensure that the system is operating as intended, redundant oxygen analyzers will 
be placed in the 36" line leaving well pad SS-29 and in the line exiting the V -193 KO Drum. 
The oxygen analyzers will be set to alarm if the oxygen concentration in the collected gas 
reaches 5 vol% (approximately 75 vol% natural gas in air) and to shut down the Capture Gas 
Blowers should the oxygen concentration reach 10 vol% (approximately 50 vol% natural gas in 
air). These set points are chosen to ensure operation far from the gas flammability limits. 

In addition to the safeguards for the collected natural gas, LEL area monitoring will be 
conducted to ensure that the natural gas plume issuing from Well SS-25 is not traveling in the 
direction of well pad SS-29. Although the distance between the well heads is approximately 800 
feet, a series of four LEL detectors will be installed between the well pads to alarm should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 50% of LEL, and to shut down the system should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 80% of LEL. 
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•16 JAN 14 p 1 :24 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of Case No. 137-76 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

INFRARED CAMERA MONITORING 
PROTOCOL FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 1, of the Findings and 

Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 

Respondent (SoCalGas) hereby submits the Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-

25. 

Overview: 

SoCalGas shall install at least one infrared capable camera that will continuously monitor gas 

release conditions at the SS-25 well head. The camera(s) will obtain thennographic imaging 

measurements. 

Approach: 

The camera(s) will capture images on a continuous feed basis. The District Executive Officer or 

his designee will approve the camera model selected by SoCalGas, and approval will not be 

unreasonably withheld. The camera(s) will be set up on a tri-pod to capture thermographic 

images of the SS-25 well area. The camera tripod shall be located approximately 1000-1500 feet 

from the SS-25 well, or such other location as approved by the Executive Officer or his designee 

with input from on-site observations by the District staff. 

There will be a stand-alone network system using 900 MHz Point-to-Point communication link 

from the mounted camera location to a location within the Facility. The 900 MHz modem will 

bridge to the local tri-pod to create a wireless local area network (WLAN). 

1 



Continuous Monitoring: 

Monitoring will be continuous (24 hours per day/7 days per week) and can be monitored directly 

at the Facility. Recorded data will be downloaded and maintained on a hard drive, with backup. 

The camera(s) will be inspected on a daily basis to ensure proper operation. Camera data shall 

be made available to the District upon request, as specified in the Conditions and Increments of 

Progress, paragraph 1, of the Order. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2016 12:38 AM
To: Rios, Gerardo
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information 
Attachments: Clean-SoCal Gas - Alison Canyon - Proposed Findings and Decision-4.docx; 

ATT00001.htm; Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00002.htm; Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-25.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; mjc aliso canyon lafevers declaration FINAL(4380725_1_LA)(2).pdf; 
ATT00004.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 7:59:19 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Richman, Lance" <Richman.Lance@epa.gov>, 
"Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Chew, Andrew" 
<Chew.Andrew@epa.gov>, "Basinger, David" <Basinger.David@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Harris‐Bishop, Rusty" <Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

FYI, 
 
Kathryn Lawrence  
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mohsen Nazemi" <MNazemi1@aqmd.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCalGas Company Aliso Canyon Information  

Hi Kay.  Attached please find the proposed Findings and Decisions, as well as the two 
Exhibits we have filed along with the Proposed Findings and Decisions.  In addition 
attached is the SoCalGas Company’srepresentative declaration for your 
information.  Thanks. 
  
Mohsen Nazemi, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Engineering & Compliance Office 



2

South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Phone No. (909)396-2662 
Fax No.      (909)396-3895 
mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41700 and  
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9 and 16, 2016 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Place:  Granada Hills Charter High 

School  
10535 Zelzah Avenue  
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9 and 16, 2016, 

pursuant to notice in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code (“H&S 

Code”) §40823 and District Rule 812.  The following members of the Hearing Board were present: 

Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David 

Holtzman.  Petitioner, Executive Officer, was represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy 

District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel.  Respondent 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent” or 

“SoCalGas”), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental Counsel, Southern 

California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, with the 
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firm of Latham & Watkins LLP.  The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 

received and the matter was submitted.  The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S 

Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution 

of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 

Tampa Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility”).  It is used to store natural gas in 

underground reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful.  

When demand is high and supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and 

distributed to customers.  The Facility is subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority 

of multiple agencies, including but not limited to the District, the CPUC and the California 

Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). 

3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from 

any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, 

detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which 

endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, 

or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s 

regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 

(the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage 

wells at the 3,600-acre Facility.  The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  

The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  

SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 
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6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the 

odor. 

7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to 

Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas 

leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when 

was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas 

into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to 

control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air 

monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural 

Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and 

Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in 

regards to controlling/eliminating the release of natural gas from the 

affected injection well site? 

8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the 

release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities.  On 

November 10, 2015, SoCalGas provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 

indicating its investigation of the events surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to 

Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 

402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code 

§41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. 
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10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of 

an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on 

October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by 

operating the Facility without creating a public nuisance. 

11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well 

site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence 

drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 

2016 or March 2016. 

14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted 

an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  

The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells 

that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that 

indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared camera observations reflected 

relatively minor leaks that were significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that 

would constitute a violation of current District rules.  SoCalGas had staff present during the District 

Inspectors’ Facility visit, and they represented that they were actively repairing leaks and that 

SoCalGas staff and consultants had been dispatched to check the location of leaks.  All the minor 

well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 have been repaired. 

16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and 

DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause 

analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the leak.  This joint 

agency investigation will likely address all technical aspects of the Well’s safety management 

system, including the role of deep subsurface valves. 
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17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to 

commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the 

leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility 

without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable 

to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will 

take at least three months to stop the leak. 

20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate 

rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities 

throughout the South Coast Basin. 

CONCLUSIONS 

21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to 

the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is 

intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to 

reduce any public health impacts that may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent 

solution is achieved. 

22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain 

conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions 

will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with 

SCAQMD rules and regulations. 

23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and 

regulations. 

24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not 

constitute a taking of property without due process of law. 

25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing 

Board hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a 

manner that violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with 

the following conditions and increments of progress: 

CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 

Leaking Well (SS-25) 

1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak 

at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  

Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of 

evidence.  To address any circumstances not specifically identified in the protocol, SoCalGas shall 

notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and 

propose modifications to the protocol to address them and refrain from implementing such 

modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing.  SoCalGas shall 

make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to District staff upon request 

for monitoring the Facility.  Any such monitoring by District staff shall be coordinated with 

SoCalGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility.  All infrared camera data collected by 

SoCalGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the District staff 

upon request.  In the event that such data is made available to the District, SoCalGas may identify 

the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts 

from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required 

permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.1  SoCalGas shall 

                                                 
1 The US EPA has announced its intention to form a task force of federal agencies to assess the safety of the proposed 
collection and incineration plan.  If the task force objects to the implementation of the plan, the matter will be brought 
before the Hearing Board for further proceedings. 
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begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence, to capture and dispose 

of natural gas that is leaking from the Well.  The plan shall include measures to estimate the 

quantity of natural gas captured, the disposition of the captured gas (incineration or carbon 

adsorption), and the destruction efficiency of gas incineration and/or capture efficiency of carbon 

adsorption.  The plan shall be implemented only if SoCalGas determines that it is safe to do so.  In 

the event that SoCalGas determines that it is not safe to implement the plan, SoCalGas will discuss 

the basis of its determination with District staff.  In the event that District staff disagrees with the 

determination by SoCalGas, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further 

proceedings.  Subject to the foregoing, measures identified in the plan shall be implemented 

according to the schedule set forth in the plan.  To address any circumstances not specifically 

identified in the plan, SoCalGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in writing of 

the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in 

writing. 

3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural 

gas injection or withdrawal. 

4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by: 

a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the 

Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  

SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, 

within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility; and 

b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner 

from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject 

only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

Section 451. 

5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected 
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into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through 

each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  All natural gas injection data shall be provided 

to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint 

site in a form acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant 

to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from 

disclosure under the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate 

the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the 

Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas 

withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas 

withdrawn through each of the 115 gas storage wells, on a daily basis.  For the purposes of this 

paragraph, “gas withdrawn” does not include natural gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the 

leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and SoCalGas is able to provide an 

inventory-based estimate.  All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided to the attention of the 

Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure Share Point site in a form 

acceptable to the District.  SoCalGas may identify the data as trade secret pursuant to California 

Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under 

the PRA.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade 

secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas 

and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity 

of methane that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory 

analysis.  SoCalGas shall also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions 

monitoring data, and methane and non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from 

the Well.  All such data shall be provided within seven (7) days upon request from the District in 

a manner and form acceptable to the District.  Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this 

paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as confidential data pursuant to California Government 

Code § 6254.7(e), which exempts from disclosure under the PRA data used to calculate emissions 
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data, and/or any other relevant exemption.  Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District 

shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well 

inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants.  

The program shall cover active and abandoned natural gas storage wells, water injection wells, 

and shallow zone oil production wells owned by SoCalGas. The program shall identify issues 

relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas’ existing well 

inspection and maintenance program.  The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall 

include the following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance 

of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the 

plan, including notice and participation by the District. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well 

inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports. 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to 

monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All 

daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for 

inspection by the District at the Facility. 

i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility 

property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made 

available for inspection by the District at the Facility 
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j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as 

feasibly possible. 

SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced well leak detection and reporting 

program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells.  The enhanced well leak detection and 

reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of 

the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact 

above.  

Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor 

hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous 

air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby 

school/community during the duration of this Order.  This plan is independent from any other air 

monitoring plan being performed by SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

Air Quality Notification Plan 

11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for 

approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.   

Health Study 

12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this 

Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the 

potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility 

relating to the Well leak, including but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butyl 

mercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby community.  The health study shall also analyze any 

health impacts from any odor suppressants or neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to 

mitigate odors in the nearby community.  The health study shall be completed by a third party 

approved by the District and SoCalGas, who shall not unreasonably withhold approval of the 
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contractor.  An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be established by the District to 

evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study results. 

Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or 

mitigate against odors from the Facility. 

Odor Complaints2 

14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the 

District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas 

beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of this Order, including, 

for each complaint: 

a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas. 

b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not 

limited to the street name and block number. 

c. A description of the complaint. 

d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided 

to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint 

data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the 

District. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the 

jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the 

District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The conditions of this Order 

shall not in any way restrict or expand the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that 

shares jurisdiction over the Facility with the District requires SoCalGas to take any action that is 

inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact the District by email at 

nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemil@aqmd.gov and describe the 

                                                 
2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone 
number, as confidential, to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive 

Officer or his designee. If the inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the 

Hearing Board in writing. If the inconsistency cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing 

before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only the provision in dispute shall 

be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this 

matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, 

or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever 

occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified. 

18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties 

upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code 

§42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be made only at a public 

hearing held upon ten (10) days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all 

rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing 

herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of 

Violation, or to seek civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders 

for abatement, or other administrative or legal relief. 

BOARD MEMBER:    

DATED:    

Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman  

Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 
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SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In tbe Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

PROPOSED PARTIAL NATURAL GAS 
CAPTURE SYSTEM PLAN FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Findings and 
Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 
Respondent (SoCa!Gas) hereby submits the Proposed Partial Natural Gas Capture System Plan 
for Well SS-25. Installation of the equipment described below and operation of the equipment 
according to the provisions set out below constitutes the "Plan" as set forth in the Conditions and 
Increments of Progress, paragraph 2, of the Order. 

To mitigate the potential effects of the SS-25 Incident leak, a partial natural gas capture system 
rated at 20 million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD) of leaking gas has been proposed for 
installation at the facility. Installation and operation of the proposed capture system, including 
any potential increases in gas capture above 20 million MMSCFD, is dependent upon site safety 
and feasibility considerations. 

Equipment has been designed with the goal of capturing a portion of the natural gas, removing 
the entrained fluids in the natural gas stream, and then sending the captured natural gas either to 
thermal oxidizers to bum the gas or a carbon adsorption system to remove the odorant from the 
gas. Since the proposed new temporary equipment is subject to permit approvals by the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (District), implementation of the plan consists of two 
phases. The total duration of the proposed two-phase project is anticipated to be 60 days if the 
leak at Well SS-25 is eliminated during that time period. If the leak continues longer than 60 
days, the project shall continue until the leak is eliminated. 

The first phase of the project uses contractor-owned equipment available in the District. During 
Phase 1 of the project, there will be four contractor-owned thennal oxidizers, each rated at about 
42 million BTU/Hr, and each capable of burning about 1 MMSCFD of natural gas. There will 
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also be two sets of carbon adsorption systems in service. These contractor-owned packages 
utilize two 10,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas 
stream. All portable thermal oxidizers and carbon adsorption systems will have their own 
blowers. Electricity will be provided by up to two portable diesel internal combustion engine 
driven electric generators . The thermal oxidizers a!'ld carbon adsorption equipment is covered by 
existing District permits for potiable equipment; however, experimental and research permits 
subject to District approval for the installation and contractor use of Phase I equipment are 
needed at this site because the existing portable equipment pennits do not reference the use of 
the equipment at this specific natural-gas storage facility. The portable engine generators are 
registered under the California Air Resources Board Portable Equipment Registration Program. 

The second phase would utilize new equipment owned by SoCalGas and subject to District 
approvals in addition to the carbon bed equipment noted below. Under Phase 2, SoCalGas 
proposes to install a knock-out vessel (V-193), two Lone Star Model MC18-06 electric motor 
driven capture gas blowers, one 5 gallon per minute (gpm) electric slops pump, and six thermal 
oxidizers of 5 MMSCFD each. SoCalGas plans to have the two sets of contractor-owned carbon 
adsorption systems (used in Phase I) in standby for Phase 2. The project will also include two 1 
MW diesel internal combustion engine driven generators (one in use and one on standby) to 
supplement site power for capture gas oxidizers, and two 700 KW diesel internal combustion 
engine driven generators for the capture gas blowers and other lighting and instrumentation. 

Provided below are details on the partial gas capture system. 

Gas Collection 

One collection nozzle will be placed adjacent to the well head in the pathway of the leaking gas. 
This installation will consist of one 36" collection nozzle, that will extend into the depression 
around the well head and will be supported by well head bridge structures. From the collection 
nozzle, the natural gas will be routed to the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad via a 36" 
carbon steel pipe. This piping will be supported by the bridge structure while over the 
depression and will rest at-grade once clear of the depression. From the SS-25 Well pad, the 
natural gas will be routed to the V-193 KO Drum. 

Fluid Removal 

From the northwest edge of the SS-25 Well pad, the natural gas will be routed down to the road 
connecting well pads SS-9 and SS-29. Since the captured natural gas contains small amounts of 
oil and brine from the reservoir, it will be routed through the V -193 KO Drum for fluid removal 
prior to disposition. The 36" line carrying the collected gas will be split into two lines and enter 
the V -193 KO Drum via a pair of 24" inlet nozzles. The V -193 KO Drum is an existing out of 
service 9' -6" 10 x 20'-0" T-T horizontal vessel that will be re-purposed for this service. This 
vessel will be installed on a new slab foundation to be poured at the edge of the road that 
connects well pads SS-9 and SS-29. 

To enhance the fluid removal capability of this vessel, it will be equipped with a pair of new 
demister pads. The fluids will be removed from V -193 via Slops Pump 25-P-1 to either a 
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vacuum truck or 55-gallon drums. The treated natural gas stream will exit V-193 via the single 
24" outlet nozzle and will be routed to the Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2. 

Capture Gas Blowers 

Capture Gas Blowers 25-BL-1 and 25-BL-2 will route the natural gas to either the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. These 1 0 MMSCFD blowers take suction from the 
V-193 KO Drum, which operates at slight vacuum, and discharge the natural gas at 5 psig, 
sufficient for use by either the Capture Gas Oxidizers or the Carbon Capture Packages. 

The discharge of each blower may be routed to a bank of three Capture Gas Oxidizers via 14" 
carbon steel line, or to Carbon Capture. The discharge of Capture Gas Blower -2 may also be 
routed to the smaller Capture Gas Oxidizers. 

Capture Gas Oxidizers 

The captured gas may be burned using air in the Capture Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-1 AlBIC and 25-
IN-2 AlBIC. The oxidizers are arranged in a bank of three each, with Capture Gas Blower -1 
supplying 25-IN-1 AlBIC, and Capture Gas Blower -2 supplying 25-IN-2 AlBIC. 

Each oxidizer is equipped with a primary combustion air blower and four secondary air blowers . 
All of the air blowers are motor-driven with a total power requirement of 30 kW (480VI3160 
Hz). The oxidizers are equipped with pilots. To protect the system, each Capture Gas Oxidizer 
will have a flame arrestor installed immediately upstream. 

Carbon Capture Packages 

Prior to the arrival of the Capture Gas Oxidizers, odorants may be removed from the collected 
natural gas by passing the gas through the Carbon Capture Packages. These packages utilize two 
I 0,000-pound activated carbon beds each to adsorb the odorants from the natural gas stream. 
Collected gas is provided to the packages by a 24" carbon steel line from the Capture Gas 
Blowers. Each package would be equipped with its own vent stack, flame arrestor, and nitrogen 
facilities to allow air-freeing of the unit prior to being placed into operation. The nitrogen would 
also serve as quench gas in the event of a temperature excursion in the carbon bed. 

The Carbon Capture Packages would remain on-site after installation of the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers to allow for odorant removal from the collected natural gas should the Capture Gas 
Oxidizers become unavailable due to atmospheric conditions. 

Test Incinerators 

To test the collection nozzles, the intention is to commission the system utilizing smaller Capture 
Gas Oxidizers 25-IN-3 A-G. These smaller incinerators are rated for 930,000 SCFD each, and 
equipped with capture natural gas blowers and combustion air blowers. These incinerators may 
be used to commission the collection system prior to the installation of the Capture Gas Blowers 
and larger Capture Gas Oxidizers. Up to four of the smaller incinerators may be available for 
use. Under Phase 2, these smaller incinerators would be supplied by a 14'' line from the V-193 

3 

LA\4382757.1 



KO Drum. The smaller incinerators would remain in service from Phase I supplementing the 
larger Capture Gas Oxidizers and taking their feed from Capture Gas Blower 25-BL-2. 

Power Generation 

Power for the Capture Gas Blowers and all of the Capture Gas Oxidizers will be provided by two 
diesel-powered generators in use and two on standby. Currently, these generators are sized to 
provide 700 KW and 1 MW of 480V/3/60 Hz power for the operation of the Capture Gas 
Blowers and Capture Gas Oxidizers, respectively. In addition, a third 700 KW diesel-powered 
generator would be used to provide power to the Carbon Capture Packages. 

Safety Measures 

The collection system is designed to operate above the upper flammability limit of methane (15 
vol% in air). To ensure that the system is operating as intended, redundant oxygen analyzers will 
be placed in the 36" line leaving well pad SS-29 and in the line exiting the V -193 KO Drum. 
The oxygen analyzers will be set to alarm if the oxygen concentration in the collected gas 
reaches 5 vol% (approximately 75 vol% natural gas in air) and to shut down the Capture Gas 
Blowers should the oxygen concentration reach 10 vol% (approximately 50 vol% natural gas in 
air). These set points are chosen to ensure operation far from the gas flammability limits. 

In addition to the safeguards for the collected natural gas, LEL area monitoring will be 
conducted to ensure that the natural gas plume issuing from Well SS-25 is not traveling in the 
direction of well pad SS-29. Although the distance between the well heads is approximately 800 
feet, a series of four LEL detectors will be installed between the well pads to alarm should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 50% of LEL, and to shut down the system should the 
flammable gas concentration reach 80% of LEL. 
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In the Matter of Case No. 137-76 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ALISO 
CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

INFRARED CAMERA MONITORING 
PROTOCOL FOR WELL SS-25 

Pursuant to the Conditions and Increments of Progress, paragraph 1, of the Findings and 

Decision For An Order For Abatement Upon Stipulation, filed in the above-referenced matter, 

Respondent (SoCalGas) hereby submits the Infrared Camera Monitoring Protocol for Well SS-

25. 

Overview: 

SoCalGas shall install at least one infrared capable camera that will continuously monitor gas 

release conditions at the SS-25 well head. The camera(s) will obtain thennographic imaging 

measurements. 

Approach: 

The camera(s) will capture images on a continuous feed basis. The District Executive Officer or 

his designee will approve the camera model selected by SoCalGas, and approval will not be 

unreasonably withheld. The camera(s) will be set up on a tri-pod to capture thermographic 

images of the SS-25 well area. The camera tripod shall be located approximately 1000-1500 feet 

from the SS-25 well, or such other location as approved by the Executive Officer or his designee 

with input from on-site observations by the District staff. 

There will be a stand-alone network system using 900 MHz Point-to-Point communication link 

from the mounted camera location to a location within the Facility. The 900 MHz modem will 

bridge to the local tri-pod to create a wireless local area network (WLAN). 
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Continuous Monitoring: 

Monitoring will be continuous (24 hours per day/7 days per week) and can be monitored directly 

at the Facility. Recorded data will be downloaded and maintained on a hard drive, with backup. 

The camera(s) will be inspected on a daily basis to ensure proper operation. Camera data shall 

be made available to the District upon request, as specified in the Conditions and Increments of 

Progress, paragraph 1, of the Order. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
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CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Adams, Elizabeth
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:19 AM
To: Rios, Gerardo
Subject: FW: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

Fyi on Aliso Canyon 
 
Elizabeth J. Adams 
Acting Director Air Division 
US EPA Region 9 
work 415‐972‐3183 
cell: 415‐297‐4308 
 

From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:35 AM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Steckel, Andrew <Steckel.Andrew@epa.gov>; Machol, Ben 
<Machol.Ben@epa.gov>; Davidson, Ken <Davidson.Ken@epa.gov>; Tong, Stanley <Tong.Stanley@epa.gov>; Jordan, 
Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:47 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt 
<Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, 
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Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, 
"Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, 
"LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
  
Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
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FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and 
Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 



2

KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Social Media:                          
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Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Reyes, Deldi
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:41 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Johnson, Kathleen
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA

FYI ‐ apologies if you’re already on this list. 
 
 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:03 AM 
To: Reyes, Deldi 
Subject: News from OEHHA 

 
OEHHA is providing assistance to the SCAQMD and the LAPH in evaluating potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
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The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately six weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.    
The results of that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels  
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page  

 
  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

  

 

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to reyes.deldi@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Manzanilla, Enrique; Minor, Dustin; 

Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Mogharabi, Nahal; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, 

Frances; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Nazmi, Niloufar; 
Berg, Elizabeth; Allen, HarryL; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Rongone, Marie; Johnson, 
Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, 
Allan; Riedel, Brian; Higuchi, Dean; Gaudario, Abigail; Kwok, Frances

Subject: EPA Response to Rep. Brad Sherman's December 10th Letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 

Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Contacts: Lauren Wolman; Scott Abrams

All –  
 
For your records, attached is the final response dated December 24, 2015 to Congressman Brad Sherman 
regarding Aliso Canyon. I have closed the letter out in our Congressional Correspondence Management System. 
I have attached the outgoing response, incoming letter, and control information for your reference. Thanks to 
everyone who worked and/or reviewed the response.  
 

AL-16-000-2291 
 

Liaison: Maier 

Rep. Brad Sherman 
(D-CA-30) 

Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Leak 

Jeremy 
Johnstone 
(SFD-9-3) 

12/25/15 Regional 
Administrator 

Closed – 
Response sent on 

12/24/15 

 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415‐947‐4256, maier.brent@epa.gov , Brent will be back in the office on 
Tuesday, December 29. 



2

 
Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs 
US EPA, Region 9,  Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808‐541‐2711 
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
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CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 ‐ Enacted ‐ H.R. 1321: Microbead‐Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D‐CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
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follow‐up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R‐CA‐1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL‐16‐000‐2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D‐NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2015/12/Letter‐to‐Regional‐Administrator‐Jared‐
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1‐hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8‐hr ozone standard.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Jones, Joel E.
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:56 AM
To: Salazar, Matt; Chew, Andrew
Cc: Miller, Amy
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

FYI  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:47:20 AM PST 
To: "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Jones, Joel E." <Jones.Joel@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, 
"Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, 
"Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, 
"Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" 
<Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
  
Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
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Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, 
Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" 
<Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that 
Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, 
and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 

 
 
 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Jones, Joel E.
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:25 PM
To: Salazar, Matt
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order
Attachments: proposed-findings-decision-(conformed).pdf; ATT00001.htm

FYI 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:58 PM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:32:06 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, 
"Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order 

Attached fyi is a copy of the staff‐prepared draft abatement order that referred to in Alexis’ email 
below… 
  
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
  

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:22 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order 
  
  
  
Enrique Manzanilla 
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Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
  

From: Blumenfeld, Jared  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:17 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 11:52:22 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order 

I can put a shorter version of this in your weekend note to Gina and Matt.  I summarized this from a long LA Times release which 
includes the new admin order: 
  
Southern California Gas Co. has stipulated to an 11-page South Coast AQMD administrative order covering plans to capture and 
incinerate some of the natural gas from its leaking well .  Next week, SoCalGas will deploy equipment to burn off methane and the 
foul-smelling sulfur-like additives (used for leak detection, and the likely cause of the headaches, nausea, nosebleeds and other 
symptoms that residents are reporting). The gas company plans to use carbon adsorbers and thermal oxidizers to capture and burn 
some of the gas being released using an enclosed flame that is not visible, considered a partial solution (as they cannot capture all 
leaking gas).  The company will take precautions to avoid igniting flammable methane gas at the site, and plans to collect gas at the 
leaking well and pipe it to incineration equipment at a distance from the leak. 

Using an infrared camera, South Coast AQMD inspectors found 15 of the 16 wells they assessed to be leaking from their valves, 
fittings and flanges. The leaks were considered “relatively minor,” and below levels that would violate the agency’s air quality 
regulations.  There are 115 such wells on site.  The company later repaired those leaks. 

The order requires the company to fund a health study on the potential impacts to the community, to pay for stepped-up air 
monitoring at the facility and in Porter Ranch, and to continuously monitor the leak with an infrared camera.  The gas company 
would have to improve its leak detection, reporting and inspection practices, to withdraw the maximum amount of gas from the 
storage facility “in a contained and safe manner” as quickly as possible, and provide records to air quality regulators, including 
over 1,600 odor complaints it has received, the amount of gas it has injected and withdrawn from the facility (which can hold 86 
billion cubic feet of natural gas). 

The order must be approved by the air district’s five-member board at a hearing Saturday morning at Granada Hills High School, 
where it will hear from air district attorneys and take public testimony. 
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

In the Matter of 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Case No. 137-76 

FINDINGS AND DECISION FOR AN 
ORDER FOR ABATEMENT UPON 
STIPULATION 

Health and Safety Code §41 700 and 
District Rule 402 

Hearing Date: January 9, 2016 
Time: 9:00a.m. 
Place: Granada Hills Charter High School 

10535 Zelzah Avenue 
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

20 This Petition for a Stipulated Order for Abatement was heard on January 9, 2016, pursuant to notice 

21 in accordance with the provisions of California Health and Safety Code ("H&S Code") §40823 and District 

22 Rule 812. The following members of the Hearing Board were present: Edward Camarena, Chair; Patricia 

23 Byrd, Vice Chair; Julie Prussack; Clifton Lee, M.D.; and David Holtzman. Petitioner, Executive Officer, was 

24 represented by Nancy S. Feldman, Principal Deputy District Counsel, and Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior 

25 Deputy District Counsel. Respondent SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred 

26 to as "Respondent" or "SoCalGas"), was represented by Vincent M. Gonzales, Senior Environmental 

27 Counsel, Southern California Gas Company, and Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll, attorneys at law, 

28 with the firm of Latham & Watkins LLP. The public was given the opportunity to testify, evidence was 
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1 received and the matter was submitted. The Hearing Board finds and decides as follows: 

2 FINDINGS OF FACT 

3 1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S Code 

4 §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the responsibility for 

5 comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

6 2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural 

7 gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities 

8 Commission (CPUC). SoCalGas' Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 Tampa Avenue, 

9 Northridge, California 91326 (the "Facility"). It is used to store natural gas in underground reservoirs during 

10 periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful. When demand is high and supplies are scarce, 

11 gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and distributed to customers. The Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is 

12 subject to the jurisdiction and, in various aspects, authority of multiple agencies, including but not limited to 

13 the District, the CPUC and the California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 

14 Resources (DOGGR). 

15 3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from any source 

16 whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, 

17 or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, 

18 health or safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury 

19 or damage to business or property. 

20 4. SoCalGas' Facility is located within the District's jurisdiction and subject to the District's 

21 regulations. In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the "Well"). 

22 The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage wells at the 3,600-acre 

23 Facility. The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

24 5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well. The 

25 natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant. SoCalGas' 

26 efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date. 

27 6. Beginning on October 23, 2015 , and continuing through the present, the District has received 

28 over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the SoCalGas Facility as the source of the odor. 

2 
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7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent, 

2 requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information: 

3 a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas leak? 

4 b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when was each step 

5 taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air? 

6 c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCaiGas to control/eliminate odors 

7 from the affected well injection site? 

8 d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air monitoring 

9 plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling? 

10 e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources 

11 Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 

12 (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the 

13 release of natural gas from the affected injection well site? 

14 8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the release of 

15 natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to prevent odors from 

16 natural gas, including odorants, from impacting the nearby communities. On November 10, 2015, SoCalGas 

17 provided a written response to Notice to Comply E-26893 indicating its investigation of the events 

18 surrounding the incident and response efforts are ongoing. 

19 9. On November 23 , 2015 , the District issued Notice ofViolation (NOV) P62646 to Respondent 

20 alleging an ongoing odor public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 . The District 

21 alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 

22 since October 24, 2015 . 

23 10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas' creation of an alleged 

24 public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, and 

25 continuing through the present and until SoCalGas achieves compliance by operating its Facility without 

26 creating a public nuisance. 

27 I I I 

28 I I I 
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11. On November 18, 2015 , the DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, 

2 among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well site 

3 preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence. 

4 12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence drilling the 

5 relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2. 

6 13. SoCa1Gas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 2016 or 

7 March 2016. 

8 14. On December 9 and 10, 2015 , District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted an 

9 infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged odor nuisance. The 

10 District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to health and safety reasons. 

11 15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells that were 

12 not accessible. District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that indicated leaking 

13 valves, fittings, and/or flanges. The infrared camera observations reflected relatively minor leaks that were 

14 significantly less than the leak at Well SS-25 and below levels that would constitute a violation of current 

15 District rules. SoCaiGas had staff present during the District Inspector's Facility visit, and they represented 

16 that they were actively repairing leaks and that SoCaiGas ' staff and consultants had been dispatched to check 

17 the location of leaks. All the minor well leaks discovered by District Inspectors on December 9 and 10, 2015 

18 have been repaired . 

19 16. On December 19, 2015 , SoCaiGas notified the District that it intended to commence drilling 

20 a second relief well in mid-January 2016. 

21 17. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due to 

22 the natural gas leak at the Well SS-25 which directed that certain actions related to the leak be taken by 

23 SoCalGas and various state agencies. 

24 18. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without 

25 being in violation ofH&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402. SoCaiGas has been unable to stop discharging 

26 air pollutants impacting nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will take at least three months to 

27 stop the leak. 

28 I I I 
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1 19. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate rulemaking to 

2 govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities throughout the South Coast Basin. 

3 CONCLUSIONS 

4 20. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the odor 

5 nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations. This Order is intended to help reduce 

6 air emissions impacts to the nearby communities, implement steps to reduce any public health impacts that 

7 may exist, and alleviate odors while a more permanent solution is achieved. 

8 21. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions on 

9 Respondent's operation of its Facility. The District believes that such conditions will bring Respondent's 

10 operation in compliance with the District's rules. 

11 22. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations. 

12 23. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a full y noticed hearing would not constitute a 

13 taking of property without due process of law. 

14 24. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 

15 ORDER 

16 THEREFORE, subject to the aforesaid statements and good cause appearing, the Hearing Board 

17 hereby orders Respondent to immediately cease and desist from operating the Facility in a manner that 

18 violates H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402, or in the alternative comply with the following conditions 

19 and increments of progress : 

20 CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS 1 

21 

22 1 Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of 
multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the California 

23 Air Resources Board, the California Public Utilities Commission, and the California Department of Conservation 
Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources . The conditions of this Order shall not in any way restrict or expand 

24 the scope of jurisdiction of any agency. If any agency that shares jurisdiction over the Aliso Canyon Facility with the 

25 
SCAQMD requires SoCalGas to take any action that is inconsistent with this Order, SoCalGas shall immediately contact 
the SCAQMD by email at nsanchez@aqmd.gov, nfeldman@aqmd.gov, and mnazemi I @aqmd .gov and describe the 

26 
inconsistent provisions. SoCalGas shall endeavor to resolve the inconsistency with the Executive Officer or his designee. 
Ifthe inconsistency is resolved, SoCalGas shall immediately inform the Hearing Board in writing. lfthe inconsistency 
cannot be resolved, SoCalGas shall notice a hearing before the Board for further proceedings. At such proceeding, only 

27 the provision in dispute shall be resolved by the Hearing Board while the other conditions in this Order shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

28 
5 
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Leaking Well (SS-25) 

2 1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak at the 

3 Well has ceased, SoCaiGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera. Monitoring 

4 shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be submitted prior to the close of evidence. To address 

5 any circumstances not specifically identified in the plan, SoCaiGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his 

6 designee, in writing of the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them 

7 and refrain from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification 

8 in writing. SoCaiGas shall make a second infrared camera or equivalent available at the Facility to 

9 SCAQMD staff upon request for monitoring the Facility. Any such monitoring by SCAQMD staff shall be 

10 coordinated with SoCaiGas to ensure the safety of all persons at the Facility. All infrared camera data 

11 collected by SoCaiGas shall be maintained for the duration of this Order and made available to the 

12 SCAQMD staff upon request. In the event that such data is made available to the SCAQMD, SoCalGas 

13 may identify the data as confidential data pursuant to California Government Code§ 6254.7(e), which 

14 exempts from disclosure under the California Public Records Act (PRA) data used to calculate emissions 

15 data, and/or any other relevant exemption. Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall 

16 evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

17 2. Within 10 days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required permits 

18 from SCAQMD or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later, SoCalGas shall begin implementing 

19 the plan, to be submitted prior to the close of evidence to: (1) minimize additional natural gas leaking from 

20 the Well; and (2) capture and dispose of natural gas that is leaking from the Well. Measures identified in 

21 the plan shall be implemented according to the schedule set forth in the plan. To address any circumstances 

22 not specifically identified in the plan, SoCaiGas shall notify the Executive Officer or his designee, in 

23 writing of the circumstances in question and propose modifications to the plan to address them and refrain 

24 from implementing such modifications until such time as the District approves the modification in writing. 

25 Facility 

26 3. SoCaiGas shall stop all gas injection into the Facility's underground reservoir until the leak 

27 at the Well has ceased subject only to SoCalGas' obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and 

28 delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code Section 451. SoCalGas shall provide 
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notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, within 24 hours of any gas injection into the Facility mandated 

2 by the PUC. 

3 4. SoCaiGas shall withdraw the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner from 

4 the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of the Order, subject only to SoCaiGas ' obligation to furnish 

5 and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas as mandated by California Public Utilities Code 

6 Section 451 . 

7 5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has 

8 ceased, SoCaiGas shall provide the SCAQMD the estimated amount of natural gas injected into the Facility' s 

9 underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas injected through each of the 115 gas storage 

10 wells, on a daily basis. All natural gas injection data shall be provided to the attention of the Executive Officer 

11 or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint site in a form acceptable to SCAQMD. SoCaiGas 

12 may identify the data as a trade secret pursuant to California Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), 

13 which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under the PRA. Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the 

14 District shall evaluate the claim of a trade secret pursuant to its PRA policies and California Law. 

15 6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has 

16 ceased, SoCaiGas shall provide the SCAQMD the estimated total amount of natural gas withdrawn from the 

17 Facility's underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of natural gas withdrawn through each of the gas 

18 storage wells, on a daily basis. For the purposes ofthis paragraph, "gas withdrawn" does not include natural 

19 gas lost to the atmosphere as a result of the leak, which will be determined after the leak has ceased and 

20 SoCaiGas is able to provide an inventory-based estimate. All natural gas withdrawal data shall be provided 

21 to the attention of the Executive Officer or his designee, on a weekly basis via a secure SharePoint site in a 

22 form acceptable to SCAQMD. SoCaiGas may identify the data as a trade secret pursuant to California 

23 Government Code §§ 6254(k) and 6254.7(d), which exempt trade secrets from disclosure under the PRA. 

24 Upon receipt of a PRA request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of trade secret pursuant to its 

25 PRA policies and California Law. 

26 7. SoCaiGas shall provide the SCAQMD any data collected and/or recorded by SoCaiGas 

27 and/or its contractors since October 23 , 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity of methane 

28 that has escaped from the Well using established methodology for shut in inventory analysis. SoCaiGas shall 
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also provide any wind/meteorological data for the Facility, air emissions monitoring data, and methane and 

2 non-methane natural gas components laboratory data taken from the Well. All such data shall be provided 

3 within seven (7) days upon request from the SCAQMD in a manner and form acceptable to the SCAQMD. 

4 Any data provided to the SCAQMD pursuant to this paragraph may be designated by SoCalGas as 

5 confidential data pursuant to California Government Code § 6254. 7( e), which exempts from disclosure under 

6 the PRA data used to calculate emissions data, and/or any other relevant exemption. Upon receipt of a PRA 

7 request for the data, the District shall evaluate the claim of confidentiality pursuant to its PRA policies and 

8 California Law. 

9 8. Within 10 days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the 

1 0 Executive Officer an enhanced leak detection and reporting natural gas storage well inspection program to 

11 proactively identify and mitigate potential emissions of air contaminants. The program shall identify issues 

12 relating to leak detection and reporting beyond those contained in SoCalGas ' existing natural gas storage well 

13 maintenance and prevention program. The enhanced leak detection and reporting program shall include the 

14 following elements specifically related to air emissions: 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 Il l 

28 I l l 

a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance of such wells 

at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the plan, including notice and 

participation by the SCAQMD. 

b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance. 

c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well inspections. 

d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections. 

e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed. 

f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns. 

g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports . 

h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to monitor 

SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property. All daily infrared camera 

data shall be retained and made available for inspection by the SCAQMD at the Facility. 

8 
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1 1. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility property shall 

2 be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made available for inspection by the 

3 SCAQMD at the Facility 

4 J. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as feasibly 

5 possible. 

6 SoCalGas shall prioritize and conduct the enhanced natural gas storage well leak detection and 

7 reporting program based on criteria relevant to the risk of well leakage from the Facility, including 

8 maintenance, condition, age and/or emissions from wells. The enhanced natural gas storage well leak 

9 detection and reporting program shall prioritize inspection of all the wells based on data obtained indicating 

10 which wells may require repair and/or maintenance based on age and/or leaks. 

11 Continuous Air Monitoring Plan 

12 9. SoCalGas shall provide the SCAQMD with funding for SCAQMD staff or contractor hired 

13 by SCAQMD, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous air monitoring plan, 

14 including a methane monitor network at the Facility property, for the nearby school/community during the 

15 duration of this Order. This plan is independent from any other air monitoring plan being performed by 

16 SoCalGas, or in conjunction with any other agency. 

1 7 Health Study 

18 10. SoCalGas shall provide the SCAQMD within 10 days from the issuance of this Order, a 

19 written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the potential impacts of the 

20 exposure to the constituents of the natural gas released from the Facility relating to the Well leak, including 

21 but not limited to tetrahydrothiophene and tertiary-butylmercaptan, potentially affecting the nearby 

22 community. The health study shall also analyze any health impacts from any odor suppressants or 

23 neutralizers, and their byproducts, if any, used to mitigate other odors in the nearby community. The health 

24 study shall be completed by a third party approved by the SCAQMD and SoCalGas, who shall not 

25 unreasonably withhold approval of the contractor. An advisory committee of subject matter experts shall be 

26 established by SCAQMD to evaluate the field data collection and analysis methods as well as proposed study 

27 results. 

28 I I I 
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Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers 

2 11. SoCaJGas shall submit a permit application to the SCAQMD for the use of any odor 

3 suppressants or odor neutralizers, and for any equipment used for their dispersion. 

4 12. SCAQMD may petition the Hearing Board to allow SoCaiGas to install and operate 

5 equipment prior to obtaining an SCAQMD permit to construct/operate if the use of the equipment will reduce 

6 and/or mitigate odors from the Facility and result in operations by SoCaJGas that furthers compliance with 

7 District Rule 402 and H&S Code §41700. 

8 13 . SoCaiGas shall comply with any Proposition 65 notice requirements, including those that are 

9 triggered by a detectable and significant exposure to any Proposition 65 listed chemical that is present in the 

10 odor suppressants or neutralizers. 

11 Odor Complaints2 

12 14. In accordance with any applicable privacy Jaws or regulations, SoCaiGas shall provide the 

13 SCAQMD (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCaiGas beginning on 

14 and after October 23,2015 and continuing for the duration ofthe Order, including, for each complaint: 

15 a. The date and time it was reported to SoCaJGas. 

16 b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not limited to the 

17 street name and block number. 

18 c. A description ofthe complaint. 

19 d. Complaint data received after the tssuance of this Order shall be provided to the 

20 SCAQMD (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis. All complaint data shall be 

21 provided to SCAQMD in a manner and form acceptable to SCAQMD. 

22 GENERAL CONDITIONS 

23 15. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on _______ _ to review the status of this 

24 matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order. 

25 I I I 

26 

27 2 SCAQMD maintains complainant personal information, such as name, address and telephone number, as confidential, 

28 
to the extent allowed by state and federal law. 
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16. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, or until 

2 Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever occurs first, unless the 

3 Order is amended or modified. 

4 17. The Hearing Board may modify the Order for Abatement without the stipulation of the parties 

5 upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code §42451(a) 

6 and District Rule 806(a) . Any modification of the Order shall be made only at a public hearing held upon 10 

7 days published notice and appropriate written notice to Respondent. 

8 18. This Order for Abatement is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to 

9 all rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law. Nothing herein 

10 shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of the District to issue Notices of Violation, or to seek 

11 civil penalties, criminal penalties, or injunctive relief, or to seek further orders for abatement, or other 

12 administrative or legal relief. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

BOARD MEMBER: 

DATED: 

17 Prepared by Nicholas A. Sanchez and Nancy S. Feldman 

18 Reviewed by Robert A. Wyman and Michael J. Carroll 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
1 1 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:31 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Allen, HarryL; Manzanilla, Enrique; Johnson, Kathleen; 

Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; 
Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Maier, Brent
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Incoming from Rep. Sherman to the Administrator, I think that we can assume it will controlled to the Region for 
action/response. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Basinger, David
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Salazar, Matt
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement
Attachments: Petition for OA.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
 

From: Johnson, Kathleen  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 10:46 AM 
To: Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David 
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 

 
fyi 
 
Kathleen H. Johnson 
Director, Enforcement Division 
U.S. EPA ‐ Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street ENF‐1 
San Francisco, CA 94015 
415/972‐3873 
johnson.kathleen@epa.gov 
 

From: Johnson, Kathleen  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:37 AM 
To: Miller, Amy <Miller.Amy@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; 
Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 

 
Please pass along to anyone else involved in Aliso.  South Coast issued an order of abatement for the release late 
yesterday..  I’ll be talking with Mohsen later today about potential follow‐on penalty actions, but it looks like South 
Coast is taking on the immediate problems at the facility. 
 
Kathleen H. Johnson 
Director, Enforcement Division 
U.S. EPA ‐ Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street ENF‐1 
San Francisco, CA 94015 
415/972‐3873 
johnson.kathleen@epa.gov 
 

From: Mohsen Nazemi [mailto:MNazemi1@aqmd.gov]  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:28 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 
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FYI.  
 
Mohsen Nazemi 
 



1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

2 NICHOLAS A. SANCHEZ, SBN 207998 
SENIOR DEPUTY DISTRICT COUNSEL 

3 Email: nsanchez@aqmd.gov 
21865 Copley Drive 

4 Diamond Bar, California 91765-0940 
TEL: 909.396.3400 • FAX: 909.396.2961 

5 
Attorneys for Petitioner 

6 South Coast Air Quality Management District 

SO UT! ' COAS T .1\ 0HO 
c L E R •·. Y - ·; .:: R o /, r-, L ~, 

·15 DEC 10 P4 :26 

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

7 

8 

9 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

10 

11 In the Matter of CASE NO. \':lJ -~ tfl.J, 

12 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, PETITION FOR A CONTESTED ORDER 

13 FOR ABATEMENT 

14 

15 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 

Health and Safety Code § 41700 and 
District Rule 402 

16 ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY, 

17 

18 

19 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Hearing Date: January 9, 2016 
Time: To Be Determined 
Place: To Be Determined 

20 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as 

21 "District" or "Petitioner") petitions the District Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement directed to 

22 Respondent SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as "Respondent" or 

23 "SoCal Gas"). The District alleges as follows: 

24 1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to Health and 

25 Safety Code §40000, et seq., and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

26 responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

27 2. SoCal Gas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural 

28 gas in the Southern California area. SoCal Gas' Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 Tampa 

Southern California Gas Company, Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Facility ID #800128) 
Petition for An Order for Abatement 



1 Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the "Facility"). It is used to store natural gas in underground 

2 reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful. When demand is high and 

3 supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the FacilitY and distributed to customers. 

4 3. California Health and Safety Code ("H&S Code") Section 41700 and District Rule 

5 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other 

6 material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or 

7 to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or 

8 which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

9 4. SoCal Gas ' Facility is located within the District's jurisdiction and subject to the District's 

10 regulations. In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the 

11 "Well"). The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage wells at the 

12 3,600-acre Facility. The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

13 5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

14 has received over 1,400 odor complaints alleging the SoCal Gas ' Facility as the source. 

15 6. The District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent on or about November 5, 

16 2015 requiring SoCal Gas to provide the following information: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 I I I 

a. On what date and how did SoCal Gas first become aware of the natural gas leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site and when each step 

was taken, did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCal Gas to control/eliminate 

odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been to SoCal Gas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) 

for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources 

Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 

or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the release of 

natural gas from the affected injection well site? 

2 
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1 f. SoC a! Gas is hereby required to safely and as soon as possible stop the release of natural 

2 gas resulting from the affected well site and all of its associate appurtenances, so as to 

3 prevent odors from natural gas and mercaptans being released impacting the nearby 

4 communities. A true and correct copy ofNotice to Comply E-26893 is attached hereto 

5 as Exhibit A. 

6 7. The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation ofH&S Code 

7 Section 41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. The District issued Notice ofViolation P62646 

8 to Respondent on or about November 23 , 2015 for violation ofH&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402. A true and correct copy ofNotice of Violation P62646 is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

10 8. The District asserts Notice of Violation P62646 includes violations of SoCal Gas ' creation 

11 of a public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, 

12 and continuing through the present, until SoCal Gas achieves compliance by operating their Facility without 

13 creating a public nuisance. 

14 9. The District alleges that Respondent is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without 

15 being in violation of H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 402. SoCal Gas has been unable to stop 

16 discharging air pollutant releases impacting the nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will take 

17 at least three months to mitigate the situation. 

18 10. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the 

19 nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations. The Order is intended to help reduce 

20 air emissions impacts to the nearby communities and implement adequate steps to remedy the situation. 

21 11. Respondent notified the District on December 3, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2, of 

22 their commencement of drilling a relief well at the Facility on December 4, 2015 . Respondent has informed 

23 the District they intend to drill a second relief well, but is yet to provide the date of drilling. 

24 12. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions 

25 on Respondent's operation of its Facility. The District believes that such conditions will bring Respondent's 

26 operation in compliance with the District ' s rules. 

27 13 . 

28 I I I 

It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations. 
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1 14. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute 

2 a taking of property without due process of law. 

t 

3 15. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 

4 16. It is the District's intention to file Proposed Findings and Decision a few days in advance 

5 of the hearing. 

6 WHEREFORE, the District prays for an Order for Abatement as follows: 

7 1. That this Hearing Board issue an Order for Abatement requiring Respondent to cease and 

8 desist from operating its Facility in a manner which violates H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402, or, in the alternative, to comply with increments of progress and conditions as the Hearing Board deems 

1 0 appropriate. 

11 2. For such other and further relief that this Hearing Board deems just and proper. 

12 Dated: December 10, 2015 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel 

By: /;;th/t:/? -~~ , :7~~---
Nicholas A. Sanchez Z--~ 
Attorney for Petitioner 
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EXHIBIT A 



- ·south Coast Air Quality Management District 
~ 21865 COPLEY OR., P.O. Box 4941, DJAr-10NO BAR, CA 91765-0941 

mtml NOTICE TO COMPLY 
raaHry!lame: 

Sc- Cltl 6v<;; Cc . 
lDCi:Jtl[ffl 4fr.re:;;s Q{y; 

12€01 Ia ~MilO Avr.. JI}Nfl-J t' I J i{ 
Miii.Jing Address, I (ll""t• (J 

I2WI Ja1.4pt1 ltv'$, North h dtte 
ThiS tiOtlCe to Comply IS betng ISSued to. 

0 Request additional information needed to determine compliance with dean air requirements. 
0 Correct a minor viola tion found during an inspection. 

J 

\I I r /15" 
DME OF INSPECTION 

I F;;:l 2~ 
Senor 

vc 
liJr 

tfl 3;;)t 
lJp. 

ql32b 

Failure to respond or take corrective action, or providing false statements in response to this Notice to Comply can lead to issuance of a Notice of Violation 
pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code. The facility cited above is subject to re-inspection at any time to ensure compliance. 

YOU ARE HEREBY DIRECTED TO COMPLY WITH: 

4 

5 

REQUIREMENT .... • - · 

On wl.la.\ d.twk etr\J ho(.{) d..tA. Sc...4t tt1 Cc-f1fbrl.tt t\ &s CD £t..ll 
~e=C:Ciiilt tl W4 rt of fu urlfu..-/ ~ .( £ fe.: t- 0 \:<...!) l r!rd et.f 1kt_ 
A! no c~~;;n A'l..fv..,( ga:. s.fot:~r. s1.iJ . ) 

COHPI:IANO:: 
DUE DATE , . • , 

COMPUAAC~ 
'· 'ACH:tf'JED DATE 

~wt Skpt h.::~rs: bt:e~r ~!Jn in ° !epJc_.:ilu o~dd tutU uyrd<o.~ 
~"'eJ l()ku, et!c4 .rt<r WE4 -h!b."i to a, l:o c,)llKA I ei,twtttth 
..fL. rt' f~e • of M-It ,,tf tl<H rl<fn Cl .. .f.,<l>l.+ -'!!.t_

7 --------t--t----t-- ----1 

WJ!li sp~tGt k;n'liN.,d~tt ~ Ckub a~<J. C:t:rh 

~ ... ui!&.J< I Hatl.~ildrn I (Q<-1Svl+a~4 .Jn .)'o,...tl.,m ullibn~ 

w)!t~<>l /d 1"'',~ ... J., otk,, .r ... "<a 11.. "J'Adni ~~Jo<tt ~~J"t±rn!L.....S~.--1--+---+-------l 
~ kc:c.:.-b'.lid.d,;)i!IS l•urr bt.:t1 ;v. ,l,f,~ ~ SociituvJ CO!rlt,n•u <$.. U: 

~L.i,J, pa dJ Cotd,...ctor\s) ;"' tc;llrCb ~t: . Hu .,tl. lt' wMtfvn~ pfM{s,) 
-ft.• .'JdLt t:;, ~,,k lltt •i illll<.., ..,!.l,l -. .S<l"'tJI1til., 

W'ld~ Hfni411Y.Jii1 <.Lt-borh htt<t !..>HI d MAcE. I ~~-·~Ot ana crff..; ... 
kQ"-lq·\or4 a~ld..:t .,,:t r11 . kq~rtb ±o c.,..d_.dl l!'!d /rill.¥•l".t t..J 1/., l~I(«H' 
o(. il&toJ••d .t.H t~v., fk o.(G>dt,.{ 111\l.htlv!, {;..{_ll S1-k 

i 1 

\./ 

Email kidreu. a v I Pl><o.- . 

, Cjla.i~v"t~·s @_5<:-~MfYilUbhhf4. (Cilt\ f;l~ . 1 00. 3~?..'i 
En ... it '""'_"'_" ____ ____ pq_·_._l.\._1 _@_• a_q_m_d_._go_v __ 'l_r_"'""_._'~_ppt_:_·~~~ .. ~~~hk " ' I 

Instructions: 

• For each minor viola t ion citP.d above, compliance shall be ach ieved by the compl iance deadline specitied for t hat particular vtolation. 

• Within 5 working days ot ach ieving compliance for each respective vlolatton, t he OWt)eri responstble oiflcer or the c>ted racilny must cornpiete and rewm i! signed 
copy ot th1s Notice t o Compl to tne South Coast Atr Qual•ty Management District at the adare5s l1StN above. 

• Please copy a no return this Notice to Comply as many t im as necessary to prov>de the required mformat ion. On each copy. •ndude he date on which cornp{ :ance 
was achieved. Dat~, sign, and send all completed copies to the attention of the inspector named above . 

I hereby cer tify that the fac ility cited in th is Notice to Comply has ach ieved compliance with the re qu irements lis ted above. 

NAN£ OF OWNCI?!RfSPONSJBLE. OFFICIAL TITLE SIGNATURE DATE 

NOTICE#: 26893 Ft L£ COPY I 11/m.>i 1'.-\C/UTV COt>Y ((;I)/d) I.V.'l'l£c.T OR COI'Y ( 1\'hiteJ 

f 
I 
I 



. . 

EXHIBIT B 



South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 COPLEY DRIVE, DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765-4178 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIO .. N __ __ ... . -· ..... -
DATE OF V/Ot.ATION 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CITED FOR ONE OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF THE SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT (SCAQMD) RULES, STATE LAW OR FEDERAL LAW. IF PROVEN, SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY RESULT IN THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL OR 
CRIMINAL PENAL TlES, 

EACH DAY A VIOLATION OCCURS MAY BE HANDLED AS A St;PARATE OFFENSE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT ADDITIONAL NOTICES OF 
VIOLATION ARE ISSUED. . 

DESCRIPTION OF VIOLATIONS 

' · Aulllori'Y". 

)il'SCAOMD 

~CH&SC 

O'CCR 

0CFR. 

0SCAQMD 

2 0 CH&SC 

OCCR 

[] CFR 

. 0SCAQMD 

J 0 CH&SC 

0CCR 

OCFR . 

OSCAQMD 

4 0 CH&SC 

0CCR 

0CFR 

0SCAOMD 

S 0 CH&SC 

0CCR 

0CFR 

Code Secilon 
or. Rule No. 

YoJ. 
L} \1Q.) 

SCAOMD Permit to 
Cofldlllon No. Operate or CARB 

Regl~trallol') No, 
(U Applicable) • 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Machol, Ben
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:12 PM
To: Davidson, Ken; Donez, Francisco; GILLEN, CARA; Martynowicz, Trina; McDaniel, 

Penelope; MIKULIN, JOHN; Saracino, Ray; Chan, Janice
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order

More on the natural gas leak.  Looks like there will be attempts to capture and burn the gas. 
 
Ben Machol, P.E. 
Manager, Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-9) 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
machol.ben@epa.gov 
(415) 972-3770 
 
From: Lakin, Matt  

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  

From: Blumenfeld, Jared  
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov> 

I can put a shorter version of this in your weekend note to Gina and Matt.  I summarized this 
from a long LA Times release which includes the new admin order: 
  
Southern California Gas Co. has stipulated to an 11-page South Coast AQMD administrative 
order covering plans to capture and incinerate some of the natural gas from its leaking well 
.  Next week, SoCalGas will deploy equipment to burn off methane and the foul-smelling sulfur-
like additives (used for leak detection, and the likely cause of the headaches, nausea, nosebleeds 
and other symptoms that residents are reporting). The gas company plans to use carbon adsorbers 
and thermal oxidizers to capture and burn some of the gas being released using an 
enclosed flame that is not visible, considered a partial solution (as they cannot capture all leaking 
gas).  The company will take precautions to avoid igniting flammable methane gas at the site, 
and plans to collect gas at the leaking well and pipe it to incineration equipment at a distance 
from the leak. 

Using an infrared camera, South Coast AQMD inspectors found 15 of the 16 wells they assessed 
to be leaking from their valves, fittings and flanges. The leaks were considered “relatively 
minor,” and below levels that would violate the agency’s air quality regulations.  There are 115 
such wells on site.  The company later repaired those leaks. 

The order requires the company to fund a health study on the potential impacts to the 
community, to pay for stepped-up air monitoring at the facility and in Porter Ranch, and to 
continuously monitor the leak with an infrared camera.  The gas company would have to 
improve its leak detection, reporting and inspection practices, to withdraw the maximum amount 
of gas from the storage facility “in a contained and safe manner” as quickly as possible, and 
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provide records to air quality regulators, including over 1,600 odor complaints it has received, 
the amount of gas it has injected and withdrawn from the facility (which can hold 86 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas). 

The order must be approved by the air district’s five-member board at a hearing Saturday 
morning at Granada Hills High School, where it will hear from air district attorneys and take 
public testimony. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Basinger, David
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:51 PM
To: Chew, Andrew
Cc: Magnan, Eric; Steckel, Andrew; Saracino, Ray
Subject: FW: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume
Attachments: Coalbed & Shale Gas Symposium_RES-Compressed.pdf

Interesting information from Cindy Beeler. Lidar used to identify coalbed methane seeps for Sothern Ute Indian Tribe 
(very close to Navajo on the Utah side). 
 
Sharing with others that might have interest based on previous discussions. 
 

From: Beeler, Cindy  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:52 PM 
To: Basinger, David 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
The Four Corners methane leak appears to be coming from outcrops of coalbed methane (so seeping out of 
the ground rather than point-source) – but final results of extensive NOAA et all studies this past summer to be 
published. 

I met with ITT a few years back when they wanted to describe their ANGEL (Airborne Natural Gas 
Emission Lidar) system to detect methane emissions. At that meeting they told us they were about to 
embark on a project for the Souther Ute Tribe to see if there was methane seepage occurring on their 
reservation from the Fruitland Outcrop. They thought there was because the Tribe had done ground 
surveys and seen evidence of dead vegetation. 

ANGEL Services reliably detects all seeps greater than 6 MSCF/D and they have done controlled 
releases to verify this (in snow cover too). 

The SUIT Project Purpose: 

 To monitor changes in the Fruitland Outcrop as gas is tapped. 
 To find highest concentrations of gas to help determine best locations for wells. 
 To confirm areas of known methane seeps and find new seeps. 

Results: 

 Most areas previously known to have had gas seeps were identified by ANGEL Services as 
still having flowing gas. 

 A few previously unknown areas of flowing gas were also identified. 

Attached is a presentation made at Coalbed & Shale Gas Symposium (circa 2009) – Jointly done with 
SUIT (Southern Ute Indian Tribe).  
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Cindy Beeler 
US EPA Region 8, Energy Advisor 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
Tel:   303-312-6204 
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message. 

 
From: Basinger, David  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 8:44 AM 
To: Beeler, Cindy 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
I was thinking about a NASA‐identified large methane release (iirc) in New Mexico from several years back – I was 
wondering if you may have heard of any partial resolution: did they identify a source, etc? From you response, 
apparently not; maybe someone in Region 6 would know more? 
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general‐news/20150409/methane‐hot‐spot‐mysterious‐mass‐half‐the‐size‐of‐
connecticut‐hovers‐over‐four‐corners 
http://research.noaa.gov/News/NewsArchive/LatestNews/TabId/684/ArtMID/1768/ArticleID/11121/Scientists‐probe‐
methane‐mystery‐in‐Four‐Corners‐.aspx 
 
Yes, the Aliso Canyon release is similar to the BP blowout in that it is a failed deep well and a directional well may be the 
solution; it’s very different in that it’s natural gas storage & not produced crude/gas, and it’s on land instead of deep 
underwater. 
 

From: Beeler, Cindy  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 7:31 AM 
To: Basinger, David 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
I am not aware of any other natural gas well blowouts – seems to me more akin to the BP Horizon oil well 
blowout which took months to contain, required a directional well to be drilled into the blowout well to alleviate 
pressure, and estimates of flowrate were, well, estimates. 
 
In R8 we’ve observed and recorded many instances of emission leaks form process equipment, but not from a 
significant well blowout event. 
 

Cindy Beeler 
US EPA Region 8, Energy Advisor 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
Tel:   303-312-6204 
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message. 

 
From: Basinger, David  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 8:27 AM 
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To: Beeler, Cindy 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
Thanks; I’ve seen several FLIR videos on this leak, but hadn’t seen this one before. 
 
Does R8 have their own experience (or know of other regions, perhaps region 6 (?), with similar experience) with large 
methane leaks like this one? 
 

Dave 
office 415.972.3506 
 
 

From: Beeler, Cindy  
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 9:11 AM 
To: Basinger, David 
Subject: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
David – You’ve probably seen this already, but in case not … 
 

CALIFORNIA:  

Enviros release new video of natural gas leak  

Published: Thursday, December 24, 2015 

A plume of invisible methane rises above Los Angeles in new infrared video obtained by the Environmental Defense 
Fund. 

More than 150 million pounds of methane have leaked from the largest natural gas storage facility on the West Coast 
since it was first detected more than two months ago. 

Some 1,700 homes and two schools near Aliso Canyon have been evacuated as an invisible plume of gas rises from the 
facility owned by Southern California Gas Co. at a rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour. 

Environmentalists say the leak is the biggest single methane producer in California, releasing emissions equivalent to six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million cars. 

"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," said Tim O'Connor, EDF's California climate director. "It is 
coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And it is absolutely uncontained." 

Southern California Gas Co. believes a failed well casing caused the pressurized gas to seep to the surface, but it has 
been unable to plug it. 

The massive leak comes as the Obama administration battles for stricter regulations on methane emissions and California 
Gov. Jerry Brown (D) seeks to implement the nation's strictest emissions standards (ClimateWire, Dec. 22). 

"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away from populated areas," said Adam Brandt, an assistant professor 
at Stanford University's Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment. "One important step forward for sustainability will 
be to design ways to quickly detect and fix these large leaks soon after they happen" (Joby Warrick, Washington Post, 
Dec. 24). -- DTB 
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Cindy Beeler 
US EPA Region 8, Energy Advisor 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
Tel:   303-312-6204 
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message. 
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Detection for Exploration and Environmental 
Monitoring 
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Continuing Improvements in  
Natural Gas Detection 
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Agenda 

 

• Introduction to ITT Corporation 

• Introduction to Differential Absorption Lidar (DIAL) and ANGEL 

Services 

• Introduction to the Southern Ute Indian Tribe (SUIT) 

• Overview of the Fruitland Outcrop 

• Use and value of ANGEL Services for Exploration & 

Environmental Monitoring 

• Results of SUIT coalbed methane project 
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Introduction to ITT 
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Who is ITT? 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    
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Introduction to DIAL & ANGEL Services 



What is ITT’s ANGEL Services? 

 

• Airborne Natural Gas Emission LIDAR (ANGEL) 

• Uses methane-tuned DIAL system 

• Applications 

• Finds pipeline leaks that current best practices miss 

• Exploration for coalbed methane seeps 

• Environmental monitoring 

• Flying since 2004 

 

 

Attributes: 

 

•Effective 

•Efficient 

•Sensitive 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 7 



Digital 

Video 

Camera 

DIAL 

Sensor High 

Resolution 

Mapping 

Camera 

ANGEL Services:  
Aircraft and Sensor System 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 8 
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 Ratio of “on-line” and “off-line” absorption is converted to ppm-m using an 

equation based on Beer’s Law, which relates the absorption of light to the 

properties of the material through which the light is passing.  

Leak Location 

ANGEL Services Measures PPM-M with 
Differential Absorption Lidar (DIAL) 

The “off-line” wavelength at 

low absorption feature 



State-of-the-art Technology  
For Methane Seep Detection 

• Can fly up to 1000 miles  

  per day   

 

• Finds seeps 2-4 scfm  

  and larger 

Using Airborne Natural Gas Emission Lidar (ANGEL) Services  

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 10 



DIAL Leak Indication: 
 

Confirmed underground leak 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 11 



High Resolution Mapping Imagery 
 

 

•Gives context  

•Orthorectified 

•Shows exact seep or leak 

location 

Mapping Imagery Provides  

One-Foot Ground Resolution 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 12 



Broad Area Coverage 

ANGEL Services 

covers an area 

with a grid of 

parallel passes. 
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Introduction to the SUIT 



Southern Ute Indian Tribe 

• Tribal lands in resource-rich southwestern Colorado 

• Methane is the tribe’s most important and marketable natural 

resource. 

• Actively promotes the well being of the tribe through business 

developments. 

• Exercises concern for the environment and safety. 

 

 



Tribal Concerns Regarding Methane 

• FINANCIAL ISSUE:  A substantial source of potential income 

is being lost into the air through seeps. 

• ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE: Methane is a potent greenhouse 

gas and contributor to global warming. 

• PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUE: Potential health and 

safety issues for people living in areas of methane seepage. 
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Overview of the Fruitland Outcrop 



The Fruitland Outcrop 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 18 

90 square miles of outcrop. 



Coal Outcrop 

ANGEL Services 

surveys with ease 

areas that are 

otherwise hard to 

access. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 19 

Coalbeds can be in rough terrain. 



Monitoring Well  

Prior to tapping the gas 

ANGEL Services 

reliably detects all 

seeps greater than 

6 MSCF/D. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 20 



One Indicator of Methane Seeps 

Dead Vegetation 

Insect infestations 

and other 

stressing factors 

also cause 

vegetation to die. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 21 

“We know there are seeps there because 

we’ve done ground surveys and seen 

evidence of dead vegetation, which is 

caused by methane displacing oxygen 

around the roots.”  Bill Flint, Geologist, SUIT 

Growth Fund.  
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Use of ANGEL Services for Exploration 
and Environmental Monitoring 



Project Purpose 

• To monitor changes in the Fruitland Outcrop as gas is tapped. 

• To find highest concentrations of gas to help determine best 

locations for wells. 

• To confirm areas of known methane seeps and find new 

seeps. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 23 



Win-Win Situation 

• Finding and collecting coalbed methane 

 

• Provides revenue  

 

• Decreases methane (a potent greenhouse gas) escaping to the 

atmosphere 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 24 



ANGEL Services Indications of Methane 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 25 



More Methane 



All Season Detection 

• Issues surrounding detection over snow 

 

• Will methane get to the surface when it is snow-covered? 

 

• Can ANGEL Services detect methane against a background of 

snow which has low reflectance in the mid-wave IR? 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 27 



Block 3 Survey with and without Snow 

Original 

Indication 

Original 

Flight Date 

January 16, 2009 

Detection 

Jan 30, 2009 

Detection 
Feb 15, 2009 Detection 

BY 
August 24, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

CA 
August 24, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BU 
August 22, 

2008 
yes no no 

BR 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BS 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BN 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BO 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes no-ish - see comments. 

BZ 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

Detection over snow as substantially identical to earlier results with no snow. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 28 



SUIT Snow Results 



Value of Using ANGEL Services  

• Surveys large areas faster than any other method. 

• Can operate over rough terrain. 

• All season detection. 

Value:  End-to-end one-

stop service that detects, 

measures, and quantifies 

gas emissions, leaks, and 

seeps as well as provides 

geospatial information.  

High survey and reporting 

rate. 
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Results of SUIT Coalbed Methane Project 



Results 

• Most areas previously known to have had gas seeps were 

identified by ANGEL Services as still having flowing gas. 

• A few previously unknown areas of flowing gas were also 

identified. 

Ground Data Processing Center  

in Rochester, NY 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 32 

“They found a number of seep areas that we 

didn’t know we had and were able to confirm 

when we did measurements on the ground.  

There were even instances where our people 

actually walked a section and did not find any 

seeps, but actual seeps were discovered 

through the aerial mapping.  Bill Flint  



Carbon Junction West  



Carbon Junction West – LT Environmental  
2007 Detailed Seep Mapping Methane Flux Contour Map Fruitland 

Outcrop, Colorado USA 



Carbon Junction West – ANGEL Services  

 



Conclusions 

• Methane-tuned DIAL flown in an airplane is an effective and 

efficient method for natural gas exploration and monitoring. 

• ANGEL Services is a year-round survey solution. 

 

ANGEL Services 

can perform 

methane surveys 

over large areas 

faster than by any 

other method. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 36 



Questions?  

 
 
 

 

Rulon E. Simmons, Senior Scientist 

ANGEL Services 

ITT Space Systems Division 

(585) 269-5121 
ANGEL@itt.com 

 www.ssd.itt.com/angel 

 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 37 

http://www.ssd.itt.com/angel
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ANGEL Services Indication BU 
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Detection Results – Controlled Releases 

SCFH as measured
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AG X

AI AA

Valve 110

39.50718, -122.05310

19 Nov @ 12:14

K
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19 Nov @ 11:58
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20 Nov @ 12:38

H, J

M New Termo MM

N Arbuckle

Z Whitehall Rd

AF Camino Diablo

Walnut Blvd V

Morici MM Morici MM

Byron Hot Springs Byron Hot Springs

Found all leaks 250 SCFH (4 SCFM) or greater with no false alarms 



Proven Technology 

• Developed and Tested under contracts with 

• U.S. Department of Transportation – Pipeline and Hazardous 

Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)   

• Hazardous Liquids Airborne Lidar Observation (HALOS) 

• Rapid Emergency Response 

• U.S. Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory 

(NETL) 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 41 



DIAL Detects Methane Over Snow  

ANGEL is a year-round survey solution. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 42 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Irizarry, Gilberto
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 4:57 AM
To: Woodyard, Josh; Schlieger, Brian; Schumann, Jean; Lee, Eugene
Subject: Fwd: R9 Weekender

FYI 

Thanks, 
 
Gilberto "Tito" Irizarry 
Director, Preparedness & Response Ops. Division (PROD) 
USEPA Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
O: 202‐564‐7982 
C: 202‐821‐8138 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Date: January 11, 2016 at 7:41:32 AM EST 
To: "Irizarry, Gilberto" <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>, "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" 
<Lee.Eugene@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: R9 Weekender 

FYSA 
 
Reggie Cheatham, Director 
Office of Emergency Management 
202/564‐8003(w)  202/689‐9400(c) 
Kennetta James, Assistant 202/564‐1942 
cheatham.reggie @epa.gov 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: 1/10/2016 9:36 PM 
To: Cheatham, Reggie; Woolford, James 
Subject: Fwd: R9 Weekender 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Adm13McCarthy, Gina" <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
Date: January 10, 2016 at 4:30:56 PM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Meiburg, Stan" <Meiburg.Stan@epa.gov>, "Fritz, Matthew" 
<Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Rupp, Mark" <Rupp.Mark@epa.gov>, "Purchia, Liz" 
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<Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>, "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Pieh, 
Luseni" <Pieh.Luseni@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Strauss, Alexis" 
<Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender 

On thanks Jared.  Let me know if there is a need for high level intervention.  Recent dam 
failures have shown us just how devastating they can be.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 7:23 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
wrote: 

Excellent question. We have been tracking the situation very closely 
given the potentially devastating impacts of dam failure. These include 
submerging the town of Jackson, CA in 13 feet of acid mine tailings. We 
held a summit with CA in last year (15) which led to them investing +$1 
million in measures (now completed) to divert El Niño flows. The cracks 
are not a good sign but I don't yet know the correlation to dam 
integrity. Will keep all in loop as we learn more. This is a very high 
priority for R9 and Cal EPA.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 3:00 PM, Adm13McCarthy, Gina 
<Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> wrote: 

Jared do you have a sense of the potential risk and or 
impacts associated with the diagonal cracks found in 
the arch buttress of the Argonaut Mine tailings 
dam?  Just want to make sure we keep in step with the 
Corp on this.   
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 5:58 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: Gov. 
Brown declared a state of emergency in 
Porter Ranch, the residential 
community closest to the Aliso Canyon 
facility.  Cong. Sherman sent a second 
letter Jan. 5 to EPA, PHMSA, FERC, 
SoCalGas, CADiv. of Oil and Gas 
(DOGGR), So. Coast AQMD and the CA 
PUC, requesting the parties work 
together to stop the leak sooner. We 
participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, 
state and local agencies, led an 
incident‐specific Regional response 
Team call Jan. 7, and plan for a similar 
National Response Team call Jan. 
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11.  On Thursday, SoCalGas agreed to 
the terms of a So. Coast AQMD order 
which will be adopted at their board 
hearing Saturday morning, near the 
site.  The order calls for increased 
capture and incineration of natural gas 
(via carbon adsorbers and thermal 
oxidizers), funding a health study on the 
potential impacts to the community, 
stepped‐up air monitoring, and 
continuous monitoring of the leak with 
an infrared camera.  The company will 
improve its leak detection, reporting 
and inspection practices, will withdraw 
the maximum amount of gas from the 
storage facility as quickly as possible, 
and provide records to So. Coast 
AQMD, including the 1,600 odor 
complaints it has received, the amount 
of gas it has injected and withdrawn 
from the facility. I had a call this 
morning with Senator Boxer and briefed 
Nichole on the outcomes.  
  
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US 
Army Corps of Engineers completed a 
structural assessment of the Argonaut 
tailings dam last week, given winter 
weather. Diagonal cracks were 
encountered in the arch buttresses.  
  
Hawaii SRF: Hawaii DOH informed us 
they have met our interim targets in 
their Drinking Water SRF corrective 
action plan ahead of the Jan. 28 
deadline. We withheld most of their 
FY15 capitalization grant; once we 
confirm DOH has met the targets, we 
will award the remaining FY15 grant 
funds.  
  
Carbon Sequestration/Healthy Soils: 
next Wednesday, January 13, I’ll tour 
the TomKat Ranch in Pescadero, CA to 
learn about its focus on sustainable 
land use, carbon sequestration, water 
management, and soil health. 
  
Army Corps Meeting: next Friday, 
January 15, I’ll meet in Los Angeles with 
the Army Corps of Engineers’ Los 
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Angeles District Commander, Col. Kirk 
Gibbs, to discuss Rosemont Mine. 
  
Anaconda Mine, NV: We’ll brief 
Congressman Amodei on the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine Site and our 
recent letter to Gov. Sandoval regarding 
our NPL listing proposal. We plan to 
brief Congressman Hardy’s office on 
January 12 (the site is in his district).  
  
Hawaii: the week of January 19, I will 
be in Hawaii to meet with the new 
NAVFAC Pacific Commander re Red Hill 
and Hawaii DOH’s Deputy Director, 
then visit Midway Atoll to see firsthand 
the PCB contamination and marine 
debris. 
  
  
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415‐947‐8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Caballero, Kathryn
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:42 PM
To: Fried, Gregory; Chapman, Apple; Secrest, Cary
Subject: Latest media update on Porter Canyon -- methane leak -- in case you didn't see it

NATURAL GAS:  

Methane leak will spew for months more in Calif.  

Published: Tuesday, January 5, 2016  

California's upscale Porter Ranch community has been smelling natural gas additives since a nearby leak started Oct. 23 
-- and those who stayed will smell it for months to come. 

This is because of Southern California Gas Co.'s time-consuming solution and the nature of the well itself. 

The well is a used-up oil well that's storing gas for about 22 million customers in the Los Angeles Basin. The ruptured pipe 
is nearly 62 years old, and while it was converted from oil to gas in 1973 and upgraded in 1979, Jason Marshall, chief 
deputy director of the California Department of Conservation, said the age could have been a factor. 

Marshall said SoCal Gas already tried plugging the hole with a brine and mud mixture, but first a blockage and then the 
pressure stopped it from finishing the job. The new tactic is to drill two relief wells, which start 1,500 feet out from the well, 
angle thousands of feet into the soil to meet up with the 7-inch-diameter pipe, and then parallel it for another 6,000 feet. At 
that point, it would angle into the concrete casing near the well's base, or capstone, and start plugging the well with the 
mud and brine from underneath. The relief well is there in case the first misses the pipe or in case the first can't deliver 
enough plugging mixture. 

This process will take months because while drilling, the company has to set aside full days to bring out the drill and send 
down sensors to make sure it's on target. Marshall said trying to connect with that 7-inch pipe "is a little like trying to hit a 
quarter-inch target from the distance of a football field." 

The first relief well was 4,000 feet deep last week after it was started Dec. 4. Marshall expects SoCal Gas to start drilling 
the second well by Jan. 20. SoCal Gas estimated that the well wouldn't be plugged until late February or even March. 

In the meantime, thousands have evacuated from the area, and the state's Air Resources Board reported that the rate of 
escaping gas has been cut in half as SoCal Gas directs some reserves elsewhere, easing the pressure (Thomas Curwen, 
Los Angeles Times, Jan. 2). -- MB 

 
 
Kathryn Pirrotta Caballero 
Attorney‐Advisor 
U.S. EPA Office of Civil Enforcement 
Air Enforcement Division 
(w) 202‐564‐1849 
 
Mailing address: 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (2242A) 
Washington, DC 20460 
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Courier and express deliveries: 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Clinton Building ‐ South 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 1147A 
Washington, DC 20004 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Woolford, James
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 3:42 AM
To: Stalcup, Dana; Richardson, RobinH; Fitz-James, Schatzi; Gartner, Lois; Stanislaus, Mathy; 

Breen, Barry; Natarajan, Nitin; Cheatham, Reggie; Wells, Suzanne
Subject: FW: R9 Weekender

R9 exchange with Administrator.  Re Argonaut mine 
 
Jim Woolford, Director 
Office of Superfund Remediation & Technology Innovation 
US EPA  
 
Sent from my Windows Phone  
Please excuse typos  

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: 1/10/2016 9:36 PM 
To: Cheatham, Reggie; Woolford, James 
Subject: Fwd: R9 Weekender 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Adm13McCarthy, Gina" <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
Date: January 10, 2016 at 4:30:56 PM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Meiburg, Stan" <Meiburg.Stan@epa.gov>, "Fritz, Matthew" <Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Rupp, 
Mark" <Rupp.Mark@epa.gov>, "Purchia, Liz" <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>, "Distefano, Nichole" 
<DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Pieh, Luseni" <Pieh.Luseni@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender 

On thanks Jared.  Let me know if there is a need for high level intervention.  Recent dam failures have 
shown us just how devastating they can be.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 7:23 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Excellent question. We have been tracking the situation very closely given the 
potentially devastating impacts of dam failure. These include submerging the town of 
Jackson, CA in 13 feet of acid mine tailings. We held a summit with CA in last year (15) 
which led to them investing +$1 million in measures (now completed) to divert El Niño 
flows. The cracks are not a good sign but I don't yet know the correlation to dam 
integrity. Will keep all in loop as we learn more. This is a very high priority for R9 and Cal 
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EPA.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 3:00 PM, Adm13McCarthy, Gina <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

Jared do you have a sense of the potential risk and or impacts 
associated with the diagonal cracks found in the arch buttress of the 
Argonaut Mine tailings dam?  Just want to make sure we keep in step 
with the Corp on this.   
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 5:58 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: Gov. Brown declared a 
state of emergency in Porter Ranch, the residential 
community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  Cong. 
Sherman sent a second letter Jan. 5 to EPA, PHMSA, 
FERC, SoCalGas, CADiv. of Oil and Gas (DOGGR), So. 
Coast AQMD and the CA PUC, requesting the parties 
work together to stop the leak sooner. We participate in 
daily calls with SoCalGas, state and local agencies, led 
an incident‐specific Regional response Team call Jan. 7, 
and plan for a similar National Response Team call Jan. 
11.  On Thursday, SoCalGas agreed to the terms of a So. 
Coast AQMD order which will be adopted at their board 
hearing Saturday morning, near the site.  The order calls 
for increased capture and incineration of natural gas 
(via carbon adsorbers and thermal oxidizers), funding a 
health study on the potential impacts to the 
community, stepped‐up air monitoring, and 
continuous monitoring of the leak with an infrared 
camera.  The company will improve its leak detection, 
reporting and inspection practices, will withdraw the 
maximum amount of gas from the storage facility as 
quickly as possible, and provide records to So. Coast 
AQMD, including the 1,600 odor complaints it has 
received, the amount of gas it has injected and 
withdrawn from the facility. I had a call this morning 
with Senator Boxer and briefed Nichole on the 
outcomes.  
  
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of 
Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, given winter weather. 
Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch 
buttresses.  
  
Hawaii SRF: Hawaii DOH informed us they have met our 
interim targets in their Drinking Water SRF corrective 
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action plan ahead of the Jan. 28 deadline. We withheld 
most of their FY15 capitalization grant; once we confirm 
DOH has met the targets, we will award the remaining 
FY15 grant funds.  
  
Carbon Sequestration/Healthy Soils: next Wednesday, 
January 13, I’ll tour the TomKat Ranch in Pescadero, CA 
to learn about its focus on sustainable land use, carbon 
sequestration, water management, and soil health. 
  
Army Corps Meeting: next Friday, January 15, I’ll meet 
in Los Angeles with the Army Corps of Engineers’ Los 
Angeles District Commander, Col. Kirk Gibbs, to discuss 
Rosemont Mine. 
  
Anaconda Mine, NV: We’ll brief Congressman Amodei 
on the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site and our 
recent letter to Gov. Sandoval regarding our NPL listing 
proposal. We plan to brief Congressman Hardy’s office 
on January 12 (the site is in his district).  
  
Hawaii: the week of January 19, I will be in Hawaii to 
meet with the new NAVFAC Pacific Commander re Red 
Hill and Hawaii DOH’s Deputy Director, then visit 
Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination 
and marine debris. 
  
  
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415‐947‐8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 12:33 PM
To: Stanislaus, Mathy; Breen, Barry
Cc: Brooks, Becky; Hilosky, Nick; Bergman, Shawna; Deitz, Randy
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

FYSA.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 15:30:04 EST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>, "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Just making sure you have this one.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, 
"Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, 
"Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" 
<Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
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Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, 
Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" 
<Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that 
Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, 
and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
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tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:44 PM
To: Fritz, Matthew; Stanislaus, Mathy
Subject: Fwd: Call with CA

FYSA 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 22:38:50 EST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, 
"Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Call with CA 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to provide situational 
awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, 
DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that would be 
ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to retain any facility specific oversight authority.  Once they 
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certify the state (which they do every year), it looks like they would have to de certify the state in 
order to exercise federal oversight directly over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA 
and the State of CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about 
this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we keep 
saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA and the State of 
CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you know the 
scope of the call? The WH is calling a meeting Friday morning with some 
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agencies to talk about this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: McCabe, Janet
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 1:18 PM
To: Stanislaus, Mathy
Subject: Re: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance

My folks are doing a briefing for me‐‐probably the first week of January‐‐we'll put you on the invitation in case you want 
to join us. 
 
Happy holidays, Mathy. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 17, 2015, at 8:33 AM, Stanislaus, Mathy <Stanislaus.Mathy@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes ‐ my folks are engaged.  Let me get more details and let's exchange information.  Thanks. 
 
Mathy Stanislaus  
USEPA Assistant Administrator 
 
On Dec 16, 2015, at 10:28 PM, McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov> wrote: 

Mathy—is this something you are familiar with?  I’ll be getting more information from 
my folks in the next few days.  It sounds like the state of California is all over it, and 
Region 9 heavily engaged, but I want to make sure we are doing everything we should 
be doing to help. 
  

From: Jordan, Deborah  
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 6:12 PM 
To: McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov>; Goffman, Joseph 
<Goffman.Joseph@epa.gov>; Dunham, Sarah <Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>; Page, Steve 
<Page.Steve@epa.gov>; Koerber, Mike <Koerber.Mike@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stewart, Lori <Stewart.Lori@epa.gov>; Niebling, William 
<Niebling.William@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance 
  
All, 
  
Joe, I and others met with SoCal Gas yesterday to learn about the ongoing natural gas 
release in northern LA County. 
  
The Region’s emergency response people are engaged with the company and the state 
agencies on efforts to end the release.   
  
Attached is an email from R9 Superfund to OSWER summarizing the current situation 
and next steps on the part of the State and Region 9. You’ll see that the Region requests 
technical expertise; if OAR should have any expertise that may be helpful, let me 
know.  I’ve also attached a Congressional letter to the Administrator on the topic, FYI.   
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Janet asked for a briefing on this issue, and we’ll have the right people from the Region 
included. 
  
Debbie 
  
From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: December 15, 2015 at 2:57:44 PM PST 
To: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "James Woolford (Woolford.James@epa.gov)" 
<Woolford.James@epa.gov>, Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Dustin Minor 
(Minor.Dustin@epa.gov)" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Barmakian, Nancy" 
<Barmakian.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Mugdan, Walter" <Mugdan.Walter@epa.gov>, 
"Rodrigues, Cecil" <rodrigues.cecil@epa.gov>, "Hill, Franklin" <Hill.Franklin@epa.gov>, 
"Karl, Richard" <karl.richard@epa.gov>, "Edlund, Carl" <edlund.carl@epa.gov>, 
"Hestmark, Martin" <Hestmark.Martin@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Mary" 
<Peterson.Mary@epa.gov>, "Rick Albright (Albright.Rick@epa.gov)" 
<Albright.Rick@epa.gov>, Nancy Lindsay <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Kathryn Lawrence 
(Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov)" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Richardson, RobinH" 
<Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>, Kathleen Johnson <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Methane Gas Release in Southern California 

  
Hello Reggie: 
  
Since October 23rd, an uncontrolled natural gas release has been 
venting approximately 2‐3 million pounds per day of methane from a 
collapsed well head, at a Southern California Gas Company (SoCal 
Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, northern Los 
Angeles County. Aliso Canyon is an old oil field that has a total 
storage capacity of 86 bcf of natural gas, one of the largest storage 
facilities in the United States. The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 
gas withdrawal/injection wells.  SoCal Gas has a team of well control 
experts (including Boot and Coots) working on killing the leaking well. 
The local geology is complex, making drilling relief wells tricky.  A 
Unified Command has been established by the State of California 
  
The nearest residents are approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet 
lower than the leaking well.  Air monitoring in the community 
indicates that the methane levels are well below the flammability 
limit and do not represent an imminent health threat.  However, 
exposure to the mercaptan odorant that is added to the natural gas 
can cause a range of symptoms such as nausea, headaches, 
abdominal irritation, vomiting and respiratory irritation.  Nearby 
residents have reported symptoms consistent with short term 
exposure to mercaptan. As of December 1st, 778 households had 
either relocated or were in the process of relocating. 
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The State of California is the lead and many state agencies are heavily 
invested in dealing with this incident.  See this link for a summary of 
State activities:  https://caloesnewsroom.wordpress.com/2015/12/15/state‐

agencies‐detail‐ongoing‐investigations‐into‐aliso‐canyon‐gas‐leak/ 

  
The California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR) is the lead state agency.  DOGGR, along with the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (the air quality agency for the 
LA Basin) have issued several orders asking for a series of plans, 
schedules and other information related to the drilling of relief wells, 
options for capture of the venting gas and killing the well.   DOGGR 
has required plans to be delivered by early next week.  We also 
understand SoCal Gas may attempt another well “killing” next 
week.  They are also in the process of drilling relief wells which they 
estimate will take approximately 3 months. 
  
EPA Role: 
  
We are developing a CAA 114 information request to SoCal Gas for 
the information (described above) they are preparing for State 
agencies. So here’s my “ask” of OEM, other OLEM and Regional 
Colleagues:  We are looking for expertise within the Agency or the 
larger federal family (e.g., DOI) that Region 9 might tap to help 
evaluate this information.  DOGGR has engaged Lawrence Livermore 
and Sandia National Labs for technical assistance.  My staff will be 
joining DOGGR and Lawrence Livermore for a site visit 
tomorrow.  My staff and I understand the legal constraints on our 
CERCLA authorities (i.e., petroleum exclusion).  We have received a 
letter from Congressman Sherman requesting EPA intervention and 
have had phone inquiries from Senator Boxer’s staff. 
  
Thanks for your help and let me know if you have any questions or 
concerns about our approach on this one. 
  
  
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
  
  
  



4

<Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso 
Ca....pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: McCabe, Janet
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 7:28 PM
To: Stanislaus, Mathy
Subject: FW: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Mathy—is this something you are familiar with?  I’ll be getting more information from my folks in the next few days.  It 
sounds like the state of California is all over it, and Region 9 heavily engaged, but I want to make sure we are doing 
everything we should be doing to help. 
 

From: Jordan, Deborah  
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 6:12 PM 
To: McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov>; Goffman, Joseph <Goffman.Joseph@epa.gov>; Dunham, Sarah 
<Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>; Page, Steve <Page.Steve@epa.gov>; Koerber, Mike <Koerber.Mike@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stewart, Lori <Stewart.Lori@epa.gov>; Niebling, William <Niebling.William@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance 
 
All, 
 
Joe, I and others met with SoCal Gas yesterday to learn about the ongoing natural gas release in northern LA County. 
 
The Region’s emergency response people are engaged with the company and the state agencies on efforts to end the 
release.   
 
Attached is an email from R9 Superfund to OSWER summarizing the current situation and next steps on the part of the 
State and Region 9. You’ll see that the Region requests technical expertise; if OAR should have any expertise that may be 
helpful, let me know.  I’ve also attached a Congressional letter to the Administrator on the topic, FYI.   
 
Janet asked for a briefing on this issue, and we’ll have the right people from the Region included. 
 
Debbie 
 
From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: December 15, 2015 at 2:57:44 PM PST 
To: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "James Woolford (Woolford.James@epa.gov)" <Woolford.James@epa.gov>, 
Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Dustin Minor (Minor.Dustin@epa.gov)" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Barmakian, 
Nancy" <Barmakian.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Mugdan, Walter" <Mugdan.Walter@epa.gov>, "Rodrigues, Cecil" 
<rodrigues.cecil@epa.gov>, "Hill, Franklin" <Hill.Franklin@epa.gov>, "Karl, Richard" <karl.richard@epa.gov>, "Edlund, 
Carl" <edlund.carl@epa.gov>, "Hestmark, Martin" <Hestmark.Martin@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Mary" 
<Peterson.Mary@epa.gov>, "Rick Albright (Albright.Rick@epa.gov)" <Albright.Rick@epa.gov>, Nancy Lindsay 
<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Kathryn Lawrence (Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov)" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, 
"Richardson, RobinH" <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>, Kathleen Johnson <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Methane Gas Release in Southern California 

  
Hello Reggie: 
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Since October 23rd, an uncontrolled natural gas release has been venting approximately 2‐3 
million pounds per day of methane from a collapsed well head, at a Southern California Gas 
Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, northern Los Angeles 
County. Aliso Canyon is an old oil field that has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf of natural gas, 
one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 
gas withdrawal/injection wells.  SoCal Gas has a team of well control experts (including Boot 
and Coots) working on killing the leaking well. The local geology is complex, making drilling 
relief wells tricky.  A Unified Command has been established by the State of California 
  
The nearest residents are approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet lower than the leaking 
well.  Air monitoring in the community indicates that the methane levels are well below the 
flammability limit and do not represent an imminent health threat.  However, exposure to the 
mercaptan odorant that is added to the natural gas can cause a range of symptoms such as 
nausea, headaches, abdominal irritation, vomiting and respiratory irritation.  Nearby residents 
have reported symptoms consistent with short term exposure to mercaptan. As of December 
1st, 778 households had either relocated or were in the process of relocating. 
  
The State of California is the lead and many state agencies are heavily invested in dealing with 
this incident.  See this link for a summary of State 
activities:  https://caloesnewsroom.wordpress.com/2015/12/15/state‐agencies‐detail‐ongoing‐investigations‐into‐

aliso‐canyon‐gas‐leak/ 

  
The California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) is the lead state 
agency.  DOGGR, along with the South Coast Air Quality Management District (the air quality 
agency for the LA Basin) have issued several orders asking for a series of plans, schedules and 
other information related to the drilling of relief wells, options for capture of the venting gas 
and killing the well.   DOGGR has required plans to be delivered by early next week.  We also 
understand SoCal Gas may attempt another well “killing” next week.  They are also in the 
process of drilling relief wells which they estimate will take approximately 3 months. 
  
EPA Role: 
  
We are developing a CAA 114 information request to SoCal Gas for the information (described 
above) they are preparing for State agencies. So here’s my “ask” of OEM, other OLEM and 
Regional Colleagues:  We are looking for expertise within the Agency or the larger federal 
family (e.g., DOI) that Region 9 might tap to help evaluate this information.  DOGGR has 
engaged Lawrence Livermore and Sandia National Labs for technical assistance.  My staff will 
be joining DOGGR and Lawrence Livermore for a site visit tomorrow.  My staff and I 
understand the legal constraints on our CERCLA authorities (i.e., petroleum exclusion).  We 
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have received a letter from Congressman Sherman requesting EPA intervention and have had 
phone inquiries from Senator Boxer’s staff. 
  
Thanks for your help and let me know if you have any questions or concerns about our 
approach on this one. 
  
  
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
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Px: (202) 225-5911 
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FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.
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Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Fritz, Matthew
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Stanislaus, Mathy
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Thank you. Helpful context.  
 

 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 10:43 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYSA 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 22:38:50 EST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, Jared" 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, "Strauss, Alexis" 
<Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Call with CA 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to 
provide situational awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be 
EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
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To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that 
would be ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with 
agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different 
from our delegations.  they do not appear to retain any facility specific oversight 
authority.  Once they certify the state (which they do every year), it looks like 
they would have to de certify the state in order to exercise federal oversight 
directly over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH 
told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM 
PST between EPA and the State of CA (possibly 
also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do 
you know the scope of the call? The WH is calling a 
meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're expecting EPA to 
take point but we keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
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Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA 
and the State of CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about 
this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we keep 
saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Blumenfeld, Jared
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:56 PM
To: Adm13McCarthy, Gina
Cc: Stanislaus, Mathy; Fritz, Matthew; Rupp, Mark; Distefano, Nichole; Pieh, Luseni; Purchia, 

Liz; Natarajan, Nitin; Zito, Kelly; Strauss, Alexis
Subject: R9 Weekend Note

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA: We continue to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and 
local agencies. RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical expertise from other agencies, such as 
the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas capture and well‐kills. Gov. Brown's office 
convened a meeting on January 15 at Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives spoke – we sent 
representative but will not be on panel. Nichole is working with EPW to schedule a briefing.  
 

 On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture system was 
discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or county entities are 
responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several participants suggested that the 
Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas 
capture system design documents, to evaluate the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from 
a county building code standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 

 

 Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  Relief well # 1 is on 
schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because 
the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 
in relation to SS‐25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 

 Region 9 will have a formal review role for any Title V permit that is issued for the proposed gas capture system 
at the Well 25‐SS location. This  poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues. 

 

 Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in Porter 
Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 requests are in 
process with an additional 529 “pending resolution”. 

 
CA Water Quality Standards for Trash: On January 12, we approved the California State Water Resources Control 
Board’s water quality standards for trash in state waters. These standards will prohibit the discharge of trash from 
municipal stormdrain systems, industrial and transportation facilities, and construction sites that are regulated under 
NPDES permits. California is the first state to adopt a trash control policy and water quality standards for trash. Here’s 
the op‐ed I wrote on this: http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐trash‐control‐policy‐can‐
help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch 
 
HDOH DWSRF: Hawaii Department of Health responded to our September 21, 2015, grant enforcement letter, in which 
EPA withheld the majority of HDOH's 2015 SRF capitalization grant funds. In order to receive the remainder of HDOH’s 
2015 allotment, we had required that HDOH commit at least $28,283,883 in new assistance agreements and disburse 
$7,674,832 between June 30, 2015‐January 29, 2016. HDOH informed us that they had met the interim required targets, 
which we confirmed were met. We are prepared to award the remaining balance of HDOH’s 2015 Drinking Water 
allotment of $8,098,680 pending receipt and approval of an amended grant application for these funds. Really good 
news that the communities will get the support they need! 
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BTW ‐ CA DWSRF: The California State Water Resources Control Board informed us that they have reduced DWSRF 
unliquidated obligations to below $160 million, which is the target they were required to meet by June 2016, the end of 
their corrective action plan. The program had a ULO of $455 million in October 2012.  
 
Climate Justice Alliance (CJA) Rally: Communities for a Better Environment, on behalf of CJA, requested a meeting with 
the Regional Administrator and Elizabeth Adams on January 19 on the Clean Power Plan. The group will hold a peaceful 
rally in front of the building. CJA member groups intend to hold similar rallies at all ten EPA regional offices on the same 
day.  
 
Office of Civil Rights Public Meeting, Oakland: The Office of Civil Rights is organizing a series of public meetings to take 
comment on proposed changes to EPA’s civil rights regulations. Region 9’s meeting will take place on January 20 at the 
Oakland Downtown Marriott. Alexis Strauss and senior representatives of OCR and DOJ will give remarks.  
 
EPA Border Children's Environmental Health Symposium, San Diego, CA: I will give opening remarks at the Children’s 
Environmental Health Symposium, which will focus on children’s environmental health risks found within the 
California/Baja California and Arizona/Sonora regions. This symposium will discuss environmental health issues in the 
border region, how prenatal and childhood exposures can impact children’s health and development, and what 
participants can do in their respective roles to address or mitigate children’s environmental health risks 
 
 
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415‐947‐8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Stanislaus, Mathy
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 2:00 PM
To: McCabe, Janet
Subject: RE: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance

Thanks – you have a great holidays as well. 
 

From: McCabe, Janet  
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 4:18 PM 
To: Stanislaus, Mathy <Stanislaus.Mathy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance 
 
My folks are doing a briefing for me‐‐probably the first week of January‐‐we'll put you on the invitation in case you want 
to join us. 
 
Happy holidays, Mathy. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 17, 2015, at 8:33 AM, Stanislaus, Mathy <Stanislaus.Mathy@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes ‐ my folks are engaged.  Let me get more details and let's exchange information.  Thanks. 
 
Mathy Stanislaus  
USEPA Assistant Administrator 
 
On Dec 16, 2015, at 10:28 PM, McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov> wrote: 

Mathy—is this something you are familiar with?  I’ll be getting more information from 
my folks in the next few days.  It sounds like the state of California is all over it, and 
Region 9 heavily engaged, but I want to make sure we are doing everything we should 
be doing to help. 
  

From: Jordan, Deborah  
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 6:12 PM 
To: McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov>; Goffman, Joseph 
<Goffman.Joseph@epa.gov>; Dunham, Sarah <Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>; Page, Steve 
<Page.Steve@epa.gov>; Koerber, Mike <Koerber.Mike@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stewart, Lori <Stewart.Lori@epa.gov>; Niebling, William 
<Niebling.William@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance 
  
All, 
  
Joe, I and others met with SoCal Gas yesterday to learn about the ongoing natural gas 
release in northern LA County. 
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The Region’s emergency response people are engaged with the company and the state 
agencies on efforts to end the release.   
  
Attached is an email from R9 Superfund to OSWER summarizing the current situation 
and next steps on the part of the State and Region 9. You’ll see that the Region requests 
technical expertise; if OAR should have any expertise that may be helpful, let me 
know.  I’ve also attached a Congressional letter to the Administrator on the topic, FYI.   
  
Janet asked for a briefing on this issue, and we’ll have the right people from the Region 
included. 
  
Debbie 
  
From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: December 15, 2015 at 2:57:44 PM PST 
To: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "James Woolford (Woolford.James@epa.gov)" 
<Woolford.James@epa.gov>, Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Dustin Minor 
(Minor.Dustin@epa.gov)" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Barmakian, Nancy" 
<Barmakian.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Mugdan, Walter" <Mugdan.Walter@epa.gov>, 
"Rodrigues, Cecil" <rodrigues.cecil@epa.gov>, "Hill, Franklin" <Hill.Franklin@epa.gov>, 
"Karl, Richard" <karl.richard@epa.gov>, "Edlund, Carl" <edlund.carl@epa.gov>, 
"Hestmark, Martin" <Hestmark.Martin@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Mary" 
<Peterson.Mary@epa.gov>, "Rick Albright (Albright.Rick@epa.gov)" 
<Albright.Rick@epa.gov>, Nancy Lindsay <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Kathryn Lawrence 
(Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov)" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Richardson, RobinH" 
<Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>, Kathleen Johnson <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Methane Gas Release in Southern California 

  
Hello Reggie: 
  
Since October 23rd, an uncontrolled natural gas release has been 
venting approximately 2‐3 million pounds per day of methane from a 
collapsed well head, at a Southern California Gas Company (SoCal 
Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, northern Los 
Angeles County. Aliso Canyon is an old oil field that has a total 
storage capacity of 86 bcf of natural gas, one of the largest storage 
facilities in the United States. The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 
gas withdrawal/injection wells.  SoCal Gas has a team of well control 
experts (including Boot and Coots) working on killing the leaking well. 
The local geology is complex, making drilling relief wells tricky.  A 
Unified Command has been established by the State of California 
  
The nearest residents are approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet 
lower than the leaking well.  Air monitoring in the community 
indicates that the methane levels are well below the flammability 
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limit and do not represent an imminent health threat.  However, 
exposure to the mercaptan odorant that is added to the natural gas 
can cause a range of symptoms such as nausea, headaches, 
abdominal irritation, vomiting and respiratory irritation.  Nearby 
residents have reported symptoms consistent with short term 
exposure to mercaptan. As of December 1st, 778 households had 
either relocated or were in the process of relocating. 
  
The State of California is the lead and many state agencies are heavily 
invested in dealing with this incident.  See this link for a summary of 
State activities:  https://caloesnewsroom.wordpress.com/2015/12/15/state‐

agencies‐detail‐ongoing‐investigations‐into‐aliso‐canyon‐gas‐leak/ 

  
The California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR) is the lead state agency.  DOGGR, along with the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (the air quality agency for the 
LA Basin) have issued several orders asking for a series of plans, 
schedules and other information related to the drilling of relief wells, 
options for capture of the venting gas and killing the well.   DOGGR 
has required plans to be delivered by early next week.  We also 
understand SoCal Gas may attempt another well “killing” next 
week.  They are also in the process of drilling relief wells which they 
estimate will take approximately 3 months. 
  
EPA Role: 
  
We are developing a CAA 114 information request to SoCal Gas for 
the information (described above) they are preparing for State 
agencies. So here’s my “ask” of OEM, other OLEM and Regional 
Colleagues:  We are looking for expertise within the Agency or the 
larger federal family (e.g., DOI) that Region 9 might tap to help 
evaluate this information.  DOGGR has engaged Lawrence Livermore 
and Sandia National Labs for technical assistance.  My staff will be 
joining DOGGR and Lawrence Livermore for a site visit 
tomorrow.  My staff and I understand the legal constraints on our 
CERCLA authorities (i.e., petroleum exclusion).  We have received a 
letter from Congressman Sherman requesting EPA intervention and 
have had phone inquiries from Senator Boxer’s staff. 
  
Thanks for your help and let me know if you have any questions or 
concerns about our approach on this one. 
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Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
  
  
  

<Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso 
Ca....pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Stanislaus, Mathy
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 5:36 AM
To: Cheatham, Reggie; Tulis, Dana
Cc: Natarajan, Nitin; Breen, Barry
Subject: Fwd: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

ATT00001.htm

Where are we in responding to this request? Also, please provide any further details you may have.  Thanks.  
 
Mathy Stanislaus 
USEPA Assistant Administrator 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "McCabe, Janet" <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov> 
Date: December 16, 2015 at 10:28:18 PM EST 
To: "Stanislaus, Mathy" <Stanislaus.Mathy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance 

Mathy—is this something you are familiar with?  I’ll be getting more information from my folks in the 
next few days.  It sounds like the state of California is all over it, and Region 9 heavily engaged, but I 
want to make sure we are doing everything we should be doing to help. 
  

From: Jordan, Deborah  
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 6:12 PM 
To: McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov>; Goffman, Joseph <Goffman.Joseph@epa.gov>; Dunham, 
Sarah <Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>; Page, Steve <Page.Steve@epa.gov>; Koerber, Mike 
<Koerber.Mike@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stewart, Lori <Stewart.Lori@epa.gov>; Niebling, William <Niebling.William@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance 
  
All, 
  
Joe, I and others met with SoCal Gas yesterday to learn about the ongoing natural gas release in 
northern LA County. 
  
The Region’s emergency response people are engaged with the company and the state agencies on 
efforts to end the release.   
  
Attached is an email from R9 Superfund to OSWER summarizing the current situation and next steps on 
the part of the State and Region 9. You’ll see that the Region requests technical expertise; if OAR should 
have any expertise that may be helpful, let me know.  I’ve also attached a Congressional letter to the 
Administrator on the topic, FYI.   
  
Janet asked for a briefing on this issue, and we’ll have the right people from the Region included. 
  
Debbie 
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From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: December 15, 2015 at 2:57:44 PM PST 
To: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "James Woolford (Woolford.James@epa.gov)" 
<Woolford.James@epa.gov>, Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Dustin Minor 
(Minor.Dustin@epa.gov)" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Barmakian, Nancy" <Barmakian.Nancy@epa.gov>, 
"Mugdan, Walter" <Mugdan.Walter@epa.gov>, "Rodrigues, Cecil" <rodrigues.cecil@epa.gov>, "Hill, 
Franklin" <Hill.Franklin@epa.gov>, "Karl, Richard" <karl.richard@epa.gov>, "Edlund, Carl" 
<edlund.carl@epa.gov>, "Hestmark, Martin" <Hestmark.Martin@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Mary" 
<Peterson.Mary@epa.gov>, "Rick Albright (Albright.Rick@epa.gov)" <Albright.Rick@epa.gov>, Nancy 
Lindsay <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Kathryn Lawrence (Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov)" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Richardson, RobinH" <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>, Kathleen Johnson 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Methane Gas Release in Southern California 

  
Hello Reggie: 
  
Since October 23rd, an uncontrolled natural gas release has been venting 
approximately 2‐3 million pounds per day of methane from a collapsed well head, 
at a Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at 
Aliso Canyon, northern Los Angeles County. Aliso Canyon is an old oil field that 
has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf of natural gas, one of the largest storage 
facilities in the United States. The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas 
withdrawal/injection wells.  SoCal Gas has a team of well control experts 
(including Boot and Coots) working on killing the leaking well. The local geology is 
complex, making drilling relief wells tricky.  A Unified Command has been 
established by the State of California 
  
The nearest residents are approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet lower than 
the leaking well.  Air monitoring in the community indicates that the methane 
levels are well below the flammability limit and do not represent an imminent 
health threat.  However, exposure to the mercaptan odorant that is added to the 
natural gas can cause a range of symptoms such as nausea, headaches, abdominal 
irritation, vomiting and respiratory irritation.  Nearby residents have reported 
symptoms consistent with short term exposure to mercaptan. As of December 1st, 
778 households had either relocated or were in the process of relocating. 
  
The State of California is the lead and many state agencies are heavily invested in 
dealing with this incident.  See this link for a summary of State 
activities:  https://caloesnewsroom.wordpress.com/2015/12/15/state‐agencies‐detail‐ongoing‐

investigations‐into‐aliso‐canyon‐gas‐leak/ 
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The California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) is the lead 
state agency.  DOGGR, along with the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (the air quality agency for the LA Basin) have issued several orders asking 
for a series of plans, schedules and other information related to the drilling of 
relief wells, options for capture of the venting gas and killing the well.   DOGGR 
has required plans to be delivered by early next week.  We also understand SoCal 
Gas may attempt another well “killing” next week.  They are also in the process of 
drilling relief wells which they estimate will take approximately 3 months. 
  
EPA Role: 
  
We are developing a CAA 114 information request to SoCal Gas for the 
information (described above) they are preparing for State agencies. So here’s my 
“ask” of OEM, other OLEM and Regional Colleagues:  We are looking for expertise 
within the Agency or the larger federal family (e.g., DOI) that Region 9 might tap 
to help evaluate this information.  DOGGR has engaged Lawrence Livermore and 
Sandia National Labs for technical assistance.  My staff will be joining DOGGR and 
Lawrence Livermore for a site visit tomorrow.  My staff and I understand the legal 
constraints on our CERCLA authorities (i.e., petroleum exclusion).  We have 
received a letter from Congressman Sherman requesting EPA intervention and 
have had phone inquiries from Senator Boxer’s staff. 
  
Thanks for your help and let me know if you have any questions or concerns 
about our approach on this one. 
  
  
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
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December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.
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Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Stanislaus, Mathy
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 5:33 AM
To: McCabe, Janet
Subject: Re: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance

Yes ‐ my folks are engaged.  Let me get more details and let's exchange information.  Thanks. 
 
Mathy Stanislaus 
USEPA Assistant Administrator 
 
On Dec 16, 2015, at 10:28 PM, McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov> wrote: 

Mathy—is this something you are familiar with?  I’ll be getting more information from my folks in the 
next few days.  It sounds like the state of California is all over it, and Region 9 heavily engaged, but I 
want to make sure we are doing everything we should be doing to help. 
  

From: Jordan, Deborah  
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 6:12 PM 
To: McCabe, Janet <McCabe.Janet@epa.gov>; Goffman, Joseph <Goffman.Joseph@epa.gov>; Dunham, 
Sarah <Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>; Page, Steve <Page.Steve@epa.gov>; Koerber, Mike 
<Koerber.Mike@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stewart, Lori <Stewart.Lori@epa.gov>; Niebling, William <Niebling.William@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI, Update from R9 on SoCal Gas natural gas release; request for assistance 
  
All, 
  
Joe, I and others met with SoCal Gas yesterday to learn about the ongoing natural gas release in 
northern LA County. 
  
The Region’s emergency response people are engaged with the company and the state agencies on 
efforts to end the release.   
  
Attached is an email from R9 Superfund to OSWER summarizing the current situation and next steps on 
the part of the State and Region 9. You’ll see that the Region requests technical expertise; if OAR should 
have any expertise that may be helpful, let me know.  I’ve also attached a Congressional letter to the 
Administrator on the topic, FYI.   
  
Janet asked for a briefing on this issue, and we’ll have the right people from the Region included. 
  
Debbie 
  
From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: December 15, 2015 at 2:57:44 PM PST 
To: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "James Woolford (Woolford.James@epa.gov)" 
<Woolford.James@epa.gov>, Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Dustin Minor 
(Minor.Dustin@epa.gov)" <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Barmakian, Nancy" <Barmakian.Nancy@epa.gov>, 
"Mugdan, Walter" <Mugdan.Walter@epa.gov>, "Rodrigues, Cecil" <rodrigues.cecil@epa.gov>, "Hill, 
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Franklin" <Hill.Franklin@epa.gov>, "Karl, Richard" <karl.richard@epa.gov>, "Edlund, Carl" 
<edlund.carl@epa.gov>, "Hestmark, Martin" <Hestmark.Martin@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Mary" 
<Peterson.Mary@epa.gov>, "Rick Albright (Albright.Rick@epa.gov)" <Albright.Rick@epa.gov>, Nancy 
Lindsay <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Kathryn Lawrence (Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov)" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Richardson, RobinH" <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>, Kathleen Johnson 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Methane Gas Release in Southern California 

  
Hello Reggie: 
  
Since October 23rd, an uncontrolled natural gas release has been venting 
approximately 2‐3 million pounds per day of methane from a collapsed well head, 
at a Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at 
Aliso Canyon, northern Los Angeles County. Aliso Canyon is an old oil field that 
has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf of natural gas, one of the largest storage 
facilities in the United States. The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas 
withdrawal/injection wells.  SoCal Gas has a team of well control experts 
(including Boot and Coots) working on killing the leaking well. The local geology is 
complex, making drilling relief wells tricky.  A Unified Command has been 
established by the State of California 
  
The nearest residents are approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet lower than 
the leaking well.  Air monitoring in the community indicates that the methane 
levels are well below the flammability limit and do not represent an imminent 
health threat.  However, exposure to the mercaptan odorant that is added to the 
natural gas can cause a range of symptoms such as nausea, headaches, abdominal 
irritation, vomiting and respiratory irritation.  Nearby residents have reported 
symptoms consistent with short term exposure to mercaptan. As of December 1st, 
778 households had either relocated or were in the process of relocating. 
  
The State of California is the lead and many state agencies are heavily invested in 
dealing with this incident.  See this link for a summary of State 
activities:  https://caloesnewsroom.wordpress.com/2015/12/15/state‐agencies‐detail‐ongoing‐

investigations‐into‐aliso‐canyon‐gas‐leak/ 

  
The California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) is the lead 
state agency.  DOGGR, along with the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (the air quality agency for the LA Basin) have issued several orders asking 
for a series of plans, schedules and other information related to the drilling of 
relief wells, options for capture of the venting gas and killing the well.   DOGGR 
has required plans to be delivered by early next week.  We also understand SoCal 
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Gas may attempt another well “killing” next week.  They are also in the process of 
drilling relief wells which they estimate will take approximately 3 months. 
  
EPA Role: 
  
We are developing a CAA 114 information request to SoCal Gas for the 
information (described above) they are preparing for State agencies. So here’s my 
“ask” of OEM, other OLEM and Regional Colleagues:  We are looking for expertise 
within the Agency or the larger federal family (e.g., DOI) that Region 9 might tap 
to help evaluate this information.  DOGGR has engaged Lawrence Livermore and 
Sandia National Labs for technical assistance.  My staff will be joining DOGGR and 
Lawrence Livermore for a site visit tomorrow.  My staff and I understand the legal 
constraints on our CERCLA authorities (i.e., petroleum exclusion).  We have 
received a letter from Congressman Sherman requesting EPA intervention and 
have had phone inquiries from Senator Boxer’s staff. 
  
Thanks for your help and let me know if you have any questions or concerns 
about our approach on this one. 
  
  
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
  
  
  

<Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
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KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Social Media:                          
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Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lakin, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:35 AM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar; Steckel, Andrew; Machol, Ben; Davidson, Ken; Tong, Stanley; Jordan, 

Deborah
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: FW: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:47 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt 
<Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, 
Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, 
"Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, 
"LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
  
Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
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75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and 
Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lakin, Matt
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 9:24 AM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar
Cc: Steckel, Andrew
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA

FYI as well. 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 9:22 AM 
To: BANDROWSKI, MIKE <Bandrowski.Mike@epa.gov>; Davidson, Ken <Davidson.Ken@epa.gov>; Stewart, Kathleen 
<Stewart.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA 

 
Mike, Ken, and Katie, FYI.  Also, there is a link to the benzene sampling results. 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 7:00 PM 
To: Guria, Peter <Guria.Peter@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth 
<Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA 

 
FYI  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 6:13:08 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 
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Update of the potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately seven weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
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in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.  The results of 
that evaluation are posted here.  

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 12/29/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 12/29/2015) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
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CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Basinger, David
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:51 PM
To: Chew, Andrew
Cc: Magnan, Eric; Steckel, Andrew; Saracino, Ray
Subject: FW: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume
Attachments: Coalbed & Shale Gas Symposium_RES-Compressed.pdf

Interesting information from Cindy Beeler. Lidar used to identify coalbed methane seeps for Sothern Ute Indian Tribe 
(very close to Navajo on the Utah side). 
 
Sharing with others that might have interest based on previous discussions. 
 

From: Beeler, Cindy  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:52 PM 
To: Basinger, David 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
The Four Corners methane leak appears to be coming from outcrops of coalbed methane (so seeping out of 
the ground rather than point-source) – but final results of extensive NOAA et all studies this past summer to be 
published. 

I met with ITT a few years back when they wanted to describe their ANGEL (Airborne Natural Gas 
Emission Lidar) system to detect methane emissions. At that meeting they told us they were about to 
embark on a project for the Souther Ute Tribe to see if there was methane seepage occurring on their 
reservation from the Fruitland Outcrop. They thought there was because the Tribe had done ground 
surveys and seen evidence of dead vegetation. 

ANGEL Services reliably detects all seeps greater than 6 MSCF/D and they have done controlled 
releases to verify this (in snow cover too). 

The SUIT Project Purpose: 

 To monitor changes in the Fruitland Outcrop as gas is tapped. 
 To find highest concentrations of gas to help determine best locations for wells. 
 To confirm areas of known methane seeps and find new seeps. 

Results: 

 Most areas previously known to have had gas seeps were identified by ANGEL Services as 
still having flowing gas. 

 A few previously unknown areas of flowing gas were also identified. 

Attached is a presentation made at Coalbed & Shale Gas Symposium (circa 2009) – Jointly done with 
SUIT (Southern Ute Indian Tribe).  
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Cindy Beeler 
US EPA Region 8, Energy Advisor 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
Tel:   303-312-6204 
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message. 

 
From: Basinger, David  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 8:44 AM 
To: Beeler, Cindy 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
I was thinking about a NASA‐identified large methane release (iirc) in New Mexico from several years back – I was 
wondering if you may have heard of any partial resolution: did they identify a source, etc? From you response, 
apparently not; maybe someone in Region 6 would know more? 
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general‐news/20150409/methane‐hot‐spot‐mysterious‐mass‐half‐the‐size‐of‐
connecticut‐hovers‐over‐four‐corners 
http://research.noaa.gov/News/NewsArchive/LatestNews/TabId/684/ArtMID/1768/ArticleID/11121/Scientists‐probe‐
methane‐mystery‐in‐Four‐Corners‐.aspx 
 
Yes, the Aliso Canyon release is similar to the BP blowout in that it is a failed deep well and a directional well may be the 
solution; it’s very different in that it’s natural gas storage & not produced crude/gas, and it’s on land instead of deep 
underwater. 
 

From: Beeler, Cindy  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 7:31 AM 
To: Basinger, David 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
I am not aware of any other natural gas well blowouts – seems to me more akin to the BP Horizon oil well 
blowout which took months to contain, required a directional well to be drilled into the blowout well to alleviate 
pressure, and estimates of flowrate were, well, estimates. 
 
In R8 we’ve observed and recorded many instances of emission leaks form process equipment, but not from a 
significant well blowout event. 
 

Cindy Beeler 
US EPA Region 8, Energy Advisor 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
Tel:   303-312-6204 
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message. 

 
From: Basinger, David  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 8:27 AM 
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To: Beeler, Cindy 
Subject: RE: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
Thanks; I’ve seen several FLIR videos on this leak, but hadn’t seen this one before. 
 
Does R8 have their own experience (or know of other regions, perhaps region 6 (?), with similar experience) with large 
methane leaks like this one? 
 

Dave 
office 415.972.3506 
 
 

From: Beeler, Cindy  
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 9:11 AM 
To: Basinger, David 
Subject: EDF Aerial IR Video of Aliso Canyon Methane Plume 
 
David – You’ve probably seen this already, but in case not … 
 

CALIFORNIA:  

Enviros release new video of natural gas leak  

Published: Thursday, December 24, 2015 

A plume of invisible methane rises above Los Angeles in new infrared video obtained by the Environmental Defense 
Fund. 

More than 150 million pounds of methane have leaked from the largest natural gas storage facility on the West Coast 
since it was first detected more than two months ago. 

Some 1,700 homes and two schools near Aliso Canyon have been evacuated as an invisible plume of gas rises from the 
facility owned by Southern California Gas Co. at a rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour. 

Environmentalists say the leak is the biggest single methane producer in California, releasing emissions equivalent to six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million cars. 

"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," said Tim O'Connor, EDF's California climate director. "It is 
coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And it is absolutely uncontained." 

Southern California Gas Co. believes a failed well casing caused the pressurized gas to seep to the surface, but it has 
been unable to plug it. 

The massive leak comes as the Obama administration battles for stricter regulations on methane emissions and California 
Gov. Jerry Brown (D) seeks to implement the nation's strictest emissions standards (ClimateWire, Dec. 22). 

"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away from populated areas," said Adam Brandt, an assistant professor 
at Stanford University's Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment. "One important step forward for sustainability will 
be to design ways to quickly detect and fix these large leaks soon after they happen" (Joby Warrick, Washington Post, 
Dec. 24). -- DTB 
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Cindy Beeler 
US EPA Region 8, Energy Advisor 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
Tel:   303-312-6204 
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message. 
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Detection for Exploration and Environmental 
Monitoring 
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Continuing Improvements in  
Natural Gas Detection 

March 19, 2013 2 

1980 1970 1960 

Flame Ionization 

Spectroscopy 

•Hand-held device 

•Slow – 1 mph 

•Need to come in 

contact with the plume 

•Terrain and property 

issues 

•Prone to false alarms 

2000 2001 1990 

Pass-through 

Optical Sensors 

•Truck mounted sensor 

•Slow – 5 mph 

•Need to come in contact 

with the plume 

•Terrain and property 

issues 

•Easily damaged 

2003 2004 2002 

Active Remote Sensing 

•Airborne DIAL Sensor 

•High sensitivity 

•Broad area scan pattern 

•Fast  > 100 knots 

•Easily covers hard to get at 

areas from a distance 

2005 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    
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Agenda 

 

• Introduction to ITT Corporation 

• Introduction to Differential Absorption Lidar (DIAL) and ANGEL 

Services 

• Introduction to the Southern Ute Indian Tribe (SUIT) 

• Overview of the Fruitland Outcrop 

• Use and value of ANGEL Services for Exploration & 

Environmental Monitoring 

• Results of SUIT coalbed methane project 
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Introduction to ITT 
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Component producer for the 

transportation, marine, industrial 

and aerospace markets 

MOTION & FLOW 
CONTROL 

World’s largest supplier of 

pumps and systems to 

transport and control water 

and other fluids 

FLUID 
TECHNOLOGY 

Supplier of military defense 

systems and advanced technical 

and operational services 

DEFENSE ELECTRONICS  
& SERVICES 

• Fortune 500 company 

• $10B+ annual revenues; 40,000+ employees worldwide 

Who is ITT? 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    
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Introduction to DIAL & ANGEL Services 



What is ITT’s ANGEL Services? 

 

• Airborne Natural Gas Emission LIDAR (ANGEL) 

• Uses methane-tuned DIAL system 

• Applications 

• Finds pipeline leaks that current best practices miss 

• Exploration for coalbed methane seeps 

• Environmental monitoring 

• Flying since 2004 

 

 

Attributes: 

 

•Effective 

•Efficient 

•Sensitive 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 7 



Digital 

Video 

Camera 

DIAL 

Sensor High 

Resolution 

Mapping 

Camera 

ANGEL Services:  
Aircraft and Sensor System 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 8 
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Wave Number (cm-1) 

 Ratio of “on-line” and “off-line” absorption is converted to ppm-m using an 

equation based on Beer’s Law, which relates the absorption of light to the 

properties of the material through which the light is passing.  

Leak Location 

ANGEL Services Measures PPM-M with 
Differential Absorption Lidar (DIAL) 

The “off-line” wavelength at 

low absorption feature 



State-of-the-art Technology  
For Methane Seep Detection 

• Can fly up to 1000 miles  

  per day   

 

• Finds seeps 2-4 scfm  

  and larger 

Using Airborne Natural Gas Emission Lidar (ANGEL) Services  

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 10 



DIAL Leak Indication: 
 

Confirmed underground leak 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 11 



High Resolution Mapping Imagery 
 

 

•Gives context  

•Orthorectified 

•Shows exact seep or leak 

location 

Mapping Imagery Provides  

One-Foot Ground Resolution 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 12 



Broad Area Coverage 

ANGEL Services 

covers an area 

with a grid of 

parallel passes. 
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Introduction to the SUIT 



Southern Ute Indian Tribe 

• Tribal lands in resource-rich southwestern Colorado 

• Methane is the tribe’s most important and marketable natural 

resource. 

• Actively promotes the well being of the tribe through business 

developments. 

• Exercises concern for the environment and safety. 

 

 



Tribal Concerns Regarding Methane 

• FINANCIAL ISSUE:  A substantial source of potential income 

is being lost into the air through seeps. 

• ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE: Methane is a potent greenhouse 

gas and contributor to global warming. 

• PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUE: Potential health and 

safety issues for people living in areas of methane seepage. 
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Overview of the Fruitland Outcrop 



The Fruitland Outcrop 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 18 

90 square miles of outcrop. 



Coal Outcrop 

ANGEL Services 

surveys with ease 

areas that are 

otherwise hard to 

access. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 19 

Coalbeds can be in rough terrain. 



Monitoring Well  

Prior to tapping the gas 

ANGEL Services 

reliably detects all 

seeps greater than 

6 MSCF/D. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 20 



One Indicator of Methane Seeps 

Dead Vegetation 

Insect infestations 

and other 

stressing factors 

also cause 

vegetation to die. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 21 

“We know there are seeps there because 

we’ve done ground surveys and seen 

evidence of dead vegetation, which is 

caused by methane displacing oxygen 

around the roots.”  Bill Flint, Geologist, SUIT 

Growth Fund.  
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Use of ANGEL Services for Exploration 
and Environmental Monitoring 



Project Purpose 

• To monitor changes in the Fruitland Outcrop as gas is tapped. 

• To find highest concentrations of gas to help determine best 

locations for wells. 

• To confirm areas of known methane seeps and find new 

seeps. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 23 



Win-Win Situation 

• Finding and collecting coalbed methane 

 

• Provides revenue  

 

• Decreases methane (a potent greenhouse gas) escaping to the 

atmosphere 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 24 



ANGEL Services Indications of Methane 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 25 



More Methane 



All Season Detection 

• Issues surrounding detection over snow 

 

• Will methane get to the surface when it is snow-covered? 

 

• Can ANGEL Services detect methane against a background of 

snow which has low reflectance in the mid-wave IR? 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 27 



Block 3 Survey with and without Snow 

Original 

Indication 

Original 

Flight Date 

January 16, 2009 

Detection 

Jan 30, 2009 

Detection 
Feb 15, 2009 Detection 

BY 
August 24, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

CA 
August 24, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BU 
August 22, 

2008 
yes no no 

BR 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BS 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BN 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

BO 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes no-ish - see comments. 

BZ 
August 22, 

2008 
yes yes yes 

Detection over snow as substantially identical to earlier results with no snow. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 28 



SUIT Snow Results 



Value of Using ANGEL Services  

• Surveys large areas faster than any other method. 

• Can operate over rough terrain. 

• All season detection. 

Value:  End-to-end one-

stop service that detects, 

measures, and quantifies 

gas emissions, leaks, and 

seeps as well as provides 

geospatial information.  

High survey and reporting 

rate. 
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Results of SUIT Coalbed Methane Project 



Results 

• Most areas previously known to have had gas seeps were 

identified by ANGEL Services as still having flowing gas. 

• A few previously unknown areas of flowing gas were also 

identified. 

Ground Data Processing Center  

in Rochester, NY 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 32 

“They found a number of seep areas that we 

didn’t know we had and were able to confirm 

when we did measurements on the ground.  

There were even instances where our people 

actually walked a section and did not find any 

seeps, but actual seeps were discovered 

through the aerial mapping.  Bill Flint  



Carbon Junction West  



Carbon Junction West – LT Environmental  
2007 Detailed Seep Mapping Methane Flux Contour Map Fruitland 

Outcrop, Colorado USA 



Carbon Junction West – ANGEL Services  

 



Conclusions 

• Methane-tuned DIAL flown in an airplane is an effective and 

efficient method for natural gas exploration and monitoring. 

• ANGEL Services is a year-round survey solution. 

 

ANGEL Services 

can perform 

methane surveys 

over large areas 

faster than by any 

other method. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 36 



Questions?  

 
 
 

 

Rulon E. Simmons, Senior Scientist 

ANGEL Services 

ITT Space Systems Division 

(585) 269-5121 
ANGEL@itt.com 

 www.ssd.itt.com/angel 

 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 37 

http://www.ssd.itt.com/angel
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ANGEL Services Indication BU 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 39 
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Detection Results – Controlled Releases 

SCFH as measured

750 500 250 150 100

O G

AH Y

A T

S B

W AE

AG X

AI AA

Valve 110

39.50718, -122.05310

19 Nov @ 12:14

K

39.50729, -122.05322

19 Nov @ 11:58

AL

37.86593, -121.34571

20 Nov @ 12:38

H, J

M New Termo MM

N Arbuckle

Z Whitehall Rd

AF Camino Diablo

Walnut Blvd V

Morici MM Morici MM

Byron Hot Springs Byron Hot Springs

Found all leaks 250 SCFH (4 SCFM) or greater with no false alarms 



Proven Technology 

• Developed and Tested under contracts with 

• U.S. Department of Transportation – Pipeline and Hazardous 

Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)   

• Hazardous Liquids Airborne Lidar Observation (HALOS) 

• Rapid Emergency Response 

• U.S. Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory 

(NETL) 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 41 



DIAL Detects Methane Over Snow  

ANGEL is a year-round survey solution. 

Use or disclosure of this information is subject to the restrictions on the Title Page of this document.    3/19/2013 42 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Steckel, Andrew
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:42 AM
To: Abby Steckel (abby.steckel@gmail.com)
Subject: FW: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

I would like to discuss this letter with you in contrast to the BSU demands of the school board. 
 

From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 9:35 AM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Steckel, Andrew <Steckel.Andrew@epa.gov>; Machol, Ben 
<Machol.Ben@epa.gov>; Davidson, Ken <Davidson.Ken@epa.gov>; Tong, Stanley <Tong.Stanley@epa.gov>; Jordan, 
Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:47 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt 
<Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, 
Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, 
"Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, 
"LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
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<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
  
Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and 
Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Steckel, Andrew
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 9:33 AM
To: Nicole Law; Tong, Stanley
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA

 
 

From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 9:24 AM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Cc: Steckel, Andrew <Steckel.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA 

 
FYI as well. 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Lakin, Matt  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 9:22 AM 
To: BANDROWSKI, MIKE <Bandrowski.Mike@epa.gov>; Davidson, Ken <Davidson.Ken@epa.gov>; Stewart, Kathleen 
<Stewart.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA 

 
Mike, Ken, and Katie, FYI.  Also, there is a link to the benzene sampling results. 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D.  
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division  
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR‐2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 7:00 PM 
To: Guria, Peter <Guria.Peter@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth 
<Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA 

 
FYI  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 6:13:08 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 
Update of the potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance 
to the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of 
emissions from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a 
substantial number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-
term symptoms such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and 
respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
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strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately seven weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.  The results of 
that evaluation are posted here.  

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 12/29/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 12/29/2015) 

 
  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

  

 

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 

 

 

 

 
Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Ty, Fatima
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 2:29 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Zito, Kelly
Cc: Gaudario, Abigail; Hanna, Steve; Kao, Jessica; Keener, Bill; Kwok, Frances; LEONIDO-

JOHN, STEVEN; Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: Weekly Report for January 25, 2016
Attachments: Weekly Report 012516 final.docx

‐For Internal Distribution Only‐ 
 
Please see the attached report. 
 
 
Fatima Ty 
Special Assistant 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA, Region 9 
Tel (415) 972‐3550 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 25, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: JANUARY 18–JANUARY 22, 2016 
 
Hawaii Trip: The Regional Administrator was in Hawaii for various meetings and a visit to Midway 
Atoll. He participated in a radio interview, attended Red Mass, observed a CWSRF-funded project that 
will reduce discharges to the Ala Wai, and met with HDOH’s Deputy Director for Environmental 
Health, Keith Kawaoka. The Regional Administrator also visited Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB 
contamination and marine debris that has been impacting the islands.  
 
Centennial Corridor: On January 11, EPA commented on Caltrans’ Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Centennial Corridor highway project in Bakersfield. Caltrans adequately 
responded to EPA comments on the Draft EIS, and committed to numerous localized air quality project 
improvements through the $1.5 million Voluntary Emissions Reduction Agreement they reached with 
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District. Some of the project improvements include 
upgrading school HVAC systems, diesel engine retrofits for school buses, automotive tune-ups for 
residents, and wood-burning fireplace replacements, with a prioritization for communities with 
environmental justice concerns. (Appleton, 2-3321) 
 
Smart Growth in Calexico: At the invitation of GSA, on January 19, we participated in the first of a 
series of visioning workshops in Calexico. GSA is investing more than $300 million to modernize a port 
of entry over the next 5 years and wants to leverage that investment to benefit Calexico. GSA is 
conducting a series of workshops to inform an “urban planning feasibility study.” The City is looking to 
improve the pedestrian experience and streetscape and revitalize its downtown, as well as improve 
transit connectivity to the port of entry. Calexico is in Imperial Valley, one of our Making a Visible 
Difference communities. (Stollman, 2-3729) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: We continue to participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, state and 
local agencies. We continue to work on a plan to review the 1,665-page SoCalGas response to our CAA 
information request. On January 18, SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to 
safety concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 
“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site 
without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan to capture and flare 
the methane from the leaking well. On January 20, we participated in a call with DOT/PHMSA and 
DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities. SoCalGas continues to make good progress 
with drilling a relief well to attempt a bottom-kill operation in February. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Climate Justice Alliance Rally: On January 19, about 15 Climate Justice Alliance representatives 
gathered for a peaceful rally in front of the Region 9 office. They wanted to hand deliver their report, 
“The Our Power Plan: Charting a Path to Climate Justice.” Elizabeth Adams and Amy Zimpfer met with 
the group and advised them to formally submit comments by January 21. (Nazmi, 2-3684) 
 
Potable Water Reuse in California: On January 19, we participated in a meeting of the California 
State Water Board’s Advisory Group on Direct Potable Water Reuse, which is preparing 
recommendations on elements for upcoming regulations. We provided comments on ensuring 
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appropriate operator training and certification and for additions to the Consumer Confidence Reports to 
cover reuse treatment, monitoring, compliance and health considerations. (Macler, 2-3569) 
 
HDOH DWSRF: On January 19, we notified Hawaii Department of Health that we are prepared to 
award their remaining $8.1 million Drinking Water State Revolving Fund allotment for 2015. HDOH 
had met the revised targets for disbursing funds and issuing new loan agreements required by an EPA 
corrective action plan. (Polanco, (808) 541-2722) 
 
TRI Data Release: On January 21, EPA released the national TRI data analysis for 2014. Region 9 
provided state by state press releases, except Hawaii’s analysis, which has been delayed until March due 
to recent TRI report changes by a key industry. The analyses show that although there were increases in 
the majority of TRI chemicals used in production in 2014, there was an overall decrease in releases to 
the environment due to increased recycling rates. (Morimoto, 2-3306) 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants: Forty-nine applications were 
received nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity, and 8 of those applications were received 
from communities and nonprofits in Region 9, the highest number of proposals received by any Region. 
The proposals will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months. The national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications. (Emeric-Ford, 4-1821) 
 
Argonaut Mine: With several rain events, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water run 
off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site behind the tailings dam. The 
systems are working well and both the City of Jackson and the Department of Toxics Substances 
Control are conducting inspections following the rain events. DTSC has hired an engineering company 
to perform the retrofit work and a kick-off meeting to is scheduled for January 25. (Shane, 2-3037) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar: On January 20, Brownfields staff participated in a webinar 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on 
Brownfields resources and technical assistance. The webinar focused on sharing federal and state 
resources that could assist organizations creating new health access points in underserved communities. 
The Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert underutilized properties, 
containing known or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged 
communities, such as health clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens. 
(Emeric-Ford, 4-1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU: On January 14, the Court entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA Consent 
Decree, which provides for the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as settlement of all OU1 
costs and outstanding site-wide costs incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL listing phases. Shell 
will submit payment for past costs amounting to $1.2 million. (Rodriguez, 2-3166, Mueller, 2-3953) 
 
CO2 Monitor Deployment: On January 20, the Facilities Office deployed three CO2 monitors to each 
Division along with instructions and data tracking tables. These monitors will be used to identify work 
space areas that exceed the 1,000 ppm lease threshold. Areas identified as exceeding 1,000 pm will have 
a CO2 data logging monitor deployed that will allow us to provide reports to GSA and Hines. 
 
Sustainability National Meeting, Washington, D.C.: Region 9 staff will attend the Sustainability 
National Meeting on January 26-28. EPA HQ and Region sustainability leads will continue discussions 
to develop a shared national vision and agenda to advance sustainability within EPA. (Bloch) 
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THIS WEEK: JANUARY 25-JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
EPA Border Children's Environmental Health Symposium, San Diego, CA: On January 27, the 
Regional Administrator will give opening remarks at the Children’s Environmental Health Symposium, 
which will focus on children’s environmental health risks found within the California/Baja California 
and Arizona/Sonora regions. This symposium will discuss environmental health issues in the border 
region, how prenatal and childhood exposures can impact children’s health and development, and what 
participants can do in their respective roles to address or mitigate children’s environmental health risks. 
 
CA SRF Event, Carlsbad: On January 27, the Regional Administrator will participate in a press event 
highlighting the SRF in California. The event will feature the Carlsbad Municipal Water District, which 
has received $29.5 million for a water recycling project. 
 
Imperial County Meeting with Janet McCabe: On January 25, the Imperial County Air Pollution 
Control District’s Air Pollution Control Officer, Brad Poiriez, will meet with Acting AA Janet McCabe 
in Washington D.C. Topics of discussion will include dust at the Salton Sea, PM2.5 and ozone plans, 
exceptional events, and US/Mexico border issues. Mr. Poiriez will also meet with Office of 
Environmental Justice Director, Matt Tejada. (Zimpfer, 7-4146) 
 
Water Innovation at CleanTech Forum, San Francisco: At the request of ORD’s National Risk 
Management Research Laboratory, we will participate in the CleanTech Forum, January 25-27. This 
event fosters sustainability technology innovation, including energy and water sectors, through 
discussions and networking to match start-up companies with investors. We will support ORD’s Water 
Technology Clusters program, which is looking for emerging trends and technologies. (Macler, 2-3569) 
 
Virgin America Compliance Assistance: We will meet with Virgin America in Burlingame, January 
26-28, to conduct our first Airline Drinking Water Rule compliance assistance, consistent with EPA 
HQ’s policy. We will observe O&M disinfection, flushing, filling, and sampling of aircraft potable 
water systems at SFO airport. EPA Richmond lab will analyze samples for bacteria. (Ryan, 2-3806) 
 
Central Coast Regional Board Nutrients TMDLs: We will approve the nutrients TMDLs for the 
Lower Santa Maria River watershed and tributaries of Oso Flaco Lake. The TMDLs address several 
nutrient related pollutants (e.g., ammonia, nitrate, orthophosphate, dissolved oxygen, microcystin, 
chlorophyll a). Concentration-based waste load allocations are assigned to stormwater discharges for the 
cities of Santa Maria and Guadalupe and counties of San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara; and load 
allocations are assigned to irrigated agricultural lands and domestic animal and livestock operations. 
(Parrish, 2-3456) 
 
Super Bowl 50: The Super Bowl is coming to the Bay Area. San Francisco will host 9 days of activities 
before the big game on February 7 in Santa Clara. Two major Super Bowl events will be staged near the 
Ferry Building and Moscone Center that will affect traffic and transit routes. Road closures on January 
23-February 12 will include Howard Street from 3rd to 5th Street, southbound lanes of the 
Embarcadero, and streets surrounding the Embarcadero/Market Street area. In anticipation of these 
changes, we are asking everyone to plan ahead and work closely with your supervisor to discuss work 
options.  
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Lean Training: We will host training for Lean Six Sigma green belt and black belt candidates on 
January 25-29. There are 13 green belt candidates and 8 black belt candidates from Region 9 and 8 
candidates from other regional and Headquarters offices. 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: On January 28, Greenaction and other nonprofit organizations plan to 
protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office and Region 9’s office. They are protesting 
Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard Superfund site. They are 
concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and gentrification. (Lane, 2-3236, Lee, 7-
4187) 
 
Arizona Rule Rescissions: We plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on proposed and 
direct final Federal Register notices approving rescission of four Arizona rules, which address 
administrative procedures. (Wehling, 2-3901, Gong, 2-3073) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: We plan to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed EPA action on SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 
standard and a five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Winter Regional Tribal Operations Committee Meeting: The Winter RTOC Meeting will take place 
in Rohnert Park at the Graton Rancheria Convention Center, January 25-28. The meeting will include a 
daylong working retreat for EPA Regional Indian Steering Program Committee Members and the RTOC 
Tribal Caucus, as well as a three day RTOC meeting. Over 100 people have registered for the meeting, 
and agenda highlights include several General Assistance Program training sessions, NEPA 
presentation, and drought-related assistance discussion. (Lopez, 2-3771) 
 
NEXT WEEK: FEBRURY 1-FEBRUARY 5, 2016 
 
California Air Resources Board and San Joaquin Valley Meeting: On February 3, we will host a 
meeting with executive management from CARB and the SJV Air District to discuss policies and 
measures needed to help the SJV attain the PM2.5 and ozone standards and maintain attainment of the 
PM10 standard. This year the state must submit attainment plans for the 2008 ozone standard (July) and 
the 2012 PM2.5 standard (October) and a second 10-year maintenance plan for the PM10 standard 
(December) for the SJV. (Drake, 7-4157) 
 
Hawaii Sulfur Dioxide Exceptional Events: By February 2, we will request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on our concurrence with Hawaii’s SO2 Exceptional Events request for four 
monitors affected by volcanic emissions in 2012, 2013, and 2014. This concurrence will bring the 
monitors on the Big Island of Hawaii into attainment of the 2010 SO2 standard. (Yoshimura, 7-4134) 
  
Hawaii SO2 Designation: By February 5, we will request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
120-day letter to the Governor of Hawaii concerning Hawaii’s SO2 designation. The Big Island is the 
only affected area in Region 9 for this round of SO2 designations. Once we concur with Hawaii’s 
Exceptional Events request we can designate the island unclassifiable/attainment by the consent decree 
deadline of July 2, 2016. (Yoshimura, 7-4134) 
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Emergency Preparedness Meeting: On February 2-4, Region 9 will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency 
Preparedness conference in San Diego. In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we 
are bringing together State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal 
agencies (Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of 
Homeland Security) and state agencies (California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California 
Environmental Protection Agency) for discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 
13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security. (Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
California Furnace Rules: In February, we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
Federal Register notice finalizing approval of San Joaquin and South Coast rules that limit emissions 
from residential furnaces. These rules lower the nitrogen oxides emission limits on furnaces that can be 
sold in San Joaquin and South Coast. (Gong, 2-3073) 
 
Navajo Generating Station, Tribal NSR Minor Modification: In early February, we plan to submit 
for public notice the draft Tribal minor NSR Permit for a minor modification at Navajo Generating 
Station near Page, Arizona. The minor modification is being requested by Salt River Project for 
construction of a Refined Coal Treatment System that is expected to reduce mercury and NOx emissions 
from the boiler units. (Maurin, 2-3943) 
 
Imperial Valley New Source Review Rule: In early February, we plan to request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of three Imperial Valley rules that contain air 
permitting and New Source Review provisions. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Rule: In early February, 
we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited 
disapproval of five Northern Sonoma rules that update the District’s PSD program to include 
requirements for PM2.5. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: In February, we expect to submit 
for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 
9’s first title V permit in Guam. (Harvey, 2-3498) 
 
Kern County Volatile Organic Compound Rule Approval: In February, we plan to request the 
Regional Administrator’s signature on a direct final approval package for three Eastern Kern Air 
Pollution Control District regulations. These rules describe procedures for inspection of public records, 
establish requirements for metal and plastic parts coating, and address coating at aerospace facilities.  
(Graham, 7-4120) 
 
Active Shooter Response Training: HQ staff will conduct active shooter response training in Region 9 
on February 9.  
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 18, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: JANUARY 11–JANUARY 15, 2016 
 
TomKat Ranch Educational Foundation: On January 13, the Regional Administrator toured TomKat 
Ranch in Pescadero, CA to learn about its efforts on sustainable land use, carbon sequestration, water 
management, and soil health. 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA: We continued to participate in daily calls with 
SoCal Gas, state and local agencies. RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical 
expertise from other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of 
gas capture and well-kills. On January 13, Region 9 met with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies 
(including PHMSA) to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. On January 13, 
Senators Boxer and Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and 
Attorney General Lynch requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to 
the release. Gov. Brown's office convened a meeting on January 15 at Porter Ranch at which senior state 
agency representatives spoke. Steven Leonido-John attended the meeting. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
CA Water Quality Standards for Trash: On January 12, the Regional Administrator approved the 
California State Water Resources Control Board’s water quality standards for trash in state waters. 
These standards will prohibit the discharge of trash from municipal stormdrain systems, industrial and 
transportation facilities, and construction sites that are regulated under NPDES permits. California is the 
first state to adopt a trash control policy and water quality standards for trash. (Hashimoto, 2-3452) 
 
HDOH DWSRF Enforcement Update: On January 7, the Hawaii Department of Health responded to 
our September 21, 2015, grant enforcement letter, in which EPA withheld the majority of HDOH's 2015 
capitalization grant funds. In order to receive the remainder of HDOH’s 2015 allotment, we had required 
that HDOH commit at least $28,283,883 in new assistance agreements and disburse $7,674,832 between 
June 30, 2015-January 29, 2016. HDOH informed us that they had met the interim required targets, 
which we confirmed were met. We are prepared to award the remaining balance of HDOH’s 2015 
Drinking Water allotment of $8,098,680 pending receipt and approval of an amended grant application 
for these funds. 
 
CA DWSRF: The California State Water Resources Control Board informed us that they have reduced 
DWSRF unliquidated obligations to below $160 million, which is the target they were required to meet 
by June 2016, the end of their corrective action plan. The program had a ULO of $455 million in 
October 2012. (Licata, 2-3450) 
 
National Report on Clean Water Infrastructure Needs: On January 13, HQ issued a press release 
announcing the release of EPA’s Clean Watersheds Needs Survey 2012, Report to Congress, which 
shows that $271 billion is needed to maintain and improve the nation’s wastewater infrastructure. Needs 
reported for Region 9 were $26.2B in CA (second only to NY = $31.4B), $6.8B for AZ, $3.1B for NV, 
$2.16B for HI, and $399M for Guam, approximately 16% of the total for the nation. American Samoa 
and the Northern Marianas did not participate. (Eberhardt, 2-3420) 
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Water Division Meetings in Hawaii: Mike Montgomery was in Hawaii on January 11-15 to meet with 
Hawaii Department of Health, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Federal Partners, the 
Governor’s staff, Maui and Hawaii Counties, and the City and County for Hawaii. His primary 
objectives were to: 1) continue to build support for the structural and procedural changes to the State 
Revolving Funds that will facilitate meeting DOH’s Corrective Action Plan targets; 2) foster continued 
cooperation between Federal Agencies to help address the causes of high unliquidated obligations across 
federal programs; and 3) promote development of a statewide strategy for funding/financing of cesspool 
closure and support state efforts to ban new cesspools. (Montgomery, 2-3438) 
 
National NPDES Pesticide Permit: Water Division Directors from all regions signed the federal 
register notice for proposed reissuance of the national NPDES General Permit for Pesticide Discharges, 
(“PGP”). Reissuance is scheduled for October 2016. In Region 9, the PGP covers Federal, Tribal and 
Territorial lands; delegated states have their own pesticides permits. (Mues, 2-3768) 
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine: On January 11, we installed remote monitoring and sampling 
equipment at the flooded mine impoundment. The real-time water level monitoring will allow EPA and 
the Army Corps of Engineers to see signs of rising water and a potential overflow through the mine's 
spillway. We also installed automatic sampling equipment should an overflow occur. We are working 
with local stakeholders and the Army Corps on a plan to monitor water quality in Clear Lake in case of 
an overflow. (Riley 2-3003) 
 
Navajo Generation Station Complaint: On January 14, DOJ filed a Motion to Dismiss the Complaint 
filed by the To’Nizhoni Ani, Black Mesa Water Coalition and Dine Citizens Against Ruining our 
Environment alleging that EPA and DOI participated in the Technical Work Group on Navajo 
Generating Station (“TWG”) without complying with the Federal Advisory Committee Act. DOJ is 
moving to dismiss because the allegations in the Complaint are a collateral attack on EPA’s 
promulgation of a Federal Implementation Plan imposing regulations on NGS which CAA 307(b) 
requires to be filed in the Court of Appeals, not U.S. District Court. Dismissal is also appropriate 
because the Plaintiffs have failed to state a claim demonstrating that EPA or DOI participated in a 
Federal Advisory Committee. (Lyons, 2-3883) 
 
FY16 Brownfields Grant Applications: The regional Brownfields program received 23 proposals from 
16 applicants requesting $6.9M in funding for Brownfields assessment and cleanup grants through a 
national request for proposals. Nationally 223 proposals will be funded with $54.5M available. The final 
decisions are expected in late May-early June. (Emeric-Ford, 4-1821) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture: We issued a consent order to Puna Geothermal Venture, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a 
penalty of $76,500. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Chemical Safety Board Meeting: On January 13, Kay Lawrence attended the Chemical Safety Board 
meeting in Torrance, CA, at which the CSB delivered the interim results of their investigation of the 
Exxon Mobil refinery accident that occurred in February 2015. The meeting attracted an audience of 
several hundred people. (Lawrence, 2-3039) 
 
Air and Land Managers (ALM) Meeting, Sacramento: On January 13, we attended the annual ALM 
meeting, a gathering of California federal, state and local air officials and federal land managers from 
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the Forest and Park Services. The purpose was to discuss lessons learned from previous wildfire seasons 
and plan for next year. (Drake, 7-4157) 
 
Santa Monica 2015 State of the Bay Report: Santa Monica Bay National Estuary Program issued a 
comprehensive assessment of the environmental conditions of Santa Monica Bay and its watershed. The 
primary goals are to measure progress in restoring natural habitats and resources, to educate the public, 
and to identify the challenges in protecting and managing the Bay and its watershed. The report is 
produced once every five years. (Martin, 2-3403) 
 
Press Tour of Region 9 Lab: On January 11, Stephanie Baer of the LA News Group toured the Region 
9 Lab; she had inquired about algae toxin occurrences in California.  
 
THIS WEEK: JANUARY 18-JANUARY 22, 2016 
 
Hawaii Trip: The Regional Administrator will be in Hawaii for various meetings and a visit to Midway 
Atoll. Meetings are being planned with the new DOH’s Deputy Director for Environmental Health, 
Keith Kawaoka, and to see a CWSRF-funded project. The Regional Administrator will also visit 
Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination and marine debris that has been impacting the 
islands.  
 
Climate Justice Alliance (CJA) Rally: Communities for a Better Environment, on behalf of CJA, 
requested a meeting with the Regional Administrator and Elizabeth Adams on January 19 on the Clean 
Power Plan. The group will hold a peaceful rally in front of the building. CJA member groups intend to 
hold similar rallies at all ten EPA regional offices on the same day. (Nazmi, 2-3684) 
 
Dust Assessment, Management and Mitigation Conference: On January 20, Colleen McKaughan 
will present on health effects of particulate pollution at a conference in Pinal County. The conference, 
hosted by the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the University of Arizona College of 
Agricultural and Life Sciences, includes topics related to soil health, dust monitoring and mitigation 
strategies. (McKaughan, 520-498-0118) 
 
Office of Civil Rights Public Meeting, Oakland: The Office of Civil Rights is organizing a series of 
public meetings to take comment on proposed changes to EPA’s civil rights regulations. Region 9’s 
meeting will take place on January 20 at the Oakland Downtown Marriott. Alexis Strauss and senior 
representatives of OCR and DOJ will give remarks. (Reyes, 2-3795) 
 
Salton Sea Tribal Concerns: On January 21, EPA Air, Water and Tribal Program staff will participate 
in a conference call to discuss concerns on the Salton Sea. During the October 26, 2015 RTOC meeting, 
Tribes expressed frustration with ongoing issues pertaining to the Salton Sea and the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement (QSA). The tribes alleged that they have been inadequately consulted and have 
the potential to suffer major air quality degradation as a result of reduced inflow to the Salton Sea. 
Additionally, the Tribes have concerns about the current conditions and future actions that may impact 
migratory birds. (Chin, 2-3797) 
 
Concur Pilot Program: We have established a new group email box for travel questions and support - 
R9Travel@epa.gov – as part of our pilot project to improve travel support to Region 9. In addition to the 
Cincinnati Travel Help Line, employees can email requests for help. We still expect to direct questions 
of a travel policy nature to Cincinnati. We will pilot the email box with two divisions: Air and EMD. 

mailto:R9Travel@epa.gov
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SEE Enrollee Transit Subsidy: NOWCC informed us that they are going to open the pre-tax benefit to 
all California enrollees. In Region 9, we have 36 in San Francisco and 4 in Richmond, LA and San 
Diego. NOWCC will soon send out more specific information and enrollment forms. 

OCFO Visit: David Bloom and Howard Osborne from OCFO will visit Region 9 on January 22 for lead 
region discussions. 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 25-JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
EPA Border Children's Environmental Health Symposium, San Diego, CA: The Regional 
Administrator will give opening remarks at the Children’s Environmental Health Symposium, which 
will focus on children’s environmental health risks found within the California/Baja California and 
Arizona/Sonora regions. This symposium will discuss environmental health issues in the border region, 
how prenatal and childhood exposures can impact children’s health and development, and what 
participants can do in their respective roles to address or mitigate children’s environmental health risks 
 
Tribal Resources Forum: The Water Division will attend the Money and More: MATIC Tribal 
Resource Forum for Arizona Tribes and Tribal Organizations hosted by the Multi-Agency Tribal 
Infrastructure Collaborative (MATIC). More than 25 organizations, including several federal agencies, 
will be represented at this one-day, one-stop tribal funding, technical assistance, and training resources 
forum. Water Division staff will present on the Clean Water Indian Set-Aside and Drinking Water Tribal 
Set-Aside Programs, and will provide resources on tribal solid waste and green building. (Sockabasin, 2-
3772, Vanegas 2-3433) 
 
Navajo Gold King Costs: Staff from EMD, SFD, WTR and ORC are discussing a cooperative 
agreement that would reimburse Navajo for costs incurred as a part of the Gold King Mine spill 
response. 
 
Lean Training: Training for Lean Six Sigma green belt and black belt candidates is scheduled for 
January 25-29 in the regional office. 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: We plan to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action on SJV’s serious area attainment 
plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 
2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 standard and a 
five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Designations: By February 5, we will request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a 120-day letter to the Governor of Hawaii concerning Hawaii’s SO2 designation. The Big 
Island is the only affected area in Region 9. We anticipate concurring on SO2 exceptional events 
(volcano) and designating the island unclassifiable/attainment by the consent decree deadline of July 2, 
2016. (Yoshimura, 7-4134) 
 
South Coast Rule Disapprovals: We plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
Federal Register notice finalizing disapproval of five South Coast rules. The rules concern automobile 
scrapping and commuting as well as administrative procedures. We proposed this disapproval in 
November 2015. (Perez, 2-3248) 
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Navajo Generating Station, Tribal NSR Minor Modification: We plan to submit for public notice the 
draft Tribal minor NSR Permit for a minor modification at Navajo Generating Station. The minor 
modification has been requested by Salt River Project for construction of a Refined Coal Treatment 
System that is expected to reduce mercury and NOx emissions from the boiler units. (Maurin, 2-3943) 
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: In late January, we plan to request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of three Imperial Valley rules that contain air 
permitting and New Source Review provisions. (Yannayon, 2-3534)  
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration Rule: We plan to request the 
Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited disapproval of five 
Northern Sonoma rules. The rule revisions update the District’s PSD program to include requirements 
for PM2.5. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: We expect to submit for public 
notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first 
title V permit in Guam (Harvey, 2-3498) 
 
Regional Tribal Operations Committee: The Winter RTOC meeting will be in Rohnert Park, CA, on 
January 26-28.  
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Essential California  
Send to a Friend | View in browser 

 

Good morning. It is Friday, Jan. 22. To all the Angelenos with outstanding 
fines at the library: It’s time to come out of the shadows. Starting Feb. 1, 
the L.A. Public Library will offer a two-week amnesty period for overdue 
books. Here's what else is happening in the Golden State: 

TOP STORIES 

Housing woes 
The Southern California Gas Co. has backed off a proposal to stop 
moving Porter Ranch residents sickened by a natural gas leak into homes. 
The utility had planned to move customers into less expensive hotels and 
motels, but the plan was scrapped after Los Angeles City Atty. Mike Feuer 
threatened to take legal action. “What a pickle — for SoCal Gas, landlords, 
relocation agencies and residents desperate to leave town until the broken 
well is fixed,” said one real estate agent. Los Angeles Times  
 
Small-time donors 
A federal grand jury is looking into contributions given to L.A. City 
Councilwoman Nury Martinez for her 2015 reelection campaign. Federal 
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investigators are interested in donors who gave $5 and $10. Candidates 
had to receive small contributions from at least 200 people in the district in 
order to qualify for public “matching funds.” A consultant for Martinez’s 
reelection campaign said he believes Martinez is not the target of the 
federal investigation. She benefited from $65,360 in public funds during last 
year’s race. Los Angeles Times 

DROUGHT AND CLIMATE 

Slow progress: El Niño’s storms are making a dent in California’s 
drought. “The recent rains have put us on a good trajectory to perhaps 
have a shot out of the drought if it were to continue at the current rate,” said 
Doug Carlson, a spokesman with the California Department of Water 
Resources. Los Angeles Times 

L.A. AT LARGE 

A rare fail: Walt Disney CEO Robert Iger was brought in last year to help 
bring the San Diego Chargers and Oakland Raiders to Carson. Last week, 
those efforts fell apart when it was announced that the St. Louis Rams 
would move to a new stadium in Inglewood. So what happened? “It had 
much more to do with the threshold issue of whether the NFL should come 
back to L.A., which teams, and which project,” said Marc Ganis with a 
sports business consulting firm. Los Angeles Times  
 
LGBT history: When Circus Disco opened in 1974, it welcomed gay men 
and particularly gay Latino men who were not embraced at other clubs. The 
space was known for its fanciful clown entrance, flashing lights and fun-
house mirrors. Now, some of those elements will be incorporated into the 
hundreds of apartments that will be built on the former club’s site. 
Preservationists say it’s a way to educate Angelenos on the city’s gay 
history. Los Angeles Times  
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With the gorillas: A zoo employee appeared to suffer a leg injury 
Thursday when he fell into the gorilla exhibit. The 61-year-old man had 
been landscaping the area when he slipped and fell 15 to 20 feet into the 
exhibit’s moat. The apes were in their sleeping quarters at the time of the 
fall. Los Angeles Times  
 
L.A.’s leadership: Why are Angelenos so suspicious of homegrown 
leaders, asks writer Joe Mathews. Take the selection of new LAUSD 
Superintendent Michelle King, who attended the city’s public schools and 
has spent years working for the district. “She’s hardly following giants; the 
district has had eight superintendents in 20 years, many of them outsiders, 
including a Navy admiral who had little idea what he was doing.” Zócalo 
Public Square  
 
Up for auction: A Frank Lloyd Wright home in Brentwood will be 
auctioned off next month. The 1,200-foot home is valued between $2.5 
million and $3 million. New York Times 

POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 

Spend what you have: In his State of the State address, Gov. Jerry 
Brown didn’t propose any new projects or major initiatives. Instead, he said 
California needs to focus on paying for the commitments it’s already made. 
“If we are to minimize the zigzag of spend-cut-spend that this tax system 
inevitably produces we must build a very large reserve,” Brown said. Los 
Angeles Times  
 
Speech analysis: Gov. Brown’s speech shows just how many political 
lives one man can have, writes columnist Cathleen Decker. “Brown’s long-
offered description of governing — that you row a little to the left and a little 
to the right — assumes a generally direct path to the desired destination. 
But his personas have veered far more sharply than that,” she writes. Los 
Angeles Times  
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Ew, yuck: The city of La Jolla may soon install a barrier to keep sea lions 
and their waste away from the shore. The smell along the coast is 
generally considered to be unbearable due to the excrement of sea lions 
and birds. CityLab  
 
Keep your clothes on: Nudists in Huntington Beach are upset that city 
officials will no longer allow them to rent out a city pool for their events. The 
group has rented out the swimming pool for the last eight years, but 
Huntington Beach’s new city attorney opined that nudity is prohibited at the 
city’s recreational facilities. “It would be unfortunate to let all our members 
and followers know that we, as respectful and law-abiding naturists, are 
now being singled out and are no longer welcome in the city,” said Rolf 
Holbach, president of the Southern California Naturist Assn. Los Angeles 
Times 

CRIME AND COURTS 

Criminal charges: Officials with a California ski resort want criminal 
charges filed against a snowboarder who allegedly trespassed into a 
closed area of the resort and triggered an avalanche. Christian Michael 
Mares captured the aftermath of the avalanche on a GoPro camera he was 
wearing. Los Angeles Times  
 
Car crash: A collision in Oakland on Wednesday night left one man dead 
and his car sheared in half. The 21-year-old driver was traveling at a high 
rate of speed, according to police, when he lost control and struck a tree. 
Jameil Brown died at the scene, while his passenger walked away without 
a scratch. SFist 

CALIFORNIA CULTURE 
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Prolific writer: Denny Freidenrich of Laguna Beach is something of a 
throwback. For 40 years, he’s been writing letters to the editors of 
America’s leading newspapers. “He’s offered his opinion to the world on 
topics like steroids in baseball, political debates, Nelson Mandela’s legacy, 
off-shore drilling, Steve Jobs’ death, terrorism and gun control.” Orange 
County Register  
 
One of the guys: In San Jose, a pack of Siberian huskies has adopted a 
cat into group. Rosie, the cat, has taken after her canine companions, 
enjoying long hikes through the snow. ABC News  
 
Menswear: Are L.A. men becoming more fashionable? “The next 
movement is this street look, and it’s 100% L.A.,” said one stylist. Wall 
Street Journal 

CALIFORNIA ALMANAC 

San Francisco will have rain and a high of 59 degrees. Los Angeles will be 
mostly cloudy and 70. San Diego will have sun and a high of 67. In 
Riverside, it will be mostly cloudy and 72 degrees. 

AND FINALLY 

Today's California Memory comes from Karen Ward:  
 
“My biggest memory is from 1962, when my family lived in the San 
Fernando Valley before the 405 Freeway was open to traffic. My friend and 
I lived a block away from the freeway, and our moms used to tell us to go 
play on the freeway. We used to jump on our bicycles, ride up the off-ramp, 
since it was on our side of the street, and it was safe to ride around. Every 
time I come to the Nordhoff Street exit when I’m on the 405, my mind’s eye 
sees my friend and I riding our bikes. Simple, fun times.”  
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If you have a memory or story about the Golden State, share it with us. 
Send us an email to let us know what you love or fondly remember about 
our state. (Please keep your story to 100 words.)  
 
Please let us know what we can do to make this newsletter more useful to 

you. Send comments, complaints and ideas to Alice Walton or Shelby 

Grad. 
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Interested in advertising in the newsletter? Click here to learn more. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:39 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to provide situational awareness on 
the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, DOE/national labs, DOI, 
FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that would be ideal.  They have 
been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different from our delegations.  they do 
not appear to retain any facility specific oversight authority.  Once they certify the state (which they do every 
year), it looks like they would have to de certify the state in order to exercise federal oversight directly over a 
situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
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Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA and the State of 
CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you know the 
scope of the call? The WH is calling a meeting Friday morning with some 
agencies to talk about this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA and the State of CA (possibly 
also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about this incident and they're 
expecting EPA to take point but we keep saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's 
DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:21 AM
To: Meer, Daniel; Johnson, Kathleen; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth; Keener, Bill; Moore, 

Letitia; Allen, HarryL
Cc: Strauss, Alexis; Kao, Jessica
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA - Aliso Canyon gas leak

FYI 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:03 AM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: News from OEHHA 

 
OEHHA is providing assistance to the SCAQMD and the LAPH in evaluating potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
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number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately six weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.    
The results of that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels  
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page  

 
  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

  

 

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 
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Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:05 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Manzanilla, Enrique; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: Fwd: new gas storage regulations

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Schilling, Teresa@DOC" <Teresa.Schilling@conservation.ca.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 12:34:22 PM PST 
To: "News@DOC" <News@conservation.ca.gov> 
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations 

  

CONTACT: Teresa Schilling/Don Drysdale/Krista Watson, 
(916) 323-1886 pao@conservation.ca.gov 

  
  

CALIF. OIL & GAS DIVISION ISSUES 
NOTICE 

OF PENDING EMERGENCY NATURAL 
GAS STORAGE REGULATIONS 

  
SACRAMENTO — The California Department of 

Conservation (DOC) today gave notice of an interim 

rulemaking package to regulate natural gas storage 

facilities.  The emergency regulations are required 

by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.’s January 6 

declaration of a state of emergency due to the 
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ongoing Southern California Gas Company natural gas 

leak at Aliso Canyon. The emergency regulations will 

go to the Office of Administrative Law on January 26. 

“These regulations execute the Governor’s order 

and will significantly strengthen state oversight of 

natural gas storage facilities to ensure public 

health and safety as well as environmental 

protection,” said DOC Chief Deputy Director Jason 

Marshall.  

In a January 6 proclamation, Governor Brown 

ordered DOC’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources to issue emergency regulations requiring 

gas storage facility operators throughout the state 

to comply with six new safety and reliability 

measures: 

♦ Require at least a daily inspection of gas 

storage well heads, using gas leak detection 

technology such as infrared imaging. 

♦ Require ongoing verification of the mechanical 

integrity of all gas storage wells. 

♦ Require ongoing measurement of annular gas 

pressure or annular gas flow within wells. 

♦ Require regular testing of all safety valves 

used in wells. 
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♦ Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits 

for each gas storage facility in the state. 

♦ Require each storage facility to establish a 

comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates 

and     prepares for risks at each facility, 

including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. 

Once the proposed emergency regulations are submitted to 

the Office of Administrative Law (OAL), OAL will post notice of the 

emergency rulemaking on its website. OAL will have 10 working 

days to review the regulations. OAL will field public comments on 

the proposed regulations, and will consult with DOC regarding 

any response to comments. If OAL approves the rulemaking 

package, the interim rules will be in place at the end of the 10-day 

review. 

Members of the public can submit comments within five 

calendar days of OAL’s posting of the proposed emergency 

regulations on the OAL website via mail, FAX or email: 

Mail: OAL Reference Attorney, 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1250, 

Sacramento, California 95814. 

FAX: (916) 323-6826 

E-mail: staff@oal.ca.gov 
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A copy of comments submitted to OAL also must be 

submitted to the DOC: 

Mail: Department of Conservation, 801 K Street, MS 24-02, 

Sacramento, CA 95814, Attention: Gas Storage Facility 

Regulations. 

Fax: (916) 324-0948. 

E-mail: DOGGR_GasStorageRegs@conservation.ca.gov. 

OAL will confirm that the agency has received the comment 

before considering it. Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 

title 1, section 55, subdivision (b) (1) through (4), the comment 

must state that it is about an emergency regulation currently 

under OAL review, and include the topic of the emergency. 

“We will initiate the process to update permanent regulations 

for natural gas storage, which will include a significant opportunity 

for public review and input, in the coming weeks,” Marshall said. 

Background information about the ongoing Southern 

California Gas Company leak at Aliso Canyon is available on the 

DOC web site.  Many state agencies have a role in the response 

to the leak.  Regular updates and background information on the 

situation are available at the California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services website here. 

### 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Morales, Esther
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 5:14 PM
To: Fritz, Matthew
Subject: EPA Weekly Administrator's Report 01 15 16
Attachments: EPA FINAL Weekly Administrator's Report 01 15 16.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good evening, 
 
Please find attached the weekly Administrator’s Report, covering the period from January 15 – January 24. 
 
Best, 
Esther 
 
Esther F. Morales 
White House Liaison 
(202) 564‐3580 desk  
(202) 573‐6324 cell 
Morales.Esther@epa.gov  
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EPA WEEKLY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
January 15, 2016 – January 24, 2016 

 
 
 
Priorities  
 
During the week of January 18, EPA Region 9 representatives are continuing to participate in 
regular operational calls with local, state and company officials to stay updated on the Aliso 
Canyon (California) Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak.  As of the week of January 11, 
SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests are in process, 1035 
newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 744 residents 
have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. In addition, the Los Angeles Unified 
School District's Board of Education is expediting the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane 
Charter and Porter Ranch Community School. School resumed on January 11.  
 
Announcements - Presidential Priorities  
 
Jobs/Economy: Nothing to report. 
 
ACA Implementation: Nothing to report. 
 
Immigration: Nothing to report. 
 
Climate/Energy:  
 
Office of Air and Radiation Acting Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe and Associate 
Assistant Administrator for Climate Joseph Goffman will continue to meet with stakeholders 
regarding the Climate Action Plan: 
 

• On January 19, Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe will meet with the Alliance of 
Automobile Manufacturers to discuss issues related to the light-duty greenhouse gas 
standards. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 19, Associate Assistant Administrator Goffman will participate in a meeting 
with EPA Regions 8 and 10 and Washington State to discuss issues related to the Clean 
Power Plan. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 21, Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe will speak to the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors about the Clean Power Plan. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 21, Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe will participate in a Twitter Chat 
with the American Lung Association for Radon Awareness Month. Open Press, 
Washington, DC.  

 
My Brother’s Keeper: Nothing to report. 
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VA Backlog: Nothing to report. 
 
Announcements - Department/Agency Priorities 
 
Principal Schedules 
 
During the reporting period of January 15 – January 24, Administrator McCarthy will attend the 
following: 

• On January 18, Administrator McCarthy will participate in an MLK Day of Service event 
with Miriam’s Kitchen. At the soup kitchen, Administrator McCarthy will announce 
EPA’s new Food Stewardship toolkit that offers tips and tools for faith and community 
leaders and members to reduce wasted food. She will also participate in a tour of the soup 
kitchen and have the opportunity to serve the homeless. Open Press, Washington DC. 

• On January 21, Administrator McCarthy will speak to the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
(USCM) Environment Committee. Her remarks will focus on the Clean Power Plan and 
how mayors can work with their states and utility companies. Open Press, Washington, 
DC. 

 
During the reporting period of January 15 – January 24, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg 
will attend the following 

• On January 22, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg will attend the 3rd Community 
Solutions Task Force Meeting.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 
 

On January 15, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will attend EPA’s Office of Civil 
Rights (OCR) Proposed Rule Modification Public Listening Sessions. The Listening Sessions are 
in response to a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) released by OCR. The NPRM 
announces a modification to EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation, allowing EPA to more 
strategically manage its administrative complaint docket by tailoring the appropriate resolution 
path to each complaint based on the unique factual pattern and legal issues presented and by 
clarifying EPA’s authority to conduct proactive compliance reviews and collect critical 
compliance data. The proposed changes bring the office’s regulation into conformance with 
those of more than twenty other federal agencies. Open Press, Research Triangle Park, NC. 
 
On January 18 – 22, Region 9 Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is traveling to Hawaii and 
Midway Island for several site visits and meetings with Hawaii Department of Health officials, 
federal agency and military officials. Environmental topics to be discussed include the Navy’s 
Red Hill fuel storage facility, marine debris, water quality, the State Revolving Fund, 
enforcement actions and other topics. Closed Press, Honolulu, HI and Midway Island, HI. 
 
On January 19, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver the keynote address 
at the Five Star Grants Award Ceremony. The Five Star Grants projects seek to address water 
quality issues in priority watersheds, such as erosion due to unstable stream banks, pollution 
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from stormwater runoff, and degraded shorelines caused by development. Open Press, Atlanta, 
GA. 
 
On January 19, Region 5 Administrator Susan Hedman is scheduled to meet with representatives 
from the NAACP, the Little Village Environmental Justice Organization and the Indigenous 
Environmental Network to listen to their views on EPA’s Clean Power Plan. The groups are 
specifically interested in how the Federal Implementation Plan will address environmental 
justice concerns.  Open Press, Chicago, IL. 
 
On January 19, Region 8 Administrator Shaun McGrath will participate on a call with EPA 
Region 10 and the state of Washington on a proposed bill in Washington State that could have 
significant impacts on the Colstrip coal-fired power plant in Montana. Closed Press, Conference 
Call.  
 
On January 19, Region 9 Administrator Jared Blumenfeld will participate in a Hawaii Public 
Radio morning show discussion on various environmental issues in the state, including the 
Navy’s Red Hill fuel storage facility, marine debris, water quality, the State Revolving Fund and 
other topics. Open Press, Honolulu, HI. 
 
On January 20, Office of Land and Emergency Management Assistant Administrator Mathy 
Stanislaus will meet with industry representatives to discuss efforts to connect with Local 
Emergency Planning Committees/Tribal Emergency Planning Committees, communication and 
outreach best practices, and other actions underway to strengthen chemical facility safety. Closed 
Press, Washington, DC. 
 
On January 20, Chief Information Officer Ann Dunkin will participate in FedScoop’s Leadership 
Roundtable Dinner. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 
 
On January 20, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will speak at an Executive 
Session during the Region 4 Tribal Operations Committee. All six Region 4 tribes will be in 
attendance. Her remarks will focus on federal and tribal relations, as well as provide an 
opportunity to respond to questions. Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
 
On January 20, Region 8 Deputy Administrator Deb Thomas will participate in a meet and greet 
with the Executive Committee of Regional Tribal Operations.  Closed Press, Denver, CO.  
 
On January 20, Region 8 Deputy Administrator Deb Thomas will meet with Ron Ness and Kari 
Cutting of the North Dakota Petroleum Council to discuss the Clean Air Act 114 Information 
Requests that were send to several oil and gas companies in N.D. Closed Press, Denver, CO.  
 
On January 20-21, Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais will announce the 
City of Selma as a winning WaterCARE community for water finance technical assistance, to 
tour a project funded using Clean Water Act Section 319 funding in Montgomery, and to meet 



4 
 
 

 

with the Commissioner of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management.  Open Press, 
Selma and Montgomery, AL. 
 
On January 21, Office of Land and Emergency Management Assistant Administrator Mathy 
Stanislaus will have a conference call with representatives of the Coalition to Prevent Chemical 
Disasters regarding chemical facility safety. Closed Press, Conference Call. 
 
On January 21, Region 1 Administrator Curt Spalding will be giving remarks at the E2Tech 
Maine January Forum. Open Press, Portland ME. 
 
On January 21, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will participate in the 
Partnership for Sustainable Communities Regional Administrators Meeting. HUD, FTA, and 
FEMA will also participate in this meeting.  Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
 
On January 20 – January 22, Deputy Chief Financial Officer David Bloom and Associate Chief 
Financial Officer Howard Osborne will visit EPA’s Region 9 and 10 offices as well as the Las 
Vegas Finance Center to meet with EPA staff.  Closed Press, San Francisco, CA; Seattle, WA; 
and Las Vegas, NV. 
 
On January 22, Agency Science Advisor and Deputy Assistant Administrator Tom Burke is 
expected to give a keynote on science translation and communication at the Council of 
Environmental Deans and Directors’ winter meeting. Closed Press, Arlington, VA. 
 
On January 23, General Counsel Avi Garbow will speak at the 2016 Annual Florida Chapter’s 
Conference of the Federalist Society on a panel entitled “Federalism and Environmental Law” 
concerning recent EPA regulations and the role of the federal government in the context of 
environmental law.  Open Press, Lake Buena Vista, FL. 
 
Items of Note 
 
On January 14, EPA will publish a final National Coastal Conditions Assessment under EPA’s 
National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-year cycle, the assessment is 
a national coastal monitoring program with rigorous quality assurance protocols and 
standardized sampling procedures designed to produce national and regional estimates of coastal 
condition. 
 
On January 14, EPA will release a summary of the green infrastructure technical assistance it has 
provided to 39 communities since 2007 and the benefits that these projects have provided for 
water quality, community resiliency, and other goals.  EPA’s technical assistance projects were 
designed to benefit local communities and serve as case studies for communities with similar 
goals. These projects included creating conceptual designs, reviewing local codes to remove 
barriers, developing guidance, estimating economic benefits, and modeling the effect of green 
infrastructure. 
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By January 15, EPA will allow all flubendiamide registrations to expire. Flubendiamide is an 
insecticide currently registered on over 200 crops to control moth and butterfly pests. While 
flubendiamide poses very low risks to human health, it is considered persistent and thus poses 
ecological risk because its break-down products remain in the environment. Once flubendiamide 
is no longer available, growers will likely use pyrethroids as an alternative. 
 
On January 14, Region 10 is launching an informational campaign for the Portland Harbor 
Superfund site in order to help Portlanders be prepared to engage and provide comments when 
the proposed plan for clean-up is released in April, 2016. 
 
On or before January 15, EPA will provide comments to the New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services (NH DES) regarding the air quality modeling protocol submitted to EPA 
concerning SO2 emissions from the Schiller Station. NH DES has identified air quality modeling 
as its first step in addressing EPA's July 28 Schiller Station Title V Petition Order, where EPA 
found NH DES did not provide an adequate record on how it addressed a SIP-approved interstate 
air pollution provision found in the state's permitting regulations. 
 
As early as January 15, EPA will publish a proposed rulemaking to provide enhanced 
opportunities for tribes to engage in the Clean Water Act’s impaired waters listing and Total 
Maximum Daily Load programs.   
 
As early as January 15, EPA expects to issue a direct final rule (and parallel proposed rule), 
“Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Revisions to Reporting and Recordkeeping for Imports and 
Exports.” This action is part of the Agency’s effort to implement the International Trade Data 
System (ITDS). The ITDS allows businesses to transmit the transactional data required by 
multiple Federal agencies for the import and export of cargo through a single “window.”  The 
rule makes only minor changes to the EPA regulations related to the import and export of ozone-
depleting substances. 
 
As early as January 15, EPA will propose the “Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule: Leak Detection 
Methodology Revisions and Confidentiality Determinations for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Systems.” This proposed rule would add new monitoring methods for detecting leaks from oil 
and gas equipment in the petroleum and natural gas systems source category, consistent with the 
leak detection methods in the recently proposed new source performance standards for the oil 
and gas industry. The proposed rule also would add emission factors for leaking equipment to be 
used in conjunction with these monitoring methods to calculate and report greenhouse gas 
emissions resulting from equipment leaks, and proposes confidentiality determinations for new 
data elements contained in this proposal. 
 
On January 21, EPA expects to publish the 2014 Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) National 
Analysis, which encompasses EPA’s analysis and interpretation of the most recent TRI data on 
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toxic chemical releases and pollution prevention activities at more than 20,000 industrial 
facilities. The National Analysis includes local, regional, and national data. 
 
On January 22, EPA expects to join interagency partners in announcing the selection of 27 or 
more communities for the next round of planning assistance through the “Local Foods, Local 
Places” program.  The Local Foods, Local Places program provides technical support to help 
economically disadvantaged communities create walkable, healthy, vibrant places through local 
food enterprise. More than 340 communities are seeking participation.   
 
As early as January 18, the following grants will be awarded and Congressional notifications 
made: 

• $5,000,000- Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonstrations, Educational Outreach and 
Special Projects, the Regents of the University of CA – Davis; 

• $1,071,000- State Public Water System Supervision, Nebraska Department of Health & 
Human Services; 

• $1,230,212- Air Pollution Control Program Support, Cook County Illinois Department of 
Environmental Control; 

• $1,209,332- Air Pollution Control Program Support, Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control; and 

• $1,934,100- Hazardous Waste Management State Program, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources. 

 
As early as January 20, EPA will formally announce the ten WaterCARE communities to which 
EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center will provide technical assistance.  
EPA’s technical assistance will help these disadvantaged communities to conduct planning 
activities that will help them increase their financial capacity before they begin infrastructure 
projects.  The EPA will have previewed this formal announcement with an informal 
announcement at an event commemorating the one-year anniversary of the Center on January 14. 
                                                    
As early as the week of January 18th, EPA expects to announce in the Federal Register a meeting 
on March 7th and 8th where its Science Advisory Board (SAB) will be providing feedback on 
proposed improvements to the Agency’s methodology for estimating benefits associated with 
reduced risk of mortality.  After taking this input into account, in 2016, EPA expects to 
incorporate revised guidance on these matters into the Agency’s Guidelines for Preparing 
Economic Analysis.  
 
As early as the week of January 18, EPA plans to propose to provide 18 additional months for 
refiners to comply with some of the requirements of the Refinery Sector Rule. Refiners need this 
time to develop and implement procedure to safely comply with standards during maintenance 
activities associated with process vents under Refinery MACT 1 and for periods of startup and 
shutdown associated with fluid catalytic cracking units (FCCU) and sulfur recovery units (SRU) 
regulated under Refinery MACT 2.  
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As early as mid-January, EPA will deliver the ToxCast Report to Congress. At the request of the 
FY’13 House of Representatives’ Department of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies 
Appropriations bill, EPA is providing this report on: the associated funding in FY’13 for 
activities supporting the use of human biology-based experimental and computational 
approaches in health research to further define toxicity and disease pathways associated with 
chemicals; the development of tools for their integration into evaluation strategies; and the 
progress of Toxicity Testing in the 21st (Tox21) Century activities in fiscal year 2014.  
 
30-60 Day Look-Ahead   
 
On January 25, the NAS will be briefing EPA and other members of the Interagency Working 
Group on the Social Cost of Carbon (SCC) on its Phase I interim report on “Assessing 
Approaches to Updating the Social Cost of Carbon”. NAS will likely release the Phase I report to 
the public on January 26th. The Phase II final report is expected in early 2017. 
 
On January 25, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will attend the Pacific Northwest 
Directors’ meeting which includes environmental agency heads from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington, the province of British Columbia and Environment Canada.  Closed Press, Seattle, 
WA. 
 
On January 26, Administrator McCarthy will testify in front of the House Agriculture Committee 
at approximately 10:00am and will be the only witness. The hearing is on EPA activities, 
generally, and includes many issues and topics.  
 
On January 26, EPA plans to publicly release a new GIS-based mapping tool, known as 
DWMAPS, focused on drinking water source protection.  DWMAPS is designed to display 
potential sources of contamination in watersheds critical to drinking water to help states and 
others apply the Clean Water Act and other available tools to protect drinking water sources. 
 
On January 26, the Chesapeake Bay Program will release its annual summary of health and 
restoration progress in the Chesapeake Bay region. The Bay Program’s 2014-15 “Bay 
Barometer: Health and Restoration in the Chesapeake Watershed” offers the public a science-
based snapshot of current health indicators and watershed-wide progress toward a restored Bay 
ecosystem.  The release will include online posting on the Chesapeake Bay Program website, 
news release to media, and media conference call/briefings with subject experts.  
 
On January 26, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran along with Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality Director Dick Pedersen will speak at a Law Seminars International’s 
Conference titled: Buying and Selling Electric Power in the West. The session will focus on: 
“The Clean Power Plan: Status report on issues at the federal and state levels.” Open Press, 
Seattle, WA. 
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On January 27, Director of the Office of Transportation and Air Quality Christopher Grundler 
will be testifying on a panel in front of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Oversight and 
Government Affairs Committee. The topic of the hearing is the Renewable Fuels Standard. 
 
On January 27, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver a presentation at the 
Flexible Packaging Association Environmental and Safety Summit. Her presentation will focus 
on RCRA, TSCA, environmental justice and sustainability. Open Press, St. Petersburg, FL. 
 
On January 27 – 28, Office of International and Tribal Affairs Principal Deputy Assistant 
Administrator Jane Nishida will attend the Protecting Children’s Environmental Health US-
Mexico Border Symposium to discuss general environmental health issues, impacts of prenatal 
and childhood exposures on children's health and development, and strategies to address 
children's environmental health risks. Healthcare professionals, environmental professionals, 
health educators, and members of the public from the US and Mexico will be in attendance. This 
discussion will help develop a set of recommendations that can guide future collaborative work 
to mitigate environmental health risks to children. Open Press, San Diego, CA.  
 
On January 29, EPA will reissue the New Mexico National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) General Permit. About 25 dairies and 
feedlots are currently covered under the 2009 general permit, and these facilities are expected to 
reapply for coverage under this proposed permit reissuance. The permit applies to CAFOs 
housing horses, sheep, dairy cows and cattle.  
 
By January 30, EPA will finalize the phosphorus TMDLs for 12 Vermont segments of Lake 
Champlain. The TMDLs were proposed in mid-August and were open for public comment for 60 
days, generating approximately 200 comments. EPA is working closely with the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation in responding to the comments. Vermont has already 
begun implementation steps that are not dependent on the exact final allocations.  
 
By January 30, EPA will submit comments on the Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for the NEC FUTURE project.  NEC 
FUTURE is a comprehensive planning effort to define, evaluate, and prioritize future 
investments in the Northeast Corridor (NEC) from Washington DC to Boston. The NEC is 
shared by intercity, commuter, and freight operations and moves more than 365 million 
passengers and 14 million car-miles of freight per year.  EPA expects to make comments on the 
DEIS addressing wetlands and aquatic impacts, water quality, air quality, climate change, 
alternatives and mitigation. 
 
As early as January 27, EPA will release the final Integrated Science Assessment (ISA) for 
Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) – Health Criteria. NOx is one of six criteria pollutants for which EPA 
has established National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). In November 2013 and 
January 2015, EPA released draft NOx Health ISAs for public comment and peer review by 
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EPA’s Science Advisory Board-Clean Air Science Assessment (SAB-CASAC). EPA revised the 
draft assessment following each peer review.  
 
As early as January 28, EPA will publish a final National Coastal Conditions Assessment under 
EPA’s National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-year cycle, the 
assessment is a national coastal monitoring program with rigorous quality assurance protocols 
and standardized sampling procedures designed to produce national and regional estimates of 
coastal condition. 
 
As early as January 30, the National Remedy Review Board’s comments on the Portland Harbor 
Superfund site and responses to those comments will be posted on the Portland Harbor website.  
 
In late January, Region 9 expects to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
proposed action for San Joaquin Valley’s (SJV’s) serious area attainment plan and extension 
request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 2011, but the 
area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard.  
 
In late January, Region 9 will submit for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras 
Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first title V permit in Guam. 
 
By late January, EPA will propose the Addition of a Subsurface Intrusion Component to the 
Hazard Ranking System Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The Hazard Ranking System (HRS) is 
the principal mechanism that EPA uses to evaluate sites for placement on the National Priorities 
List (NPL). The addition of a subsurface intrusion component would allow an HRS evaluation to 
directly consider human exposure to hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants that enter 
regularly occupied structures through subsurface intrusion. Subsurface intrusion occurs when 
hazardous substances in the soil or groundwater enter an overlying building by volatilization or 
other means.  
 
By late January, EPA will finalize the Additions to the Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials 
(NHSM) Categorical Non-Waste Fuels Final Rule. In the 2013 NHSM final rule, EPA 
established a rulemaking process for categorical determinations for adding NHSMs as non-waste 
fuels. Rulemaking requests for adding NHSMs to the list of categorical non-wastes will have to 
demonstrate how the NHSMs successfully meet the criteria listed in 40 CFR 241.4(b)(5). EPA 
issued a proposed rule to list as categorical “certain non-waste fuels construction and demolition 
wood processed” according to best management practices, paper recycling residuals, and 
creosote-treated railroad ties.  
 
As early as late January, EPA expects to post its Third Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) 
Report to Congress. This report covers final grant and rebate program results from the Recovery 
Act (2009) and FY 2009/2010, as well as estimated results from FY 2011, FY 2012, and FY 
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2013. From FY 2008 to 2013, EPA awarded 642 grants that have upgraded nearly 73,000 
vehicles or pieces of equipment and saved over 450 million gallons of fuel. EPA estimates that 
total lifetime emission reductions achieved are 14,700 tons of PM and 335,200 tons of NOX. 
These reductions have created up to $12.6 billion of health benefits.   
 
As early as late January, the Global Methane Initiative (GMI) will issue the 2015 US 
Government's Global Methane Initiative Accomplishments report online. GMI plays an 
important role in promoting methane capture and use projects internationally and in reducing 
emissions of methane globally. The 2015 report summarizes the US Government’s contributions 
to GMI, and highlights key 2014 projects and activities.  
 
In late January, EPA will e-publish its 2014 Office of Atmospheric Programs Climate Protection 
Partnerships Annual Report. This report provides the latest accomplishments from many of 
EPA’s voluntary partnership programs, including the ENERGY STAR program, Green Power 
Partnership, Center for Corporate Climate Leadership, Methane Emissions Reduction programs, 
and Fluorinated Greenhouse Gas Emissions programs. Program results include information on 
annual emissions reductions and investments in energy efficiency, clean energy technologies, 
and other climate-friendly practices from the more than 19,000 US organizations that partnered 
with EPA in 2014.  
 
As early as late January, EPA will complete reconsideration of the Standards of Performance for 
New Stationary Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Commercial and 
Industrial Solid Waste Incineration Units. EPA is finalizing the use of continuous emissions 
monitoring systems data during startup and shutdown, a particulate matter limit for waste-
burning kilns, establishing a fuel variability factor for coal-burning energy recovery units, and 
revising the definition of kiln to clarify the boundaries of the waste-burning kiln to be consistent 
with air toxics standards for Portland cement facilities.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will issue a final rule to make amendments to its mobile source 
regulations. The regulatory amendments will: 1) provide downstream end user exemptions for 
product transfer documents for renewable fuels; 2) clarify the gasoline sulfur credit generation 
period end date; 3) restore regulatory text that was inadvertently deleted in a prior final rule; and 
4) extend a compliance deadline for performance-based measurement systems (PBMS) for some 
gasoline test methods to January 1, 2017.   
 
As early as late January, EPA, in collaboration with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, plans to 
launch a website that will provide added transparency for Clean Water Act jurisdictional 
determinations made by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and EPA.  The website was 
developed in accordance with two joint EPA-Army memoranda issued in 2015 regarding 
implementation of the Clean Water Rule and associated legal challenges.  Users of the site will 
be able to search, sort, map, view, and download approved jurisdictional determinations from 
both agencies using different search parameters. 
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As early as late January, when the registrations of single-trait Plant Incorporated Protectants 
expire, EPA will reach an agreement with the Agricultural Biotechnology Stewardship Technical 
Committee to refine and implement a new Corn Rootworm (CRW) resistance management 
strategy. EPA is seeking substantial mitigation, including the possible phase-out of single trait Bt 
corn PIPs for CRW control in order to help prolong Bt effectiveness for CRW control.  
 
As early as late January, EPA will announce its Implementation Plan for Bee Exposure and 
Effects Testing, a guide for Agency risk assessors and risk managers on pesticide risk 
assessments for bees. The 2015 guidance, which will be of interest to companies that 
manufacture pesticides, aims to ensure consistency regarding the types of bee exposure and 
effects studies being requested by EPA. This effort further supports President Obama’s 2014 
initiative on pollinator health. 
 
As early as late January, EPA will propose, for a 30-day public comment period, a regulatory 
decision concerning dicamba to control weeds in cotton and soybeans that are genetically 
engineered (GE) to tolerate the pesticide. The proposal will explain EPA’s interpretation of the 
risks from these requested uses and EPA’s regulatory approaches for stewardship. EPA’s 
proposal will address public safety and explain any mitigation necessary to protect non-target 
species, including endangered species. The proposed regulatory program will address the need 
for stewardship to prevent herbicide resistant weeds and to manage pesticide drift.  
 
As early as late January, EPA anticipates releasing the final report, Regional Monitoring 
Networks to Detect Climate Change Effects in Stream Ecosystems. The report is designed to 
help experts more uniformly and effectively collect biological and continuous thermal and 
hydrologic data at currently ungaged sites in wadeable streams through the establishment of 
consistent methods.  
 
On February 1, EPA will begin internal review and sign off on the Pilgrim Nuclear Power 
Station draft NPDES permit. The Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station in Plymouth, MA announced on 
October 13 that they plan to close the plant by June 2019.  Region 1 is currently evaluating how 
this announcement will shape the draft permit, especially in consideration of the “useful life 
plant” factor under 316(b).  Region 1 is also evaluating potential post-closure conditions. Region 
1 still intends to issue a draft permit, but the recent developments may impact the permit’s 
requirements.  
 
On February 2, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-to-
Government consultation with the Yakama Nation regarding the Portland Harbor Superfund 
remedy selection process.  Closed Press, Yakima, WA 
 
On February 3, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will meet with the management 
team from Michelin North America (headquartered in Greenville, SC).  They will give a 
presentation on Michelin North America and highlight their environmental initiatives.  Closed 
Press, Atlanta, GA.   
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On February 3, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-to-
Government consultation with the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs regarding the 
Portland Harbor Superfund remedy selection process. Closed Press, Warm Springs, OR. 
 
On February 4, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-to-
Government consultation with the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation regarding the 
Portland Harbor Superfund remedy selection process. Closed Press, Umatilla, OR. 
 
As early as early February, EPA and the US Geological Survey will publish a Federal Register 
notice announcing the availability of a draft technical report on how to protect aquatic life from 
the adverse effects of hydrologic alteration of flowing waters, such as streams and rivers.   
 
As early as early February, EPA will publish its draft renewal of the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System pesticide general permit in the Federal Register. The pesticide 
general permit is available for point source discharges to waters of the US from pesticide 
applications in geographic areas where EPA is the permitting authority. EPA plans to finalize the 
new permit sometime prior to expiration of the current five-year permit on October 31, 2016. 
 
As early as early February, EPA will formally announce the recipients of the small drinking 
water and wastewater technical assistance grants totaling $12.678 million.  The funding will help 
provide water and wastewater system staff and private well owners with training and tools to 
enhance system operations and management practices, and support EPA’s continuing efforts to 
protect public health and promote sustainability in small communities. 
 
As early as early February, EPA will release new restrictions for the use of the herbicide 
Paraquat, requiring more secure pesticide transfer systems and prohibition of certain methods of 
application. Paraquat is a Restricted Use Pesticide that should not be accessible to the general 
public, however, accidental deaths have occurred because Paraquat has been illegally transferred 
to beverage containers.  
 
As early as early February, EPA intends to publish for public comment and peer review a draft 
Risk Assessment on 1–Bromopropane (1-BP) conducted under EPA’s TSCA Work Plan process. 
The draft assessment indicates that there are risks from both acute and chronic exposures during 
occupational use of 1-BP in spray adhesives, dry cleaning, and during degreasing operations. The 
Risk Assessment will also outline that there are risks from acute exposures from consumer use in 
spray adhesives, spot removers, and degreasers.  
 
By February 10, EPA will propose amendments to the 2005 site designation rule to incorporate 
“procedures and standards” that are consistent with (or possibly more stringent than) those 
recommended in the Long Island Sound Dredged Material Management Plan (LIS DMMP).   
EPA intends to propose its amended rule by February 10, 2016 and finalize the rule by May 9, 
2016. 
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On February 18, EPA will finalize the designation for the Los Alamos Small Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System.  In July, EPA proposed a preliminary determination to designate portions 
of Los Alamos County as a municipal separate storm sewer system requiring a National Pollutant 
Elimination System permit for discharges of storm water.  The action is part of a petition 
received from Amigos Bravos, an environmental organization in New Mexico. 
 
On February 23-24, Region 7 Administrator Mark Hague is scheduled to attend the Joint 
RA/DRA meeting.  Closed Press, Seattle, WA. 
 
On February 25, EPA will issue a renewal storm water discharge permit for the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New Mexico.  The permit covers discharges from 400 storm water runoff 
discharge sites that run into the Rio Grande Basin, primarily designated for livestock watering, 
wildlife habitat, and marginal warm water aquatic life.  The renewal permit retains the 
requirement that applicable Best Management Practices be installed at every site.  The permit 
was petitioned by a group of environmental organizations in New Mexico. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will propose targeted revisions to its Clean Water Act National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit regulations that will help provide 
permit writers with improved tools to develop well-documented permits and enhance public 
participation in the permitting process.  The proposal would make targeted changes to existing 
regulations in 15 areas, and seeks comment on potential changes to criminal enforcement penalty 
provisions, but does not reopen other aspects of the NPDES regulations to potential revision. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will release final human health effects documents and lifetime 
health advisories for Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS) to 
replace provisional health advisories issued in 2009.  Lifetime health advisories, while not 
enforceable, serve as guidance for determining if concentrations of chemicals in tap water from 
public utilities are safe for public consumption. They provide state, local and tribal governments 
with non-regulatory tools to make decisions on a local basis in cases where a chemical is not 
regulated.  
 
As early as late February, EPA will publish a compendium of utility customer assistance 
programs that serve segments of service areas that have difficulty paying water and sewer bills.  
The compendium, developed by EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center, will 
provide examples of discount programs that serve specific types of customers, such as low-
income residents or those experiencing temporary hardship, and programs that deliver assistance 
through a variety of means, such as through donation programs, variable rates, or partnerships 
with social service agencies. 
 
As early as late February, consistent with the Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 
2014, EPA will provide to Congress a report that reviews the adequacy of the current Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund allotment formula and provides potential approaches for changing 
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the formula.  The formula specifies the factors to be taken into account when EPA disburses 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund dollars to state programs. 
 
As early as early March, EPA will release for public comment a draft recommended field-based 
method for States to develop ambient aquatic life water quality criteria for conductivity that 
appropriately reflects eco-regional or State-specific factors such as background conductivity and 
ionic and aquatic community composition.  The draft method recently underwent independent 
external peer review and the document has been revised to reflect this independent input.   
 
As early as early March, EPA will publish its draft renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System construction general permit in the Federal Register. The construction general 
permit authorizes discharges of stormwater from construction sites disturbing one or more acres 
of land, as well as smaller sites that are part of a common plan of development or sale that 
disturb one or more acres of land, in areas where EPA is the NPDES permitting authority. EPA 
plans to finalize the new permit in January 2017, prior to the February 16, 2017 expiration of the 
current permit. 
 
By March 15, EPA will publish a notice of proposed rulemaking for the promulgation of water 
quality standards submitted by the State of Maine.  On December 11, DOJ, on behalf of EPA, 
will file an answer to Maine's October 9th second amended complaint. The focus of Maine's 
complaint is a challenge to EPA's February 2015 decision to disapprove Maine's human health 
criteria for toxics because they didn’t protect the Maine tribes’ sustenance fishing use of their 
waters.  
 
By March 31, EPA will release a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to 
evaluate the potential designation of one or more dredged material disposal sites to serve the 
eastern Long Island Sound region. This site(s) would replace the New London and Cornfield 
Shoal disposal sites, which will close in December 2016. New York has previously stated its 
opposition to the designation of a new site, and is pushing to “reduce or eliminate” dredged 
material disposal in the Long Island Sound.   
 
As early as late March, EPA will publish online updates to its Drinking Water Standards and 
Health Advisory summary tables. These tables contain drinking water standards and non-
enforceable health advisories, which provide information on contaminants that can cause adverse 
health effects in people and are known or anticipated to occur in drinking water. The update 
includes changes to 106 contaminants.  
 
As early as March, EPA expects to publish draft human health and ecological risk assessments 
for atrazine, simazine, and propazine, three related pesticides. Atrazine is one of the most widely 
used agricultural pesticides in the U.S. It is used primarily on corn, sorghum, and sugarcane, and 
used to a lesser extent on residential lawns. For the human health assessment, EPA assessed the 
cumulative risks of atrazine, simazine, and propazine together because the three pesticides cause 
a common toxic effect by a common mechanism of toxicity. For ecological risks, atrazine, 
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simazine, and propazine were each assessed separately. As atrazine is a widely used and 
controversial pesticide, the release of the assessments is expected to trigger a call for EPA to act 
to mitigate and even cancel some uses, regardless of the actual risk.  It is likely that the pesticide 
industry will continue to support the use of the pesticide.    
 
As early as March, EPA will publish for public comment draft human health and ecological risk 
assessments for the herbicide glyphosate (common product name is Roundup). Glyphosate is one 
of the most widely used agricultural pesticides in the US, with approximately 135 million pounds 
applied annually. Both the human health and the ecological risk assessments will cover topics 
that have attracted widespread public attention, such as carcinogenicity, endocrine disruption, 
accumulation in breast milk, destruction of monarch butterfly habitat, and effects on bees.  
 
As early as the end of March, Region 10 will release the Proposed Cleanup Plan for the Portland 
Harbor Superfund site. 
 
By April 4, Region 1 will submit comments to DOE regarding the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Northern Pass Transmission project.  The project entails the construction and 
operation of 186 miles of new Direct Current transmission lines from the Canadian border to 
Franklin, NH.   
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:53 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin; Cheatham, Reggie
Cc: Meer, Daniel; Jordan, Deborah; Strauss, Alexis
Subject: FW: letter from Congressman Sherman
Attachments: sherman to governor withdraw gas.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Letter from Congressman Sherman to Governor Brown demanding maximum withdrawals. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 ‐ Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:33 PM 
To: Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Mogharabi, 
Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN <Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 2:30:23 PM PST 
To: "'Maier, Brent'" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: letter from Congressman Sherman 

  
  

From: Maier, Brent [mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov]  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 5:29 PM 
To: Wolman, Lauren 
Subject: Re: letter from Congressman Sherman 
  
Lauren ‐ Thanks for your message. I did not see an attachment with the message you sent. Please resend 
if there was an attachment.  
  
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 15, 2016, at 11:33 AM, "Wolman, Lauren" <Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Your agencies were CCed. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
  
  
  
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
  



BRAD SIRMAN

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

January 15, 2016

The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento. California 95814

Dear Governor Brown,

Thank you for your leadership in declaring a state of emergency regarding the natural gas leak in
the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility. I write today to highlight perhaps the most important pan of
your proclamation: paragraph 3.

Specifically, the Proclamation orders:

3. The CaliJbrnia Public Utilities Commission and the California Ener
Commission shall take all actions necessary to ensure that Southern Calfrörnkz
Gas Company maximizes daily withdrawals ofnatural gas from the Aliso C’anyon
Storage Facilityfor use or storage elsewhere. [Emphasis added]

This order is a critical step. However, I urge you to go further and require the withdrawal of
natural gas from the facility to the maximum extent it can be withdrawn and used, stored, or
incinerated safrly elsewhere.

SoCalGas should be prohibited from importing natural gas to the Aliso Canyon service area. All
natural gas used in the Los Angeles basin should be drawn from Aliso Canyon rather than other
natural gas storage facilities. Homeowners, electric generation facilities, and other industrial
facilities throughout the Los Angeles basin need to be urged to safely consume as much Aliso
Canyon gas as possible — and they should be encouraged to use additional gas at little to no cost.
SoCalGas continues to regard the gas in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility as an asset. For the
people of Porter Ranch, the gas is not an asset, it isa toxin.

SoCalGas should withdraw the maximum amount of natural gas from the Aliso Canyon storage
facility every hour of even’ day, regardless of the demand, and regardless of whether SoCalGas
can sell the natural gas. We need to draw down all natural gas in the Aliso Canyon facility to
zero — we need to deplete both the working gas and the cushion gas. It is simply wrong to limit
withdrawals of gas from the facility that can be sold in the ordinary course of business, or stored
in other SoCalGas facilities. Failure to withdraw natural gas from Aliso Canyon as quickly as
the infrastructure will allow creates unnecessary threats to public health and the environment.

—a-..



Gov. Jerry Brown
Page 2 of2

January 15, 2016

Electric utilities are using natural gas far less during the winter than during the summer when air
conditioners are operating. They should be incinerating natural gas at the same levels as they do
on the hottest days in August.

Clearly SoCalGas should provide, at a discounted price, or for free, natural gas which is beyond
the usual needs of its users, In fact, SoCalGas should cover the total cost for electric utilities or
others to incinerate maximum quantities of natural gas.

Withdrawing natural gas from the facility will reduce pressure. Thus, the remaining natural gas
will leak out of the storage facility more slowly. Every effort must be made to acquire temporary
compressors or other equipment so that natural gas can be pulled out of Aliso Canyon, even if
the pressure pushing the natural gas through the pipe system has decreased.

SoCalGas should also be exploring ways to pump the natural gas back to its suppliers through
the pipelines that run to the Aliso Canyon facility. These possibilities need to be examined
expeditiously and implemented immediately if warranted.

As governor, you will of course be concerned with natural gas reliability (in the winter 2016-
2017) and the reliability of electric generation (in the summer of 2016). 1 believe that the
activities! advocate for above can be part of an overall plan that assures reliability. And of
course, any economic impact should be at the expense of SoCalGas and not its ratepayers.

Thank you for your continued leadership and attention to this urgent matter. If my office can be
of any assistance, please feel free to reach out to me directly, or contact Lauren Wolman in my
DC office or John Alford in my Sherman Oaks office.

cc:
Environmental Protection Agency
Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission

Since:

Member of Congress
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op‐Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how‐californias‐new‐
trash‐control‐policy‐can‐help‐shrink‐the‐pacific‐garbage‐patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
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3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One‐Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one‐pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R‐NV‐3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in‐person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R‐Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter‐ranch‐needs‐leadership‐not‐politics‐steve‐knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253‐166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D‐NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr‐McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D‐CA‐30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R‐CA‐21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long‐running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself ‐‐ a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. ‐ H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
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This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV ‐ Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA ‐ Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2‐Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 653: FOIA Act ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 ‐ Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 ‐ This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act ‐ This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 1644: STREAM Act ‐ Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 ‐ H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act ‐ Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
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KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Social Media:                          
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Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Ty, Fatima
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:17 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Zito, Kelly
Cc: Gaudario, Abigail; Hanna, Steve; Kao, Jessica; Keener, Bill; Kwok, Frances; LEONIDO-

JOHN, STEVEN; Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: Weekly Report for January 11, 2016
Attachments: Weekly Report 011116 final.docx

‐For Internal Distribution Only‐ 
 
Please see the attached report. 
 
 
Fatima Ty 
Special Assistant 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA, Region 9 
Tel (415) 972‐3550 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 11, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: JANUARY 4–JANUARY 8, 2016 
 
CalRecycle’s Manufacturers Challenge: On January 5, the Regional Administrator gave remarks at 
CalRecycle’s Manufacturers Challenge Packaging Workshop. Manufacturer industry groups presented 
their voluntary commitments to help reach the State’s 75% source reduction, recycling and composting 
goal by 2020. (Hong, 7-4103) 
 
Environmental Finance Center Support for Hoopa Valley: EPA HQ selected the Hoopa Valley tribe 
to receive financial planning assistance for wastewater system improvements through the new Water 
Infrastructure and Resilience Finance Center. The Water Division, in coordination with the Land 
Division, will work with the Region 9 Environmental Finance Center at Sacramento State University 
and one yet to be determined EFC to provide planning assistance to the Hoopa tribe. The Water Division 
was instrumental in persuading the Center to initiate this pilot project. We are working with HQ to 
obtain additional funding to support more pilot assistance projects for other small community and tribal 
systems in Region 9. (Smith, 2-3464) 
 
Guam Wastewater Upgrades: DoD has been appropriated $106 million to construct projects to offset 
impacts resulting from the planned relocation of troops from Japan to Guam. The Water Division is 
providing technical assistance to DoD on one of these projects, the upgrade of the Northern District 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, including environmental review. We will be meeting with the Board of 
Directors for the Guam Waterworks Authority, which owns and operates the treatment plant, and DoD 
on January 14 in our offices to discuss management and funding of the project. (Konner, 2-3408) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA: Our work is nearly complete. Region 9 is overseeing the profiling of 
final hazardous waste loads from the Site for disposal. Once the waste is shipped and received, we plan 
to close this case. (Weden, 2-3041) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord: Last week we issued a notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) invoking Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
Federal Facility Agreement. The basis for invoking IDR is that the Army’s Draft Final Military 
Munitions Response Program, Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI) does not adequately address 
a number of our comments and concerns, and no longer contains critical information on a newly 
identified exposure pathway and the identification of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden 
boxcars. (Ramsey, 2-3006) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in 
Porter Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility. Also, Representative Brad 
Sherman sent a second letter on January 5 to EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and 
the CPUC, requesting the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. We continue to participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, state and local agencies. 
We also led an incident specific RRT9 call on January 7 for a subset of federal and state agencies on the 
RRT, and we plan to have an incident specific NRT call on January 11. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
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Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of 
the Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events. Diagonal cracks were 
encountered in the arch buttresses. (Shane, 2-3037) 
 
Wild Equity Institute Appeal: On December 22, the Wild Equity Institute (WEI) filed an appeal with 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals on the decision to dismiss with prejudice an Endangered Species Act 
citizens suit filed by WEI against EPA regarding CAA PSD permitting and enforcement for the 
Gateway Generating Station. The Ninth Circuit set a briefing schedule with the appellant’s opening brief 
due on March 31, and EPA’s answering brief due on May 2. (Walters, 2-3892) 
 
Hawaii Drinking Water SRF: The Hawaii Department of Health informed us that they have met the 
interim targets we set for release of their FY15 funding ahead of the January 28 deadline. Region 9 has 
withheld most of Hawaii’s FY15 capitalization grant due to DOH’s failure to meet financial targets set 
in their DWSRF corrective action plan. Once we confirm that DOH has met the interim targets, we can 
proceed with awarding the remaining FY15 grant funds. (Polanco, 1-2722) 
 
Rule Grants Tribes Treatment as a State for CWA 303(d): This week the Administrator will sign the 
Final Agency Rule for Treatment of Indian Tribes in a Similar Manner as States for CWA 303(d). This 
proposed legislative rule provides more opportunities for tribes to fully engage in the CWA 303(d) 
Impaired Water Listing and Total Maximum Daily Load Program and establishes a clear process for 
federally recognized tribes to obtain TAS authority to administer the water quality restoration provisions 
of CWA section 303(d). EPA has issued similar regulations for tribes to obtain TAS for issuing WQS 
under Section 303(c). EPA has conducted extensive consultation and coordination with tribes and states 
to date. Region 9 worked with HQ to assist with development of this rule and support tribal consultation. 
The rule is expected to be in the FR as early as January 14. 
 
SF Bay Delta Standards and CA Water Fix: Water Division and HQ staff held a briefing with Acting 
Deputy Administrator for Water, Joel Beauvais on January 7 on a 60-day Notice of Intent to sue EPA 
for alleged inaction on California’s relaxing water quality standard requirements for the SF Bay-Delta 
during the drought. We will hold another briefing on January 11 on the CA WaterFix and pending 
updates to SF Bay-Delta water quality standards. 
 
BEE Careful with Pesticides: Our outreach infographic was published on the EPA Pollinator home 
page on December 28. The infographic/brochure is targeted to the general public and includes 
information on pollinator health and pollinator friendly plants; tips on managing garden pests; resources 
for Integrated Pest Management; and directions for reporting bee kills. http://www.epa.gov/pollinator-
protection/basic-tips-consumers-protect-pollinators. (Gill, 2-3380) 
 
THIS WEEK: JANUARY 11-JANUARY 15, 2016 
 
TomKat Ranch Educational Foundation: On January 13, the Regional Administrator will tour 
TomKat Ranch in Pescadero, CA to learn about its efforts on sustainable land use, carbon sequestration, 
water management, and soil health. 
 
Army Corps Meeting: On January 15, the Regional Administrator will be in Los Angeles to meet with 
the new Commander of the Army Corps of Engineers’ LA District, Colonel Kirk Gibbs, to discuss 
Rosement Mine. 
 

http://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection/basic-tips-consumers-protect-pollinators
http://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection/basic-tips-consumers-protect-pollinators
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Anaconda Mine, Yerington, NV: We are planning a briefing for Congressman Amodei on the 
Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding our 
proposal to list the Site on the National Priorities List. We also plan to brief Congressman Cresent 
Hardy’s office on January 12 on Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine; the Site is located within 
Congressman Hardy’s district. (Seter, 2-3250) 
 
SF Bay-Delta Standards: On January 11, Water Division staff will meet with NRDC, Bay Institute, 
and Defenders of Wildlife, which filed a 60-day notice of intent to sue EPA for alleged failure to take 
actions on the CA State Water Board’s relaxation to permit requirements related to Bay Delta water 
quality standards to provide relief during the severe California drought. The meeting will be a technical 
discussion on the scientific information relevant to updating water quality standards in the San Francisco 
Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and will not commit EPA to any terms related to the NOI issues. 
(Foresman, 916-930-3722, Cabrera-Stagno 2-3434) 
 
Border Relations Council Meeting: Jeff Scott and Bridget Coyle will attend the next meeting of 
California Mexico Border Relations Council on January 12 in San Diego to share information about the 
Border 2020 Program priorities, the two year action plan covering new initiatives, and upcoming events. 
The Council is composed of eight members of Governor Brown's cabinet and is tasked with 
coordinating border programs, initiatives, projects and partnerships between California state agencies. 
Recent legislative changes allows EPA to appoint a representative to serve as an ex-officio, non-voting 
member of the Council. (Coyle, 7-4286) 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 18-JANUARY 22, 2016 
 
Hawaii Trip: The Regional Administrator will be in Hawaii for various meetings and a visit to Midway 
Atoll. Meetings are being planned with the new NAVFAC Pacific Commander, John Korka, and DOH’s 
Deputy Director for Environmental Health, Keith Kawaoka. The Regional Administrator will also visit 
Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination and marine debris that has been impacting the 
islands.  
 
Potable Water Recycling Systems: We will participate in the CA State Water Board’s Direct Potable 
Reuse Advisory Committee meeting on January 19 in Fountain Valley in southern California. The 
Committee will be presenting recommendations to the Board on operator certification for potable reuse 
treatment systems, and will begin reviewing material on the feasibility of direct potable reuse from the 
Board’s Expert Panel. (Macler, 2-3569) 
 
Navajo Generating Station, Tribal NSR Minor Modification: In late January, we plan to submit for 
public notice the draft Tribal minor NSR Permit for a minor modification at Navajo Generating Station 
near Page, AZ. Salt River Project has requested the minor modification for construction of a Refined 
Coal Treatment System that is expected to reduce mercury and NOx emissions from the boiler units but 
will result in increased emissions of PM, PM10, and PM2.5 at the facility. The projected increases in 
emissions of PM and PM10 exceed minor source permit thresholds but are below PSD thresholds. 
(Maurin, 2-3943) 
 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association: On January 28-29, Kerry Drake and the Administrator’s 
Agricultural Counselor, Ron Carleton, will speak at the annual conference of the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, and will visit with growers from San Diego area farms to discuss environmental 
issues. (Drake, 7-4157) 
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South Coast Rule Disapprovals: In late January, we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a Federal Register notice finalizing disapproval of five South Coast rules that concern 
automobile scrapping and commuting as well as administrative procedures. We proposed this 
disapproval in November 2015. (Perez, 2-3248) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: In late 
January, we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposal for SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 
standard and a five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Nevada 4-Agency Meeting: On January 21, Elizabeth Adams and several others will attend the 
EPA/Nevada air agencies meeting in Las Vegas. Managers from the Nevada Division of Environmental 
Protection, Clark County Department of Air Quality and Washoe County Air Quality Management 
Division participate in these biennial meetings. The objective is to review accomplishments, highlight 
upcoming actions and discuss potential issues. (O’Connor, 775-434-8176) 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: NRDC - Annie Notthoff <alerts@nrdcaction.org>
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 9:16 AM
To: Strauss, Alexis
Subject: California's huge methane leak

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council)

Alexis, 
 
Our state is facing one of the biggest 
environmental disasters in our history. 
 
A massive natural gas leak from a SoCalGas 
storage facility in LA's Porter Ranch 
neighborhood has spewed 65,000 tons of 
climate-wrecking methane into the air, 
threatened the health of thousands, and forced 
Governor Brown to declare a state of 
emergency. 
 
This Saturday, local air officials will take public 
feedback on an order requiring SoCalGas to stop the leak as soon as possible, study 
the health threats, and take responsibility for the climate damage. This is our chance 
to take action -- and we need your support now to make sure it's approved. 
 
Send a message demanding immediate action to stop this environmental and 
health crisis -- and NRDC staff will deliver it at tomorrow's hearing. 
 
The environmental and health costs of the leak, which started in mid-October, are 
staggering. 
 
Tens of thousands of local families have been affected, with thousands of residents 
evacuated ... local schools shut down ... and health complaints ranging from vomiting to 
respiratory problems linked to the gas leak. 
 
But this tragedy goes far beyond Porter Ranch. The amount of climate-wrecking 

Stop the Porter Ranch 
Disaster 

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Take Action

 

The massive natural gas leak in 
LA is spewing tons of climate-
wrecking pollution into the air and 
threatening the health of 
thousands. Demand immediate 
action to stop the leak. 

TAKE ACTION 
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methane leaked so far exceeds the yearly emissions of 480,000 cars -- and that number 
climbs daily. 
 
Time is not on our side. It's critical that we stand together now to push those 
responsible to stop LA's gas leak as fast as possible. 
 
Tell California air officials to demand immediate action from SoCalGas that will 
stop this frightening gas leak and clean up the resulting damage. 
 
This leak is a symptom of a much larger problem. California's woefully outdated oil and 
gas rules need an overhaul -- and NRDC supporters like you will be needed more than 
ever in the coming months to ensure a tragedy like this is never repeated. 
 
But for now, we must stand together and stop the Porter Ranch gas leak as quickly 
as possible -- for our health and our climate. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Annie Notthoff 
California Advocacy Director, NRDC 
 
P.S. For LA residents -- we hope you can make it to Saturday's hearing at the Granada 
Hills Charter High School. It starts at 9 a.m. -- and NRDC staff will attend and testify 
as well. Your voice will make a difference. 

Photo Credit: Scott L/Flicker 

 

The mission of the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is to safeguard the Earth: its people, 

its plants and animals, and the natural systems on which all life depends. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:59 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Got it. Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:58, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

I think today's emergency proclamation by the governor should help keep the focus on the state 
as the primary lead.  I sent you the proclamation in a previous email.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:44 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks. This is getting a lot of WH scrutiny all of a sudden so we're trying 
to keep it in the right size box.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:43, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

We will send you a summary.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:42 PM, Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes 
as they are looking to have EPA report out on 
Friday. I'll see if we can get a dial-in so we can have 
R9 on the call so they can hear it from you directly 
but if not we will pass the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for 
this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call 
with several federal agencies and 
CA, to provide situational awareness 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. 
Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), 
DOT/PHMSA, DOE/national labs, 
DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can 
play a lead convening role for the 
Feds, that would be ideal.  They have 
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been participating in daily calls led 
by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's 
delegation to CA and states in 
general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to 
retain any facility specific oversight 
authority.  Once they certify the state 
(which they do every year), it looks 
like they would have to de certify the 
state in order to exercise federal 
oversight directly over a situation 
like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded 
message: 
 
 

From: 
"Natar
ajan, 
Nitin" 
<Natar
ajan.Ni
tin@ep
a.gov> 
Date: J
anuary 
6, 2016 
at 
6:53:2
9 PM 
PST 
To: "
Manza
nilla, 
Enriqu
e" 
<Manz
anilla.
Enriqu
e@epa
.gov> 
Cc: "C
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heatha
m, 
Reggie
" 
<cheat
ham.re
ggie@
epa.go
v> 
Subjec
t: Call 
with 
CA 

Enriqu
e 
 
 
Hope 
all is 
well 
and 
Happy 
New 
Year. 
The 
WH 
told 
Us 
today 
that 
there's 
a 
call to
morro
w at 
3PM 
PST be
tween 
EPA 
and the 
State 
of CA 
(possib
ly also 
with 
FEMA
) 
regardi
ng the 
methan
e leak. 
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Do you 
know 
the 
scope 
of the 
call? 
The 
WH is 
calling 
a 
meetin
g Frida
y 
mornin
g with 
some 
agenci
es to 
talk 
about 
this 
inciden
t and 
they're 
expecti
ng 
EPA to 
take 
point 
but we 
keep 
saying 
we 
don't 
have 
lead on 
this.....i
f 
anyone 
it's 
DOT.  
 
 
Thanks 
in 
advanc
e.  
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N 
 
 
______
______
______
______ 
Nitin 
Nataraj
an 
Deputy 
Assista
nt 
Admin
istrator 
Office 
of 
Land 
and 
Emerg
ency 
Manag
ement 
Enviro
nmenta
l 
Protect
ion 
Agenc
y 
202-
566-
0200 O
ffice 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, 
Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and 
Happy New Year. 
The WH told 
Us today that there's a 
call tomorrow at 3PM 
PST between EPA 
and the State of CA 
(possibly also with 
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FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you 
know the scope of the 
call? The WH is 
calling a meeting 
Friday morning with 
some agencies to talk 
about this incident 
and they're expecting 
EPA to take point but 
we keep saying we 
don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's 
DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

__________________
______ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator 
Office of Land and 
Emergency 
Management 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:45 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Great thanks. This is getting a lot of WH scrutiny all of a sudden so we're trying to keep it in the right size box. 
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:43, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

We will send you a summary.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:42 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes as they are looking to have 
EPA report out on Friday. I'll see if we can get a dial-in so we can have R9 on the 
call so they can hear it from you directly but if not we will pass the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
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This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies 
and CA, to provide situational awareness on the Aliso Canyon 
incident. Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, 
DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for 
the Feds, that would be ideal.  They have been participating in 
daily calls led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in 
general is different from our delegations.  they do not appear to 
retain any facility specific oversight authority.  Once they certify 
the state (which they do every year), it looks like they would have 
to de certify the state in order to exercise federal oversight directly 
over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM 
PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New 
Year. The WH told 
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Us today that there's a call tomorrow 
at 3PM PST between EPA and the 
State of CA (possibly also with 
FEMA) regarding the methane leak. 
Do you know the scope of the call? 
The WH is calling a meeting Friday 
morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're 
expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency 
Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH 
told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST 
between EPA and the State of CA (possibly also 
with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you 
know the scope of the call? The WH is calling a 
meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're expecting EPA to 
take point but we keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
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Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Natarajan, Nitin
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:42 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes as they are looking to have EPA report out on Friday. I'll see 
if we can get a dial-in so we can have R9 on the call so they can hear it from you directly but if not we will pass 
the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to provide situational 
awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, 
DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that would be 
ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to retain any facility specific oversight authority.  Once they 
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certify the state (which they do every year), it looks like they would have to de certify the state in 
order to exercise federal oversight directly over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA 
and the State of CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about 
this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we keep 
saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA and the State of 
CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do you know the 
scope of the call? The WH is calling a meeting Friday morning with some 
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agencies to talk about this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Morales, Esther
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 2:57 PM
To: Fritz, Matthew
Subject: Administrator's Weekly Report 01 08 15
Attachments: EPA FINAL Weekly Administrator's Report 01 08 16.docx

Good evening, 
 
Please find attached the Administrator’s report covering the period from January 8, 2016 – January 17, 2016. 
 
Thanks for you work on this – and welcome back! 
Best, 
 
Esther F. Morales 
White House Liaison 
(202) 564‐3580 desk  
(202) 573‐6324 cell 
Morales.Esther@epa.gov  
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EPA WEEKLY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
January 8, 2016 – January 17, 2016 

 
 
 
Priorities  
 
Announcements - Presidential Priorities  
 
Jobs/Economy: Nothing to report. 
 
ACA Implementation: Nothing to report. 
 
Immigration: Nothing to report. 
 
Climate/Energy:  
 
Office of Air and Radiation Acting Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe and Associate 
Assistant Administrator for Climate Joseph Goffman will continue to meet with stakeholders 
regarding the Climate Action Plan: 
 

• On January 11, Associate Assistant Administrator Goffman will meet with interagency 
colleagues from FERC and DOE to discuss reliability and the Clean Power Plan. Closed 
press, Washington, DC. 

  
As early as late January, the Global Methane Initiative (GMI) will issue the 2015 US 
Government's Global Methane Initiative Accomplishments report online. GMI plays an 
important role in promoting methane capture and use projects internationally and in reducing 
emissions of methane globally. The 2015 report summarizes the US Government’s contributions 
to GMI, and highlights key 2014 projects and activities.  
 
 
My Brother’s Keeper: Nothing to report. 
 
VA Backlog: Nothing to report. 
 
Announcements - Department/Agency Priorities 
 
Principal Schedules 
 
During the reporting period of January 8 – January 17, Administrator McCarthy will attend the 
following: 
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• On January 7, Administrator McCarthy will give remarks to the Council on Foreign 
Relations. She will also participate in a moderate conversation as part of the program. 
She will be speaking about COP21 and her goals for 2016. Open Press, Washington DC. 

• On January 14, Administrator McCarthy will participate in a series of interconnected 
SOTU amplification events to deliver a message on the job creation benefits of the Clean 
Power Plan within the green energy economy. Her first stop will be Owens Community 
College where she will tour their vocational training labs and meet with students and 
faculty. She will then visit the Wright Center for Photovoltaics Innovation and 
Commercialization (PVIC) on the campus of University of Toledo. She will tour the 
PVIC and meet with students and faculty from both University of Toledo and Bowling 
Green State University. Her final stop will be First Solar, where she will tour their 
manufacturing plant as well as their US center for applied research and development. 
Open Press, Toledo, OH. 

• On January 18, Administrator McCarthy will participate in an MLK Day of Service event 
with Miriam’s Kitchen. At the soup kitchen, Administrator McCarthy will announce 
EPA’s new Food Stewardship toolkit that offers tips and tools for faith and community 
leaders and members to reduce wasted food. She will also participate in a tour of the soup 
kitchen and have the opportunity to serve the homeless. Open Press, Washington DC. 

 
During the reporting period of January 8 – January 17, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg 
will attend the following: 

• On January 8, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg will attend a meeting of the 
President’s Management Council.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 13, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg and Office of Land and 
Emergency Management Assistant Administrator Mathy Stanislaus will participate in the 
Columbia River Gorge Inland Spill of National Significance Executive Seminar with 
principals and staff from 16 other Federal agencies. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 13, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg will attend a meeting of the Arctic 
Executive Steering Committee.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 13, Acting Deputy Administrator Stan Meiburg will host an exercise 
involving a Spill of National Significance (SONS).  The event will provide senior federal 
officials with an opportunity to explore and discuss complex policy considerations related 
to a major oil spill.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 14, Acting Deputy Administrator Stan Meiburg, Acting Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais, and other EPA staff will participate at a White 
House event marking the one-year anniversary of the EPA’s Water Infrastructure and 
Resiliency Finance Center.  During this event, EPA will announce the ten communities to 
which EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center will provide technical 
assistance to conduct planning activities that will help them increase their financial 
capacity before they begin infrastructure projects.  Closed Press, Washington, DC.  

 
On January 11, Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais will meet with 
the Perchlorate Study Group, which represents potentially responsible parties, users, and 
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manufacturers of perchlorate, to discuss the EPA’s efforts to develop a drinking water standard 
for perchlorate under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  Closed press, Washington, DC. 
 
On January 12, Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais will give 
remarks at a public meeting of the EPA’s Environmental Financial Advisory Board.  Open Press, 
Washington, DC. 
 
On January 12, Assistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution 
Prevention Jim Jones will discuss TSCA Reform at the Safer Consumer Products Briefing.  Open 
Press, San Diego, California.  
 
On January 12, Senior Advisor to the Administrator Cameron Davis and Region 2 Administrator 
Judith Enck will represent EPA in interagency negotiations with the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality and the U.S. Department of State on the draft Lake Ontario Order.  
Closed Press, Washington, DC.  
 
On January 12, Region 1 Administrator Curt Spalding will meet with students from Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges. Closed Press, Boston, MA. 
 
On January 12, Region 3 Administrator Shawn Garvin will meet with West Virginia Department 
Secretary Randy Huffman and West Virginia Bureau of Public Health Commissioner Rahul 
Gupta to discuss opportunities to collaborate in the review of the body of academic research that 
has been conducted to assess potential health implications relative to surface coal mining.  
Closed Press, Philadelphia, PA.  
 
On January 12-13, Region 6 Administrator Ron Curry will speak at the 10th State of the Bay 
Symposium. The Galveston Bay Foundation and Galveston Bay Estuary Project are hosting the 
Symposium. RA Curry will talk about the work the Agency has done in the region and upcoming 
EPA Priorities. There will also be a tour around the area before the Symposium. Closed Press, 
Galveston, TX. 
 
On January 12 – 14, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-
to-Government consultation with the Nez Perce Tribe, the Siletz Tribal Council, and the Grand 
Ronde Tribe in separate meetings regarding the Portland Harbor Superfund remedy selection 
process. Closed Press, Seattle, WA. 
 
On January 13, Region 1 Administrator Curt Spalding will meet with Senior Leadership from the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection for an Annual Leadership Meeting. 
Closed Press, Boston MA.  
 
On January 13, Region 7 Administrator Mark Hague and Region 8 Administrator Shaun 
McGrath is scheduled to attend the joint EPA R7/R8 Agriculture Directors’ meeting.  Closed 
Press, Kansas City, MO. 
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On January 13, Assistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution 
Prevention Jim Jones will speak at EPA’s Region 7 and Region 8 Agricultural Secretaries’ 
meeting. His discussion will cover the Worker Protection Standard final rule, the proposed 
revisions to the Certification and Training of Pesticide Applicators Rule, pollinators, herbicide 
resistance, Enlist Duo and the Endangered Species Act and new chemicals. Closed Press, Kansas 
City, MO. 
 
On January 14, Chief Information Officer Ann Dunkin will speak about legacy systems 
modernization at a roundtable breakfast for the Bethesda Chapter of the Armed Forces 
Communications & Electronics Association (AFCEA).  Open Press, North Bethesda, MD. 
 
On January 14, Region 7 Administrator Mark Hague is scheduled to attend the Federal Executive 
Board’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. training event.  Closed Press, Kansas City, MO. 
 
On January 14, Region 6 Administrator Ron Curry will be meeting with the Region’s State 
Agriculture Directors. This meeting is held annually, and they will discuss agriculture priorities 
for the upcoming year. Ron Carleton, EPA Agriculture Advisor, is scheduled to attend, as well. 
Closed Press; Dallas, TX. 
 
On January 15, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will attend EPA’s Office of Civil 
Rights (OCR) Proposed Rule Modification Public Listening Sessions. The Listening Sessions are 
in response to a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) released by OCR. The NPRM 
announces a modification to EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation, allowing EPA to more 
strategically manage its administrative complaint docket by tailoring the appropriate resolution 
path to each complaint based on the unique factual pattern and legal issues presented and by 
clarifying EPA’s authority to conduct proactive compliance reviews and collect critical 
compliance data. The proposed changes bring the office’s regulation into conformance with 
those of more than twenty other federal agencies. Open Press, Research Triangle Park, NC. 
 
On January 19, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver the keynote address 
at the Five Star Grants Award Ceremony. The Five Star Grants projects seek to address water 
quality issues in priority watersheds, such as erosion due to unstable stream banks, pollution 
from stormwater runoff, and degraded shorelines caused by development. Open Press, Atlanta, 
GA. 
 
On January 20, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will speak at an Executive 
Session during the Region 4 Tribal Operations Committee. All six Region 4 tribes will be in 
attendance. Her remarks will focus on federal and tribal relations, as well as provide an 
opportunity to respond to questions. Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
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On January 27, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver a presentation at the 
Flexible Packaging Association Environmental and Safety Summit. Her presentation will focus 
on RCRA, TSCA, environmental justice and sustainability. Open Press, St. Petersburg, FL. 
 
Items of Note 
 
By January 5, EPA will issue a response to a petition received under the Toxic Substances 
Control Act (TSCA) from the Biobased and Renewable Products Advocacy Group (BRAG) 
requesting that EPA “initiate a rulemaking under TSCA Section 8 that would establish a process 
to amend the…‘Soap and Detergent Association’ (SDA) nomenclature system by considering the 
chemical equivalency of additional natural sources.”   
 
By January 6, EPA will publish for public comment the preliminary pollinator assessment for the 
neonicotinoid imidacloprid, supporting President Obama’s National Strategy to Promote 
Pollinator Health. This assessment evaluates the potential for risk to bees on agricultural uses of 
imidacloprid, focusing on pollinator-attractive crops. The assessment indicates potential risk to 
pollinators at the colony level. EPA has been collaborating with the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation and Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency on data evaluations 
and harmonization of the imidacloprid assessments.  
 
On January 7, EPA will finalize the approval of the 2007 General Revisions and 2008-2010 
Miscellaneous Rule Revisions to the Louisiana State Implementation Plan (SIP) adopted by the 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ).  
 
As early as January 7, EPA will propose the “National Contingency Plan Revisions to align with 
the National Response Framework” Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The purpose is to align the 
National Contingency Plan with both the National Response Framework and the National 
Incident Management System. Alignment will facilitate smooth integration of emergency 
response activities when both plans are activated for an incident.  
 
As early as early January, EPA will announce the ten communities to which EPA’s Water 
Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center will provide technical assistance.  EPA’s technical 
assistance will help these disadvantaged communities to conduct planning activities that will 
help them increase their financial capacity before they begin infrastructure projects.  This 
announcement is expected to coincide with the one-year anniversary of the Center. 
 
On January 14, EPA will meet with the Corps, and the states of Connecticut and New York to 
discuss proposed amendments to the 2005 site designation rule for the Central and Western Long 
Island Sound Disposal Sites.  By February 10, EPA will propose amendments to the 2005 site 
designation rule to incorporate “procedures and standards” that are consistent with (or possibly 
more stringent than) those recommended in the Long Island Sound Dredged Material 
Management Plan (LIS DMMP).   
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On or before January 15, EPA will provide comments to the New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services (NH DES) regarding the air quality modeling protocol submitted to EPA 
concerning SO2 emissions from the Schiller Station. NH DES has identified air quality modeling 
as its first step in addressing EPA's July 28 Schiller Station Title V Petition Order, where EPA 
found NH DES did not provide an adequate record on how it addressed a SIP-approved interstate 
air pollution provision found in the state's permitting regulations. 
 
On January 18, EPA plans to publicly release a new GIS-based mapping tool, known as 
DWMAPS, focused on drinking water source protection.  DWMAPS is designed to display 
potential sources of contamination in watersheds critical to drinking water to help states and 
others apply the Clean Water Act and other available tools to protect drinking water sources. 
 
During the weeks of January 4 and January 11, Region 9 is continuing to participate in regular 
operations calls with local, state and other officials regarding the Aliso Canyon (California) 
Natural Gas Storage Facility methane leak.  SoCalGas continues to drill 2 relief wells, withdraw 
gas to reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and review engineering 
solutions to capture gas from the surface.  Region 9 developed a desk statement explaining EPA 
authorities and role in the issue. 
 
During the week of January 11, Region 4 expects to receive correspondence from the soybean 
genetically engineered -SESARM addressed to the Administrator requesting immediate and full 
implementation of the revised Clean Air Act Section 105 funding allocation formula developed 
in 2010.  The FY16 appropriation for EPA allows the new funding formula to be implemented.  
A draft letter is in the hands of the Region 4 environmental commissioners and is expected to be 
sent to the Administrator in early January.   
 
During the week of January 11, Region 9 expects to request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area attainment plan and extension request for 
the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 2011, but the area will not 
be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) seeks a 
three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year extension to 
2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard.  
 
As early as the week of January 11, EPA will issue the Clean Watersheds Needs Survey, a 
comprehensive assessment of capital needs to meet water quality goals set out in the Clean 
Water Act.  Conducted every four years, the Survey compiles information collected by states and 
EPA about specific wastewater, stormwater, and other water treatment needs, as well as water 
quality and water-related public health problems and associated costs. 
 
As early as the week of January 11, EPA will publish a proposed rulemaking to provide 
enhanced opportunities for tribes to engage in the Clean Water Act’s impaired waters listing and 
Total Maximum Daily Load programs.   
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As early as the week of January 11, EPA will publish a final National Coastal Conditions 
Assessment under EPA’s National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-
year cycle, the assessment is a national coastal monitoring program with rigorous quality 
assurance protocols and standardized sampling procedures designed to produce national and 
regional estimates of coastal condition. 
 
In mid-January, EPA will propose the “Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule: Leak Detection 
Methodology Revisions and Confidentiality Determinations for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Systems.” This proposed rule would add new monitoring methods for detecting leaks from oil 
and gas equipment in the petroleum and natural gas systems source category, consistent with the 
leak detection methods in the recently proposed new source performance standards for the oil 
and gas industry. The proposed rule also would add emission factors for leaking equipment to be 
used in conjunction with these monitoring methods to calculate and report greenhouse gas 
emissions resulting from equipment leaks, and proposes confidentiality determinations for new 
data elements contained in this proposal.  
 
As early as mid-January, EPA will release a summary of the green infrastructure technical 
assistance it has provided to 39 communities since 2007 and the benefits that these projects have 
provided for water quality, community resiliency, and other goals.  EPA’s technical assistance 
projects were designed to benefit local communities and serve as case studies for communities 
with similar goals. These projects included creating conceptual designs, reviewing local codes to 
remove barriers, developing guidance, estimating economic benefits, and modeling the effect of 
green infrastructure. 
 
As early as mid-January, EPA will publish the 2014 Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) National 
Analysis, which encompasses EPA’s analysis and interpretation of the most recent TRI data on 
toxic chemical releases and pollution prevention activities at more than 20,000 industrial 
facilities. The National Analysis includes local, regional, and national data. 
 
By January 15, EPA will allow all flubendiamide registrations to expire. Flubendiamide is an 
insecticide currently registered on over 200 crops to control moth and butterfly pests. While 
flubendiamide poses very low risks to human health, it is considered persistent and thus poses 
ecological risk because its break-down products remain in the environment. Once flubendiamide 
is no longer available, growers will likely use pyrethroids as an alternative.  

By mid-January, EPA will deliver the ToxCast Report to Congress. At the request of the FY’13 
House of Representatives’ Department of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies 
Appropriations bill, EPA is providing this report on: the associated funding in FY’13 for 
activities supporting the use of human biology-based experimental and computational 
approaches in health research to further define toxicity and disease pathways associated with 
chemicals; the development of tools for their integration into evaluation strategies; and the 
progress of Toxicity Testing in the 21st (Tox21) Century activities in fiscal year 2014.  
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By mid-January, EPA will propose the Addition of a Subsurface Intrusion Component to the 
Hazard Ranking System Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The Hazard Ranking System (HRS) is 
the principal mechanism that EPA uses to evaluate sites for placement on the National Priorities 
List (NPL). The addition of a subsurface intrusion component would allow an HRS evaluation to 
directly consider human exposure to hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants that enter 
regularly occupied structures through subsurface intrusion. Subsurface intrusion occurs when 
hazardous substances in the soil or groundwater enter an overlying building by volatilization or 
other means.  
 
By mid-January, EPA will finalize the Additions to the Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials 
(NHSM) Categorical Non-Waste Fuels Final Rule. In the 2013 NHSM final rule, EPA 
established a rulemaking process for categorical determinations for adding NHSMs as non-waste 
fuels. Rulemaking requests for adding NHSMs to the list of categorical non-wastes will have to 
demonstrate how the NHSMs successfully meet the criteria listed in 40 CFR 241.4(b)(5). EPA 
issued a proposed rule to list as categorical “certain non-waste fuels construction and demolition 
wood processed” according to best management practices, paper recycling residuals, and 
creosote-treated railroad ties.  
 
In January, EPA will join interagency partners in announcing the selection of 24 or more 
communities for the next round of planning assistance through the “Local Foods, Local Places” 
program.  The Local Foods, Local Places program provides technical support to help 
economically disadvantaged communities create walkable, healthy, vibrant places through local 
food enterprise. More than 340 communities are seeking participation.   
 
In January, Region 9 will submit for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras 
Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first title V permit in Guam. 

As early as January, EPA will publish for public comment draft human health and ecological risk 
assessments for the herbicide glyphosate (common product name is Roundup). Glyphosate is one 
of the most widely used agricultural pesticides in the US, with approximately 135 million pounds 
applied annually. Both the human health and the ecological risk assessments will cover topics 
that have attracted widespread public attention, such as carcinogenicity, endocrine disruption, 
accumulation in breast milk, destruction of monarch butterfly habitat, and effects on bees.  
 
As early as January, when the registrations of single-trait Plant Incorporated Protectants expire, 
EPA will reach an agreement with the Agricultural Biotechnology Stewardship Technical 
Committee to refine and implement a new Corn Rootworm (CRW) resistance management 
strategy. EPA is seeking substantial mitigation, including the possible phase-out of single trait Bt 
corn PIPs for CRW control in order to help prolong Bt effectiveness for CRW control.  
 
As early as January, EPA will announce its Implementation Plan for Bee Exposure and Effects 
Testing, a guide for Agency risk assessors and risk managers on pesticide risk assessments for 
bees. The 2015 guidance, which will be of interest to companies that manufacture pesticides, 
aims to ensure consistency regarding the types of bee exposure and effects studies being 
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requested by EPA. This effort further supports President Obama’s 2014 initiative on pollinator 
health.  
 
30-60 Day Look-Ahead   
 
On January 21, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will participate in the 
Partnership for Sustainable Communities Regional Administrators Meeting. HUD, FTA, and 
FEMA will also participate in this meeting.  Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
 
On January 21, the National Remedy Review Board’s comments on the Portland Harbor 
Superfund site and responses to those comments will be posted on the Portland Harbor website.  
 
On January 21, Government-to-Government consultation begins with the Suquamish Tribe 
regarding the pending cleanup action at Gorst Creek. Closed Press, Kitsap County, WA 
 
On January 22, Tribal Treaty Rights at Risk meeting with tribes and NOAA, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, NRCS and CEQ.  Closed Press, Jamestown S’Klallan Tribe, Sequim, WA. 
 
On January 25, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will attend the Pacific Northwest 
Directors’ meeting which includes environmental agency heads from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington, the province of British Columbia and Environment Canada.  Closed Press, Seattle, 
WA. 
 
On January 26, the Chesapeake Bay Program will release its annual summary of health and 
restoration progress in the Chesapeake Bay region. The Bay Program’s 2014-15 “Bay 
Barometer: Health and Restoration in the Chesapeake Watershed” offers the public a science-
based snapshot of current health indicators and watershed-wide progress toward a restored Bay 
ecosystem.  The release will include online posting on the Chesapeake Bay Program website, 
news release to media, and media conference call/briefings with subject experts.  
 
On January 26, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran along with Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality Director Dick Pedersen will speak at a Law Seminars International’s 
Conference titled: Buying and Selling Electric Power in the West. The session will focus on: 
“The Clean Power Plan: Status report on issues at the federal and state levels.” Open Press, 
Seattle, WA. 
 
On January 27 – 28, Office of International and Tribal Affairs Principal Deputy Assistant 
Administrator Jane Nishida will attend the Protecting Children’s Environmental Health US-
Mexico Border Symposium to discuss general environmental health issues, impacts of prenatal 
and childhood exposures on children's health and development, and strategies to address 
children's environmental health risks. Healthcare professionals, environmental professionals, 
health educators, and members of the public from the US and Mexico will be in attendance. This 
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discussion will help develop a set of recommendations that can guide future collaborative work 
to mitigate environmental health risks to children. Open Press, San Diego, CA.  
 
On January 29, EPA will reissue the New Mexico National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) General Permit. About 25 dairies and 
feedlots are currently covered under the 2009 general permit, and these facilities are expected to 
reapply for coverage under this proposed permit reissuance. The permit applies to CAFOs 
housing horses, sheep, dairy cows and cattle.  
 
By January 30, EPA will finalize the phosphorus TMDLs for 12 Vermont segments of Lake 
Champlain. The TMDLs were proposed in mid-August and were open for public comment for 60 
days, generating approximately 200 comments. EPA is working closely with the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation in responding to the comments. Vermont has already 
begun implementation steps that are not dependent on the exact final allocations.  
 
By January 30, EPA will submit comments on the Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for the NEC FUTURE project.  NEC 
FUTURE is a comprehensive planning effort to define, evaluate, and prioritize future 
investments in the Northeast Corridor (NEC) from Washington DC to Boston. The NEC is 
shared by intercity, commuter, and freight operations and moves more than 365 million 
passengers and 14 million car-miles of freight per year.  EPA expects to make comments on the 
DEIS addressing wetlands and aquatic impacts, water quality, air quality, climate change, 
alternatives and mitigation. 
 
In late January, EPA will e-publish its 2014 Office of Atmospheric Programs Climate Protection 
Partnerships Annual Report. This report provides the latest accomplishments from many of 
EPA’s voluntary partnership programs, including the ENERGY STAR program, Green Power 
Partnership, Center for Corporate Climate Leadership, Methane Emissions Reduction programs, 
and Fluorinated Greenhouse Gas Emissions programs. Program results include information on 
annual emissions reductions and investments in energy efficiency, clean energy technologies, 
and other climate-friendly practices from the more than 19,000 US organizations that partnered 
with EPA in 2014.  
 
As early as late January, EPA expects to post its Third Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) 
Report to Congress. This report covers final grant and rebate program results from the Recovery 
Act (2009) and FY 2009/2010, as well as estimated results from FY 2011, FY 2012, and FY 
2013. From FY 2008 to 2013, EPA awarded 642 grants that have upgraded nearly 73,000 
vehicles or pieces of equipment and saved over 450 million gallons of fuel. EPA estimates that 
total lifetime emission reductions achieved are 14,700 tons of PM and 335,200 tons of NOX. 
These reductions have created up to $12.6 billion of health benefits.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will complete reconsideration of the Standards of Performance for 
New Stationary Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Commercial and 
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Industrial Solid Waste Incineration Units. EPA is finalizing the use of continuous emissions 
monitoring systems data during startup and shutdown, a particulate matter limit for waste-
burning kilns, establishing a fuel variability factor for coal-burning energy recovery units, and 
revising the definition of kiln to clarify the boundaries of the waste-burning kiln to be consistent 
with air toxics standards for Portland cement facilities.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will issue a final rule to make amendments to its mobile source 
regulations. The regulatory amendments will: 1) provide downstream end user exemptions for 
product transfer documents for renewable fuels; 2) clarify the gasoline sulfur credit generation 
period end date; 3) restore regulatory text that was inadvertently deleted in a prior final rule; and 
4) extend a compliance deadline for performance-based measurement systems (PBMS) for some 
gasoline test methods to January 1, 2017.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will publish its draft renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System pesticide general permit in the Federal Register. The pesticide general 
permit is available for point source discharges to waters of the US from pesticide applications in 
geographic areas where EPA is the permitting authority. EPA plans to finalize the new permit 
sometime prior to expiration of the current five-year permit on October 31, 2016. 
 
As early as late January, EPA, in collaboration with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, plans to 
launch a website that will provide added transparency for Clean Water Act jurisdictional 
determinations made by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and EPA.  The website was 
developed in accordance with two joint EPA-Army memoranda issued in 2015 regarding 
implementation of the Clean Water Rule and associated legal challenges.  Users of the site will 
be able to search, sort, map, view, and download approved jurisdictional determinations from 
both agencies using different search parameters. 
 
As early as late January, EPA will publish a compendium of utility customer assistance programs 
that serve segments of service areas that have difficulty paying water and sewer bills.  The 
compendium, developed by EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center, will 
provide examples of discount programs that serve specific types of customers, such as low-
income residents or those experiencing temporary hardship, and programs that deliver assistance 
through a variety of means, such as through donation programs, variable rates, or partnerships 
with social service agencies. 
 
As early as late January, EPA will release the final Integrated Science Assessment (ISA) for 
Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) – Health Criteria. NOx is one of six criteria pollutants for which EPA 
has established National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). In November 2013 and 
January 2015, EPA released draft NOx Health ISAs for public comment and peer review by 
EPA’s Science Advisory Board-Clean Air Science Assessment (SAB-CASAC). EPA revised the 
draft assessment following each peer review.  
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As early as January, EPA will propose, for a 30-day public comment period, a regulatory 
decision concerning dicamba to control weeds in cotton and soybeans that are genetically 
engineered (GE) to tolerate the pesticide. The proposal will explain EPA’s interpretation of the 
risks from these requested uses and EPA’s regulatory approaches for stewardship. EPA’s 
proposal will address public safety and explain any mitigation necessary to protect non-target 
species, including endangered species. The proposed regulatory program will address the need 
for stewardship to prevent herbicide resistant weeds and to manage pesticide drift.  
 
As early as January, EPA will release new restrictions for the use of the herbicide Paraquat, 
requiring more secure pesticide transfer systems and prohibition of certain methods of 
application. Paraquat is a Restricted Use Pesticide that should not be accessible to the general 
public, however, accidental deaths have occurred because Paraquat has been illegally transferred 
to beverage containers.  
 
As early as January, EPA will publish draft human health and ecological risk assessments for 
three related pesticides: atrazine, simazine, and propazine.  
 
On February 1, EPA will begin internal review and sign off on the Pilgrim Nuclear Power 
Station draft NPDES permit. The Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station in Plymouth, MA announced on 
October 13 that they plan to close the plant by June 2019.  Region 1 is currently evaluating how 
this announcement will shape the draft permit, especially in consideration of the “useful life 
plant” factor under 316(b).  Region 1 is also evaluating potential post-closure conditions. Region 
1 still intends to issue a draft permit, but the recent developments may impact the permit’s 
requirements.  
 
As early as early February, EPA and the US Geological Survey will publish a Federal Register 
notice announcing the availability of a draft technical report on how to protect aquatic life from 
the adverse effects of hydrologic alteration of flowing waters, such as streams and rivers.   
 
As early as early February, consistent with the Water Resources Reform and Development Act 
of 2014, EPA will provide to Congress a report that reviews the adequacy of the current Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund allotment formula and provides potential approaches for changing 
the formula.  The formula specifies the factors to be taken into account when EPA disburses 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund dollars to state programs. 
 
On February 18, EPA will finalize the designation for the Los Alamos Small Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System.  In July, EPA proposed a preliminary determination to designate portions 
of Los Alamos County as a municipal separate storm sewer system requiring a National Pollutant 
Elimination System permit for discharges of storm water.  The action is part of a petition 
received from Amigos Bravos, an environmental organization in New Mexico. 
 
As early as mid-February, EPA will publish a final National Rivers and Streams Assessment 
under EPA’s National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-year cycle, the 
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assessment is a collaborative survey that provides information on the ecological condition of the 
nation’s rivers and streams and the key stressors that affect them, both on a national and an eco-
regional scale. 
 
On February 25, EPA will issue a renewal storm water discharge permit for the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New Mexico.  The permit covers discharges from 400 storm water runoff 
discharge sites that run into the Rio Grande Basin, primarily designated for livestock watering, 
wildlife habitat, and marginal warm water aquatic life.  The renewal permit retains the 
requirement that applicable Best Management Practices be installed at every site.  The permit 
was petitioned by a group of environmental organizations in New Mexico. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will propose targeted revisions to its Clean Water Act National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit regulations that will help provide 
permit writers with improved tools to develop well-documented permits and enhance public 
participation in the permitting process.  The proposal would make targeted changes to existing 
regulations in 15 areas, and seeks comment on potential changes to criminal enforcement penalty 
provisions, but does not reopen other aspects of the NPDES regulations to potential revision. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will release final human health effects documents and lifetime 
health advisories for Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS) to 
replace provisional health advisories issued in 2009.  Lifetime health advisories, while not 
enforceable, serve as guidance for determining if concentrations of chemicals in tap water from 
public utilities are safe for public consumption. They provide state, local and tribal governments 
with non-regulatory tools to make decisions on a local basis in cases where a chemical is not 
regulated.  
 
As early as early March, EPA will release for public comment a draft recommended field-based 
method for States to develop ambient aquatic life water quality criteria for conductivity that 
appropriately reflects eco-regional or State-specific factors such as background conductivity and 
ionic and aquatic community composition.  The draft method recently underwent independent 
external peer review and the document has been revised to reflect this independent input.   
 
By March 15, EPA will publish a notice of proposed rulemaking for the promulgation of water 
quality standards submitted by the State of Maine.  On December 11, DOJ, on behalf of EPA, 
will file an answer to Maine's October 9th second amended complaint. The focus of Maine's 
complaint is a challenge to EPA's February 2015 decision to disapprove Maine's human health 
criteria for toxics because they didn’t protect the Maine tribes’ sustenance fishing use of their 
waters.  
 
By March 31, EPA will release a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to 
evaluate the potential designation of one or more dredged material disposal sites to serve the 
eastern Long Island Sound region. This site(s) would replace the New London and Cornfield 
Shoal disposal sites, which will close in December 2016. New York has previously stated its 
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opposition to the designation of a new site, and is pushing to “reduce or eliminate” dredged 
material disposal in the Long Island Sound.   
 
As early as late March, EPA will publish online updates to its Drinking Water Standards and 
Health Advisory summary tables. These tables contain drinking water standards and non-
enforceable health advisories, which provide information on contaminants that can cause adverse 
health effects in people and are known or anticipated to occur in drinking water. The update 
includes changes to 106 contaminants.  
 
As early as March, EPA expects to publish draft human health and ecological risk assessments 
for atrazine, simazine, and propazine, three related pesticides. Atrazine is one of the most widely 
used agricultural pesticides in the U.S. It is used primarily on corn, sorghum, and sugarcane, and 
used to a lesser extent on residential lawns. For the human health assessment, EPA assessed the 
cumulative risks of atrazine, simazine, and propazine together because the three pesticides cause 
a common toxic effect by a common mechanism of toxicity. For ecological risks, atrazine, 
simazine, and propazine were each assessed separately. As atrazine is a widely used and 
controversial pesticide, the release of the assessments is expected to trigger a call for EPA to act 
to mitigate and even cancel some uses, regardless of the actual risk.  It is likely that the pesticide 
industry will continue to support the use of the pesticide.    
 
On April 4, Region 1 will submit comments to DOE regarding the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Northern Pass Transmission project.  The project entails the construction and 
operation of 186 miles of new Direct Current transmission lines from the Canadian border to 
Franklin, NH.   
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:58 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

I think today's emergency proclamation by the governor should help keep the focus on the state as the primary 
lead.  I sent you the proclamation in a previous email.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:44 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks. This is getting a lot of WH scrutiny all of a sudden so we're trying to keep it in the 
right size box.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:43, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

We will send you a summary.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:42 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes as they are 
looking to have EPA report out on Friday. I'll see if we can get a 
dial-in so we can have R9 on the call so they can hear it from you 
directly but if not we will pass the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for this as its not 
really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
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Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several 
federal agencies and CA, to provide situational 
awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending 
will be EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, 
DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
 
To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead 
convening role for the Feds, that would be 
ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls 
led by SoCal gas with agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and 
states in general is different from our 
delegations.  they do not appear to retain any 
facility specific oversight authority.  Once they 
certify the state (which they do every year), it looks 
like they would have to de certify the state in order 
to exercise federal oversight directly over a 
situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Natarajan, 
Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@ep
a.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 
at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, 
Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique
@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, 
Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@e
pa.gov> 
Subject: Call with 
CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and 
Happy New Year. 
The WH told 
Us today that there's a 
call tomorrow at 3PM 
PST between EPA 
and the State of CA 
(possibly also with 
FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you 
know the scope of the 
call? The WH is 
calling a 
meeting Friday 
morning with some 
agencies to talk about 
this incident and 
they're expecting EPA 
to take point but we 
keep saying we don't 
have lead on this.....if 
anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
__________________
______ 
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Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator 
Office of Land and 
Emergency 
Management 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New 
Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow 
at 3PM PST between EPA and the 
State of CA (possibly also with 
FEMA) regarding the methane leak. 
Do you know the scope of the call? 
The WH is calling a meeting Friday 
morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're 
expecting EPA to take point but we 
keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency 
Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 7:44 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Re: Call with CA

We will send you a summary.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 7:42 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great thanks! Please let us know how the call goes as they are looking to have EPA report out on 
Friday. I'll see if we can get a dial-in so we can have R9 on the call so they can hear it from you 
directly but if not we will pass the info along.  
 
We're just trying not to get pinned as the lead for this as its not really in our lane.  
 
Thanks again.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 22:38, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Happy new year to you Nitin! 
 
This is an incident-specific RRT call with several federal agencies and CA, to 
provide situational awareness on the Aliso Canyon incident. Attending will be 
EPA, CG(invited), DOT/PHMSA, DOE/national labs, DOI, FEMA, CA (OES). 
 
 
EPA called this one as co chair.  
 
 
Agenda will be something like: 
Intro 
Incident Status 
Pending Actions 
Federal Resources Available 
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To the extent that DOT/PHMSA can play a lead convening role for the Feds, that 
would be ideal.  They have been participating in daily calls led by SoCal gas with 
agencies.  
 
 
Please note that the PHMSA's delegation to CA and states in general is different 
from our delegations.  they do not appear to retain any facility specific oversight 
authority.  Once they certify the state (which they do every year), it looks like 
they would have to de certify the state in order to exercise federal oversight 
directly over a situation like the methane leak.    
 
Call me if you have any questions.  
 
Mobile 415 601 2670 

 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 6:53:29 PM PST 
To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Call with CA 

Enrique 
 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH 
told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM 
PST between EPA and the State of CA (possibly 
also with FEMA) regarding the methane leak. Do 
you know the scope of the call? The WH is calling a 
meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk 
about this incident and they're expecting EPA to 
take point but we keep saying we don't have lead on 
this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
N 
 
 
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 



3

Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 6:53 PM, Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> wrote: 

Enrique 
 
Hope all is well and Happy New Year. The WH told 
Us today that there's a call tomorrow at 3PM PST between EPA 
and the State of CA (possibly also with FEMA) regarding the 
methane leak. Do you know the scope of the call? The WH is 
calling a meeting Friday morning with some agencies to talk about 
this incident and they're expecting EPA to take point but we keep 
saying we don't have lead on this.....if anyone it's DOT.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
N 

________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris‐Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
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CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R‐CA‐25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Strauss, Alexis
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 5:21 PM
To: Ty, Fatima; Jessica Kao (Kao.Jessica@epa.gov)
Subject: FW: EPA Weekly Administrator's Report 01 15 16
Attachments: EPA FINAL Weekly Administrator's Report 01 15 16.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 

From: Morales, Esther  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 5:14 PM 
To: Fritz, Matthew <Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Weekly Administrator's Report 01 15 16 
 
Good evening, 
 
Please find attached the weekly Administrator’s Report, covering the period from January 15 – January 24. 
 
Best, 
Esther 
 
Esther F. Morales 
White House Liaison 
(202) 564‐3580 desk  
(202) 573‐6324 cell 
Morales.Esther@epa.gov  
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EPA WEEKLY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
January 15, 2016 – January 24, 2016 

 
 
 
Priorities  
 
During the week of January 18, EPA Region 9 representatives are continuing to participate in 
regular operational calls with local, state and company officials to stay updated on the Aliso 
Canyon (California) Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak.  As of the week of January 11, 
SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests are in process, 1035 
newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 744 residents 
have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. In addition, the Los Angeles Unified 
School District's Board of Education is expediting the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane 
Charter and Porter Ranch Community School. School resumed on January 11.  
 
Announcements - Presidential Priorities  
 
Jobs/Economy: Nothing to report. 
 
ACA Implementation: Nothing to report. 
 
Immigration: Nothing to report. 
 
Climate/Energy:  
 
Office of Air and Radiation Acting Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe and Associate 
Assistant Administrator for Climate Joseph Goffman will continue to meet with stakeholders 
regarding the Climate Action Plan: 
 

• On January 19, Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe will meet with the Alliance of 
Automobile Manufacturers to discuss issues related to the light-duty greenhouse gas 
standards. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 19, Associate Assistant Administrator Goffman will participate in a meeting 
with EPA Regions 8 and 10 and Washington State to discuss issues related to the Clean 
Power Plan. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 21, Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe will speak to the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors about the Clean Power Plan. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 21, Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe will participate in a Twitter Chat 
with the American Lung Association for Radon Awareness Month. Open Press, 
Washington, DC.  

 
My Brother’s Keeper: Nothing to report. 
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VA Backlog: Nothing to report. 
 
Announcements - Department/Agency Priorities 
 
Principal Schedules 
 
During the reporting period of January 15 – January 24, Administrator McCarthy will attend the 
following: 

• On January 18, Administrator McCarthy will participate in an MLK Day of Service event 
with Miriam’s Kitchen. At the soup kitchen, Administrator McCarthy will announce 
EPA’s new Food Stewardship toolkit that offers tips and tools for faith and community 
leaders and members to reduce wasted food. She will also participate in a tour of the soup 
kitchen and have the opportunity to serve the homeless. Open Press, Washington DC. 

• On January 21, Administrator McCarthy will speak to the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
(USCM) Environment Committee. Her remarks will focus on the Clean Power Plan and 
how mayors can work with their states and utility companies. Open Press, Washington, 
DC. 

 
During the reporting period of January 15 – January 24, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg 
will attend the following 

• On January 22, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg will attend the 3rd Community 
Solutions Task Force Meeting.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 
 

On January 15, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will attend EPA’s Office of Civil 
Rights (OCR) Proposed Rule Modification Public Listening Sessions. The Listening Sessions are 
in response to a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) released by OCR. The NPRM 
announces a modification to EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation, allowing EPA to more 
strategically manage its administrative complaint docket by tailoring the appropriate resolution 
path to each complaint based on the unique factual pattern and legal issues presented and by 
clarifying EPA’s authority to conduct proactive compliance reviews and collect critical 
compliance data. The proposed changes bring the office’s regulation into conformance with 
those of more than twenty other federal agencies. Open Press, Research Triangle Park, NC. 
 
On January 18 – 22, Region 9 Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is traveling to Hawaii and 
Midway Island for several site visits and meetings with Hawaii Department of Health officials, 
federal agency and military officials. Environmental topics to be discussed include the Navy’s 
Red Hill fuel storage facility, marine debris, water quality, the State Revolving Fund, 
enforcement actions and other topics. Closed Press, Honolulu, HI and Midway Island, HI. 
 
On January 19, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver the keynote address 
at the Five Star Grants Award Ceremony. The Five Star Grants projects seek to address water 
quality issues in priority watersheds, such as erosion due to unstable stream banks, pollution 
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from stormwater runoff, and degraded shorelines caused by development. Open Press, Atlanta, 
GA. 
 
On January 19, Region 5 Administrator Susan Hedman is scheduled to meet with representatives 
from the NAACP, the Little Village Environmental Justice Organization and the Indigenous 
Environmental Network to listen to their views on EPA’s Clean Power Plan. The groups are 
specifically interested in how the Federal Implementation Plan will address environmental 
justice concerns.  Open Press, Chicago, IL. 
 
On January 19, Region 8 Administrator Shaun McGrath will participate on a call with EPA 
Region 10 and the state of Washington on a proposed bill in Washington State that could have 
significant impacts on the Colstrip coal-fired power plant in Montana. Closed Press, Conference 
Call.  
 
On January 19, Region 9 Administrator Jared Blumenfeld will participate in a Hawaii Public 
Radio morning show discussion on various environmental issues in the state, including the 
Navy’s Red Hill fuel storage facility, marine debris, water quality, the State Revolving Fund and 
other topics. Open Press, Honolulu, HI. 
 
On January 20, Office of Land and Emergency Management Assistant Administrator Mathy 
Stanislaus will meet with industry representatives to discuss efforts to connect with Local 
Emergency Planning Committees/Tribal Emergency Planning Committees, communication and 
outreach best practices, and other actions underway to strengthen chemical facility safety. Closed 
Press, Washington, DC. 
 
On January 20, Chief Information Officer Ann Dunkin will participate in FedScoop’s Leadership 
Roundtable Dinner. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 
 
On January 20, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will speak at an Executive 
Session during the Region 4 Tribal Operations Committee. All six Region 4 tribes will be in 
attendance. Her remarks will focus on federal and tribal relations, as well as provide an 
opportunity to respond to questions. Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
 
On January 20, Region 8 Deputy Administrator Deb Thomas will participate in a meet and greet 
with the Executive Committee of Regional Tribal Operations.  Closed Press, Denver, CO.  
 
On January 20, Region 8 Deputy Administrator Deb Thomas will meet with Ron Ness and Kari 
Cutting of the North Dakota Petroleum Council to discuss the Clean Air Act 114 Information 
Requests that were send to several oil and gas companies in N.D. Closed Press, Denver, CO.  
 
On January 20-21, Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais will announce the 
City of Selma as a winning WaterCARE community for water finance technical assistance, to 
tour a project funded using Clean Water Act Section 319 funding in Montgomery, and to meet 
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with the Commissioner of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management.  Open Press, 
Selma and Montgomery, AL. 
 
On January 21, Office of Land and Emergency Management Assistant Administrator Mathy 
Stanislaus will have a conference call with representatives of the Coalition to Prevent Chemical 
Disasters regarding chemical facility safety. Closed Press, Conference Call. 
 
On January 21, Region 1 Administrator Curt Spalding will be giving remarks at the E2Tech 
Maine January Forum. Open Press, Portland ME. 
 
On January 21, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will participate in the 
Partnership for Sustainable Communities Regional Administrators Meeting. HUD, FTA, and 
FEMA will also participate in this meeting.  Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
 
On January 20 – January 22, Deputy Chief Financial Officer David Bloom and Associate Chief 
Financial Officer Howard Osborne will visit EPA’s Region 9 and 10 offices as well as the Las 
Vegas Finance Center to meet with EPA staff.  Closed Press, San Francisco, CA; Seattle, WA; 
and Las Vegas, NV. 
 
On January 22, Agency Science Advisor and Deputy Assistant Administrator Tom Burke is 
expected to give a keynote on science translation and communication at the Council of 
Environmental Deans and Directors’ winter meeting. Closed Press, Arlington, VA. 
 
On January 23, General Counsel Avi Garbow will speak at the 2016 Annual Florida Chapter’s 
Conference of the Federalist Society on a panel entitled “Federalism and Environmental Law” 
concerning recent EPA regulations and the role of the federal government in the context of 
environmental law.  Open Press, Lake Buena Vista, FL. 
 
Items of Note 
 
On January 14, EPA will publish a final National Coastal Conditions Assessment under EPA’s 
National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-year cycle, the assessment is 
a national coastal monitoring program with rigorous quality assurance protocols and 
standardized sampling procedures designed to produce national and regional estimates of coastal 
condition. 
 
On January 14, EPA will release a summary of the green infrastructure technical assistance it has 
provided to 39 communities since 2007 and the benefits that these projects have provided for 
water quality, community resiliency, and other goals.  EPA’s technical assistance projects were 
designed to benefit local communities and serve as case studies for communities with similar 
goals. These projects included creating conceptual designs, reviewing local codes to remove 
barriers, developing guidance, estimating economic benefits, and modeling the effect of green 
infrastructure. 
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By January 15, EPA will allow all flubendiamide registrations to expire. Flubendiamide is an 
insecticide currently registered on over 200 crops to control moth and butterfly pests. While 
flubendiamide poses very low risks to human health, it is considered persistent and thus poses 
ecological risk because its break-down products remain in the environment. Once flubendiamide 
is no longer available, growers will likely use pyrethroids as an alternative. 
 
On January 14, Region 10 is launching an informational campaign for the Portland Harbor 
Superfund site in order to help Portlanders be prepared to engage and provide comments when 
the proposed plan for clean-up is released in April, 2016. 
 
On or before January 15, EPA will provide comments to the New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services (NH DES) regarding the air quality modeling protocol submitted to EPA 
concerning SO2 emissions from the Schiller Station. NH DES has identified air quality modeling 
as its first step in addressing EPA's July 28 Schiller Station Title V Petition Order, where EPA 
found NH DES did not provide an adequate record on how it addressed a SIP-approved interstate 
air pollution provision found in the state's permitting regulations. 
 
As early as January 15, EPA will publish a proposed rulemaking to provide enhanced 
opportunities for tribes to engage in the Clean Water Act’s impaired waters listing and Total 
Maximum Daily Load programs.   
 
As early as January 15, EPA expects to issue a direct final rule (and parallel proposed rule), 
“Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Revisions to Reporting and Recordkeeping for Imports and 
Exports.” This action is part of the Agency’s effort to implement the International Trade Data 
System (ITDS). The ITDS allows businesses to transmit the transactional data required by 
multiple Federal agencies for the import and export of cargo through a single “window.”  The 
rule makes only minor changes to the EPA regulations related to the import and export of ozone-
depleting substances. 
 
As early as January 15, EPA will propose the “Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule: Leak Detection 
Methodology Revisions and Confidentiality Determinations for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Systems.” This proposed rule would add new monitoring methods for detecting leaks from oil 
and gas equipment in the petroleum and natural gas systems source category, consistent with the 
leak detection methods in the recently proposed new source performance standards for the oil 
and gas industry. The proposed rule also would add emission factors for leaking equipment to be 
used in conjunction with these monitoring methods to calculate and report greenhouse gas 
emissions resulting from equipment leaks, and proposes confidentiality determinations for new 
data elements contained in this proposal. 
 
On January 21, EPA expects to publish the 2014 Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) National 
Analysis, which encompasses EPA’s analysis and interpretation of the most recent TRI data on 
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toxic chemical releases and pollution prevention activities at more than 20,000 industrial 
facilities. The National Analysis includes local, regional, and national data. 
 
On January 22, EPA expects to join interagency partners in announcing the selection of 27 or 
more communities for the next round of planning assistance through the “Local Foods, Local 
Places” program.  The Local Foods, Local Places program provides technical support to help 
economically disadvantaged communities create walkable, healthy, vibrant places through local 
food enterprise. More than 340 communities are seeking participation.   
 
As early as January 18, the following grants will be awarded and Congressional notifications 
made: 

• $5,000,000- Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonstrations, Educational Outreach and 
Special Projects, the Regents of the University of CA – Davis; 

• $1,071,000- State Public Water System Supervision, Nebraska Department of Health & 
Human Services; 

• $1,230,212- Air Pollution Control Program Support, Cook County Illinois Department of 
Environmental Control; 

• $1,209,332- Air Pollution Control Program Support, Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control; and 

• $1,934,100- Hazardous Waste Management State Program, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources. 

 
As early as January 20, EPA will formally announce the ten WaterCARE communities to which 
EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center will provide technical assistance.  
EPA’s technical assistance will help these disadvantaged communities to conduct planning 
activities that will help them increase their financial capacity before they begin infrastructure 
projects.  The EPA will have previewed this formal announcement with an informal 
announcement at an event commemorating the one-year anniversary of the Center on January 14. 
                                                    
As early as the week of January 18th, EPA expects to announce in the Federal Register a meeting 
on March 7th and 8th where its Science Advisory Board (SAB) will be providing feedback on 
proposed improvements to the Agency’s methodology for estimating benefits associated with 
reduced risk of mortality.  After taking this input into account, in 2016, EPA expects to 
incorporate revised guidance on these matters into the Agency’s Guidelines for Preparing 
Economic Analysis.  
 
As early as the week of January 18, EPA plans to propose to provide 18 additional months for 
refiners to comply with some of the requirements of the Refinery Sector Rule. Refiners need this 
time to develop and implement procedure to safely comply with standards during maintenance 
activities associated with process vents under Refinery MACT 1 and for periods of startup and 
shutdown associated with fluid catalytic cracking units (FCCU) and sulfur recovery units (SRU) 
regulated under Refinery MACT 2.  
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As early as mid-January, EPA will deliver the ToxCast Report to Congress. At the request of the 
FY’13 House of Representatives’ Department of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies 
Appropriations bill, EPA is providing this report on: the associated funding in FY’13 for 
activities supporting the use of human biology-based experimental and computational 
approaches in health research to further define toxicity and disease pathways associated with 
chemicals; the development of tools for their integration into evaluation strategies; and the 
progress of Toxicity Testing in the 21st (Tox21) Century activities in fiscal year 2014.  
 
30-60 Day Look-Ahead   
 
On January 25, the NAS will be briefing EPA and other members of the Interagency Working 
Group on the Social Cost of Carbon (SCC) on its Phase I interim report on “Assessing 
Approaches to Updating the Social Cost of Carbon”. NAS will likely release the Phase I report to 
the public on January 26th. The Phase II final report is expected in early 2017. 
 
On January 25, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will attend the Pacific Northwest 
Directors’ meeting which includes environmental agency heads from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington, the province of British Columbia and Environment Canada.  Closed Press, Seattle, 
WA. 
 
On January 26, Administrator McCarthy will testify in front of the House Agriculture Committee 
at approximately 10:00am and will be the only witness. The hearing is on EPA activities, 
generally, and includes many issues and topics.  
 
On January 26, EPA plans to publicly release a new GIS-based mapping tool, known as 
DWMAPS, focused on drinking water source protection.  DWMAPS is designed to display 
potential sources of contamination in watersheds critical to drinking water to help states and 
others apply the Clean Water Act and other available tools to protect drinking water sources. 
 
On January 26, the Chesapeake Bay Program will release its annual summary of health and 
restoration progress in the Chesapeake Bay region. The Bay Program’s 2014-15 “Bay 
Barometer: Health and Restoration in the Chesapeake Watershed” offers the public a science-
based snapshot of current health indicators and watershed-wide progress toward a restored Bay 
ecosystem.  The release will include online posting on the Chesapeake Bay Program website, 
news release to media, and media conference call/briefings with subject experts.  
 
On January 26, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran along with Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality Director Dick Pedersen will speak at a Law Seminars International’s 
Conference titled: Buying and Selling Electric Power in the West. The session will focus on: 
“The Clean Power Plan: Status report on issues at the federal and state levels.” Open Press, 
Seattle, WA. 
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On January 27, Director of the Office of Transportation and Air Quality Christopher Grundler 
will be testifying on a panel in front of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Oversight and 
Government Affairs Committee. The topic of the hearing is the Renewable Fuels Standard. 
 
On January 27, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver a presentation at the 
Flexible Packaging Association Environmental and Safety Summit. Her presentation will focus 
on RCRA, TSCA, environmental justice and sustainability. Open Press, St. Petersburg, FL. 
 
On January 27 – 28, Office of International and Tribal Affairs Principal Deputy Assistant 
Administrator Jane Nishida will attend the Protecting Children’s Environmental Health US-
Mexico Border Symposium to discuss general environmental health issues, impacts of prenatal 
and childhood exposures on children's health and development, and strategies to address 
children's environmental health risks. Healthcare professionals, environmental professionals, 
health educators, and members of the public from the US and Mexico will be in attendance. This 
discussion will help develop a set of recommendations that can guide future collaborative work 
to mitigate environmental health risks to children. Open Press, San Diego, CA.  
 
On January 29, EPA will reissue the New Mexico National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) General Permit. About 25 dairies and 
feedlots are currently covered under the 2009 general permit, and these facilities are expected to 
reapply for coverage under this proposed permit reissuance. The permit applies to CAFOs 
housing horses, sheep, dairy cows and cattle.  
 
By January 30, EPA will finalize the phosphorus TMDLs for 12 Vermont segments of Lake 
Champlain. The TMDLs were proposed in mid-August and were open for public comment for 60 
days, generating approximately 200 comments. EPA is working closely with the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation in responding to the comments. Vermont has already 
begun implementation steps that are not dependent on the exact final allocations.  
 
By January 30, EPA will submit comments on the Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for the NEC FUTURE project.  NEC 
FUTURE is a comprehensive planning effort to define, evaluate, and prioritize future 
investments in the Northeast Corridor (NEC) from Washington DC to Boston. The NEC is 
shared by intercity, commuter, and freight operations and moves more than 365 million 
passengers and 14 million car-miles of freight per year.  EPA expects to make comments on the 
DEIS addressing wetlands and aquatic impacts, water quality, air quality, climate change, 
alternatives and mitigation. 
 
As early as January 27, EPA will release the final Integrated Science Assessment (ISA) for 
Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) – Health Criteria. NOx is one of six criteria pollutants for which EPA 
has established National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). In November 2013 and 
January 2015, EPA released draft NOx Health ISAs for public comment and peer review by 
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EPA’s Science Advisory Board-Clean Air Science Assessment (SAB-CASAC). EPA revised the 
draft assessment following each peer review.  
 
As early as January 28, EPA will publish a final National Coastal Conditions Assessment under 
EPA’s National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-year cycle, the 
assessment is a national coastal monitoring program with rigorous quality assurance protocols 
and standardized sampling procedures designed to produce national and regional estimates of 
coastal condition. 
 
As early as January 30, the National Remedy Review Board’s comments on the Portland Harbor 
Superfund site and responses to those comments will be posted on the Portland Harbor website.  
 
In late January, Region 9 expects to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
proposed action for San Joaquin Valley’s (SJV’s) serious area attainment plan and extension 
request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 2011, but the 
area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard.  
 
In late January, Region 9 will submit for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras 
Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first title V permit in Guam. 
 
By late January, EPA will propose the Addition of a Subsurface Intrusion Component to the 
Hazard Ranking System Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The Hazard Ranking System (HRS) is 
the principal mechanism that EPA uses to evaluate sites for placement on the National Priorities 
List (NPL). The addition of a subsurface intrusion component would allow an HRS evaluation to 
directly consider human exposure to hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants that enter 
regularly occupied structures through subsurface intrusion. Subsurface intrusion occurs when 
hazardous substances in the soil or groundwater enter an overlying building by volatilization or 
other means.  
 
By late January, EPA will finalize the Additions to the Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials 
(NHSM) Categorical Non-Waste Fuels Final Rule. In the 2013 NHSM final rule, EPA 
established a rulemaking process for categorical determinations for adding NHSMs as non-waste 
fuels. Rulemaking requests for adding NHSMs to the list of categorical non-wastes will have to 
demonstrate how the NHSMs successfully meet the criteria listed in 40 CFR 241.4(b)(5). EPA 
issued a proposed rule to list as categorical “certain non-waste fuels construction and demolition 
wood processed” according to best management practices, paper recycling residuals, and 
creosote-treated railroad ties.  
 
As early as late January, EPA expects to post its Third Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) 
Report to Congress. This report covers final grant and rebate program results from the Recovery 
Act (2009) and FY 2009/2010, as well as estimated results from FY 2011, FY 2012, and FY 
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2013. From FY 2008 to 2013, EPA awarded 642 grants that have upgraded nearly 73,000 
vehicles or pieces of equipment and saved over 450 million gallons of fuel. EPA estimates that 
total lifetime emission reductions achieved are 14,700 tons of PM and 335,200 tons of NOX. 
These reductions have created up to $12.6 billion of health benefits.   
 
As early as late January, the Global Methane Initiative (GMI) will issue the 2015 US 
Government's Global Methane Initiative Accomplishments report online. GMI plays an 
important role in promoting methane capture and use projects internationally and in reducing 
emissions of methane globally. The 2015 report summarizes the US Government’s contributions 
to GMI, and highlights key 2014 projects and activities.  
 
In late January, EPA will e-publish its 2014 Office of Atmospheric Programs Climate Protection 
Partnerships Annual Report. This report provides the latest accomplishments from many of 
EPA’s voluntary partnership programs, including the ENERGY STAR program, Green Power 
Partnership, Center for Corporate Climate Leadership, Methane Emissions Reduction programs, 
and Fluorinated Greenhouse Gas Emissions programs. Program results include information on 
annual emissions reductions and investments in energy efficiency, clean energy technologies, 
and other climate-friendly practices from the more than 19,000 US organizations that partnered 
with EPA in 2014.  
 
As early as late January, EPA will complete reconsideration of the Standards of Performance for 
New Stationary Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Commercial and 
Industrial Solid Waste Incineration Units. EPA is finalizing the use of continuous emissions 
monitoring systems data during startup and shutdown, a particulate matter limit for waste-
burning kilns, establishing a fuel variability factor for coal-burning energy recovery units, and 
revising the definition of kiln to clarify the boundaries of the waste-burning kiln to be consistent 
with air toxics standards for Portland cement facilities.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will issue a final rule to make amendments to its mobile source 
regulations. The regulatory amendments will: 1) provide downstream end user exemptions for 
product transfer documents for renewable fuels; 2) clarify the gasoline sulfur credit generation 
period end date; 3) restore regulatory text that was inadvertently deleted in a prior final rule; and 
4) extend a compliance deadline for performance-based measurement systems (PBMS) for some 
gasoline test methods to January 1, 2017.   
 
As early as late January, EPA, in collaboration with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, plans to 
launch a website that will provide added transparency for Clean Water Act jurisdictional 
determinations made by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and EPA.  The website was 
developed in accordance with two joint EPA-Army memoranda issued in 2015 regarding 
implementation of the Clean Water Rule and associated legal challenges.  Users of the site will 
be able to search, sort, map, view, and download approved jurisdictional determinations from 
both agencies using different search parameters. 
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As early as late January, when the registrations of single-trait Plant Incorporated Protectants 
expire, EPA will reach an agreement with the Agricultural Biotechnology Stewardship Technical 
Committee to refine and implement a new Corn Rootworm (CRW) resistance management 
strategy. EPA is seeking substantial mitigation, including the possible phase-out of single trait Bt 
corn PIPs for CRW control in order to help prolong Bt effectiveness for CRW control.  
 
As early as late January, EPA will announce its Implementation Plan for Bee Exposure and 
Effects Testing, a guide for Agency risk assessors and risk managers on pesticide risk 
assessments for bees. The 2015 guidance, which will be of interest to companies that 
manufacture pesticides, aims to ensure consistency regarding the types of bee exposure and 
effects studies being requested by EPA. This effort further supports President Obama’s 2014 
initiative on pollinator health. 
 
As early as late January, EPA will propose, for a 30-day public comment period, a regulatory 
decision concerning dicamba to control weeds in cotton and soybeans that are genetically 
engineered (GE) to tolerate the pesticide. The proposal will explain EPA’s interpretation of the 
risks from these requested uses and EPA’s regulatory approaches for stewardship. EPA’s 
proposal will address public safety and explain any mitigation necessary to protect non-target 
species, including endangered species. The proposed regulatory program will address the need 
for stewardship to prevent herbicide resistant weeds and to manage pesticide drift.  
 
As early as late January, EPA anticipates releasing the final report, Regional Monitoring 
Networks to Detect Climate Change Effects in Stream Ecosystems. The report is designed to 
help experts more uniformly and effectively collect biological and continuous thermal and 
hydrologic data at currently ungaged sites in wadeable streams through the establishment of 
consistent methods.  
 
On February 1, EPA will begin internal review and sign off on the Pilgrim Nuclear Power 
Station draft NPDES permit. The Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station in Plymouth, MA announced on 
October 13 that they plan to close the plant by June 2019.  Region 1 is currently evaluating how 
this announcement will shape the draft permit, especially in consideration of the “useful life 
plant” factor under 316(b).  Region 1 is also evaluating potential post-closure conditions. Region 
1 still intends to issue a draft permit, but the recent developments may impact the permit’s 
requirements.  
 
On February 2, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-to-
Government consultation with the Yakama Nation regarding the Portland Harbor Superfund 
remedy selection process.  Closed Press, Yakima, WA 
 
On February 3, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will meet with the management 
team from Michelin North America (headquartered in Greenville, SC).  They will give a 
presentation on Michelin North America and highlight their environmental initiatives.  Closed 
Press, Atlanta, GA.   
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On February 3, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-to-
Government consultation with the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs regarding the 
Portland Harbor Superfund remedy selection process. Closed Press, Warm Springs, OR. 
 
On February 4, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-to-
Government consultation with the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation regarding the 
Portland Harbor Superfund remedy selection process. Closed Press, Umatilla, OR. 
 
As early as early February, EPA and the US Geological Survey will publish a Federal Register 
notice announcing the availability of a draft technical report on how to protect aquatic life from 
the adverse effects of hydrologic alteration of flowing waters, such as streams and rivers.   
 
As early as early February, EPA will publish its draft renewal of the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System pesticide general permit in the Federal Register. The pesticide 
general permit is available for point source discharges to waters of the US from pesticide 
applications in geographic areas where EPA is the permitting authority. EPA plans to finalize the 
new permit sometime prior to expiration of the current five-year permit on October 31, 2016. 
 
As early as early February, EPA will formally announce the recipients of the small drinking 
water and wastewater technical assistance grants totaling $12.678 million.  The funding will help 
provide water and wastewater system staff and private well owners with training and tools to 
enhance system operations and management practices, and support EPA’s continuing efforts to 
protect public health and promote sustainability in small communities. 
 
As early as early February, EPA will release new restrictions for the use of the herbicide 
Paraquat, requiring more secure pesticide transfer systems and prohibition of certain methods of 
application. Paraquat is a Restricted Use Pesticide that should not be accessible to the general 
public, however, accidental deaths have occurred because Paraquat has been illegally transferred 
to beverage containers.  
 
As early as early February, EPA intends to publish for public comment and peer review a draft 
Risk Assessment on 1–Bromopropane (1-BP) conducted under EPA’s TSCA Work Plan process. 
The draft assessment indicates that there are risks from both acute and chronic exposures during 
occupational use of 1-BP in spray adhesives, dry cleaning, and during degreasing operations. The 
Risk Assessment will also outline that there are risks from acute exposures from consumer use in 
spray adhesives, spot removers, and degreasers.  
 
By February 10, EPA will propose amendments to the 2005 site designation rule to incorporate 
“procedures and standards” that are consistent with (or possibly more stringent than) those 
recommended in the Long Island Sound Dredged Material Management Plan (LIS DMMP).   
EPA intends to propose its amended rule by February 10, 2016 and finalize the rule by May 9, 
2016. 
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On February 18, EPA will finalize the designation for the Los Alamos Small Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System.  In July, EPA proposed a preliminary determination to designate portions 
of Los Alamos County as a municipal separate storm sewer system requiring a National Pollutant 
Elimination System permit for discharges of storm water.  The action is part of a petition 
received from Amigos Bravos, an environmental organization in New Mexico. 
 
On February 23-24, Region 7 Administrator Mark Hague is scheduled to attend the Joint 
RA/DRA meeting.  Closed Press, Seattle, WA. 
 
On February 25, EPA will issue a renewal storm water discharge permit for the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New Mexico.  The permit covers discharges from 400 storm water runoff 
discharge sites that run into the Rio Grande Basin, primarily designated for livestock watering, 
wildlife habitat, and marginal warm water aquatic life.  The renewal permit retains the 
requirement that applicable Best Management Practices be installed at every site.  The permit 
was petitioned by a group of environmental organizations in New Mexico. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will propose targeted revisions to its Clean Water Act National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit regulations that will help provide 
permit writers with improved tools to develop well-documented permits and enhance public 
participation in the permitting process.  The proposal would make targeted changes to existing 
regulations in 15 areas, and seeks comment on potential changes to criminal enforcement penalty 
provisions, but does not reopen other aspects of the NPDES regulations to potential revision. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will release final human health effects documents and lifetime 
health advisories for Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS) to 
replace provisional health advisories issued in 2009.  Lifetime health advisories, while not 
enforceable, serve as guidance for determining if concentrations of chemicals in tap water from 
public utilities are safe for public consumption. They provide state, local and tribal governments 
with non-regulatory tools to make decisions on a local basis in cases where a chemical is not 
regulated.  
 
As early as late February, EPA will publish a compendium of utility customer assistance 
programs that serve segments of service areas that have difficulty paying water and sewer bills.  
The compendium, developed by EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center, will 
provide examples of discount programs that serve specific types of customers, such as low-
income residents or those experiencing temporary hardship, and programs that deliver assistance 
through a variety of means, such as through donation programs, variable rates, or partnerships 
with social service agencies. 
 
As early as late February, consistent with the Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 
2014, EPA will provide to Congress a report that reviews the adequacy of the current Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund allotment formula and provides potential approaches for changing 
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the formula.  The formula specifies the factors to be taken into account when EPA disburses 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund dollars to state programs. 
 
As early as early March, EPA will release for public comment a draft recommended field-based 
method for States to develop ambient aquatic life water quality criteria for conductivity that 
appropriately reflects eco-regional or State-specific factors such as background conductivity and 
ionic and aquatic community composition.  The draft method recently underwent independent 
external peer review and the document has been revised to reflect this independent input.   
 
As early as early March, EPA will publish its draft renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System construction general permit in the Federal Register. The construction general 
permit authorizes discharges of stormwater from construction sites disturbing one or more acres 
of land, as well as smaller sites that are part of a common plan of development or sale that 
disturb one or more acres of land, in areas where EPA is the NPDES permitting authority. EPA 
plans to finalize the new permit in January 2017, prior to the February 16, 2017 expiration of the 
current permit. 
 
By March 15, EPA will publish a notice of proposed rulemaking for the promulgation of water 
quality standards submitted by the State of Maine.  On December 11, DOJ, on behalf of EPA, 
will file an answer to Maine's October 9th second amended complaint. The focus of Maine's 
complaint is a challenge to EPA's February 2015 decision to disapprove Maine's human health 
criteria for toxics because they didn’t protect the Maine tribes’ sustenance fishing use of their 
waters.  
 
By March 31, EPA will release a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to 
evaluate the potential designation of one or more dredged material disposal sites to serve the 
eastern Long Island Sound region. This site(s) would replace the New London and Cornfield 
Shoal disposal sites, which will close in December 2016. New York has previously stated its 
opposition to the designation of a new site, and is pushing to “reduce or eliminate” dredged 
material disposal in the Long Island Sound.   
 
As early as late March, EPA will publish online updates to its Drinking Water Standards and 
Health Advisory summary tables. These tables contain drinking water standards and non-
enforceable health advisories, which provide information on contaminants that can cause adverse 
health effects in people and are known or anticipated to occur in drinking water. The update 
includes changes to 106 contaminants.  
 
As early as March, EPA expects to publish draft human health and ecological risk assessments 
for atrazine, simazine, and propazine, three related pesticides. Atrazine is one of the most widely 
used agricultural pesticides in the U.S. It is used primarily on corn, sorghum, and sugarcane, and 
used to a lesser extent on residential lawns. For the human health assessment, EPA assessed the 
cumulative risks of atrazine, simazine, and propazine together because the three pesticides cause 
a common toxic effect by a common mechanism of toxicity. For ecological risks, atrazine, 
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simazine, and propazine were each assessed separately. As atrazine is a widely used and 
controversial pesticide, the release of the assessments is expected to trigger a call for EPA to act 
to mitigate and even cancel some uses, regardless of the actual risk.  It is likely that the pesticide 
industry will continue to support the use of the pesticide.    
 
As early as March, EPA will publish for public comment draft human health and ecological risk 
assessments for the herbicide glyphosate (common product name is Roundup). Glyphosate is one 
of the most widely used agricultural pesticides in the US, with approximately 135 million pounds 
applied annually. Both the human health and the ecological risk assessments will cover topics 
that have attracted widespread public attention, such as carcinogenicity, endocrine disruption, 
accumulation in breast milk, destruction of monarch butterfly habitat, and effects on bees.  
 
As early as the end of March, Region 10 will release the Proposed Cleanup Plan for the Portland 
Harbor Superfund site. 
 
By April 4, Region 1 will submit comments to DOE regarding the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Northern Pass Transmission project.  The project entails the construction and 
operation of 186 miles of new Direct Current transmission lines from the Canadian border to 
Franklin, NH.   
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EPA WEEKLY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
January 8, 2016 – January 17, 2016 

 
 
 
Priorities  
 
Announcements - Presidential Priorities  
 
Jobs/Economy: Nothing to report. 
 
ACA Implementation: Nothing to report. 
 
Immigration: Nothing to report. 
 
Climate/Energy:  
 
Office of Air and Radiation Acting Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe and Associate 
Assistant Administrator for Climate Joseph Goffman will continue to meet with stakeholders 
regarding the Climate Action Plan: 
 

• On January 11, Associate Assistant Administrator Goffman will meet with interagency 
colleagues from FERC and DOE to discuss reliability and the Clean Power Plan. Closed 
press, Washington, DC. 

  
As early as late January, the Global Methane Initiative (GMI) will issue the 2015 US 
Government's Global Methane Initiative Accomplishments report online. GMI plays an 
important role in promoting methane capture and use projects internationally and in reducing 
emissions of methane globally. The 2015 report summarizes the US Government’s contributions 
to GMI, and highlights key 2014 projects and activities.  
 
 
My Brother’s Keeper: Nothing to report. 
 
VA Backlog: Nothing to report. 
 
Announcements - Department/Agency Priorities 
 
Principal Schedules 
 
During the reporting period of January 8 – January 17, Administrator McCarthy will attend the 
following: 
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• On January 7, Administrator McCarthy will give remarks to the Council on Foreign 
Relations. She will also participate in a moderate conversation as part of the program. 
She will be speaking about COP21 and her goals for 2016. Open Press, Washington DC. 

• On January 14, Administrator McCarthy will participate in a series of interconnected 
SOTU amplification events to deliver a message on the job creation benefits of the Clean 
Power Plan within the green energy economy. Her first stop will be Owens Community 
College where she will tour their vocational training labs and meet with students and 
faculty. She will then visit the Wright Center for Photovoltaics Innovation and 
Commercialization (PVIC) on the campus of University of Toledo. She will tour the 
PVIC and meet with students and faculty from both University of Toledo and Bowling 
Green State University. Her final stop will be First Solar, where she will tour their 
manufacturing plant as well as their US center for applied research and development. 
Open Press, Toledo, OH. 

• On January 18, Administrator McCarthy will participate in an MLK Day of Service event 
with Miriam’s Kitchen. At the soup kitchen, Administrator McCarthy will announce 
EPA’s new Food Stewardship toolkit that offers tips and tools for faith and community 
leaders and members to reduce wasted food. She will also participate in a tour of the soup 
kitchen and have the opportunity to serve the homeless. Open Press, Washington DC. 

 
During the reporting period of January 8 – January 17, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg 
will attend the following: 

• On January 8, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg will attend a meeting of the 
President’s Management Council.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 13, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg and Office of Land and 
Emergency Management Assistant Administrator Mathy Stanislaus will participate in the 
Columbia River Gorge Inland Spill of National Significance Executive Seminar with 
principals and staff from 16 other Federal agencies. Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 13, Acting Deputy Administrator Meiburg will attend a meeting of the Arctic 
Executive Steering Committee.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 13, Acting Deputy Administrator Stan Meiburg will host an exercise 
involving a Spill of National Significance (SONS).  The event will provide senior federal 
officials with an opportunity to explore and discuss complex policy considerations related 
to a major oil spill.  Closed Press, Washington, DC. 

• On January 14, Acting Deputy Administrator Stan Meiburg, Acting Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais, and other EPA staff will participate at a White 
House event marking the one-year anniversary of the EPA’s Water Infrastructure and 
Resiliency Finance Center.  During this event, EPA will announce the ten communities to 
which EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center will provide technical 
assistance to conduct planning activities that will help them increase their financial 
capacity before they begin infrastructure projects.  Closed Press, Washington, DC.  

 
On January 11, Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais will meet with 
the Perchlorate Study Group, which represents potentially responsible parties, users, and 
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manufacturers of perchlorate, to discuss the EPA’s efforts to develop a drinking water standard 
for perchlorate under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  Closed press, Washington, DC. 
 
On January 12, Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water Joel Beauvais will give 
remarks at a public meeting of the EPA’s Environmental Financial Advisory Board.  Open Press, 
Washington, DC. 
 
On January 12, Assistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution 
Prevention Jim Jones will discuss TSCA Reform at the Safer Consumer Products Briefing.  Open 
Press, San Diego, California.  
 
On January 12, Senior Advisor to the Administrator Cameron Davis and Region 2 Administrator 
Judith Enck will represent EPA in interagency negotiations with the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality and the U.S. Department of State on the draft Lake Ontario Order.  
Closed Press, Washington, DC.  
 
On January 12, Region 1 Administrator Curt Spalding will meet with students from Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges. Closed Press, Boston, MA. 
 
On January 12, Region 3 Administrator Shawn Garvin will meet with West Virginia Department 
Secretary Randy Huffman and West Virginia Bureau of Public Health Commissioner Rahul 
Gupta to discuss opportunities to collaborate in the review of the body of academic research that 
has been conducted to assess potential health implications relative to surface coal mining.  
Closed Press, Philadelphia, PA.  
 
On January 12-13, Region 6 Administrator Ron Curry will speak at the 10th State of the Bay 
Symposium. The Galveston Bay Foundation and Galveston Bay Estuary Project are hosting the 
Symposium. RA Curry will talk about the work the Agency has done in the region and upcoming 
EPA Priorities. There will also be a tour around the area before the Symposium. Closed Press, 
Galveston, TX. 
 
On January 12 – 14, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will participate in Government-
to-Government consultation with the Nez Perce Tribe, the Siletz Tribal Council, and the Grand 
Ronde Tribe in separate meetings regarding the Portland Harbor Superfund remedy selection 
process. Closed Press, Seattle, WA. 
 
On January 13, Region 1 Administrator Curt Spalding will meet with Senior Leadership from the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection for an Annual Leadership Meeting. 
Closed Press, Boston MA.  
 
On January 13, Region 7 Administrator Mark Hague and Region 8 Administrator Shaun 
McGrath is scheduled to attend the joint EPA R7/R8 Agriculture Directors’ meeting.  Closed 
Press, Kansas City, MO. 
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On January 13, Assistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution 
Prevention Jim Jones will speak at EPA’s Region 7 and Region 8 Agricultural Secretaries’ 
meeting. His discussion will cover the Worker Protection Standard final rule, the proposed 
revisions to the Certification and Training of Pesticide Applicators Rule, pollinators, herbicide 
resistance, Enlist Duo and the Endangered Species Act and new chemicals. Closed Press, Kansas 
City, MO. 
 
On January 14, Chief Information Officer Ann Dunkin will speak about legacy systems 
modernization at a roundtable breakfast for the Bethesda Chapter of the Armed Forces 
Communications & Electronics Association (AFCEA).  Open Press, North Bethesda, MD. 
 
On January 14, Region 7 Administrator Mark Hague is scheduled to attend the Federal Executive 
Board’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. training event.  Closed Press, Kansas City, MO. 
 
On January 14, Region 6 Administrator Ron Curry will be meeting with the Region’s State 
Agriculture Directors. This meeting is held annually, and they will discuss agriculture priorities 
for the upcoming year. Ron Carleton, EPA Agriculture Advisor, is scheduled to attend, as well. 
Closed Press; Dallas, TX. 
 
On January 15, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will attend EPA’s Office of Civil 
Rights (OCR) Proposed Rule Modification Public Listening Sessions. The Listening Sessions are 
in response to a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) released by OCR. The NPRM 
announces a modification to EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation, allowing EPA to more 
strategically manage its administrative complaint docket by tailoring the appropriate resolution 
path to each complaint based on the unique factual pattern and legal issues presented and by 
clarifying EPA’s authority to conduct proactive compliance reviews and collect critical 
compliance data. The proposed changes bring the office’s regulation into conformance with 
those of more than twenty other federal agencies. Open Press, Research Triangle Park, NC. 
 
On January 19, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver the keynote address 
at the Five Star Grants Award Ceremony. The Five Star Grants projects seek to address water 
quality issues in priority watersheds, such as erosion due to unstable stream banks, pollution 
from stormwater runoff, and degraded shorelines caused by development. Open Press, Atlanta, 
GA. 
 
On January 20, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will speak at an Executive 
Session during the Region 4 Tribal Operations Committee. All six Region 4 tribes will be in 
attendance. Her remarks will focus on federal and tribal relations, as well as provide an 
opportunity to respond to questions. Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
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On January 27, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will deliver a presentation at the 
Flexible Packaging Association Environmental and Safety Summit. Her presentation will focus 
on RCRA, TSCA, environmental justice and sustainability. Open Press, St. Petersburg, FL. 
 
Items of Note 
 
By January 5, EPA will issue a response to a petition received under the Toxic Substances 
Control Act (TSCA) from the Biobased and Renewable Products Advocacy Group (BRAG) 
requesting that EPA “initiate a rulemaking under TSCA Section 8 that would establish a process 
to amend the…‘Soap and Detergent Association’ (SDA) nomenclature system by considering the 
chemical equivalency of additional natural sources.”   
 
By January 6, EPA will publish for public comment the preliminary pollinator assessment for the 
neonicotinoid imidacloprid, supporting President Obama’s National Strategy to Promote 
Pollinator Health. This assessment evaluates the potential for risk to bees on agricultural uses of 
imidacloprid, focusing on pollinator-attractive crops. The assessment indicates potential risk to 
pollinators at the colony level. EPA has been collaborating with the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation and Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency on data evaluations 
and harmonization of the imidacloprid assessments.  
 
On January 7, EPA will finalize the approval of the 2007 General Revisions and 2008-2010 
Miscellaneous Rule Revisions to the Louisiana State Implementation Plan (SIP) adopted by the 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ).  
 
As early as January 7, EPA will propose the “National Contingency Plan Revisions to align with 
the National Response Framework” Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The purpose is to align the 
National Contingency Plan with both the National Response Framework and the National 
Incident Management System. Alignment will facilitate smooth integration of emergency 
response activities when both plans are activated for an incident.  
 
As early as early January, EPA will announce the ten communities to which EPA’s Water 
Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center will provide technical assistance.  EPA’s technical 
assistance will help these disadvantaged communities to conduct planning activities that will 
help them increase their financial capacity before they begin infrastructure projects.  This 
announcement is expected to coincide with the one-year anniversary of the Center. 
 
On January 14, EPA will meet with the Corps, and the states of Connecticut and New York to 
discuss proposed amendments to the 2005 site designation rule for the Central and Western Long 
Island Sound Disposal Sites.  By February 10, EPA will propose amendments to the 2005 site 
designation rule to incorporate “procedures and standards” that are consistent with (or possibly 
more stringent than) those recommended in the Long Island Sound Dredged Material 
Management Plan (LIS DMMP).   
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On or before January 15, EPA will provide comments to the New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services (NH DES) regarding the air quality modeling protocol submitted to EPA 
concerning SO2 emissions from the Schiller Station. NH DES has identified air quality modeling 
as its first step in addressing EPA's July 28 Schiller Station Title V Petition Order, where EPA 
found NH DES did not provide an adequate record on how it addressed a SIP-approved interstate 
air pollution provision found in the state's permitting regulations. 
 
On January 18, EPA plans to publicly release a new GIS-based mapping tool, known as 
DWMAPS, focused on drinking water source protection.  DWMAPS is designed to display 
potential sources of contamination in watersheds critical to drinking water to help states and 
others apply the Clean Water Act and other available tools to protect drinking water sources. 
 
During the weeks of January 4 and January 11, Region 9 is continuing to participate in regular 
operations calls with local, state and other officials regarding the Aliso Canyon (California) 
Natural Gas Storage Facility methane leak.  SoCalGas continues to drill 2 relief wells, withdraw 
gas to reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and review engineering 
solutions to capture gas from the surface.  Region 9 developed a desk statement explaining EPA 
authorities and role in the issue. 
 
During the week of January 11, Region 4 expects to receive correspondence from the soybean 
genetically engineered -SESARM addressed to the Administrator requesting immediate and full 
implementation of the revised Clean Air Act Section 105 funding allocation formula developed 
in 2010.  The FY16 appropriation for EPA allows the new funding formula to be implemented.  
A draft letter is in the hands of the Region 4 environmental commissioners and is expected to be 
sent to the Administrator in early January.   
 
During the week of January 11, Region 9 expects to request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area attainment plan and extension request for 
the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 2011, but the area will not 
be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) seeks a 
three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year extension to 
2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard.  
 
As early as the week of January 11, EPA will issue the Clean Watersheds Needs Survey, a 
comprehensive assessment of capital needs to meet water quality goals set out in the Clean 
Water Act.  Conducted every four years, the Survey compiles information collected by states and 
EPA about specific wastewater, stormwater, and other water treatment needs, as well as water 
quality and water-related public health problems and associated costs. 
 
As early as the week of January 11, EPA will publish a proposed rulemaking to provide 
enhanced opportunities for tribes to engage in the Clean Water Act’s impaired waters listing and 
Total Maximum Daily Load programs.   
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As early as the week of January 11, EPA will publish a final National Coastal Conditions 
Assessment under EPA’s National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-
year cycle, the assessment is a national coastal monitoring program with rigorous quality 
assurance protocols and standardized sampling procedures designed to produce national and 
regional estimates of coastal condition. 
 
In mid-January, EPA will propose the “Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule: Leak Detection 
Methodology Revisions and Confidentiality Determinations for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Systems.” This proposed rule would add new monitoring methods for detecting leaks from oil 
and gas equipment in the petroleum and natural gas systems source category, consistent with the 
leak detection methods in the recently proposed new source performance standards for the oil 
and gas industry. The proposed rule also would add emission factors for leaking equipment to be 
used in conjunction with these monitoring methods to calculate and report greenhouse gas 
emissions resulting from equipment leaks, and proposes confidentiality determinations for new 
data elements contained in this proposal.  
 
As early as mid-January, EPA will release a summary of the green infrastructure technical 
assistance it has provided to 39 communities since 2007 and the benefits that these projects have 
provided for water quality, community resiliency, and other goals.  EPA’s technical assistance 
projects were designed to benefit local communities and serve as case studies for communities 
with similar goals. These projects included creating conceptual designs, reviewing local codes to 
remove barriers, developing guidance, estimating economic benefits, and modeling the effect of 
green infrastructure. 
 
As early as mid-January, EPA will publish the 2014 Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) National 
Analysis, which encompasses EPA’s analysis and interpretation of the most recent TRI data on 
toxic chemical releases and pollution prevention activities at more than 20,000 industrial 
facilities. The National Analysis includes local, regional, and national data. 
 
By January 15, EPA will allow all flubendiamide registrations to expire. Flubendiamide is an 
insecticide currently registered on over 200 crops to control moth and butterfly pests. While 
flubendiamide poses very low risks to human health, it is considered persistent and thus poses 
ecological risk because its break-down products remain in the environment. Once flubendiamide 
is no longer available, growers will likely use pyrethroids as an alternative.  

By mid-January, EPA will deliver the ToxCast Report to Congress. At the request of the FY’13 
House of Representatives’ Department of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies 
Appropriations bill, EPA is providing this report on: the associated funding in FY’13 for 
activities supporting the use of human biology-based experimental and computational 
approaches in health research to further define toxicity and disease pathways associated with 
chemicals; the development of tools for their integration into evaluation strategies; and the 
progress of Toxicity Testing in the 21st (Tox21) Century activities in fiscal year 2014.  
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By mid-January, EPA will propose the Addition of a Subsurface Intrusion Component to the 
Hazard Ranking System Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The Hazard Ranking System (HRS) is 
the principal mechanism that EPA uses to evaluate sites for placement on the National Priorities 
List (NPL). The addition of a subsurface intrusion component would allow an HRS evaluation to 
directly consider human exposure to hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants that enter 
regularly occupied structures through subsurface intrusion. Subsurface intrusion occurs when 
hazardous substances in the soil or groundwater enter an overlying building by volatilization or 
other means.  
 
By mid-January, EPA will finalize the Additions to the Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials 
(NHSM) Categorical Non-Waste Fuels Final Rule. In the 2013 NHSM final rule, EPA 
established a rulemaking process for categorical determinations for adding NHSMs as non-waste 
fuels. Rulemaking requests for adding NHSMs to the list of categorical non-wastes will have to 
demonstrate how the NHSMs successfully meet the criteria listed in 40 CFR 241.4(b)(5). EPA 
issued a proposed rule to list as categorical “certain non-waste fuels construction and demolition 
wood processed” according to best management practices, paper recycling residuals, and 
creosote-treated railroad ties.  
 
In January, EPA will join interagency partners in announcing the selection of 24 or more 
communities for the next round of planning assistance through the “Local Foods, Local Places” 
program.  The Local Foods, Local Places program provides technical support to help 
economically disadvantaged communities create walkable, healthy, vibrant places through local 
food enterprise. More than 340 communities are seeking participation.   
 
In January, Region 9 will submit for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras 
Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first title V permit in Guam. 

As early as January, EPA will publish for public comment draft human health and ecological risk 
assessments for the herbicide glyphosate (common product name is Roundup). Glyphosate is one 
of the most widely used agricultural pesticides in the US, with approximately 135 million pounds 
applied annually. Both the human health and the ecological risk assessments will cover topics 
that have attracted widespread public attention, such as carcinogenicity, endocrine disruption, 
accumulation in breast milk, destruction of monarch butterfly habitat, and effects on bees.  
 
As early as January, when the registrations of single-trait Plant Incorporated Protectants expire, 
EPA will reach an agreement with the Agricultural Biotechnology Stewardship Technical 
Committee to refine and implement a new Corn Rootworm (CRW) resistance management 
strategy. EPA is seeking substantial mitigation, including the possible phase-out of single trait Bt 
corn PIPs for CRW control in order to help prolong Bt effectiveness for CRW control.  
 
As early as January, EPA will announce its Implementation Plan for Bee Exposure and Effects 
Testing, a guide for Agency risk assessors and risk managers on pesticide risk assessments for 
bees. The 2015 guidance, which will be of interest to companies that manufacture pesticides, 
aims to ensure consistency regarding the types of bee exposure and effects studies being 
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requested by EPA. This effort further supports President Obama’s 2014 initiative on pollinator 
health.  
 
30-60 Day Look-Ahead   
 
On January 21, Region 4 Administrator Heather McTeer Toney will participate in the 
Partnership for Sustainable Communities Regional Administrators Meeting. HUD, FTA, and 
FEMA will also participate in this meeting.  Closed Press, Atlanta, GA. 
 
On January 21, the National Remedy Review Board’s comments on the Portland Harbor 
Superfund site and responses to those comments will be posted on the Portland Harbor website.  
 
On January 21, Government-to-Government consultation begins with the Suquamish Tribe 
regarding the pending cleanup action at Gorst Creek. Closed Press, Kitsap County, WA 
 
On January 22, Tribal Treaty Rights at Risk meeting with tribes and NOAA, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, NRCS and CEQ.  Closed Press, Jamestown S’Klallan Tribe, Sequim, WA. 
 
On January 25, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran will attend the Pacific Northwest 
Directors’ meeting which includes environmental agency heads from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington, the province of British Columbia and Environment Canada.  Closed Press, Seattle, 
WA. 
 
On January 26, the Chesapeake Bay Program will release its annual summary of health and 
restoration progress in the Chesapeake Bay region. The Bay Program’s 2014-15 “Bay 
Barometer: Health and Restoration in the Chesapeake Watershed” offers the public a science-
based snapshot of current health indicators and watershed-wide progress toward a restored Bay 
ecosystem.  The release will include online posting on the Chesapeake Bay Program website, 
news release to media, and media conference call/briefings with subject experts.  
 
On January 26, Region 10 Administrator Dennis McLerran along with Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality Director Dick Pedersen will speak at a Law Seminars International’s 
Conference titled: Buying and Selling Electric Power in the West. The session will focus on: 
“The Clean Power Plan: Status report on issues at the federal and state levels.” Open Press, 
Seattle, WA. 
 
On January 27 – 28, Office of International and Tribal Affairs Principal Deputy Assistant 
Administrator Jane Nishida will attend the Protecting Children’s Environmental Health US-
Mexico Border Symposium to discuss general environmental health issues, impacts of prenatal 
and childhood exposures on children's health and development, and strategies to address 
children's environmental health risks. Healthcare professionals, environmental professionals, 
health educators, and members of the public from the US and Mexico will be in attendance. This 
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discussion will help develop a set of recommendations that can guide future collaborative work 
to mitigate environmental health risks to children. Open Press, San Diego, CA.  
 
On January 29, EPA will reissue the New Mexico National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) General Permit. About 25 dairies and 
feedlots are currently covered under the 2009 general permit, and these facilities are expected to 
reapply for coverage under this proposed permit reissuance. The permit applies to CAFOs 
housing horses, sheep, dairy cows and cattle.  
 
By January 30, EPA will finalize the phosphorus TMDLs for 12 Vermont segments of Lake 
Champlain. The TMDLs were proposed in mid-August and were open for public comment for 60 
days, generating approximately 200 comments. EPA is working closely with the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation in responding to the comments. Vermont has already 
begun implementation steps that are not dependent on the exact final allocations.  
 
By January 30, EPA will submit comments on the Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for the NEC FUTURE project.  NEC 
FUTURE is a comprehensive planning effort to define, evaluate, and prioritize future 
investments in the Northeast Corridor (NEC) from Washington DC to Boston. The NEC is 
shared by intercity, commuter, and freight operations and moves more than 365 million 
passengers and 14 million car-miles of freight per year.  EPA expects to make comments on the 
DEIS addressing wetlands and aquatic impacts, water quality, air quality, climate change, 
alternatives and mitigation. 
 
In late January, EPA will e-publish its 2014 Office of Atmospheric Programs Climate Protection 
Partnerships Annual Report. This report provides the latest accomplishments from many of 
EPA’s voluntary partnership programs, including the ENERGY STAR program, Green Power 
Partnership, Center for Corporate Climate Leadership, Methane Emissions Reduction programs, 
and Fluorinated Greenhouse Gas Emissions programs. Program results include information on 
annual emissions reductions and investments in energy efficiency, clean energy technologies, 
and other climate-friendly practices from the more than 19,000 US organizations that partnered 
with EPA in 2014.  
 
As early as late January, EPA expects to post its Third Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) 
Report to Congress. This report covers final grant and rebate program results from the Recovery 
Act (2009) and FY 2009/2010, as well as estimated results from FY 2011, FY 2012, and FY 
2013. From FY 2008 to 2013, EPA awarded 642 grants that have upgraded nearly 73,000 
vehicles or pieces of equipment and saved over 450 million gallons of fuel. EPA estimates that 
total lifetime emission reductions achieved are 14,700 tons of PM and 335,200 tons of NOX. 
These reductions have created up to $12.6 billion of health benefits.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will complete reconsideration of the Standards of Performance for 
New Stationary Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Commercial and 



11 
 
 

 

Industrial Solid Waste Incineration Units. EPA is finalizing the use of continuous emissions 
monitoring systems data during startup and shutdown, a particulate matter limit for waste-
burning kilns, establishing a fuel variability factor for coal-burning energy recovery units, and 
revising the definition of kiln to clarify the boundaries of the waste-burning kiln to be consistent 
with air toxics standards for Portland cement facilities.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will issue a final rule to make amendments to its mobile source 
regulations. The regulatory amendments will: 1) provide downstream end user exemptions for 
product transfer documents for renewable fuels; 2) clarify the gasoline sulfur credit generation 
period end date; 3) restore regulatory text that was inadvertently deleted in a prior final rule; and 
4) extend a compliance deadline for performance-based measurement systems (PBMS) for some 
gasoline test methods to January 1, 2017.   
 
As early as late January, EPA will publish its draft renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System pesticide general permit in the Federal Register. The pesticide general 
permit is available for point source discharges to waters of the US from pesticide applications in 
geographic areas where EPA is the permitting authority. EPA plans to finalize the new permit 
sometime prior to expiration of the current five-year permit on October 31, 2016. 
 
As early as late January, EPA, in collaboration with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, plans to 
launch a website that will provide added transparency for Clean Water Act jurisdictional 
determinations made by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and EPA.  The website was 
developed in accordance with two joint EPA-Army memoranda issued in 2015 regarding 
implementation of the Clean Water Rule and associated legal challenges.  Users of the site will 
be able to search, sort, map, view, and download approved jurisdictional determinations from 
both agencies using different search parameters. 
 
As early as late January, EPA will publish a compendium of utility customer assistance programs 
that serve segments of service areas that have difficulty paying water and sewer bills.  The 
compendium, developed by EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center, will 
provide examples of discount programs that serve specific types of customers, such as low-
income residents or those experiencing temporary hardship, and programs that deliver assistance 
through a variety of means, such as through donation programs, variable rates, or partnerships 
with social service agencies. 
 
As early as late January, EPA will release the final Integrated Science Assessment (ISA) for 
Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) – Health Criteria. NOx is one of six criteria pollutants for which EPA 
has established National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). In November 2013 and 
January 2015, EPA released draft NOx Health ISAs for public comment and peer review by 
EPA’s Science Advisory Board-Clean Air Science Assessment (SAB-CASAC). EPA revised the 
draft assessment following each peer review.  
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As early as January, EPA will propose, for a 30-day public comment period, a regulatory 
decision concerning dicamba to control weeds in cotton and soybeans that are genetically 
engineered (GE) to tolerate the pesticide. The proposal will explain EPA’s interpretation of the 
risks from these requested uses and EPA’s regulatory approaches for stewardship. EPA’s 
proposal will address public safety and explain any mitigation necessary to protect non-target 
species, including endangered species. The proposed regulatory program will address the need 
for stewardship to prevent herbicide resistant weeds and to manage pesticide drift.  
 
As early as January, EPA will release new restrictions for the use of the herbicide Paraquat, 
requiring more secure pesticide transfer systems and prohibition of certain methods of 
application. Paraquat is a Restricted Use Pesticide that should not be accessible to the general 
public, however, accidental deaths have occurred because Paraquat has been illegally transferred 
to beverage containers.  
 
As early as January, EPA will publish draft human health and ecological risk assessments for 
three related pesticides: atrazine, simazine, and propazine.  
 
On February 1, EPA will begin internal review and sign off on the Pilgrim Nuclear Power 
Station draft NPDES permit. The Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station in Plymouth, MA announced on 
October 13 that they plan to close the plant by June 2019.  Region 1 is currently evaluating how 
this announcement will shape the draft permit, especially in consideration of the “useful life 
plant” factor under 316(b).  Region 1 is also evaluating potential post-closure conditions. Region 
1 still intends to issue a draft permit, but the recent developments may impact the permit’s 
requirements.  
 
As early as early February, EPA and the US Geological Survey will publish a Federal Register 
notice announcing the availability of a draft technical report on how to protect aquatic life from 
the adverse effects of hydrologic alteration of flowing waters, such as streams and rivers.   
 
As early as early February, consistent with the Water Resources Reform and Development Act 
of 2014, EPA will provide to Congress a report that reviews the adequacy of the current Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund allotment formula and provides potential approaches for changing 
the formula.  The formula specifies the factors to be taken into account when EPA disburses 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund dollars to state programs. 
 
On February 18, EPA will finalize the designation for the Los Alamos Small Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System.  In July, EPA proposed a preliminary determination to designate portions 
of Los Alamos County as a municipal separate storm sewer system requiring a National Pollutant 
Elimination System permit for discharges of storm water.  The action is part of a petition 
received from Amigos Bravos, an environmental organization in New Mexico. 
 
As early as mid-February, EPA will publish a final National Rivers and Streams Assessment 
under EPA’s National Aquatic Resource Surveys program.  Conducted on a five-year cycle, the 
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assessment is a collaborative survey that provides information on the ecological condition of the 
nation’s rivers and streams and the key stressors that affect them, both on a national and an eco-
regional scale. 
 
On February 25, EPA will issue a renewal storm water discharge permit for the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New Mexico.  The permit covers discharges from 400 storm water runoff 
discharge sites that run into the Rio Grande Basin, primarily designated for livestock watering, 
wildlife habitat, and marginal warm water aquatic life.  The renewal permit retains the 
requirement that applicable Best Management Practices be installed at every site.  The permit 
was petitioned by a group of environmental organizations in New Mexico. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will propose targeted revisions to its Clean Water Act National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit regulations that will help provide 
permit writers with improved tools to develop well-documented permits and enhance public 
participation in the permitting process.  The proposal would make targeted changes to existing 
regulations in 15 areas, and seeks comment on potential changes to criminal enforcement penalty 
provisions, but does not reopen other aspects of the NPDES regulations to potential revision. 
 
As early as late February, EPA will release final human health effects documents and lifetime 
health advisories for Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS) to 
replace provisional health advisories issued in 2009.  Lifetime health advisories, while not 
enforceable, serve as guidance for determining if concentrations of chemicals in tap water from 
public utilities are safe for public consumption. They provide state, local and tribal governments 
with non-regulatory tools to make decisions on a local basis in cases where a chemical is not 
regulated.  
 
As early as early March, EPA will release for public comment a draft recommended field-based 
method for States to develop ambient aquatic life water quality criteria for conductivity that 
appropriately reflects eco-regional or State-specific factors such as background conductivity and 
ionic and aquatic community composition.  The draft method recently underwent independent 
external peer review and the document has been revised to reflect this independent input.   
 
By March 15, EPA will publish a notice of proposed rulemaking for the promulgation of water 
quality standards submitted by the State of Maine.  On December 11, DOJ, on behalf of EPA, 
will file an answer to Maine's October 9th second amended complaint. The focus of Maine's 
complaint is a challenge to EPA's February 2015 decision to disapprove Maine's human health 
criteria for toxics because they didn’t protect the Maine tribes’ sustenance fishing use of their 
waters.  
 
By March 31, EPA will release a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to 
evaluate the potential designation of one or more dredged material disposal sites to serve the 
eastern Long Island Sound region. This site(s) would replace the New London and Cornfield 
Shoal disposal sites, which will close in December 2016. New York has previously stated its 
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opposition to the designation of a new site, and is pushing to “reduce or eliminate” dredged 
material disposal in the Long Island Sound.   
 
As early as late March, EPA will publish online updates to its Drinking Water Standards and 
Health Advisory summary tables. These tables contain drinking water standards and non-
enforceable health advisories, which provide information on contaminants that can cause adverse 
health effects in people and are known or anticipated to occur in drinking water. The update 
includes changes to 106 contaminants.  
 
As early as March, EPA expects to publish draft human health and ecological risk assessments 
for atrazine, simazine, and propazine, three related pesticides. Atrazine is one of the most widely 
used agricultural pesticides in the U.S. It is used primarily on corn, sorghum, and sugarcane, and 
used to a lesser extent on residential lawns. For the human health assessment, EPA assessed the 
cumulative risks of atrazine, simazine, and propazine together because the three pesticides cause 
a common toxic effect by a common mechanism of toxicity. For ecological risks, atrazine, 
simazine, and propazine were each assessed separately. As atrazine is a widely used and 
controversial pesticide, the release of the assessments is expected to trigger a call for EPA to act 
to mitigate and even cancel some uses, regardless of the actual risk.  It is likely that the pesticide 
industry will continue to support the use of the pesticide.    
 
On April 4, Region 1 will submit comments to DOE regarding the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Northern Pass Transmission project.  The project entails the construction and 
operation of 186 miles of new Direct Current transmission lines from the Canadian border to 
Franklin, NH.   
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Klevs, Mardi
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:52 AM
To: Sullivan, Greg
Cc: Cisneros, Jose; Guerriero, Margaret
Subject: FW: California gas leak

Passing along to Greg, as requested 
 

 
 
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
 

 

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:59 PM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
 
Hi, Mardi— 
Mike Mikulka used Ed Barth and Dale Werkema from ORD on his Enterprise propane gas leak case. 
Dale Werkema, research geophysicist, ORD Las Vegas; and Ed Barth, Environmental Engineer, ORD Cincinnati.   
They both say they haven’t heard from Region 9.  Maybe you can pass their information along. 
Thanks, 
Joe 
312‐886‐6945 
 
 

From: Mikulka, Michael  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:46 AM 
To: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
 
FYI 
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From: Barth, Edwin  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 10:09 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Cc: Werkema, Dale <Werkema.D@epa.gov>; McKernan, John <McKernan.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
 
 
Mike.  Region 9 has not contacted John nor myself but I'm sure ERT would be involved or the Oil spills program 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 11:04 AM, Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> wrote: 

Have you been asked to help with the situation in EPA Region 9? 
  
Mike Mikulka 
312‐886‐6760 
  

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:51 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
  
Hi, Mike— 
Can you identify the experts you dealt with on the Enterprise leak to Mardi so she can get them in touch 
with Region 9? 
Anything you can do to help Region 9, based upon your efforts and experience in OH?  Technically 
and/or authorities‐wise.  I know you managed to use your RCRA authorities to have a hand in the fate of 
the Enterprise project.   
Thanks, 
Joe 
  

From: Guerriero, Margaret  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
  
I'm copying Jose because this sounds like what we were dealing with in Ohio on Mike Mikulka's site.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 9:01 AM, Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thought you would want to see this string of emails, even though it’s 
a R9 issue.  I’m also going to send you one from Greg Sullivan. 
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Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=california+gas+leak 
  
there’s so many news stories, I didn’t know which one to pick.  Your 
choice!  Also, here’s the blurb on the California senators fro the Daily 
Environmental Report: 
  
Pollution 
  
California Senators Seek Details on Response to Gas Leak 
Capitol Dome   
  
BNA Snapshot 
  
Key Development: California senators' letter asks the Department of 
Transportation, the EPA and the Justice Department for information 
on how the federal government is helping and can help the state 
respond to a natural gas leak in Los Angeles County. 
  
Next Steps: The senators have asked for a response by Jan. 15. 
  
By Carolyn Whetzel 
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Jan. 13 —  The federal government can play an important role in 
aiding California in responding to the ongoing natural gas leak in the 
Los Angeles area, Sens. Barbara Boxer (D‐Calif.) and Dianne Feinstein 
(D‐Calif.) said in a Jan. 13 letter to three federal agencies. 
  
In the letter, the senators asked the heads of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Justice to describe actions taken so far in assisting 
California agencies to stop the leak at the Southern California Gas Co. 
underground storage facility in Aliso Canyon. The letter also seeks 
clarification on what federal authorities can be used to oversee the 
response efforts. 
  
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued an order Jan. 6 declaring the 
leak an emergency and directed state agencies to take additional 
measures to address the leak, mitigate its impacts and reduce the 
risks of additional leaks. State lawmakers Jan. 11 introduced 
legislation to halt new injections of gas into the reservoir and close 
down older production wells (04 DEN A‐14, 1/7/16). 
  
Since being discovered Oct. 23, the damaged well has discharged an 
estimated 1.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent into 
the atmosphere, according to data the California Air Resources Board 
released Jan. 8 (07 DEN A‐2, 1/12/16). 
  
Critical Role Seen for U.S 
  
“We believe that it is critical that the federal government also play an 
active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local 
residents,” the senators said in the letter. 
  
To understand how the federal government “can be of further 
assistance,” Boxer and Feinstein asked the agencies to provide by 
Jan. 15 an update on actions taken so far, including any advice 
provided to the state; a description of the delegated federal 
authorities state agencies have exercised and federal oversight of the 
use of those authorities; and a legal analysis of federal authorities 
that could apply to this leak and natural gas storage fields in general 
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along with a description of how the federal agencies have exercised 
those authorities to date. 
  
Finally, the letter asked the three agencies for a technical analysis to 
determine how quickly SoCalGas could reduce the gas stored in the 
facility to mitigate the leak. 
  
SoCalGas, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, is drilling a relief well to 
stop the leak. The company has said the project, which involves 
drilling down 8,500 feet to intersect the leaking well, may be 
completed in late February. 
  
Utility Withdrawing Gas to Reduce Pressure 
  
The utility also is withdrawing gas to reduce pressure at the storage 
facility and reduce the flow of methane from the broken well. Also, 
SoCalGas is working with local air quality regulators on a plan to 
install equipment to capture and destroy the leaking gas. 
  
Meanwhile, SoCalGas has paid to relocate about 2,500 residents 
from Porter Ranch, a nearby community. Students in a public school 
in the area have been transferred to alternative campuses. 
  
—With assistance from Bloomberg News 
  
To contact the reporter on this story: Carolyn Whetzel in Los Angeles 
at cwhetzel@bna.com 

  
To contact the editor responsible for this story: Larry Pearl at 
lpearl@bna.com 

  
  
For More Information 
  
The letter from Senators Boxer and Feinstein is available at 
http://src.bna.com/b1r.   
  
<image002.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Baney, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  
Mardi: 
Is there a background piece, news story or something with more information? 
  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:10 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov>; Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; 
Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: California gas leak 
  

Has anyone thought about testing the gas leaking out of the 
Southern California facility for PCBs?  The two Senators from 
California have just asked the federal government to get involved. 
  
<image003.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Haas, Craig
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 3:55 PM
To: Sullivan, Greg; Saenz, Diana; Stedeford, Todd
Cc: Ziegel, Dean
Subject: FW: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting 

EPA Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

FYI 
 

From: Johnstone, Jeremy  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 4:14 PM 
To: Haas, Craig <Haas.Craig@epa.gov>; Ziegel, Dean <Ziegel.Dean@epa.gov>; Belke, Jim <Belke.Jim@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Congressman Brad Sherman ‐ Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA Involvement in Aliso 
Canyon Gas Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Gentlemen ‐ FYI 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Allen, HarryL <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>; 
Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>; Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; LEONIDO‐JOHN, STEVEN 
<Leonido‐John.Steven@epa.gov>; Rongone, Marie <Rongone.Marie@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Miller, Amy <Miller.Amy@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov>; Salazar, Matt 
<Salazar.Matt@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Berg, 
Elizabeth <Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Riedel, Brian <riedel.brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>; Levine, Carolyn 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Eades, Cassaundra <Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov>; Mims, Kathy <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>; 
Higuchi, Dean <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Berg, Elizabeth 
<Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Harris‐Bishop, Rusty <Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman ‐ Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA Involvement in Aliso 
Canyon Gas Leak 
Importance: High 
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All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
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Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225‐5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Sullivan, Greg
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:45 PM
To: Moore, Letitia
Subject: FW: California gas leak

Letitia, 
 
Attached are some contacts/experts that Region 5 used for the enterprise spill that they wanted you to have.  If you can 
get these to the right person in the enforcement division for their consideration, it’d be much appreciated.  
 
Thanks 
 
Greg 
 
 

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 2:52 PM 
To: Sullivan, Greg <Sullivan.Greg@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov>; Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
 

Passing along to Greg, as requested 
 

 
 
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
 

 

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:59 PM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
 
Hi, Mardi— 
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Mike Mikulka used Ed Barth and Dale Werkema from ORD on his Enterprise propane gas leak case. 
Dale Werkema, research geophysicist, ORD Las Vegas; and Ed Barth, Environmental Engineer, ORD Cincinnati.   
They both say they haven’t heard from Region 9.  Maybe you can pass their information along. 
Thanks, 
Joe 
312‐886‐6945 
 
 

From: Mikulka, Michael  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:46 AM 
To: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
 
FYI 
 

From: Barth, Edwin  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 10:09 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Cc: Werkema, Dale <Werkema.D@epa.gov>; McKernan, John <McKernan.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
 
 
Mike.  Region 9 has not contacted John nor myself but I'm sure ERT would be involved or the Oil spills program 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 11:04 AM, Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> wrote: 

Have you been asked to help with the situation in EPA Region 9? 
  
Mike Mikulka 
312‐886‐6760 
  

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:51 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
  
Hi, Mike— 
Can you identify the experts you dealt with on the Enterprise leak to Mardi so she can get them in touch 
with Region 9? 
Anything you can do to help Region 9, based upon your efforts and experience in OH?  Technically 
and/or authorities‐wise.  I know you managed to use your RCRA authorities to have a hand in the fate of 
the Enterprise project.   
Thanks, 
Joe 
  

From: Guerriero, Margaret  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
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I'm copying Jose because this sounds like what we were dealing with in Ohio on Mike Mikulka's site.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 9:01 AM, Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thought you would want to see this string of emails, even though it’s 
a R9 issue.  I’m also going to send you one from Greg Sullivan. 
  

 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=california+gas+leak 
  
there’s so many news stories, I didn’t know which one to pick.  Your 
choice!  Also, here’s the blurb on the California senators fro the Daily 
Environmental Report: 
  
Pollution 
  
California Senators Seek Details on Response to Gas Leak 
Capitol Dome   
  
BNA Snapshot 
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Key Development: California senators' letter asks the Department of 
Transportation, the EPA and the Justice Department for information 
on how the federal government is helping and can help the state 
respond to a natural gas leak in Los Angeles County. 
  
Next Steps: The senators have asked for a response by Jan. 15. 
  
By Carolyn Whetzel 
  
Jan. 13 —  The federal government can play an important role in 
aiding California in responding to the ongoing natural gas leak in the 
Los Angeles area, Sens. Barbara Boxer (D‐Calif.) and Dianne Feinstein 
(D‐Calif.) said in a Jan. 13 letter to three federal agencies. 
  
In the letter, the senators asked the heads of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Justice to describe actions taken so far in assisting 
California agencies to stop the leak at the Southern California Gas Co. 
underground storage facility in Aliso Canyon. The letter also seeks 
clarification on what federal authorities can be used to oversee the 
response efforts. 
  
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued an order Jan. 6 declaring the 
leak an emergency and directed state agencies to take additional 
measures to address the leak, mitigate its impacts and reduce the 
risks of additional leaks. State lawmakers Jan. 11 introduced 
legislation to halt new injections of gas into the reservoir and close 
down older production wells (04 DEN A‐14, 1/7/16). 
  
Since being discovered Oct. 23, the damaged well has discharged an 
estimated 1.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent into 
the atmosphere, according to data the California Air Resources Board 
released Jan. 8 (07 DEN A‐2, 1/12/16). 
  
Critical Role Seen for U.S 
  
“We believe that it is critical that the federal government also play an 
active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local 
residents,” the senators said in the letter. 
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To understand how the federal government “can be of further 
assistance,” Boxer and Feinstein asked the agencies to provide by 
Jan. 15 an update on actions taken so far, including any advice 
provided to the state; a description of the delegated federal 
authorities state agencies have exercised and federal oversight of the 
use of those authorities; and a legal analysis of federal authorities 
that could apply to this leak and natural gas storage fields in general 
along with a description of how the federal agencies have exercised 
those authorities to date. 
  
Finally, the letter asked the three agencies for a technical analysis to 
determine how quickly SoCalGas could reduce the gas stored in the 
facility to mitigate the leak. 
  
SoCalGas, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, is drilling a relief well to 
stop the leak. The company has said the project, which involves 
drilling down 8,500 feet to intersect the leaking well, may be 
completed in late February. 
  
Utility Withdrawing Gas to Reduce Pressure 
  
The utility also is withdrawing gas to reduce pressure at the storage 
facility and reduce the flow of methane from the broken well. Also, 
SoCalGas is working with local air quality regulators on a plan to 
install equipment to capture and destroy the leaking gas. 
  
Meanwhile, SoCalGas has paid to relocate about 2,500 residents 
from Porter Ranch, a nearby community. Students in a public school 
in the area have been transferred to alternative campuses. 
  
—With assistance from Bloomberg News 
  
To contact the reporter on this story: Carolyn Whetzel in Los Angeles 
at cwhetzel@bna.com 

  
To contact the editor responsible for this story: Larry Pearl at 
lpearl@bna.com 

  
  
For More Information 
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The letter from Senators Boxer and Feinstein is available at 
http://src.bna.com/b1r.   
  
<image002.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Baney, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  
Mardi: 
Is there a background piece, news story or something with more information? 
  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:10 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov>; Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; 
Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: California gas leak 
  

Has anyone thought about testing the gas leaking out of the 
Southern California facility for PCBs?  The two Senators from 
California have just asked the federal government to get involved. 
  
<image003.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Sullivan, Greg
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:56 AM
To: Klevs, Mardi
Cc: Cisneros, Jose; Guerriero, Margaret
Subject: RE: California gas leak

Thanks – I’ll forward to region 9. 
 

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 2:52 PM 
To: Sullivan, Greg <Sullivan.Greg@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov>; Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
 

Passing along to Greg, as requested 
 

 
 
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
 

 

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:59 PM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
 
Hi, Mardi— 
Mike Mikulka used Ed Barth and Dale Werkema from ORD on his Enterprise propane gas leak case. 
Dale Werkema, research geophysicist, ORD Las Vegas; and Ed Barth, Environmental Engineer, ORD Cincinnati.   
They both say they haven’t heard from Region 9.  Maybe you can pass their information along. 
Thanks, 
Joe 
312‐886‐6945 
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From: Mikulka, Michael  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:46 AM 
To: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
 
FYI 
 

From: Barth, Edwin  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 10:09 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Cc: Werkema, Dale <Werkema.D@epa.gov>; McKernan, John <McKernan.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
 
 
Mike.  Region 9 has not contacted John nor myself but I'm sure ERT would be involved or the Oil spills program 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 11:04 AM, Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> wrote: 

Have you been asked to help with the situation in EPA Region 9? 
  
Mike Mikulka 
312‐886‐6760 
  

From: Cisneros, Jose  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:51 AM 
To: Mikulka, Michael <mikulka.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: California gas leak 
  
Hi, Mike— 
Can you identify the experts you dealt with on the Enterprise leak to Mardi so she can get them in touch 
with Region 9? 
Anything you can do to help Region 9, based upon your efforts and experience in OH?  Technically 
and/or authorities‐wise.  I know you managed to use your RCRA authorities to have a hand in the fate of 
the Enterprise project.   
Thanks, 
Joe 
  

From: Guerriero, Margaret  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cisneros, Jose <Cisneros.Jose@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California gas leak 
  
I'm copying Jose because this sounds like what we were dealing with in Ohio on Mike Mikulka's site.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 9:01 AM, Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> wrote: 
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Thought you would want to see this string of emails, even though it’s 
a R9 issue.  I’m also going to send you one from Greg Sullivan. 
  

 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=california+gas+leak 
  
there’s so many news stories, I didn’t know which one to pick.  Your 
choice!  Also, here’s the blurb on the California senators fro the Daily 
Environmental Report: 
  
Pollution 
  
California Senators Seek Details on Response to Gas Leak 
Capitol Dome   
  
BNA Snapshot 
  
Key Development: California senators' letter asks the Department of 
Transportation, the EPA and the Justice Department for information 
on how the federal government is helping and can help the state 
respond to a natural gas leak in Los Angeles County. 
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Next Steps: The senators have asked for a response by Jan. 15. 
  
By Carolyn Whetzel 
  
Jan. 13 —  The federal government can play an important role in 
aiding California in responding to the ongoing natural gas leak in the 
Los Angeles area, Sens. Barbara Boxer (D‐Calif.) and Dianne Feinstein 
(D‐Calif.) said in a Jan. 13 letter to three federal agencies. 
  
In the letter, the senators asked the heads of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Justice to describe actions taken so far in assisting 
California agencies to stop the leak at the Southern California Gas Co. 
underground storage facility in Aliso Canyon. The letter also seeks 
clarification on what federal authorities can be used to oversee the 
response efforts. 
  
California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued an order Jan. 6 declaring the 
leak an emergency and directed state agencies to take additional 
measures to address the leak, mitigate its impacts and reduce the 
risks of additional leaks. State lawmakers Jan. 11 introduced 
legislation to halt new injections of gas into the reservoir and close 
down older production wells (04 DEN A‐14, 1/7/16). 
  
Since being discovered Oct. 23, the damaged well has discharged an 
estimated 1.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent into 
the atmosphere, according to data the California Air Resources Board 
released Jan. 8 (07 DEN A‐2, 1/12/16). 
  
Critical Role Seen for U.S 
  
“We believe that it is critical that the federal government also play an 
active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local 
residents,” the senators said in the letter. 
  
To understand how the federal government “can be of further 
assistance,” Boxer and Feinstein asked the agencies to provide by 
Jan. 15 an update on actions taken so far, including any advice 
provided to the state; a description of the delegated federal 
authorities state agencies have exercised and federal oversight of the 
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use of those authorities; and a legal analysis of federal authorities 
that could apply to this leak and natural gas storage fields in general 
along with a description of how the federal agencies have exercised 
those authorities to date. 
  
Finally, the letter asked the three agencies for a technical analysis to 
determine how quickly SoCalGas could reduce the gas stored in the 
facility to mitigate the leak. 
  
SoCalGas, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, is drilling a relief well to 
stop the leak. The company has said the project, which involves 
drilling down 8,500 feet to intersect the leaking well, may be 
completed in late February. 
  
Utility Withdrawing Gas to Reduce Pressure 
  
The utility also is withdrawing gas to reduce pressure at the storage 
facility and reduce the flow of methane from the broken well. Also, 
SoCalGas is working with local air quality regulators on a plan to 
install equipment to capture and destroy the leaking gas. 
  
Meanwhile, SoCalGas has paid to relocate about 2,500 residents 
from Porter Ranch, a nearby community. Students in a public school 
in the area have been transferred to alternative campuses. 
  
—With assistance from Bloomberg News 
  
To contact the reporter on this story: Carolyn Whetzel in Los Angeles 
at cwhetzel@bna.com 

  
To contact the editor responsible for this story: Larry Pearl at 
lpearl@bna.com 

  
  
For More Information 
  
The letter from Senators Boxer and Feinstein is available at 
http://src.bna.com/b1r.   
  
<image002.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
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Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
  

  

From: Baney, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:19 AM 
To: Klevs, Mardi <klevs.mardi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: California gas leak 
  
Mardi: 
Is there a background piece, news story or something with more information? 
  

From: Klevs, Mardi  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 9:10 AM 
To: Baney, Tony <Baney.Tony@epa.gov>; Moore, Kendall <moore.kendall@epa.gov>; 
Star, David <star.david@epa.gov> 
Subject: California gas leak 
  

Has anyone thought about testing the gas leaking out of the 
Southern California facility for PCBs?  The two Senators from 
California have just asked the federal government to get involved. 
  
<image003.jpg> 
  
Mardi Klevs, Chief 
Chemicals Management Branch (LC‐8J) 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312‐353‐5490 (phone) 
312‐385‐5528 (fax) 
klevs.mardi@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

Subject: Regional Response Team 9 Incident Specific Call - Aliso Canyon, SoCalGas release
Location: in SF, Rm  16323, Call in number: 877-620-0743, pass code 620 0743

Start: Thu 1/7/2016 3:00 PM
End: Thu 1/7/2016 4:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Richman, Lance
Required Attendees: Thomas.Finch@dot.gov; Meer, Daniel; earl.whitley@dot.gov; 

Sam.Brinker@nnsa.doe.gov; sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov; Franklin, Richard; Woytak, 
John; FEMA-R9WatchOfficer@fema.dhs.gov

Optional Attendees: Lawrence, Kathryn

F Y I :  P r o v i d i n g  s o m e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  c a l l  t o m o r r o w .  

 

L a n c e  

 

 

E f f e c t i v e  6 J a n 2 0 1 6  G o v e r n o r  E d m u n d  G .  B r o w n  J r .  i s s u e d  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t h a t  d e c l a r e s  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  a n  e m e r g e n c y  a n d  d e t a i l s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  s t o p  t h e  l e a k .  T h e  
o r d e r  a l s o  d i r e c t s  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y ,  e n s u r e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  
s t r e n g t h e n  o v e r s i g h t  o f  g a s  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

 

http: / /www.caloes.ca.gov/ ICESite/Pages/Al iso-Canyon.aspx 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional  Response Team 9 
Al iso Canyon,  SoCalGas Release 
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Call  in number:  877-620-0743,  pass code 620 0743# 
 

Agenda 
Thursday ,  January  7 t h  2016  @ 1500hrs  PST.  

 

 

 

I n t r oduc t i ons /Ro l l  Ca l l  
 
 
Mee t i ng  Ob jec t i ves  (Dan  Mee r ,  and  o the rs )  
 
 
B r i e f  on  I nc i den t  &  Cu r ren t  Response  (Dan  Mee r )  
 
 
Techn i ca l  I s sues ,  e .g . ,  i n t e r cep t  we l l s ,  o i l -m i s t  r educ t i on  f ence ,  so i l -me thane  
ex t r ac t i on  p roposa l ,  Me rcap tans  ( co r ros i on? ) * ,  e t c .  (A l l )  
 
 
Fede ra l  Regu la to r y  Au tho r i t i e s  Ge rma ine  t o  t h i s  I nc i den t  (A l l )    
 
 
Fo l l ow -up  Ac t i ons  &  Schedu le  add i t i ona l  mee t i ngs  i f  needed  (Lance  R i chman )  
 
 
Ad jou rn  
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Invitees 
 
Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  
 
 
Jack Whitley 
USDOT/PHMSA 
3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 
Ontario CA 91761 
(o)909-937-7228 
(c)909-222-9546 
earl.whitley@dot.gov 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 
Preparedness and Prevention Section 
415.972.3099(O) 
 
Lance Richman 
Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
Richman.lance@epa.gov 
 
Richard Franklin 
FOSC 
USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  
Portland, OR 97205 
Office: 503.326.2917 
Cell: 503.475.4178 
Franklin.richard@epa.gov 
 
 
Sam Brinker 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 
Phone: 9254220710 
Cell:  925-628-9120 
Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 
 
Sarah Hartson 
Regional Response Coordinator for Region 7 Radiological Assistance Program 
Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration 
Phone: 925.423.3250 
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Cell:  925.667.8102 
Sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov 
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 
Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
801 K Street, MS 24-03 
Sacramento, California 95814-3530 
Telephone (916) 323-6733 
Facsimile (916) 445-9916 
 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

SECOND EMERGENCY ORDER TO 
PROVIDE DATA AND TAKE SPECIFIED ACTIONS 

RE: 
ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10] 

 
Emergency Order No. 1106 

December 10, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Kenneth A. Harris Jr. 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 

1 

Emergency Order No. 1106; Provide Data and Take Specified Actions Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 
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I. Introduction 

Under the authority of the Public Resources Code (PRC), the State Oil and Gas 

Supervisor (Supervisor) may order tests and remedial work concerning oil field operations 

which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural 

resources.  (See PRC §§ 3106 and 3224.)  Further, the Supervisor is to ensure that “no damage 

occurs to the environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas 

storage facilities.  (PRC § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor may request from the operator 

any data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects.  (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator must maintain 

those data and make them available to Division personnel to show, among other things, that no 

damage to life, health, property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  (Cal. 

Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.10, subd. (h).)  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may 

order or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or 

natural resources.”  (PRC § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Regulations section 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in Division files, discussions with Operator, and Division site visits, the 

Supervisor determined that there is an  uncontrolled flow of fluids (see Regulations 

section 1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, API no. 037-00776 (“SS 25”) and a waste of 

gas in the Field, which Operator is and has been addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the 

upset have included ongoing tests and remedial work.  The efforts have not yet remedied the 

1 The Operator Code for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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uncontrolled flow of fluids or stopped the waste of gas.  Finding that an emergency exists, and 

in order to protect life, health, property, and natural resources, the Supervisor needs immediate 

access to data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and current and future 

remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 

3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions 

(a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide the data and take the 

actions identified below. 

 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to include “any well drilled for the 

purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery, repressuring or pressure 

maintenance of oil or gas reservoirs, or disposing of waste fluids from an oil or gas filed; [and] 

any well used to inject or withdraw gas from an underground storage facility[.]” 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 
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or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources … [and] loss of oil, gas, or 

reservoir energy[.]” 

PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states: “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 3225, 

or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order or 

undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air shall be 

prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states that “[t]he supervisor is required to maintain surveillance over 

[underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not lost, that drilling 

of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the environment by reason of 

injection and withdrawal of gas.” 

Regulations section 1724 specifies the types of well records that an operator must 

maintain and includes “[s]uch other information as the Supervisor may require for the 

performance of his or her statutory duties.” 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

“[a]dditional data requirements or modifications [as] necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects.” 

SoCal Gas’s Aliso Canyon gas storage project approval letter (dated April 18, 1989, 

revised July 26, 1989) conditions 10 and 11, among others, require SoCal Gas to provide the 

Division, upon its request, with data that it deems necessary to monitor the injection project 

operations and to notify the Division and obtain its approval before making any changes to the 

project that would alter the conditions that were originally approved in the letter. 

 

IV. Reasons Why the Actions and Provision of Data Ordered Are Pertinent and 

Necessary   

The Division is requiring Operator to undertake actions and to supply additional project 

data to the Division so it can continue to properly monitor Operator’s Aliso Canyon gas storage 

project and the leaking well within the project (SS 25).  These additional actions and data 

requirements are to ensure that Operator is taking all actions to prevent damage to life, health, 

property, and natural resources by stopping the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas from the well 

as quickly and safely as possible.   

These requirements are, necessarily, in addition to the data Operator has supplied and 

continues to supply, as well as the actions Operator has taken and will continue to take, to 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and gas. 

In addition to requiring the data for its own ongoing analysis and oversight, the Division 

is convening a panel of technical experts from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
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Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and the Sandia National Laboratory (collectively, the 

“National Laboratories”) that will provide independent expertise to assist the Division in 

monitoring and evaluating Operator’s actions. This group of scientists will, with particular 

expertise in the areas of rock mechanics, well completion, cementing, fluid dynamics, materials 

and corrosion, review data and information that the Division has received and continues to 

receive from Operator. The Division expects Operator to perform the following tasks, as 

discussed in part or in whole in recent technical meetings between the Division and Operator, to 

ensure the Division’s access to additional data it requires. 

 

V. Actions  Required of Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that an emergency exists and that he needs Operator to take the 

following actions to advance the process of monitoring and addressing the uncontrolled flow of 

fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS 

HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, 

and Regulations sections 1724, 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 1724.10 that Operator: 

 
(A) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to maximize the capture of leaking 
gas, in order to minimize releases while the relief wells are constructed and other actions 
are implemented to permanently shut in the well.  

 
(B) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Monday, December 14, 2015, at 
1700 hours, an updated detailed schedule for the completion of relief well number 1. 

 
(C) Prepare and deliver to the Division no later than Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at 1700 hours, a detailed schedule for the completion of additional well pad preparation, 
mobilization of a drilling rigs, and spudding of additional relief wells. 

 

6 

Emergency Order No. 1106; Provide Data and Take Specified Actions Re: Aliso Canyon Storage Facility 

 



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

(D) Develop and deliver to the Division no later than Tuesday, December 22, 2015, at 
1700 hours, a list of engineering approaches and options along with risks and mitigation 
measures to plug and abandon well SS 25 once a relief well has penetrated well SS 25. 

 
(E) Allow the Division access to contractors for any and all discussions, plans, and 
issues with respect to any efforts related to the closure of SS 25, as well as having 
contractor’s representative from the well control firm and drilling rig(s) and company(s) 
in attendance in morning briefings.  

 
(F) Expeditiously and aggressively pursue options to safely maximize the capture of 
gas and to minimize releases while relief wells are constructed and other actions are 
implemented to permanently shut in the well. 

 
(G) Immediately notify the Division’s onsite representative of any planned non-
emergency changes to all schedules which SoCal Gas supplies to the Division. 

 
(H) File all necessary notices as required and within 24 hours to the following email 
address: 

dogdist2@conservation.ca.gov 

   

VI. Further Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the findings and legal authorities described in 

section V and elsewhere in this Order, the Supervisor further orders Operator to perform or 

continue to perform the following tasks: 

 
(A) Conduct daily briefings with the Division to report progress to stop the existing 

leak and drill relief wells, identify for the Division issues that could result in 
delays in these activities and present and discuss planned actions and strategies to 
eliminate and/or minimize potential delays. 
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(B) Work with Division staff, and the Division’s contractors, agents, and advisors, to 
confirm and/or adjust priorities and develop and/or modify schedules to protect 
public health and safety and stop the release of fluids. 

 
(C) Provide the Division, and Division’s contractors, state agencies assisting with the 

issue, and advisors, including experts from the National Laboratories, access to the 
well site and attendant facilities, and immediate access to all relevant data and 
information. 

 
(D) Utilize surrounding wells to gather additional subsurface data to evaluate the 

presence, extent, and concentration of storage gas. 

 
(E) Reduce reservoir pressure in the vicinity of SS 25 by continuing to produce from 

wells in proximity to SS 25. 

 
(F) Maximize the rate of withdrawal from the reservoir to reduce reservoir pressure to 

aid in the control and plugging of SS 25. 

 
(G) Withdraw gas from SS 25 at as high a rate as is safe. 

 
(H) Hire additional contractors, as necessary, that specialize in well control, 

cementing, well fluid dynamics, well-killing techniques, and any and all other 
specialties needed for sealing SS 25 as quickly and safely as possible. 

 
(I) Provide all equipment, personnel, and supplies necessary to remediate SS 25 

directly; ensure relief well Porter 39A (relief well number 1) is completed as 
quickly and safely as possible; complete the preparation of a well pad, and 
mobilization and assembly of a second drilling rig for a second relief well; and 
spud, drill, and complete the second relief well as quickly and safely as possible.  

 
(J) Hire contractors, as necessary, to assess slope stability and prepare for significant 

rain events. 
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(K) Continue to not inject gas into the gas storage facility until injection is authorized 

by the Division. 
  

(L) Meet with the public and local officials as requested to update them on current 
status of progress. 
 

VII. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor (801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916) accepts appeal notices on the Supervisor’s 

behalf.  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the filing of an 

appeal of this Order will not operate as an automatic stay of this Order.  (PRC § 3350, 

subd. (b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC 

section 3350, subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the 

Order final.  If Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal 

hearing date, time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written 

decision that affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

 

VIII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Sections V (Actions Required Of Operator) and VI ( Further 

Actions for Operator to Perform or Continue to Perform) of this Order will subject Operator to 

potential significant further enforcement action.  Such enforcement action can include a civil 

penalty of up to $25,000 per violation (PRC section 3236.5) and/or criminal prosecution, as 

a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine up to $1,000, imprisonment up to six months, or both, 

for each offense (PRC section 3236).  Similarly, the Supervisor could deny approval of  
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Information about the  
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Updated on Friday, December 11 

 

Overview 

• The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) has established an incident command 
structure to coordinate local, state and federal actions to bolster the Gas Company efforts to stop 
the leak and ensure public safety.  This effort includes operating a physical incident command 
post on-site at Aliso Canyon that is staffed by the Southern California Gas Company 24 hours a 
day, 7 days per week. 

• CalOES is also coordinating information sharing among governmental agencies to ensure 
governmental actions are well-coordinated and publicly transparent.  It is maintaining a public 
website with updated information regarding agency actions that can be found here.  

• Boots & Coots, an internationally renowned specialized contractor with expertise in responding 
to oil and gas well concerns, was brought in by SCG to stop the leak. Its mission is to seal the 
leaking well permanently. 

• The leak is not at the wellhead. It appears to be caused by damage to the well casing at about 
500 feet underground. The damaged portion of the well is very difficult to access and cannot yet 
be seen with a camera. 

• To date, SCG and Boots & Coots has made seven separate attempts to directly plug the well that 
have not yet been successful. Currently, two relief wells are being drilled to intersect the existing 
well bore below the leak. SCG plans to pump cement through the relief well to stop the flow of 
natural gas from the well. 

• To ensure the protection of public health and safety, state and local agencies are conducting tests 
and monitoring the well site, as well as monitoring air quality at the well site, throughout the 
Aliso Canyon facility, and in the closest residential community to the Aliso Canyon facility.  

• Work to stop the leak must proceed cautiously because of the combustible nature of the gas that 
is leaking and the amount of gas involved. Maintaining worker and community safety is the 
highest priority as efforts to stop the leak continue. Wind and weather are important factors that 
must be addressed in all efforts to stop the leak. Work cannot proceed when weather or 
conditions of the gas leak create a high safety risk.   

 

 

Department of Conservation 

http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx


 

 

What the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources is doing 

• The Division is a part of a team of state and local agencies that are working together on a daily 
basis to ensure public and environmental health during this incident. 

• The Supervisor has assigned a team of experienced technical experts to direct oversight at Aliso 
Canyon. These experts have been on-site during all operations and are evaluating every step with 
SCG to determine the most effective way to permanently plug the well. They critically oversee 
all plans and actions at the site, including monitoring the wellhead and inspecting the well bore, 
and every new step to stop the leak. 

• Analysts in the Division closely reviewed the annual testing history of the well. No prior leak 
was observed based on the logs.  

• The Supervisor has convened a panel of technical experts from the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and the Sandia National Laboratory to 
provide independent expertise to assist the Division in monitoring and evaluating SCG’s actions.   

• On November 18, the Supervisor issued an emergency order to ensure no delay exists while 
standard methodologies are exhausted before more definitive solutions can developed, including 
the drilling of relief wells below the leak to stop the flow of natural gas. The Emergency Order 
was issued to ensure that SCG is planning and implementing all feasible pathways to stop the 
leak. The order was also issued to require SCG to provide written plans for all feasible pathways 
to stop the leak, from directly sealing the leak to additional pathways including the drilling relief 
wells. SCG is currently complying with the Emergency Order.  

• On December 10 the Supervisor issued a second emergency order to SCG.  That order requests 
additional testing and well data, daily briefings, and a schedule for identified pathways to seal 
the well. 

• The Division has also initiated an investigation to determine the cause of the gas leak and 
whether any violations have occurred. It is coordinating with the California Public Utilities 
Commission, which is conducting its own investigation of the gas leak under the Commission’s 
legal authorities.   

 

 

 

 
 

 



GOVERNOR BROWN ISSUES ORDER ON ALISO CANYON GAS LEAK

1-6-2016

SACRAMENTO - Given the prolonged and continuing duration of the Aliso Canyon gas leak and at the 
request of residents and local officials, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. today issued a proclamation 
that declares the situation an emergency and details the administration's ongoing efforts to help stop 
the leak. The order also directs further action to protect public health and safety, ensure accountability 
and strengthen oversight of gas storage facilities. 

Earlier this week, Governor Brown met with Porter Ranch residents and toured the Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Storage Facility, including the site of the leak and one of the relief wells.

Today's proclamation builds on months of regulatory and oversight actions from seven state agencies 
mobilized to protect public health, oversee Southern California Gas Company's actions to stop the leak, 
track methane emissions, ensure worker safety, safeguard energy reliability and address any other 
problems stemming from the leak. Actions include:

- The Governor's Office of Emergency Services established an incident command structure, 
including a physical post on-site at Aliso Canyon to better coordinate the local, state and federal 
response and information sharing and is maintaining a public webpage to provide real-time information 
regarding the state's multi-agency response and air quality monitoring.

- The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources is investigating the leak and overseeing 
Southern California Gas Company's efforts to stop it, including issuing emergency orders in November
and December directing Southern California Gas Company to halt gas injections into the storage 
facility, immediately work on alternatives to stop the leak and provide testing results, data, daily 
briefings and a written plan and schedule for sealing the well. The Division also established a panel of 
experts from the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and 
the Sandia National Laboratory to provide independent monitoring and technical expertise and review 
Southern California Gas Company data and information reported to the Division.

- The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment is reviewing air quality measurements, 
evaluating public health concerns from the gas leak and assisting other state agencies in determining 
whether additional actions are needed beyond those already required by local public health agencies.

- The California Public Utilities Commission is investigating the gas leak to determine its cause and 
any possible violations and is collecting information about the costs of responding to and fixing the 
leak. The Commission and Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources also directed Southern 
California Gas Company to retain and pay for an independent, third party to perform a technical 
analysis of the well failure and its cause and share the results with regulators and the public.

- The California Air Resources Board is measuring the leak rate and estimating total methane 
emissions over the duration of the leak and is using ground-level monitoring, specially-equipped 
airplanes, and satellite information to provide updates of emissions.

- The Division of Occupational Safety and Health is ensuring on-site worker safety at Aliso Canyon.

- The California Energy Commission is coordinating with California Public Utilities Commission to 
maintain energy reliability during this incident.

Last month, the Governor sent a letter to the CEO of Southern California Gas stating that the 
company's response has been "insufficient" and must be sped up, while noting that state agencies' 
multiple ongoing investigations will be coordinated with the California Attorney General's Office.

Today's proclamation implements the following key orders:

- Stopping the Leak: All necessary and viable actions will be taken to ensure Southern California Gas 
Company: maximizes daily withdrawals of natural gas from the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility for use or 
storage elsewhere; captures leaking gas and odorants while relief wells are being completed; and 
identifies how it will stop the gas leak if relief wells fail to seal the leaking well, or if the existing leak 
worsens.

- Protecting Public Health and Safety: The state will: continue its prohibition against Southern 
California Gas Company injecting any gas into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility until a comprehensive 
review of the safety of the storage wells and the air quality of the surrounding community utilizing 
independent experts is completed; expand its real-time monitoring of emissions in the community; 
convene an independent panel of scientific and medical experts to review public health concerns; and 
take all actions necessary to ensure the continued reliability of natural gas and electricity supplies in 
the coming months.

- Ensuring Accountability: The California Public Utilities Commission will ensure that Southern 
California Gas Company covers costs related to the natural gas leak and its response, while protecting 
ratepayers; and the state will develop a program to fully mitigate the leak's emissions of methane 
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funded by the Southern California Gas Company.

- Strengthening Oversight: The state will promulgate emergency regulations for gas storage facility 
operators throughout the state, requiring: at least daily inspection of gas storage well heads using gas 
leak detection technology such as infrared imaging; ongoing verification of the mechanical integrity of 
all gas storage wells; ongoing measurement of annular gas pressure or annular gas flow within wells; 
regular testing of all safety valves used in wells; minimum and maximum pressure limits for each gas 
storage facility in the state; a comprehensive risk management plan for each facility that evaluates and 
prepares for risks, including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. Additionally, the Division of Oil, 
Gas and Geothermal Resources, the California Public Utilities Commission, the California Air 
Resources Board and the California Energy Commission will submit to the Governor's Office a report 
that assesses the long-term viability of natural gas storage facilities in California.

Under today's declaration, and at the direction of the Governor's Office of Emergency Services, all 
state agencies will utilize state personnel, equipment, and facilities to ensure a continuous and 
thorough state response to this incident. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services will also provide 
frequent and timely updates to residents affected by the natural gas leak and the appropriate local 
officials, including convening community meetings in the coming weeks.

Additional information on the administration's coordinated efforts to help address this leak can be found 
here.

The full text of today's proclamation is below:

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS on October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Natural Gas Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, and Southern California Gas Company's attempts 
to stop the leak have not yet been successful; and

WHEREAS many residents in the nearby community have reported adverse physical symptoms as a 
result of the natural gas leak, and the continuing emissions from this leak have resulted in the 
relocation of thousands of people, including many schoolchildren; and

WHEREAS major amounts of methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, have been emitted into the 
atmosphere; and

WHEREAS the Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources issued an 
emergency order on December 10, 2015 prohibiting injection of natural gas into the Aliso Canyon 
Storage Facility until further authorized; and

WHEREAS seven state agencies are mobilized to protect public health, oversee Southern California 
Gas Company's actions to stop the leak, track methane emissions, ensure worker safety, safeguard 
energy reliability, and address any other problems stemming from the leak; and

WHEREAS the California Public Utilities Commission and the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources--working closely with federal, state and local authorities including the California Attorney 
General and the Los Angeles City Attorney--have instituted investigations of this natural gas leak and 
have ordered an independent, third-party analysis of the cause of the leak; and

NOW, THEREFORE, given the prolonged and continuing duration of this natural gas leak and the 
request by residents and local officials for a declaration of emergency, I, EDMUND G. BROWN JR., 
Governor of the State of California, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State 
Constitution and statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, HEREBY PROCLAIM A 
STATE OF EMERGENCY to exist in Los Angeles County due to this natural gas leak.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. All agencies of state government shall utilize all necessary state personnel, equipment, and facilities 
to ensure a continuous and thorough response to this incident, as directed by the Governor's Office of 
Emergency Services and the State Emergency Plan.

2. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services, in exercising its responsibility to coordinate relevant 
state agencies, shall provide frequent and timely updates to residents affected by the natural gas leak 
and the appropriate local officials, including convening community meetings.

STOPPING THE LEAK

3. The California Public Utilities Commission and the California Energy Commission shall take all 
actions necessary to ensure that Southern California Gas Company maximizes daily withdrawals of 
natural gas from the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility for use or storage elsewhere.

4. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall direct Southern California Gas Company 
to take any and all viable and safe actions to capture leaking gas and odorants while relief wells are 
being completed.

5. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall require Southern California Gas Company 
to identify how it will stop the gas leak if pumping materials through relief wells fails to close the leaking 
well, or if the existing leak worsens.

6. The Division shall take necessary steps to ensure that the proposals identified by Southern 
California Gas Company pursuant to Directives 4 and 5 are evaluated by the panel of subject matter 
experts the Division has convened from the Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence Livermore, and Sandia 
National Laboratories to evaluate Southern California Gas Company's actions.

PROTECTING PUBLIC SAFETY

1/6/2016
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7. The Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources shall continue its prohibition against Southern 
California Gas Company injecting any gas into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility until a comprehensive 
review, utilizing independent experts, of the safety of the storage wells and the air quality of the 
surrounding community is completed.

8. The California Air Resources Board, in coordination with other agencies, shall expand its real-time 
monitoring of emissions in the community and continue providing frequent, publicly accessible updates 
on local air quality.

9. The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment shall convene an independent panel of 
scientific and medical experts to review public health concerns stemming from the gas leak and 
evaluate whether additional measures are needed to protect public health beyond those already put in 
place.

10. The California Public Utilities Commission and the California Energy Commission, in coordination 
with the California Independent System Operator, shall take all actions necessary to ensure the 
continued reliability of natural gas and electricity supplies in the coming months during the moratorium 
on gas injections into the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.

ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY

11. The California Public Utilities Commission shall ensure that Southern California Gas Company 
cover costs related to the natural gas leak and its response, while protecting ratepayers.

12. The California Air Resources Board, in consultation with appropriate state agencies, shall develop a 
program to fully mitigate the leak's emissions of methane by March 31, 2016. This mitigation program 
shall be funded by the Southern California Gas Company, be limited to projects in California, and 
prioritize projects that reduce short-lived climate pollutants.

STRENGTHENING OVERSIGHT OF GAS STORAGE FACILITIES

13. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources shall promulgate emergency regulations 
requiring gas storage facility operators throughout the state to comply with the following new safety and 
reliability measures:

a. Require at least a daily inspection of gas storage well heads, using gas leak detection technology 
such as infrared imaging.
b. Require ongoing verification of the mechanical integrity of all gas storage wells.
c. Require ongoing measurement of annular gas pressure or annular gas flow within wells.
d. Require regular testing of all safety valves used in wells.
e. Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits for each gas storage facility in the state.
f. Require each storage facility to establish a comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates and 
prepares for risks at each facility, including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment.

14. The Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources, the California Public Utilities Commission, the 
California Air Resources Board and the California Energy Commission shall submit to the Governor's 
Office a report that assesses the long-term viability of natural gas storage facilities in California. The 
report should address operational safety and potential health risks, methane emissions, supply 
reliability for gas and electricity demand in California, and the role of storage facilities and natural gas 
infrastructure in the State's long-term greenhouse gas reduction strategies. This report shall be 
submitted within six months after the completion of the investigation of the cause of the natural gas well 
leak in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this proclamation be filed in the Office of the 
Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice be given of this proclamation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of 
California to be affixed this 6th day of January 2016.

__________________________
EDMUND G. BROWN JR.
Governor of California

ATTEST:

__________________________
ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

# # #

1/6/2016
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Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

Legal Office for the STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 

801 K Street, MS 24-03 

Sacramento, California 95814-3530 

Telephone (916) 323-6733 

Facsimile (916) 445-9916 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 

 

EMERGENCY ORDER TO: 

PROVIDE DATA RE: 

ALISO CANYON GAS STORAGE FACILITY  

[Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5.] 

[Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6, 1724.7, subd. (e), and 1724.10, subs. (a), (h) & (k)] 

 

Emergency Order No. 1104 

November 18, 2015 

Operator: Southern California Gas Company (S4700) 

Aliso Canyon Field 

Los Angeles County 

  

BY 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 
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I. Introduction 

The State Oil and Gas Supervisor (Supervisor), acting under the authority of the Public 

Resources Code (PRC), including PRC section 3224, can order tests and remedial work 

concerning oil field operations which, in his judgment, are necessary to prevent damage to life, 

health, property, and natural resources.  (See Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3106 and 3224.)  In 

addition, under the PRC, the Supervisor is charged with ensuring that “no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas” in underground gas storage facilities.  

(Pub. Resources Code, § 3403.5.)  To that end, the Supervisor has the authority to request any 

data that are pertinent and necessary for the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources 

(Division), and its District Deputy, to properly evaluate underground injection projects (See, 

e.g., Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 1724.6 and 1724.7, subd. (e).)  The operator of an injection 

project must maintain these data to show, among other things, that no damage to life, health, 

property, or natural resources is occurring by reason of the project (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 

1724.10, subd. (h)) and such data must be made available for inspection by Division personnel 

(Ibid.).  Moreover, in an emergency, “the [S]upervisor may order or undertake the actions he or 

she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural resources.”  (Pub. Resources 

Code, § 3226.) 

At all times relevant to this Order, Southern California Gas Company1 (SoCal Gas or 

Operator)  is the “operator,” as defined in PRC section 3009, of certain “wells,” as defined in 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), and is conducting “operations” as defined in California Code 

of Regulations, title 14, (Regulations) section 1720, subdivision (f), at a gas storage project (see 

Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 1724.9) in the Aliso Canyon Field in Los Angeles County (Field). 

Based on data in the files of the Division, discussions with operator, and Division site 

visits, the Supervisor has determined that that there is an uncontrolled flow of fluids (see 

1722.5) from well “Standard Sesnon” 25, and a waste of gas, in the Field that Operator has been, 

and is currently, addressing.  Operator’s efforts to address the upset have included various tests 
                                                                 
1 The Operator Code the Division uses for Southern California Gas Company is S4700. 
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and remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

or stop the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division information 

about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  The Supervisor needs 

immediate access to these data to monitor and address the uncontrolled flow of fluids, and 

current and future remedial work.  Therefore, according to PRC sections 3013, 3106, 3224, 

3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, subdivision (e), and 

1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), the Supervisor hereby orders Operator to provide 

the data identified below (Section V; Data Required from Operator). 

II. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to the terms used in this Order: 

PRC section 3008, subdivision (a), defines “Well” to mean, among other things, “any 

well drilled for the purpose of injecting fluids or gas for stimulating oil or gas recovery[.] 

PRC section 3009 defines “Operator” to mean “a person who, by virtue of ownership, 

or under the authority of a lease or any other agreement, has the right to drill, operate, maintain, 

or control a well or production facility.” 

Regulations section 1720, subdivision (f), defines “Operations” to mean “any one or all 

of the activities of an operator covered by Division 3 of the Public Resources Code [i.e., the oil 

and gas law, commencing with PRC section 3000].” 

III. Statutory and Related Authority  

PRC section 3013 states that the oil and gas law (Division 3 of the PRC, commencing 

with section 3000) “shall be liberally construed to meet its purposes” and grants the Supervisor 

“all powers” that may be necessary to carry out those purposes.  

PRC section 3106, subdivision (a), authorizes the Supervisor to “supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation, maintenance, and removal 

or abandonment of tanks and facilities attendant to oil and gas production … so as to prevent, as 

far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 
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PRC section 3224 requires the Supervisor to “order such tests or remedial work as in his 

judgment are necessary to prevent damage to life, health, property, and natural resources[.]” 

PRC section 3226 states that “Notwithstanding any other provisions of Section 3224, 

3225, or 3237, if the supervisor determines that an emergency exists, the supervisor may order 

or undertake the actions he or she deems necessary to protect life, health, property, or natural 

resources.” 

PRC section 3300 states, in part, that “[t]he blowing, release, or escape of gas into the air 

shall be prima facie evidence of unreasonable waste.” 

PRC section 3403.5 states, in part, that “The supervisor is required to maintain 

surveillance over [underground gas storage] facilities to insure that the original reserves are not 

lost, that drilling of new wells is conducted properly, and that no damage occurs to the 

environment by reason of injection and withdrawal of gas. 

Regulations section 1724.6 allows the Supervisor to require from an operator “any data 

that, in the judgment of the Supervisor, are pertinent and necessary for the proper evaluation of 

the proposed project.” 

Regulations section 1724.7, subdivision (e), requires the following, where applicable:  

“Other data as required for large, unusual, or hazardous projects, for unusual or complex 

structures, or for critical wells. Examples of such data are: isogor maps, water-oil ratio maps, 

isobar maps, equipment diagrams, and safety programs.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (a), requires that any changes to an injection 

project “shall not be carried out without Division approval.” 

Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (h), states: “Data shall be maintained to show 

performance of the [injection] project and to establish that no damage to life, health, property or 

natural resources is occurring by reason of the project.  Injection shall be stopped if there is 

evidence of such damage … or upon written notice from the Division.  Project data shall be 

available for periodic inspection by Division personnel.” 
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Regulations section 1724.10, subdivision (k), authorizes the Supervisor to request 

additional data requirements or modifications as necessary to fit specific circumstances and 

types of projects. 

IV. Reasons Why Data Requested is Pertinent and Necessary   

Operator’s efforts to address the uncontrolled flow of fluids have included various tests and 

remedial work.  However, the efforts have not yet remedied the uncontrolled flow of fluids nor 

stopped the waste of gas.  In addition, Operator has not yet furnished the Division with all 

information about, and results from, some of the tests and/or remedial work.  In order to ensure 

that all necessary steps are taken to prevent damage to life, health, property, or natural resources, 

the Supervisor needs immediate access to these data to monitor the uncontrolled flow of fluids 

and current and planned activities to stop the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas. 

V. Data Required from Operator 

Based on the facts, and in accord with the legal authorities, described in this Order, the 

Supervisor has determined that he needs immediate access to the below data to monitor and 

address the uncontrolled flow of fluids and waste of gas at Operator’s gas storage injection 

project in the Field.  Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to PRC sections 

3013, 3106, 3224, 3226, 3300, and 3403.5, and Regulations sections 1724.6, 1724.7, 

subdivision (e), and 1724.10, subdivisions (a), (h), and (k), that the Operator: 

 

(A) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, provide continuous access to real-

time electronic monitoring of wellhead pressures, and, as requested by the Division, plans 

and results of all diagnostic tests and well logs. 

 

(B) By 5:00 p.m. Thursday November 19, 2015, submit the following information 

obtained between Friday, October 23, 2015, and Wednesday, November 18, 2015: 

 

1. Downhole videos; 
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2. Well Logs, including temperature surveys, acoustic logs, neutron logs, cement 

bond logs, ultra-sonic imager/gamma ray logs, density logs, nuclear fluid density 

logs; 

3. Pressure Surveys;  

4. Pressure testing of the casings, tubing, and/or packers; and 

5. Spinner Surveys. 

 

 (C) By 5:00 p.m. Friday November 20, 2015, submit a time schedule identifying when 

relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling of relief well will 

commence.  

 

Send all data via electronic mail to the Division (Alan Walker and John Geroch) at the 

following addresses: 

 Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov 

John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov 

 

VI. Operator’s Appeal Rights 

Operator may appeal this Order to the Director of the Department of Conservation by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the Supervisor as described in PRC section 3350.  (The 

Legal Office for the State Oil and Gas Supervisor [801 K Street, MS 24-03, Sacramento, 

California 95814-3530; Facsimile (916) 445-9916] will accept appeal notices on the 

Supervisor’s behalf).  Because this is an emergency order issued under PRC section 3226, the 

filing of an appeal of this Order will not operate as a stay of this Order.  (PRC, § 3350, subd. 

(b)(1).)   Failing to file a notice of appeal within the timeframe prescribed in PRC section 3350, 

subdivision (a), waives Operator’s right to challenge this Order and makes the Order final.  If 

Operator timely files a notice of appeal, Operator will be informed of the appeal hearing date, 

mailto:Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:John.Geroch@conservation.ca.gov
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time, and place.  After the close of the hearing, Operator will receive a written decision that 

affirms, sets aside, or modifies the Order. 

VII. Court Order and Other Potential Actions to Enforce This Order 

Failing to comply with Section V (Data Required from Operator) of this Order could 

subject Operator to further enforcement action.  For example, the Supervisor could deny 

approval of proposed well operations until compliance is achieved, order the plugging and 

abandonment of wells, and/or assess a civil penalty.  (Pub. Resources Code, §§ 3203, subd. (c), 

3236.5, and 3237, subd. (a)(3)(C).) 

Further, PRC section 3236 makes it a misdemeanor to fail, neglect, or refuse to furnish 

any report or record that the Supervisor may require under the oil and gas law.  The 

misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than 

one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or by both the fine 

and imprisonment for each separate offense.  PRC section 3359 makes it a misdemeanor to fail 

or neglect to comply with an order of the Supervisor or to fail, refuse, or neglect to produce 

books, papers, or documents as demanded in the order.  Each day’s further failure, refusal, or 

neglect is a separate and distinct offense. 

DATED: November 18, 2015 

Dr. Steven R. Bohlen 

State Oil and Gas Supervisor 

Certified mail receipt number: 7012 1010 0000 9269 9029 



Incident Specific Call – Jan 7, 2016 

 
Regional  Response Team 9 

Al iso Canyon, SoCalGas Release 
 

Cal l  in number: 877-620-0743,  pass code 620 0743# 
 

Agenda 
Thursday ,  Janua ry  7 t h  2016  @ 1500h rs  PST.  

 

 

 

I n t r od uc t i ons / Ro l l  Ca l l  
 
 
Me e t ing  Ob je c t i ve s  ( Da n  Mee r ,  an d  o th e rs )  
 
 
B r ie f  on  I n c id en t  &  Cur r en t  Re sp ons e  ( Da n  Me er )  
 
 
Tec hn ic a l  I ss ue s ,  e .g . ,  i n t e r ce p t  we l l s ,  o i l -m is t  r ed uc t io n  f enc e ,  s o i l -
me t ha ne  e x t r ac t io n  p r op os a l ,  Merc ap ta ns  ( co r r os io n?) * ,  e t c .  (A l l )  
 
 
Fed era l  Reg u la to r y  Au t ho r i t i e s  Germa in e  t o  t h i s  I n c id en t  ( A l l )    
 
 
Fo l lo w-u p  Ac t io ns  &  Sch ed u le  a dd i t i on a l  me e t i ng s  i f  need ed  ( La nc e  
R i chm an)  
 
 
Ad jo u rn  
 
 
  



Incident Specific Call – Jan 7, 2016 

Invitees 
 
Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  
 
 
Jack Whitley 
USDOT/PHMSA 
3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 
Ontario CA 91761 
(o)909-937-7228 
(c)909-222-9546 
earl.whitley@dot.gov 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 
Preparedness and Prevention Section 
415.972.3099(O) 
 
Lance Richman 
Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
Richman.lance@epa.gov 
 
Richard Franklin 
FOSC 
USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  
Portland, OR 97205 
Office: 503.326.2917 
Cell: 503.475.4178 
Franklin.richard@epa.gov 
 
 
Sam Brinker 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 
Phone: 9254220710 
Cell:  925-628-9120 
Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 

mailto:thomas.finch@dot.gov
mailto:earl.whitley@dot.gov
mailto:Richman.lance@epa.gov
mailto:Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov
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Sarah Hartson 
Regional Response Coordinator for Region 7 Radiological Assistance Program 
Department of Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration 
Phone: 925.423.3250 
Cell:  925.667.8102 
Sarah.hartson@nnsa.doe.gov 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Mathis, Alicia L <AMathis@semprautilities.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 10:25 PM
To: adam.uehara@fire.lacounty.gov; Aftab, Nadia; Alan.Walker@conservation.ca.gov; 

Alexander, Lisa; Mathis, Alicia L; Andrade, Claudia M; andrew.fox@lacity.org; Arriola, 
Dennis; Baker, Phil E.; Banuelos, Edward; Barr, Brian A; Bauer, Troy A.; 
Bill.Jones@fire.lacounty.gov; Moxley, Bret; Bruce.Hesson@conservation.ca.gov; 
bryan.gollhofer@wildlife.ca.gov; Calabrese, Mike A.; Canedo, Fiorella L; Carter, Jason W; 
Cho, Jimmie I; christian.corbo@wildlife.ca.gov; Dan.Bout@CalOES.ca.gov; 
dan.douglas@fire.lacounty.gov; Meer, Daniel; David.Stone@Caloes.ca.gov; 
emd.dutyofficer@lacity.org; emile.mack@lacity.org; Franke, Sara; Funches, Belinda; 
gail.manning@lacity.org; Gonzalez, Hector O; gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov; 
gregory.reynar@lacity.org; Allen, HarryL; Hruby, Steven; 
jackie.switzler@fire.lacounty.gov; lesinski.j@gmail.com; MUSANTE, JASON; Johnstone, 
Jeremy; 31060@lapd.lacity.org; john.chappell@sce.com; Johnson, Darrell; 
jose.gomez@fire.lacounty.gov; KButler@ph.lacounty.gov; Kargar, Azra; Lawrence, 
Kathryn; Kerns, Barry; kim.zagaris@caloes.ca.gov; Kloberdanz, Kari; Koskie, W. Jeff; La 
Fevers, Glenn; Lane, Bret; Long, Stacey S.; Loon, Tim P; Lugani, Regina Y; 
mario.tresierras@fire.lacounty.gov; Mike.Lewis@fire.lacounty.gov; 
milton.molina@fire.lacounty.gov; Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov; 
mitch.diehl@fire.lacounty.gov; Montes, Edgar M; Muse, Trisha; 27677@lapd.lacity.org; 
patrick.oyama@lacity.org; Rawls, Wallace; Razavi, Avideh; Rios, Davina M.; 
robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org; Wise, Robert; rsalgado@dir.ca.gov; 
Slieberman@ceooem.lacounty.gov; Salazar, Jeff; Schwecke, Rodger; 
sean.hughes@lacity.org; Serrano, Mark L. (SCG); jones.sherryl@Caloes.ca.gov; Smith, 
Paul; Snyder, Hal; sonia.brown@calOES.ca.gov; stephen.ruda@lacity.org; Tan, Kevin Earl 
Y; terry.wilkinson@fire.lacounty.gov; timothy.torsney@lapd.lacity.org; 
tony.duran@fire.lacounty.gov; 25383@lapd.lacity.org; Tracy, Jill; 
trevor.richmond@lacity.org; Van de Putte, Todd; van der Leeden, Ronald; Van Hover, 
Angela V; Warning.center@oes.ca.gov; winston.perez@fire.lacounty.gov; Wright, Gillian

Subject: Aliso Canyon ICS 209
Attachments: SS25 ICS209 Jan 12  1800.pdf; Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 1-12-15.pdf; 

01-13-16 215 SoCalGas Gas Leak Estimate Reduced by 60 Percent (2).pdf

Please see attached. 
 
Alicia L. Mathis 
First Responder Program Manager 
SoCalGas Company 
555 W. 5th St. 
LA CA 90013 
(562)233‐9904 
 



Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) 
 

  

1. Incident Name: 2. Incident Number: 
   

SS-25 DNA 
   

3. Report 

Version: 

4. Incident Commander(s) & Agency or 

Organization: 

 

5. Incident Management 

Organization: 

6. Incident Start 

Date/Time:   

    Initial 

X    Update 

 

X 

  Final 

  INTERNAL 
 

Jimmie Cho (SoCalGas) Internal Southern 

California Gas 

Company Incident 

Management 

 

Date: 10/23/2015 

Time: 
 

  

7. Current Incident 

Size or Area 

Involved: 

 

Southern California 

Gas Company 

Aliso Canyon 

Well site #SS-25 
 

8. Percent (%) 

Contained or 

Completed: 

 Percent (%) of 

Perimeter to be 

Contained: 

N/A 
 

9. Incident Type: 

HazMat 
B. Incident 

Description: 

C. Cause: 

Accidental/Unknown 
  

10. Incident 

Complexity 

Level: 

X   Single 

    Complex 

  
 Type 3 
 

11. Report Time Period: 

 

From Date/Time: 1/12/2016 0600 

To Date/Time: 1/12/2016 1800 
  

 

 

12. Prepared By: 
13. Approved By:  

  

Print Name: Alicia Mathis, So Cal Gas 

 
Date/Time Prepared: 1/12/2016 1800 
 

Print Name: Jimmie Cho,  So Cal Gas 

                                            

Signature:                         Jimmie Cho                                                   
 

 

14. Date/Time Submitted: 15. Primary Location, Organization, or Agency Sent To: 

NOT SUBMITTED TO OSCC OSCC (Internal ICS-209 only; not submitted to OSCC) 
 

 

16. State: 
17. County / Parish / Borough: 

 
18. City: 

CA 
Los Angeles 

 
Unincorporated LA County 

 

19. Unit or Other: 

 

20. Incident Jurisdiction: 

 

So Cal Gas Property 

21. Incident Location Ownership: 

 

Los Angeles County 

    

22. Latitude/Longitude: 23. US National Grid Reference: 24. Legal Description: 

  Latitude:  34º 18' 54" 
 

  Longitude:  118º 33' 51" 
  

  Grid Zone:  

  x-Coordinate:  

  y-Coordinate:  
 

  Principal Meridian:  

  Township:  Range:  Section:  

  1/4 Sec:  of 1/4 Sec:  
  

25. Short Location or Area Description (list all affected areas or a reference point): 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Field (Southern California Gas Company) 
 

26. UTM Coordinates: 

  Zone:    Easting:  

   
  

27. Note any electronic geospatial data included or attached (indicate data format, content, and collection time 

information and labels): 

 
 

 



 

28. Significant Events for the Time Period Reported: 
 

Customer Assistance: Continued to offer relocation for area residents. Currently 15 firms are assisting with the 

effort. An audit method is being developed to determine effectiveness of relocation effort. An audit firm has been 

hired for the task. Filling data request made by City Attorney’s Office on relocation information. Efforts are being 

focused on data scrubbing and making sure relocation numbers reflect the correct counts. 

 

Environmental:  Continued to develop mitigation strategies to support operations and weather conditions. 

Continued air monitoring on site and in community. Hired health expert Mary McDaniels to respond to health 

related concerns in the community. ARB results of flyover indicated that emissions are 60% less than in  

December (see attached). The next phase of AQMD hearing will be on Saturday 1/16 - public comment phase is 

completed. Continued offering of in home air filters and weather-stripping. 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site): Made seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22.  

Weather was not favorable today, the wind was too strong at site to place 3
rd

 tray over hole - extended tray by 

another 20 ft. 

Finalizing plans on gas capture system with design firm – presentation tomorrow. 

P39A: Relief well, drilling in progress. At 7390 ft. Ranging run #12 at 7600ft. 

Second drill site at PS-20: Completed site grading. Equipment and drill rig is staged to move in place. Site prep and 

drying out base.  

 

To date five different methods are being attempted to control the gas leak at well SS25: 
 

• Drilling relief well to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.              

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.    

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 

Public Information:   Community Resource Center (CRC) was open today – 326 visitors.  

Agency/Stakeholder Information: Governor Brown’s office has scheduled a public hearing for Friday evening in 

Porter Ranch in attendance will be: CPUC, ARB, EPA, DOGGR and CalOES. A 10am meeting is scheduled 

tomorrow at Chatsworth Base to review the design of the air capture system. All visits to site must be coordinated 

through Liaison Officer Jeff Salazar at (951)255-7399. 

Media Information: 30 media inquiries today. News stories in KNBC, Reuters, PBS, CBS, KNX, and LA Times.  

Social Media: Environmental Activist Erin Brockovich is sharing regularly through tweets, and facebook. 

 

Website posted: wwwalisoupdates.com. 
 

 

 
 

29. Primary Fuel Model, or Materials, or Hazards Involved (hazardous chemicals, fuel types, infectious agents, 

radiation, etc.): Natural Gas Well 

 
 

30. Damage Assessment Information (summarize damage and/or 

restriction of use or availability to residential or commercial property, 

natural resources, critical infrastructure and key resources, etc.): 

 

Access to well SS-25 restricted to emergency operations personnel 

only.  Access to wells adjacent to SS-25 also restricted. 

Restricted no fly zone 

 

 

 

 

Structural 

Summary 

# 

Threatened 
(up to 72 

hrs.) 

# 

Damaged 

# 

Destroyed 

Single 
Residences 

8000 0 0 

Multiple 
Residences 

20 0 0 

Nonresidential 

Commercial 
Property 

100 0 0 

 

 

 



31. Public Status Summary: 

  Number of Civilians (Public) Indicated Below: 

  Previous Report 
Total 

Installed 
Today 

Total 
# to-

date 

Relocations: 
   

 Total Inquiries 

 

4605  0 

 Placements 2506  0 

 In process 

 

1550  0 

 Calls pending resolution 

 

549  0 

Air Filtration:   0 

 Air Scrubbers 

 

1708 148 0 

 Plug in devices 

 

649 106 0 

 

 Weatherization 

 

993 
 

152 

0 

Total number of 

households (Public) 

Affected: 

6638   

  

32. Responder Status Summary: 

  Number of Responders Indicated Below: 

  Previous 
Report 

Total 

# this 
Reporting 

Period 

Total 
# to-

date 

Fatalities 0  0 

With Injuries/Illness 0  1 

Trapped/In Need of 

Rescue 
0  0 

Missing 0  0 

Evacuated 0  0 

Sheltering in Place 0  0 

In Temporary 

Shelters 
0  0 

Have Received Mass 

Immunizations 
0  0 

Require 

Immunizations 
0  0 

In Quarantine 0  0 

Total # Responders 

Affected: 

0  1 

   

 
33. Life, Safety, and Health Status/Threat Remarks: 

 No evacuations are in place.  Trigger points are defined and to be 

evaluated during the operational period. 
 

35. Weather Concerns (synopsis of current and predicted weather; discuss 

related factors that may cause concern): 

 

 Wind patterns at the well site and adjoining areas affect 

safe operations.   

 Strong winds at site today.  
 Clear and sunny. 

 Winds expected to be 10-15 mph on Wednesday. 

 47 degrees low and 63 degrees high on Wednesday. 
 

  

34. Life, Safety, and Health Threat 

Management: 

  Active? 

No Likely Threat Yes 

Mass Notifications in Progress  No 

Mass Notifications Completed Yes  

No Evacuation(s) Imminent No 

Planning for Evacuation No  

Planning for Shelter-in-Place  No 

Evacuation(s) in Progress  No 

Shelter-in-Place in Progress  No  

Area Restriction in Effect Yes 
   

 36. Projected Incident Activity, Potential, Movement, Escalation, or Spread and influencing factors during the next 

operational period and in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes: 

12 hours: 
 

It is anticipated that gas leaking from well SS-25 will continue to vent until mitigation efforts are 

successful. 

24 hours: 
 

Same as 12-hour 
 

48 hours: 
 

Same as 12-hour 

 

Anticipated after 72 hours: 

 

Same as 12-hour 

 
 



37. Strategic Objectives (define planned end-state for incident): 

 Control the venting gas by plugging the well or by drilling a relief well to intercept well SS-25.   
 

38. Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and 

beyond.  Summarize primary incident threats to life, property, communities and community stability, residences, 

health care facilities, other critical infrastructure and key resources, commercial facilities, natural and 

environmental resources, cultural resources, and continuity of operations and/or business.  Identify corresponding 

incident-related potential economic or cascading impacts: 

12 hours: 

 

The threat to the public is low as the well is located in an isolated, mountain area more than a mile 

away from and more than 1,200 feet higher than the closest home or public area. Scientists agree 

natural gas is not toxic and that its odorant is harmless at the minute levels at which it is added to 

natural gas. In outdoor locations such as this, natural gas quickly dissipates into the air, greatly reducing 

the possibility for ignition and further diluting the gas as it reaches the public. 

24 hours: Same as 12-hour 
48 hours: Same as 12-hour 
72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
Anticipated after 72 hours: Same as 12-hour 
 

39. Critical Resource Needs in 12-, 24-, 48-, and 72-hour timeframes and beyond to meet critical incident 

objectives.  List resource category, kind, and/or type, and amount needed, in priority order: 

12 hours: None 
24 hours: None 
48 hours: None 
72 hours: None 

Anticipated after 72 hours: 
None 

 

 
 

40. Strategic Discussion:  Explain the relation of overall strategy, constraints, and current available information to: 

  1) critical resource needs identified above,  

  2) the Incident Action Plan and management objectives and targets. 

• Multiple applications of leak mitigation fluid have been unsuccessful. 

• SCG is currently exploring all means to stop leak and abandon well. 

• The weather conditions have at times stopped operations. 
 

 

41. Planned Actions for Next Operational Period: 

 

 Continue mitigation efforts to stop the flow of gas from the well. 

 Drilling of relief well at site P-39. 

 Preparing equipment and base of 2
nd

 relief well at PS-20 

 Update stakeholders, perform community outreach activities, address media inquiries, and continue 

to update the website and the virtual Joint Information Center (JIC). 

 
 

42. Projected Final Incident Size/Area:  Only well SS-25 is involved 
 

43. Anticipated Incident Containment or Completion Date:  2/24/2016 to 3/30/2016 
 

44. Projected Significant Resource Demobilization Start Date: 
 

45. Estimated Incident Costs to Date:  Internal data to SoCal Gas 

  
 

46. Projected Final Incident Cost Estimate:   

 
 

47. Remarks (or continuation of any blocks above – list block number in notation): 

 SoCal Gas is providing incident updates at: 

 https://wwwalisoupdates.com 

 

   



49: Resources 

48. Agency or 

      Business 

  CR1 CR2 CR2IA CRC HEL2 ENG3 ENG6 DOZR WTDT WTDS 50. 

Ovhd 

51. 

Tot 

Pers 

SoCalGas Pers           34 34 

Halliburton Services 

Boots & Coots 

Pers           13 13 

AECOM Pers           9 9 

Onyx Pers           8 8 

Fluor Pers           5 5 

BCI Pers           10 10 

Hurst Welding Pers           2 2 

Doby Hagar Trucking Pers           8 8 

KVAC Pers           18 18 

G. Volkmar Pers           1 1 

Ensign Pers           12 12 

Capstone Pers           10 10 

Pacific Petroleum  Pers           10 10 

T&T Crane Services Pres           3 3 

Steve Cardiff Pres           1 1 

52. Total Resources            144 144 
 

53. Additional Cooperating and Assisting Organizations Not Listed Above: 

 

 LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division, LA County Public Health, AQMD, 

DOGGR, LAFD, LACoFD, LA County OEM, CAL OES, PUC, EPA, CAL OSHA, 

OEHHA, LA County BOS 5
th

 District, LA City Attorney’s office, Senator Fran Pavley’s 

Office, LA Mayor’s Office, and LA City Council Member Mitchell Englander’s Office. 

 
 

 

JAN 12, 2016  1800 PM 
 

 



-more- 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
 
 

California Air Resources Board Latest Leak Estimates Indicate  
60-Percent Reduction of Porter Ranch Methane Leak 

 
LOS ANGELES, CA, Jan. 12, 2016 – The most recent Aliso Canyon preliminary methane 
emissions estimates by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) were posted yesterday, 
showing updated rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well that indicate 
emissions have decreased from CARB’s initial preliminary estimates, SoCalGas announced 
today.  This new posting represents an estimated 60-percent reduction in CARB emissions 
estimates since the Nov. 28 data, according to the latest CARB monitoring data, and an 
approximate 20-percent reduction in emissions estimates since the most recent Dec. 23 
preliminary estimate by CARB.   
 
CARB releases rough estimates of the volume of gas leaking from the well based on data 
collected during periodic flights using sensitive monitoring equipment.  The flyover data provides 
an estimated emission rate at the time the flights are conducted, and are used to develop a 
rough estimate of the total methane leaked to date.  As CARB also acknowledges, a more 
refined estimate of the actual emissions will be conducted once the leak is stopped and 
additional data is collected and reviewed.  
 
Preliminary methane emissions based on CARB data collected on Jan. 8 and posted yesterday 
show emissions have declined to 23,400 kilograms per hour from a high estimate of 58,000 
kilograms on Nov. 28, according to information posted on the CARB web site. 
 
CARB also calculated the total estimated volume of greenhouse gas (GHG) released from the 
well since the leak was detected at 1.9 million metric tons in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
According to CARB’s report on annual GHG emissions in California, the estimated total from the 
Aliso leak is less than one-half of 1 percent (0.4 percent) of California’s total annual GHG 
emissions in carbon-dioxide equivalent. 
 
SoCalGas is reiterating its intent to mitigate the environmental impact of the actual amount of 
natural gas released from the leak. 
 
Actions SoCalGas has taken to reduce emissions: 
 

 For several weeks, in consultation with the CPUC, SoCalGas has been withdrawing 
natural gas from the storage field at almost double the typical rate for this time of the 
year by prioritizing the use of natural gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer 
demand. 

http://www.socalgas.com/


 

 

 As a result of SoCalGas’ withdrawals, the storage field’s operating capacity has gone 
from being approximately 90-percent full before the leak, to being at most 37-percent 
full, as of Jan. 10, with the additional amount that has leaked unknown at this time. 
 

 SoCalGas has developed a gas capture system that is designed to capture emissions 
from the well before they are emitted into the environment.  Once permitted, SoCalGas 
intends to operate this capture system, provided site-specific safety conditions allow.  
This capture system is designed to further reduce a portion of emissions from entering 
the atmosphere through diversion and treatment. 
 

SoCalGas is focused on stopping the leak and reducing air quality impacts as safely and quickly 
as reasonably possible. 
 
 
About Southern California Gas Co. 
Southern California Gas Co. has been delivering clean, safe and reliable natural gas to its 
customers for more than 140 years. It is the nation’s largest natural gas distribution utility, 
providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 
500 communities. The company’s service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square 
miles throughout central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of sempra.com (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy 
services holding company based in San Diego.  
 

### 
 
Contact: | SoCalGas  
Media Hotline: 877.643.2331 or 858-740-8121| socalgas.com/news-room | @SoCalGasNews  

 

 
This press release contains statements that are not historical fact and constitute forward-looking statements within 
the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  These statements can be identified by words 
like "believes," "expects," "anticipates," "plans," "estimates,"  "projects," "forecasts," "contemplates," "intends," 
"depends," "should," "could," "would," "will," "confident," "may," "potential," "possible,"  "proposed,"  "target," 
"pursue," "goals," "outlook," "maintain" or similar expressions, or discussions of guidance, strategies, plans, goals, 
opportunities, projections, initiatives, objectives or intentions.  Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of 
performance.  They involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions.  Future results may differ materially from those 
expressed in the forward-looking statements.  Forward-looking statements are necessarily based upon various 
assumptions involving judgments with respect to the future and other risks, including, among others: local, 
regional, national and international economic, competitive, political, legislative and regulatory conditions and 
developments; actions and the timing of actions, including issuances of permits to construct and licenses for 
operation, by the California Public Utilities Commission, California State Legislature, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, California Energy Commission, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
California Air Resources Board, and other regulatory, governmental and environmental bodies in the United States; 
the timing and success of business development efforts and construction, maintenance and capital projects, 
including risks in obtaining, maintaining or extending permits, licenses, certificates and other authorizations on a 
timely basis and risks in obtaining adequate and competitive financing for such projects; energy markets, including 
the timing and extent of changes and volatility in commodity prices, and the impact of any protracted reduction in 
oil and natural gas prices from historical averages; the impact on the value of our natural gas storage assets from 
low natural gas prices, low volatility of natural gas prices and the inability to procure favorable long-term contracts 
for natural gas storage services; delays in the timing of costs incurred and the timing of the regulatory agency 

socalgas.com
sempra.com
http://www.socalgas.com/news-room
https://twitter.com/SoCalGasNews


 

authorization to recover such costs in rates from customers; deviations from regulatory precedent or practice that 
result in a reallocation of benefits or burdens among shareholders and ratepayers; capital markets conditions, 
including the availability of credit and the liquidity of our investments; inflation and  interest rates; the availability 
of electric power and natural gas, and natural gas pipeline and storage capacity, including disruptions caused by 
failures in the North American transmission grid, pipeline explosions and equipment failures; cybersecurity threats 
to the energy grid, natural gas storage and pipeline infrastructure, the information and systems used to operate 
our businesses and the confidentiality of our proprietary information and the personal information of our 
customers, terrorist attacks that threaten system operations and critical infrastructure, and wars; weather 
conditions, conservation efforts, natural disasters, catastrophic accidents, and other events that may disrupt our 
operations, damage our facilities and systems, and subject us to third-party liability for property damage or 
personal injuries some of which may or may not be covered by insurance; risks that our partners or counterparties 
will be unable or unwilling to fulfill their contractual commitments;business, regulatory, environmental and legal 
decisions and requirements; the inability or determination not to enter into long-term supply and sales agreements 
or long-term firm capacity agreements due to insufficient market interest, unattractive pricing or other factors; the 
resolution of litigation; and other uncertainties, all of which are difficult to predict and many of which are beyond 
our control.  These risks and uncertainties are further discussed in the reports that the company has filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. These reports are available through the EDGAR system free-of-charge on the 
SEC's website, www.sec.gov.  Investors should not rely unduly on any forward-looking statements.  These forward-
looking statements speak only as of the date hereof, and the company undertakes no obligation to update or revise 
these forecasts or projections or other forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future 
events or otherwise. 

 

 

http://www.sec.gov/


Aliso Canyon Agency Representatives 

LA County Fire Health Hazardous Materials Division – Division Chief Bill Jones, 
bill.jones@fire.lacounty.gov 

LA County Public Health - Mike Rogers Chief of Operations Emergency Operations -
Mirogers@ph.lacounty.gov 

South Coast AQMD – Mohsen Nazemi, Deputy Executive Officer, Engineering and Compliance  

mnazemi1@aqmd.gov 

DOGGR – Scott Walker scott.walker@conservation.ca.gov  

LACoFD – Gregory Hisel, gregory.hisel@fire.lacounty.gov 

LAFD – Gregory S. Reynar, Assistant Chief LAFD - Operations Valley Bureau - gregory.reynar@lacity.org 

LAPD – Robert Marino – Robert.marino@lapd.lacity.org 

LA County OEM – Jeffery Reeb – jreeb@ceooem.lacounty.gov 

LAUSD – Jill Barnes – jill.barnes@lausd.net 

CAL OES – Dave Stone, david.stone@caloes.ca.gov 

CPUC -  Randy Holter – randy.holter@cpuc.ca.gov 

EPA – Bret Moxley, moxley.bret@epa.gov   

CAL OSHA – Robert Salgado – rsalgado@dir.ca.gov 

LA County Board of Supervisors 5th District – Jarrod DeGonia – jdegonia@lacbos.org 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Tong, Stanley
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 1:47 PM
To: Chew, Andrew; Basinger, David; Law, Nicole
Cc: Shears, James; Zabel, Allan
Subject: FW: News from OEHHA - Aliso Canyon / Porter Ranch leak

Fyi – in case you didn’t get this.  
 
I’m on OEHHA’s listserver for other reasons 
 
Stan 
 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:03 AM 
To: Tong, Stanley <Tong.Stanley@epa.gov> 
Subject: News from OEHHA 

 
OEHHA is providing assistance to the SCAQMD and the LAPH in evaluating potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 
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The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately six weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.    
The results of that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels  
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page  

 
  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

  

 

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to tong.stanley@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 

 

 

 

 
Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Tong, Stanley
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 8:22 AM
To: Basinger, David; Chew, Andrew
Cc: Zabel, Allan; Shears, James
Subject: FW: 12/30/15 News from OEHHA - porter ranch

Fyi –  I’m out until Wed. 
 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 6:13 PM 
To: Tong, Stanley <Tong.Stanley@epa.gov> 
Subject: News from OEHHA 

 
Update of the potential health impacts from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch area. 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 

The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
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The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 

However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 

OEHHA has also evaluated approximately seven weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.  The results of 
that evaluation are posted here.  

 Benzene air sampling evaluation  
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 12/29/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 12/29/2015) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Quast, Sylvia
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:36 PM
To: Zabel, Allan
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement
Attachments: Petition for OA.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
 

From: Johnson, Kathleen  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:37 AM 
To: Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Quast, Sylvia; Zabel, Allan; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy 
Subject: FW: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 

 
Please pass along to anyone else involved in Aliso.  South Coast issued an order of abatement for the release late 
yesterday..  I’ll be talking with Mohsen later today about potential follow‐on penalty actions, but it looks like South 
Coast is taking on the immediate problems at the facility. 
 
Kathleen H. Johnson 
Director, Enforcement Division 
U.S. EPA ‐ Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street ENF‐1 
San Francisco, CA 94015 
415/972‐3873 
johnson.kathleen@epa.gov 
 

From: Mohsen Nazemi [mailto:MNazemi1@aqmd.gov]  
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:28 AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: SoCal Gas Petition for Order of Abatement 

 
FYI.  
 
Mohsen Nazemi 
 



1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

2 NICHOLAS A. SANCHEZ, SBN 207998 
SENIOR DEPUTY DISTRICT COUNSEL 

3 Email: nsanchez@aqmd.gov 
21865 Copley Drive 

4 Diamond Bar, California 91765-0940 
TEL: 909.396.3400 • FAX: 909.396.2961 

5 
Attorneys for Petitioner 

6 South Coast Air Quality Management District 

SO UT! ' COAS T .1\ 0HO 
c L E R •·. Y - ·; .:: R o /, r-, L ~, 

·15 DEC 10 P4 :26 

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE 

7 

8 

9 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

10 

11 In the Matter of CASE NO. \':lJ -~ tfl.J, 

12 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, PETITION FOR A CONTESTED ORDER 

13 FOR ABATEMENT 

14 

15 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 

Health and Safety Code § 41700 and 
District Rule 402 

16 ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY, 

17 

18 

19 

[Facility ID No. 800128] 

Respondent. 

Hearing Date: January 9, 2016 
Time: To Be Determined 
Place: To Be Determined 

20 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as 

21 "District" or "Petitioner") petitions the District Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement directed to 

22 Respondent SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as "Respondent" or 

23 "SoCal Gas"). The District alleges as follows: 

24 1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to Health and 

25 Safety Code §40000, et seq., and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the 

26 responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

27 2. SoCal Gas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural 

28 gas in the Southern California area. SoCal Gas' Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at 12801 Tampa 

Southern California Gas Company, Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Facility ID #800128) 
Petition for An Order for Abatement 



1 Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the "Facility"). It is used to store natural gas in underground 

2 reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentiful. When demand is high and 

3 supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the FacilitY and distributed to customers. 

4 3. California Health and Safety Code ("H&S Code") Section 41700 and District Rule 

5 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other 

6 material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or 

7 to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, or 

8 which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property. 

9 4. SoCal Gas ' Facility is located within the District's jurisdiction and subject to the District's 

10 regulations. In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the 

11 "Well"). The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage wells at the 

12 3,600-acre Facility. The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

13 5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 

14 has received over 1,400 odor complaints alleging the SoCal Gas ' Facility as the source. 

15 6. The District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent on or about November 5, 

16 2015 requiring SoCal Gas to provide the following information: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 I I I 

a. On what date and how did SoCal Gas first become aware of the natural gas leak? 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site and when each step 

was taken, did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCal Gas to control/eliminate 

odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been to SoCal Gas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) 

for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources 

Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 

or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the release of 

natural gas from the affected injection well site? 
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1 f. SoC a! Gas is hereby required to safely and as soon as possible stop the release of natural 

2 gas resulting from the affected well site and all of its associate appurtenances, so as to 

3 prevent odors from natural gas and mercaptans being released impacting the nearby 

4 communities. A true and correct copy ofNotice to Comply E-26893 is attached hereto 

5 as Exhibit A. 

6 7. The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violation ofH&S Code 

7 Section 41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. The District issued Notice ofViolation P62646 

8 to Respondent on or about November 23 , 2015 for violation ofH&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402. A true and correct copy ofNotice of Violation P62646 is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

10 8. The District asserts Notice of Violation P62646 includes violations of SoCal Gas ' creation 

11 of a public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, 

12 and continuing through the present, until SoCal Gas achieves compliance by operating their Facility without 

13 creating a public nuisance. 

14 9. The District alleges that Respondent is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without 

15 being in violation of H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 402. SoCal Gas has been unable to stop 

16 discharging air pollutant releases impacting the nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will take 

17 at least three months to mitigate the situation. 

18 10. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the 

19 nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations. The Order is intended to help reduce 

20 air emissions impacts to the nearby communities and implement adequate steps to remedy the situation. 

21 11. Respondent notified the District on December 3, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2, of 

22 their commencement of drilling a relief well at the Facility on December 4, 2015 . Respondent has informed 

23 the District they intend to drill a second relief well, but is yet to provide the date of drilling. 

24 12. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions 

25 on Respondent's operation of its Facility. The District believes that such conditions will bring Respondent's 

26 operation in compliance with the District ' s rules. 

27 13 . 

28 I I I 

It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations. 
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1 14. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute 

2 a taking of property without due process of law. 

t 

3 15. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance. 

4 16. It is the District's intention to file Proposed Findings and Decision a few days in advance 

5 of the hearing. 

6 WHEREFORE, the District prays for an Order for Abatement as follows: 

7 1. That this Hearing Board issue an Order for Abatement requiring Respondent to cease and 

8 desist from operating its Facility in a manner which violates H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

9 402, or, in the alternative, to comply with increments of progress and conditions as the Hearing Board deems 

1 0 appropriate. 

11 2. For such other and further relief that this Hearing Board deems just and proper. 

12 Dated: December 10, 2015 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel 

By: /;;th/t:/? -~~ , :7~~---
Nicholas A. Sanchez Z--~ 
Attorney for Petitioner 
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EXHIBIT A 



- ·south Coast Air Quality Management District 
~ 21865 COPLEY OR., P.O. Box 4941, DJAr-10NO BAR, CA 91765-0941 
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Failure to respond or take corrective action, or providing false statements in response to this Notice to Comply can lead to issuance of a Notice of Violation 
pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code. The facility cited above is subject to re-inspection at any time to ensure compliance. 
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Instructions: 

• For each minor viola t ion citP.d above, compliance shall be ach ieved by the compl iance deadline specitied for t hat particular vtolation. 

• Within 5 working days ot ach ieving compliance for each respective vlolatton, t he OWt)eri responstble oiflcer or the c>ted racilny must cornpiete and rewm i! signed 
copy ot th1s Notice t o Compl to tne South Coast Atr Qual•ty Management District at the adare5s l1StN above. 
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South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 COPLEY DRIVE, DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765-4178 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIO .. N __ __ ... . -· ..... -
DATE OF V/Ot.ATION 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CITED FOR ONE OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF THE SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT (SCAQMD) RULES, STATE LAW OR FEDERAL LAW. IF PROVEN, SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY RESULT IN THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL OR 
CRIMINAL PENAL TlES, 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:47 AM
To: Johnson, Kathleen; Jones, Joel E.
Cc: Zabel, Allan; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt
Subject: Fwd: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:45:57 AM PST 
To: "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, 
Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, 
"Levine, Carolyn" <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>, "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, 
"LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Mims, Kathy" <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>, "Eades, Cassaundra" 
<Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov> 
Subject: Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein Letter to EPA, DOT, and DOJ 

Please see attached letter sent to EPA, DOT and DOJ on Aliso Canyon.  
  
Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 
  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" 
<Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and 
Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
 
 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 5:40 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Guria, Peter; Lawrence, Kathryn; Johnstone, Jeremy; Allen, HarryL
Cc: Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Zabel, Allan
Subject: Fwd: News from OEHHA

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Cal EPA / OEHHA <lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 1:04:28 PM PST 
To: manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov 
Subject: News from OEHHA 
Reply-To: lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov 

 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Cal EPA / 
OEHHA. Don't forget to add laurie.monserrat@oehha.ca.gov to your address book so we'll be sure to land in 
your inbox!  
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 23, 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at a well within the Aliso Canyon 
Underground Storage Field in Los Angeles County. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas), which owns and maintains the natural gas storage facility and is responsible 
for its wells, has been attempting since that time to stop the leak. The Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Porter Ranch is located downwind from the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
storage facility.  
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is providing assistance to 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (LAPH) in evaluating potential health impacts of emissions 
from the gas leak in the Porter Ranch neighborhood.  LAPH has received a substantial 
number of reports from Porter Ranch residents describing recurrent, short-term symptoms 
such as headaches, nausea, abdominal discomfort, dizziness, and respiratory irritation. 
The natural gas stored in the Aliso Canyon facility, like natural gas provided for domestic 
use, contains added chemicals to enable detection of leaks by smell.  The odorants in the 
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Aliso Canyon natural gas are primarily tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene, 
which are added to the natural gas in small amounts. 
The Porter Ranch neighborhood air sampling data released by SoCalGas has not generally 
indicated that detectable levels of tert-butyl mercaptan or tetrahydrothiophene are 
present in those samples. 
However, this does not mean that the symptoms reported by many Porter Ranch 
neighborhood residents are not real.  Tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have 
strong odors which can be perceived at concentrations below the levels that can be 
detected in air samples.  These odors can evoke responses such as nausea and, 
headaches, but the chemicals can cause these responses at levels much lower than those 
that would cause health effects such as irritation to the eyes or the respiratory system. 
The reported health effects from Porter Ranch residents are consistent with low-level, 
acute exposure to mercaptans. 
OEHHA has also evaluated approximately nine weeks of Porter Ranch neighborhood air 
sample data posted on the SoCalGas Web site for peak levels of benzene, a toxic chemical 
in natural gas that is also present in gasoline and motor vehicle emissions.   The results of 
that evaluation are posted here. 

 Benzene air sampling evaluation (updated 01/05/2015) 
 Graph showing peak benzene air levels (updated 01/05/2015) 
 SoCalGas air monitoring data Web page (updated 01/05/2015) 

 
  

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

  

 

Forward this email 

 
 

This email was sent to manzanilla.enrique@epa.gov by lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider. 

 

 
Cal EPA / OEHHA | 1001 I St. | Post Office Box 4010 | Sacramento | CA | 95814 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daguillard, Robert
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:37 AM
To: Zito, Kelly
Subject: RE: EPA query

Thanks, Kelly. Should I forward reporter queries to CARB and SCAQMD? Or keep sending them to you? Please advise.  
 
Robert Daguillard 
Office of Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC  
+1 (202) 564‐6618 (o) 
+1 (202) 360‐0476 (cel) 

 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:27 PM 
To: Daguillard, Robert <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA query 
 
FYI 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:27 AM 
To: 'dkirbynyc@gmail.com' <dkirbynyc@gmail.com> 
Subject: EPA query 
 
Hi David – Thanks for reaching out to EPA for information on the Southern California Gas Co. leak in the Porter Ranch 
area. 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at the Aliso Canyon storage facility, the best 
contacts are at the state. For emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc., it’s the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in 
addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 
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SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
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Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Conger, Nick
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 3:04 PM
To: Emmerson, Caroline; Zito, Kelly
Cc: Levine, Carolyn
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak

Kelly has passed along these talking points on this issue. Not sure whether there is more in development. I imagine we 
can pull from whatever is being drafted to respond to the Cong. Sherman letter.  
 

 EPA staff are participating in daily operations calls with Southern California Gas Company and our state, federal, 
and local partners responding to this incident.  Currently one relief well is being drilled to intercept the damaged 
well, in addition to gas withdrawal to reduce overall reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and a review of 
engineering solutions to capture the gas escaping from the well.  A second relief well is planned in case the first 
well is not successful. 

 

 EPA has requested information from Southern California Gas Company under §114 of the Clean Air Act so that 
EPA can better understand the operations at the facility and what SoCal Gas is doing to respond to this incident. 

 
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
 

From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:49 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Thanks Kelly.  Please also copy Carolyn Levine.   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:47 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Yes, we are working on a statement that explains EPA authorities, our communications with the responding agencies 
and the EPA information request sent to the company. 
I can send it over as soon as we have it. 
 
Kelly 
 

From: Conger, Nick  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:45 PM 
To: Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
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Let me ask around here. Kelly, do you guys have anything developed on this issue? 
 
What specifically is Feinstein asking? 
 
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
 

From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:42 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Nick 
 
Are you or OPA developing a desk statement about the ongoing investigation related to the methane leak in Southern 
CA?   
Senator Feinstein’s office is asking. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Caroline  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: COHEN, Deborra
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:38 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn; Allen, HarryL; Meer, Daniel
Cc: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Maier, Brent; Swanson, Karen; Holoubek, Helga; 

SHOJI, KERRY
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak:  Resources from the National Library of 

Medicine (NLM)

Importance: High

Re Aliso Canyon ‐ the National Library of Medicine has issued the info below. 
Might be of interest to you. 
Please let us know if the R9 Library staff can provide additional research for you. 
 
(Thank you Karen Swanson, our librarian colleague in R5 for providing!) 

 
Deborra 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen 
US EPA, Pacific Southwest (Region 9) 
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Toxicology and Environmental Health [mailto:USNLMTEH@public.govdelivery.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 10:48 AM 
To: Swanson, Karen <swanson.karen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas (Methane) Leak: Resources from the National Library of Medicine (NLM) 

 

Several federal agencies are responding to the natural gas leak at the Southern California Gas Company Aliso Canyon Facility that is 
affecting the Porter Ranch neighborhood in Los Angeles. The National Library of Medicine (NLM) Division of Specialized Information 
Services (SIS) provides information on public health aspects of chemical incidents for the benefit of health professionals and 
volunteers who may be responding to an incident and for people living in or concerned about an affected region. 
  

The primary releases from the well are natural gas (methane) and odorants (tertiary butyl mercaptan and 
tetrahydrothiophene). There is also an “oily mist” containing assorted chemicals: benzene, toluene, ethylene, xylene, and 
other organics consistent with oil residues from the former oil drilling facility site. Air sampling has also noted radon and 
hydrogen sulfide. The chemical information below is from National Library of Medicine TOXNET resources: Hazardous 
Substances Data Bank (HSDB); Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS); ChemIDPlus; and Tox Town. 
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Health Information on Chemical Components of Leak 
  

Main Gas Released: Methane (RN: 74‐82‐8) 
 Hazardous Substances Data Bank (HSDB): http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-

bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+167 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/74-82-8 

Odorant: Tertiary Butyl Mercaptan (RN: 75‐66‐1) 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+1611 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/75-66-1 

Odorant: Tetrahydrothiophene (RN: 110‐01‐0) 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+6122 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/110‐01‐0  

Chemicals in “Oily Mist” 
  

Benzene (RN: 71‐43‐2): 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-
bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+35 

 Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS): http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-
bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0276 

 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/71‐43‐2 
Toluene (RN:108‐88‐3):                                                                                           

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+131 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi‐bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0118 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/108‐88‐3 

Ethylene (RN:74‐85‐1): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+168 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/74-85-1 

Xylene (RN:1330‐20‐7): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+4500 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0270 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/1330-20-7 

Additional chemicals found in samples: 
  

Radon (RN: 10043‐92‐2): 
 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+6369 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/10043-92-2 

Hydrogen sulfide (RN:7783-06-4): 

 HSDB: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+hsdb:@term+@DOCNO+576 
 IRIS: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/search2/r?dbs+iris:@term+@DOCNO+IRIS0061 
 ChemIDPlus: http://chem.sis.nlm.nih.gov/chemidplus/rn/7783-06-4 

Health Resources for the Public from the National Library of Medicine 
  

Tox Town 
 Methane: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=92 

 Oil and Gas Fields: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/locations.php?id=150 
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 Natural Gas: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=18 

 Benzene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=5 

 Toluene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=30 

 Radon: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/text_version/chemicals.php?id=27 

Tox Town en español 
 Metano: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=93 

 Yacimientos de petróleo y gas: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/locations.php?id=161 

 Gas natural: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=49 

 Benceno: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=37 

 Toluene: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=62 

 Radón: http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/espanol/chemicals.php?id=61 

MedlinePlus 
 Chemical Emergencies: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/chemicalemergencies.html 

 Coping with Disasters: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/copingwithdisasters.html 

MedlinePlus en español 
 Emergencias químicas https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/spanish/chemicalemergencies.html 

 Enfrentarse con desastres: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/spanish/copingwithdisasters.html 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: COHEN, Deborra
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 1:06 PM
To: Glenn, William; SHOJI, KERRY
Cc: Holoubek, Helga; Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Barkett, Bonnie
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Gas Leak - Public calls about EPA's lack of involvement.

Thanks, Bill.  Will be very helpful. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Deborra Cohen 
US EPA, Pacific Southwest (Region 9) 
Director, Environmental Information Center / Library 
 
Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov / 415‐972‐3655  
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library / 75 Hawthorne St. / San Francisco, CA  94105  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 

From: Glenn, William  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 12:53 PM 
To: SHOJI, KERRY <SHOJI.KERRY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Holoubek, Helga <Holoubek.Helga@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Barkett, Bonnie <Barkett.Bonnie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Porter Ranch Gas Leak ‐ Public calls about EPA's lack of involvement. 
 
Hi Kerry, 
 
Thanks for letting us know about the nature of the calls coming in.  While state and local agencies are indeed in the lead 
on this, we figured we’d start getting attention once we became involved. 
 
Bill and Kelly have been working on putting together a statement on our involvement, which I’ve included below.  Please 
feel free to use it as a response to inquiries.  At this point, online information about the leak response (by an array of 
state agencies) has been consolidated at the CA OES website linked below. 
 
Bonnie will be working to add the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak link (going to the CA OES site) to the lists of hot topics 
on our ‘About Region 9,’ ‘EPA in California’ and ‘EPA Region 9 News and Events’ pages.  We’ll also likely be posting a 
couple of documents – our Dec. 18 information request to SoCal Gas and our Dec. 24 response to an inquiry from Rep. 
Brad Sherman – all of which should help folks who are searching for information on the leak response.  Those docs are 
attached here in case you want to send them out before we have them posted online (which should be later today or 
tomorrow). 
 
Keep us posted on how things go in case there are additional things we can do to provide folks with information.  And 
feel free to give me a call if you’d like to discuss! 
 
Bill 
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U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).  
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_______ 
 
Bill Glenn 
Chief, Web + Internal Communications 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA, Pacific Southwest 
glenn.william@epa.gov / (415) 947‐4254 
 

From: SHOJI, KERRY  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 10:39 AM 
To: Glenn, William <Glenn.William@epa.gov> 
Cc: COHEN, Deborra <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>; Holoubek, Helga <Holoubek.Helga@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Porter Ranch Gas Leak ‐ Public calls about EPA's lack of involvement. 
Importance: High 
 
Hi Bill, 
     We have been receiving more and more calls from the public recently demanding to know what the EPA is doing to 
help stop the gas leak at Porter Ranch.  Initially callers were pacified with refers to the SoCalGas website for 
updates.  The calls have evolved to the point that we are getting people are angry and threating to call their 
legislators.  Some accuse the EPA of not doing anything for three months until their recent involvement in 
December.  All are concerned about their families health.  Some are concerned their property values.  Some are 
concerned about the environment and the air quality degradation.  There is nothing on our website indicating any 
involvement. 
      I have tried to explain to callers that the leak was handled at the local level (regional/state) until recently, but they 
generally do not want to hear this or what services SoCalGas is providing to local residents– they only want to hear that 
there is progress being made and what we (the EPA) is doing about it.   
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     On Monday a caller wanted to know if a group of residents could hire a private air quality testing company, because 
they didn’t trust the air quality samples taken by SoCalGas.  (I referred them to SCAQMD and CARB for their test sample 
results).  The caller told me that they had to be careful because she didn’t know if SCAQMD was in “cahoots” with 
SoCalGas. 
     A caller today, Richard M. Mitchell, 203‐270‐5523, a CT resident, is a grandfather of 2, his son and daughter‐in‐law 
live at Porter Ranch.  He is concerned for their health and wanted to know why the EPA didn’t get involved sooner.  He 
pointed out we didn’t have anything about Porter Ranch gas leak on our website.  He told me he has contacted his 
senator and urged his son to do so as well.   
     Is there anyone here that we can refer callers to about EPA involvement with Porter Ranch?  Is there anything we can 
post on our website about our involvement? 
 
‐‐Kerry  
 
Kerry L. Shoji, MLIS 
Librarian (contractor, ASRC Primus) 
U.S. EPA Region 9 Library /75 Hawthorne Street/ San Francisco, CA 94105‐3920 
 
shoji.kerry@epa.gov  
415‐972‐3695 phone 
415‐947‐3553 fax 
http://www.epa.gov/region9/library  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail; Miller, Amy; Herrera, Angeles; Keener, Bill; Maier, Brent; Shaffer, 

Caleb; Tenley, Clancy; Steiner, Cyntia; Barton, Dana; Meer, Daniel; Yogi, David; Higuchi, 
Dean; Reyes, Deldi; Manzanilla, Enrique; Weber, Fe; Kwok, Frances; Ball, Harold; Allen, 
HarryL; Deyoe, Jeremy; Chesnutt, John; Lyons, John; Anderson, Julie; Moore, Kathi; 
Johnson, Kathleen; Lawrence, Kathryn; Zito, Kelly; Vianu, Libby; DIGNAN, LILIA; 
Henning, Loren; PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Lindsay, Nancy; Riveland, 
Nancy; Guria, Peter; Hiett, Richard; Knowles, Robert; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Stollman, 
Scott; Duncan, Will; Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA; Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants:  Forty-nine applications were received 
nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity and 8 of those applications were received from communities 
and nonprofits in Region 9, which is the highest number of proposals received by any Region.  The proposals 
will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months and the national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-1821) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  Last week Philips submitted a workplan for EPA review and approval, 
proposing a groundwater in-situ bioremediation (ISB) treatability study (enhanced reductive dechlorination) in 
the Philips Operable Unit.  The purpose of the study will be to evaluate the efficacy of ISB to reduce the high 
concentrations of TCE in the former Philips source areas (with greater than 10,000 ug/L TCE).  It is these 
source areas that are driving the vapor intrusion risk for the nearby residential 
neighborhood.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050) 
 
Triple Site Offsite Operable Unit:  EPA has begun mailing out VI mitigation plans to property owners for 
their review and approval.  This week we will begin meeting with owners to discuss the proposed mitigation 
approaches and obtain their approval to proceed.  We are also preparing an updated fact sheet for the 
community, which describes the expansion of the testing area and EPA’s plans for a “step-out” sampling event 
in the spring.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance.  On January 18, 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On January 20, we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 
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respect to the incident.  SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam.  Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 
are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for January 25.  (Contact:  Dane Shane, x2-3037)
 
Northeast Church Rock and Quivira Mine Sites:  Priscilla Tom and Mark Ripperda will join staff from 
Region 6 to host a groundwater forum for the community in Gallup on Saturday.  The discussions will focus on 
impacts to both shallow and deep groundwater from the mine sites and mill site.  (Contact: Mark Ripperada, x2-
3028) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 21, Lily Lee was requested to present at the 
Bayview Hunters Point EJ Taskforce meeting.  The task force has requested a general overview of cleanup, 
plans to leave some contamination in place, measures to ensure dust suppression and other pollution associated 
with remediation, and construction work for the large scale development project are adequate to protect public 
health and the environment.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area (South Gate, CA):  The second round of Vapor Intrusion sampling starts 
January 20.  Approximately eight structures will be targeted for indoor air sampling.  (Contact:  Heather Parker, 
x2-3112 or Romie Duarte, x4-1801) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar:  Brownfields staff will participate in a webinar on January 20 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on Brownfields 
resources and technical assistance.  The webinar is focused on sharing federal and state resources that could 
assist organizations looking for funding to create new health access points in under-served communities.  The 
Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert under-utilized properties, containing known 
or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged communities, such as health 
clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-
1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU:  On January 14, Judge Manuel L. Real entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA 
Consent Decree.  This CD provides for performance of the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as 
settlement of all OU1 costs and outstanding site-wide costs (incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL 
listing phases).  Shell will be submitting payment for past costs within 60 days, amounting to $1.2 million, to be 
deposited into the Del Amo Special Account.  (Contact:  Dante.Rodriguez, x2-3166 or Sarah Mueller, x2-3953)
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  Project team staff participated in a call arranged by OCR on January 19 
with the DC and District staff of Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) to brief them on the proposed listing of the 
Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL.  Also presented was the work EPA is doing to address concerns at the 
Eureka Smelter Site.  In addition, the final response to an incoming letter from Nevada Senator Reid expressing 
his support of EPA’s proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine to the NPL was signed by the Regional 
Administrator on January 14.  [Contacts:  Dave Seter, x2-3250; Dante Rodriguez, x2-3166; and Eugenia Chow, 
x2-3160) 
 
Alameda Naval Air Station:  The Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD) for Operable Unit 1, Site 16 
groundwater was signed this week.  The ESD revises the conceptual site model to remove ingestion of the site 
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groundwater as an exposure pathway, per recent Water Board action; and confirms the protectiveness of the 
vapor intrusion pathway for the intended commercial/industrial reuse.  Residential development would be 
allowed with agency-approved vapor control systems.  (Contact:  Chris Lichens, x2-3149) 
 
Palos Verdes Shelf Superfund Site:  On January 21, in support of the Site Institutional Control Program, RPM 
Ramsey is traveling to Los Angeles to participate in an Angler Educational Outreach Workshop.  This 
Workshop was recommended by EPA in order to review and reassess angler outreach techniques, messages, 
and data collection efforts with key Fish Contamination Education Collaborative (FCEC) Angler Outreach 
partners including Heal the Bay and Cabrillo Marine Aquarium.  (Contact:  Phillip Ramsey, x2-3006) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On January 21, Johnstone represented the Region at a planning 
meeting, with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for 
the 2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning 
Center.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 28, at 12:00 p.m., Greenaction and other 
nonprofit organizations plan to protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office, a half a block from 
EPA’s Office.  They are protesting against Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval 
Shipyard Superfund site.  They are concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and 
gentrification.  In addition, the groups plan to protest at EPA at 12:45 pm.  All employees will receive a 
message with more details before the event.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
ADEQ MSCA:  EPA management and staff will meet with ADEQ to discuss Site status and MSCA issues. 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27):  EPA will making an Executive 
Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 attendees 
representing industry, first responders and government agencies.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency Preparedness 
conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we are bringing together 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal agencies (Pipeline Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of Homeland Security) and state agencies 
(California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California Environmental Protection Agency) for 
discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety 
and Security.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
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Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the EPA/ADEQ Annual MSCA Meeting in 
Phoenix, AZ, on January 28-29.  Nancy Lindsay is acting. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:14 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail; Miller, Amy; Herrera, Angeles; Keener, Bill; Maier, Brent; Tenley, 

Clancy; Steiner, Cyntia; Meer, Daniel; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; Manzanilla, Enrique; 
Weber, Fe; Deyoe, Jeremy; Lyons, John; Anderson, Julie; Johnson, Kathleen; Zito, Kelly; 
Vianu, Libby; DIGNAN, LILIA; PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Lindsay, Nancy; 
Knowles, Robert; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Stollman, Scott; Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA; Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/08/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Rockets, Fireworks, and Flares (RFF):  One of the graduates of EPA's RFF Job Training Initiative is 
expected to be employed by RC Foster and Sons, the prime construction contractor for the RFF OU01 remedial 
action.  The graduate is being enrolled in the Associated General Contractors (AGC) apprenticeship program, 
which should  make him eligible to work with other contractors that make use of the AGC program and to work 
his way up to journeyman wages and status over time.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Autumnwood Development (Wildomar, CA):  EPA completed an evaluation of environmental issues and 
prior investigation work by the State at the Autumnwood development in Wildomar, CA and sent a letter 
describing our findings and conclusions to Director Barbara Lee of DTSC.  We plan to meet with Penny 
Newman of the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice and some of the Autumnwood 
residents in coming weeks to discuss our findings.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site.  Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site.  (Contact:  Chris Weden, x2-3041) 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump 
pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On January 5, we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also, on January 5, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
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February bottom-kill operation.  This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response.  On January 
7, EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for January 
11.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Abandoned Uranium Mines, Cameron, AZ:  We met with representatives of El Paso Natural Gas and the 
Navajo Nation EPA regarding El Paso's workplan to investigate 19 abandoned uranium mines in the Cameron, 
Arizona area (near Flagstaff) on the Navajo Reservation.  We are planning to oversee fieldwork at these mines 
in the summer, 2016.  (Contact:  Zizi Searles, x2-3178) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  EPA issued a conditional approval for the RPs' proposed residential mitigation 
plans for three buildings in the Offsite Operable Unit (Duane/San Miguel Avenue neighborhood).  The plans 
propose the installation of active crawlspace venting systems in the affected buildings.  The project team is 
preparing cover letters & translations of the materials in Spanish and Chinese and will send shortly to the 
property owners.  The RPs will finalize and re-submit the plans to EPA for final review and approval following 
discussions with the property owners and tenants.  The project team is also preparing a series of letters to 
upstairs tenants in affected buildings, notifying the residents of the ground-floor sampling results and mitigation 
plans, and offering upstairs sampling after mitigation activities are complete.  These letters will be hand-
delivered via another door-to-door outreach event later this month or in early February.  (Contact:  Melanie 
Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord:  Last week EPA staff issued notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) that it has invoked Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
Federal Facility Agreement and in response to the Army’s December 2 submittal of a Draft Final - Military 
Munitions Response Program - Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI).  The basis for EPA’s IDR 
invocation is that the MMRP-RI does not adequately address a number of EPA general comments and concerns 
that were previously provided (on an April 2015 draft version) and, more concerning, the report has been 
modified through the deletion of critical information that was not requested by EPA or the State, or which are 
not consistent with the April 2015 Draft version of the MMRP-RI.  The two striking examples of the unsolicited 
modifications to the MMRP-RI include; (1) the deletion of critical information on a newly identified exposure 
pathway and threat to human health and the environment from the redistribution of munitions from the Port 
Chicago Water Explosion Area by mechanical dredging to multiple terrestrial and open water dredge disposal 
areas in the region, and (2) the deletion of critical technical information on the investigation and identification 
of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden boxcars from the Port Chicago Explosion (an aspect of the Port 
Chicago Explosion which has been a focus of EPA).  Prior to IDR discussion(s) with the Army anticipated in 
January, EPA staff and management will coordinate internally and with the State.  (Contact: Phillip Ramsey, 
x2-3006) 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity 
building.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture:  The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the 
settlement.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)  PENDING 
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Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On January 12 and 13, we will co-chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on January 14.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central 
Coast.  (Contact:  Donn Zuroski, x2-3035) 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training:  The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street.  OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech.  (Contact:  Steve Calanog, x2-3075) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  R9 OCR reached out to Jason Reiderer, Legislative Director for 
Congressman Amodei in follow up to his request to set up a briefing for their office on Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding a proposed listing of the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine to the National Priorities List (NPL).  R9 OCR is exploring some days and times for 
next week as Congressman Amodei would like to join this briefing. R9 OCR has alerted RA Blumenfeld of the 
Congressman’s interest in participating in the call.  R9 OCR has also confirmed that Kyle Lykins, Senior 
Legislative Assistant and Sarah Waggoner, Community Affairs Liaison in the North Las Vegas District Office 
of Congressman Cresent Hardy will participate in a conference call on January 12 at 2:00pm to brief them on 
the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine.  The Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site is located within 
Congressman Crescent Hardy’s Congressional District.  (Contacts:  Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 
2-3166; and Eugenia Chow at 2-3160) 
 
Northeast Church Rock Mine, Navajo Nation:  We responded to an inquiry from Senator Heinrich, 
forwarding a list of questions from the Red Water Pond Road Community Association, a community living 
adjacent to the Northeast Church Rock on the Navajo Nation.  In addition, we continued field construction for 
four homes to provide alternative housing to sixteen members of the Red Water Pond Road Community during 
the anticipated multi-year cleanup activities at the NECR mine site.  (Contact:  Sara Jacobs, x2-3564) 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the Superfund Managers Retreat on January 11 



4

at the SF Warehouse. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 3:49 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail; Miller, Amy; Herrera, Angeles; Keener, Bill; Maier, Brent; Tenley, 

Clancy; Steiner, Cyntia; Meer, Daniel; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; Manzanilla, Enrique; 
Weber, Fe; Deyoe, Jeremy; Lyons, John; Anderson, Julie; Johnson, Kathleen; Zito, Kelly; 
Vianu, Libby; DIGNAN, LILIA; PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Lindsay, Nancy; 
Knowles, Robert; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Stollman, Scott; Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA; Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 12/18/2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
SolarOne, RichmondBUILD, Environmental Workforce Development & Job Training:  On December 16, 
EPA staff will speak at a media-only event marking the groundbreaking of the Marin Clean Energy SolarOne 
project in Richmond, Ca.  Marin Clean Energy, a public not for profit electricity provider for the City of 
Richmond, has secured a land option and lease agreement to lease a 60-acre brownfield site at Chevron’s 
Richmond Refinery for the purpose of developing a new photovoltaic solar facility of up to 12 
megawatts.  Once completed, the Solar One Project will be the single largest solar farm in the San Francisco 
Bay Area.  Stion has been selected as the developer and construction manager.  Both Marin Clean Energy and 
Stion have committed to a goal of 50% local hire and all new hires will come from the RichmondBUILD 
program that is supported by an EPA’s Environmental Workforce & Job Training grant.  All new hires are 
required to possess a Hazwoper certification.  RichmonBUILD’s recent class of graduates have received 
specific solar installation training for this facility.  (Contact: Nova Blazej, x2-3846) 
 



2

 
RichmondBuild students working on a practice solar rack. 
 
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine:  EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers conducted a site visit on December 15 
to plan for contingency sampling, analysis, and communication should the accumulated waters in mine pit 
threaten to overflow during the winter.  The impoundment is designed to overflow in a controlled manner in 
extremely wet years; this last occurred in the El Nino winter of 1998/1999.  The EPA and ACOE team met with 
critical stakeholders the Elem Indian Colony and the Clearlake Oaks County Water District to select potential 
pre-event and event sampling locations.  The ACOE will develop a sampling plan in the next few weeks, and 
we will circulate it to stakeholders to maintain awareness and communication.  There is approximately 8 feet of 
freeboard in the impoundment at this time, so there is not a near term risk of overflow.  The water level and 
precipitation will be monitored closely.  (Contact:  Gary Riley, x2-3003) 
 
Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine (Marsh Creek Road Abandoned Dump Site):  The PRP has submitted a 
stabilization design plan as a follow-up to a November 19 site visit attended by the RPM and PRP's counsel, 
PRP contractors, and California State Parks.  The mine is pending cleanup under an enforcement order by the 
RWQCB.  The current stabilization plan will provide winter protection of creek bank improvements conducted 
under a 2008 EPA removal order; these improvements are to armor and protect a berm that impounds draining 
from the mine site.  Implementation of the plan is expected to occur within the next few weeks.  (Contact:  Gary 
Riley, x2-3003) 
 
Hunters Point Shipyard:  On December 17, EPA is meeting with the City, its developer Lennar, the Navy, and 
the State to discuss the path forward for allowing Parcel G to be suitable for residential use, rather than the 
commercial/industrial level that the Navy prepared the property for based on initial City redevelopment 
plans.  The Navy would like to transfer the parcel as soon as possible, so all are eager to resolve this issue.  EPA 
would like the City/Developer to excavate additional hot spots, whereas they believe the site can be protective 
as is given the current durable cover.  (Contact:  Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We are preparing an Information Request Letter under authority 
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of CAA §114 to the Southern California Gas Company, asking for information relating to the facility and the 
uncontrolled methane release from an injection/withdrawal well at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage 
Facility.  SoCal Gas is drilling one relief well, preparing a drill site for another relief well and preparing for 
another 'well kill' attempt, possibly early next week.  We are participating in the daily operational briefing calls 
with SoCal Gas and Sempra Utilities.  On December 16, two OSCs participated in a site tour, along with 
representatives from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the Lawrence Berkeley and 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
McClellan AFB (Sacramento, CA):  EPA met last week with McClellan Privatization stakeholders 
(McClellan Business Park, Tetra Tech [its contractor], and State regulatory agencies) to discuss the comments 
EPA and the Central Valley Water Quality Control Board provided on the draft final FOSET 2 Action Sites 
RD/RA work plan for the former McClellan Air Force Base.  This RD/RA work plan describes the remedy 
details for 43 McClellan sites under the Privatization process.  The remedies in this RD/RA work plan are 
expected to cost about $24 million and include excavation and off-site disposal of about 61,000 cubic yards of 
contaminated soils.  The meetings resulted in resolution of all remaining comments and clarification of 
confirmation sampling requirements for each site, which will significantly improve the final work plan.  EPA 
and State regulatory agencies have been expediting their reviews of this work plan and attending multi-day 
working sessions to improve the RD/RA work plan and support the goals of Privatization.  (Contact:  Bob 
Fitzgerald, x7-4171) 
 
Cyprus Tohono Mine Site:  On December 14, a successful Consultation meeting was held with the Tohono 
O'odam's Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee and representatives from EPA's Superfund, 
Enforcement and Air Divisions.  The meeting lasted almost three hours and focused primarily on EPA's pending 
air permit application from Cyprus Tohono Corporation (CTC) that needs to be completed (including a formal 
public review process) in the next few months.  Discussions also occurred on the status of Superfund remedial 
investigation (RI) activities, and the forthcoming feasibility study (FS) process, as well as EPA's NEPA 
requirements if mining should restart at the mine site.  It was a very informative meeting for all 
parties.  (Contact:  Andria Benner, x2-3189) 
 
Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan:  We have completed our current scope of work for the two Mission Assignments 
for this federally declared disaster.  Materials shipped off island include: 
9 – 40’ containers with a total of 733 transformer carcasses; 
2- ISO tanks with approximately 12,000 gallons of oil total; 
1 -  40’ container of white goods; and 
2 - 40’ containers of e-waste. 
There remains on island: 
1 - 20’ container with 6 drums of PCB oil, 27 drums of non PCB oil, 1 CYB of contaminated soils and 2 CYB 
of contaminated debris (visqueen liners from transformer collection and pro-clo); and 
1 -  40’ container of HHW. 
The two remaining containers await the lifting of an embargo on hazardous wastes at one of the subsequent 
Ports (Shanghai) along the shipper's (Matson) route. 
 
Yurok Pesticides, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is following up the Yurok Tribe and the Certified Unified 
Program Agency to remove some illegal, abandoned pesticides on tribal land.  This site was referred by the 
Brownfields program.  (Contact:  HarryL Allen, x2-3063) 
 
Sierra Chemical Company reply due:  Sierra Chemical received a Notice of Findings for more then 15+ 
potential violations from a RMP/EPCRA inspection.  Their compliance response and schedule is due to EPA on 
December 18.  At that point, Inspector Henry and ORC (Tessa Berman) will begin the evaluation of substantial 
records and recommend a course of action for the potential enforcement case.  After our 2015 RMP/EPCRA 
inspection, the facility had another release of chlorine and the City of Stockton Fire Department responded, 
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according to our CUPA partner (San Joaquin Valley).  No injuries were reported.  The CUPA also stated a 
hazardous waste inspection was conducted and multiple violations were found.  John Schofield with EPA 
RCRA will be conducting a federal hazardous waste inspection at the facility soon.  (Contact:  Karen Henry x2-
3844) 
 
Local Emergency Response Commission (LEPC) Meeting, Bakersfield, CA:  On December 10, Bill Jones 
made a presentation at the quarterly meeting of the California Region V LEPC.  The presentation focused on 
Executive Order 13650 – Chemical Safety and Security and tools to energize LEPCs.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 
619-235-4776) 
 
Response Support Corps Recruitment:  On December 17, Steve Calanog and Dan Meer hosted a meeting to 
introduce the RSC to new employees and to recruit participants for intermediate ICS training to be delivered in 
January.  We described the RSC role, and talked about different responses that occurred this year.  We will see 
how much interest we have and then consider active recruitment of individuals. 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures:  We received PGV's signature to the Consent Agreement/Final Order settling our 
administrative penalty action and agreeing to pay a penalty of $76,500.  The CA/FO is presently routing thru the 
concurrence chain and we hope that it will be entered before the end of the year.  We will issue a press release 
once the CA/FO has been entered and filed, but likely after the first of the New Year.  (Contact:  Jeremy 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Gibson Wine Co.:  We expect the Department of Justice to file a civil judicial complaint against Gibson Wine 
Co.  Gibson had a release of anhydrous ammonia in September 2014 that caused a fatality.  Region 9 referred 
the matter to DOJ for judicial action under the CAA's General Duty Clause.  DOJ has determined that Gibson 
has not been negotiating in good faith and will file the complaint to commence litigation.  (Contact:  Jeremy 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla will be on leave December 23 to January 1.  John Lyons is 
acting on December 23-24, Nancy Lindsay is acting on December 28-30, and Kathi Moore is acting on 
December 31. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Blumenfeld, Jared
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 9:02 AM
To: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill
Subject: Fwd: New petition to you: Stop the most dangerous methane leak in history

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Caleb Laieski <mail@changemail.org> 
Date: January 18, 2016 at 11:51:16 PM HST 
To: blumenfeld.jared@epa.gov 
Subject: New petition to you: Stop the most dangerous methane leak in history 

 

 

New petition  
 

 

 

Administrator Jared Blumenfeld – Caleb Laieski started a 
petition on Change.org and listed you as a decision maker. Learn 
more about Caleb Laieski’s petition and how you can respond.  

 

Obama: Stop the most dangerous 
methane leak in history  
 

Petition by Caleb Laieski · Started Jan 19, 2016  
  

 
 

 

California Governor Brown has declared a State of Emergency, after an 
uncontrolled gas leak at SoCalGas's Aliso Canyon natural gas storage 
facility in a Los Angeles... Read more  
 

 

 
  

 
  

 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO  
 

1. View the petition  
 

Learn about the petition and its supporters. You will receive 
updates as new supporters sign the petition so you can see who is 
signing and why.  
 

 

View the petition  
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2. Respond to the petition  
 

Post a response to let the petition supporters know you're listening, 
say whether you agree with their call to action, or ask them for 
more information.  
 

 

3. Continue the dialogue  
 

Read the comments posted by petition supporters and continue the 
dialogue so that others can see you're an engaged leader who is 
willing to participate in open discussion.  
 

 

CHANGE.ORG FOR DECISION MAKERS  
 

On Change.org, decision makers like you connect directly with 
people around the world to resolve issues. Learn more  
   

 

 

This notification was sent to blumenfeld.jared@epa.gov, the address listed as 
the decision maker contact by the petition starter. If this is incorrect, please 
post a response to let the petition starter know. 

Change.org · 548 Market St #29993, San Francisco, CA 94104-5401, USA  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Blumenfeld, Jared
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:39 AM
To: Distefano, Nichole; Zito, Kelly; Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Fwd: Letter
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" <Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein sent to DOT, 
EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
 



tinitrd ~tares ~enate 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 13, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Secretary Foxx, Administrator McCarthy, and Attorney General Lynch: 

On October 23 , 2015, a natural gas leak was discovered at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility in Los Angeles County, California. Since then, approximately 80,000 metric 
tons of methane have been released in the ongoing, uncontrolled leak. Multiple efforts to stop the 
leak by the Southern California Gas Company, which owns the storage facility, have not been 
successful. The company is currently drilling a relief well in an attempt to stop the leak. Under 
the best case scenario, the relief well is expected to take several more weeks to complete, and the 
leak continues in the meantime. 

We have great concern for the thousands of residents of the nearby community of Porter 
Ranch who have been impacted by this ongoing disaster. Families have been moved to 
temporary housing and children are attending school at alternative campuses. Residents also 
complain of respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds. 

In response to the ongoing disaster and the continued impacts on the local community, 
last week the Governor of California declared a State of Emergency and mobilized numerous 
state agencies to assist in the response effort. We believe that it is critical that the Federal 
government also play an active role, in cooperation with its partner agencies in the State of 
California, to stop this ongoing leak and address the impacts to local residents. 

After consultation with Federal and State agencies in California, it is clear that the 
Federal government can play an important role. Our staff has been in regular contact with your 
agencies in recent weeks, and we appreciate the feedback you have provided. To facilitate our 
continued oversight and determine how Federal agencies can be of further assistance to the 
response effort, we request that you provide us with the following information: 

I . An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or 
advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the 
response. 



2. A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in 
relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these 
Federal authorities. 

3. A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage 
fields in general and how your agencies have exercised these authorities to date. 

4. A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company could more quickly 
reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. 

Please provide this information no later than close of business Friday, January 15, 2016. In 
addition, we ask that you brief our staff on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

l?ahlrMa ~ 
Barbara Boxer 

CC: 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. , Governor, State of California 
The Honorable Marie Therese Dominguez, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration 
The Honorable John C. Cruden, Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Allen, Laura
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 12:47 PM
To: Keener, Bill
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Jones, Enesta
Subject: Re: two announcements today

Great, thanks! 

 

 
On Jan 21, 2016, at 3:04 PM, Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes… 
  
Desk Statement: U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas 
and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of 
Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division 
of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest 
information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and 
state regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling 
the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act 
information request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents 
related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and 
expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review 
of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, 
EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
  
Response for those looking for information on the methane leak. Since California agencies are leading 
the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, 
the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are 
below. You can find information on emissions from the California Office of Emergency Services 
webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the incident: 
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx. On this site, you can find links to the latest 
report on estimated Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aliso_canyon/aliso_canyon_natural_gas_leak_updates‐
sa_flights_thru_dec_23_2015.pdf as well as Community Methane Monitoring: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aliso_canyon/community_methane_monitoring.htm   
  
CARB contact: 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
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dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 
Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

  
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
  

From: Allen, Laura  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 10:59 AM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: two announcements today 
  
Bill‐ can you share the talking points on Aliso you all have been using? Thanks  
  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 12:36 PM 
To: Allen, Laura <Allen.Laura@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: two announcements today 
  
 
Thanks Laura.  
Adding Bill as I'm home with a bad chest cold today. In terms of Aliso and the methane rule, we have 
usually looped in HQ on any answer since it is more of a national policy issue... 
  
  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 21, 2016, at 9:12 AM, "Allen, Laura" <Allen.Laura@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hey Kelly‐ a heads up that we will be announcing both the framework for the methane 
challenge (this is not the official launch of the program‐ only a preliminary framework 
announcement before it will launch this spring) and the proposed GHG reporting rule. 
Both will be desk statements and postings to our website. Close hold on this info until 
we post at 2pm eastern, but I wanted to make sure you have a look at the Aliso QA. 
Also, could you share with us any QAs you have on Aliso and the recently proposed 
methane rule? We’ll continue send any Q’s on Aliso to you but would be helpful to know 
what you are saying. Thank you! Call me if you want to chat about any of this. 
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Here are the Q we plan to use on Aliso: 
  
(reporting rule) 
Q: Would this proposal affect reporting by natural gas storage units, such as the Aliso 
Canyon unit?  
  

A. This proposal is a targeted change to GHGRP Subpart W that would alter the list 
of allowable methods that some petroleum and natural gas facilities use to 
quantify emissions from equipment leaks (including leaks from storage 
stations).  These new methods would be required for those GHGRP reporters 
who are required to comply with the final NSPS subpart OOOOa and optional for 
other reporters.  The Aliso Canyon facility currently reports annual emissions to 
the GHGRP, so they would be impacted by this proposed change in allowable 
methods for quantifying emissions from equipment leaks, if finalized as 
proposed.  

  
  
  
Laura Allen 
Deputy Press Secretary 
Office of the Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
  
Email: Allen.Laura@epa.gov 
Office: 202-564-1175 
Mobile: 202-731-3005 
  
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
  
  

<MC Desk Statement - Comms Materials 1-21-16- clean_final.docx> 

<SAN 5847_desk statement_12_16_15.docx> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 1:52 PM
To: Morales, Esther; Ingram, Amir; Vargas, Melissa
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: R9 Administrators Report for 1-18-15
Attachments: R9AdministratorsReport1-19-16.docx

 
Let us know if you need additional information. 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
 
 
 
 



1 
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Region 9 – Office of Public Affairs 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Week of Jan. 18, 2016 
 

30-60 Day Outlook 

 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions 

Aliso Canyon (Calif.) Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak: EPA Region 9 representatives 
are continuing to participate in regular operational calls with local, state and company officials to stay 
updated on the situation. On Dec. 18, EPA issued a Clean Air Act Section 114 information request to 
Southern California Gas. Region 9 has a desk statement explaining EPA authorities and role in the issue. 
On January 13, Region 9 met with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies (including PHMSA) to discuss 
and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. On January 13, Senators Boxer and Feinstein 
sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch 
requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the release. California 
Gov. Brown's office convened a meeting on January 15 at Porter Ranch at which more than 1,000 
members of the public attended and senior state agency representatives spoke.  

San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: Regional 
Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is expected to sign a proposed action on SJV’s serious area attainment 
plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 
2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 standard and a 
five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard.  
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is expected to 
sign the proposed approval of three Imperial Valley rules that contain air permitting and New Source 
Review provisions.  
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: Submission expected for public 
notice on the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first 
title V permit in Guam. 
 
Grants 
 
Jan. 27: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld will announce EPA’s grant of $182 million for 
California’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund and its Drinking Water SRF. 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
None 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagements 
 
Jan. 27: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is scheduled to travel to San Diego where he will 
give opening remarks at the Children’s Environmental Health Symposium, focusing on children’s 
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environmental health risks found within the California/Baja California and Arizona/Sonora regions. 
Open press. 
 
Jan. 27: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld will give remarks at an event to announce the EPA’s 
grant of $182 million for California-wide improvements in local drinking water and wastewater 
infrastructure at a water facility (TBD) in the San Diego, CA area. Open press. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 1:05 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Manzanilla, Enrique; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: Fwd: new gas storage regulations

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Schilling, Teresa@DOC" <Teresa.Schilling@conservation.ca.gov> 
Date: January 15, 2016 at 12:34:22 PM PST 
To: "News@DOC" <News@conservation.ca.gov> 
Subject: FW: new gas storage regulations 

  

CONTACT: Teresa Schilling/Don Drysdale/Krista Watson, 
(916) 323-1886 pao@conservation.ca.gov 

  
  

CALIF. OIL & GAS DIVISION ISSUES 
NOTICE 

OF PENDING EMERGENCY NATURAL 
GAS STORAGE REGULATIONS 

  
SACRAMENTO — The California Department of 

Conservation (DOC) today gave notice of an interim 

rulemaking package to regulate natural gas storage 

facilities.  The emergency regulations are required 

by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.’s January 6 

declaration of a state of emergency due to the 
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ongoing Southern California Gas Company natural gas 

leak at Aliso Canyon. The emergency regulations will 

go to the Office of Administrative Law on January 26. 

“These regulations execute the Governor’s order 

and will significantly strengthen state oversight of 

natural gas storage facilities to ensure public 

health and safety as well as environmental 

protection,” said DOC Chief Deputy Director Jason 

Marshall.  

In a January 6 proclamation, Governor Brown 

ordered DOC’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources to issue emergency regulations requiring 

gas storage facility operators throughout the state 

to comply with six new safety and reliability 

measures: 

♦ Require at least a daily inspection of gas 

storage well heads, using gas leak detection 

technology such as infrared imaging. 

♦ Require ongoing verification of the mechanical 

integrity of all gas storage wells. 

♦ Require ongoing measurement of annular gas 

pressure or annular gas flow within wells. 

♦ Require regular testing of all safety valves 

used in wells. 
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♦ Establish minimum and maximum pressure limits 

for each gas storage facility in the state. 

♦ Require each storage facility to establish a 

comprehensive risk management plan that evaluates 

and     prepares for risks at each facility, 

including corrosion potential of pipes and equipment. 

Once the proposed emergency regulations are submitted to 

the Office of Administrative Law (OAL), OAL will post notice of the 

emergency rulemaking on its website. OAL will have 10 working 

days to review the regulations. OAL will field public comments on 

the proposed regulations, and will consult with DOC regarding 

any response to comments. If OAL approves the rulemaking 

package, the interim rules will be in place at the end of the 10-day 

review. 

Members of the public can submit comments within five 

calendar days of OAL’s posting of the proposed emergency 

regulations on the OAL website via mail, FAX or email: 

Mail: OAL Reference Attorney, 300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1250, 

Sacramento, California 95814. 

FAX: (916) 323-6826 

E-mail: staff@oal.ca.gov 
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A copy of comments submitted to OAL also must be 

submitted to the DOC: 

Mail: Department of Conservation, 801 K Street, MS 24-02, 

Sacramento, CA 95814, Attention: Gas Storage Facility 

Regulations. 

Fax: (916) 324-0948. 

E-mail: DOGGR_GasStorageRegs@conservation.ca.gov. 

OAL will confirm that the agency has received the comment 

before considering it. Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 

title 1, section 55, subdivision (b) (1) through (4), the comment 

must state that it is about an emergency regulation currently 

under OAL review, and include the topic of the emergency. 

“We will initiate the process to update permanent regulations 

for natural gas storage, which will include a significant opportunity 

for public review and input, in the coming weeks,” Marshall said. 

Background information about the ongoing Southern 

California Gas Company leak at Aliso Canyon is available on the 

DOC web site.  Many state agencies have a role in the response 

to the leak.  Regular updates and background information on the 

situation are available at the California Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services website here. 

### 
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1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 7:57 AM
To: Morales, Esther
Subject: Re: Update on this?

Yes they did.. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 14, 2016, at 7:55 AM, "Morales, Esther" <Morales.Esther@epa.gov> wrote: 

Kelly, 
  
Do you know the answer to the highlighted question below? 
  

Region 9 
During the week of January 18, EPA Region 9 representatives are continuing to participate in 
regular operational calls with local, state and company officials to stay updated on the Aliso 
Canyon (California) Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 
citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary 
home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or 
checked out and returned home. In addition, the Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of 
Education is expediting the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch 
Community School. School is expected to resume on January 11. Did schools resume on January 
11? 
  
  
Esther F. Morales 
White House Liaison 
(202) 564‐3580 desk  
(202) 573‐6324 cell 
Morales.Esther@epa.gov  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM
To: Maier, Brent; Keener, Bill
Subject: Fwd: Letter
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" <Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein 
sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 
Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
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KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
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Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 
WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 3:46 PM
To: Maier, Brent
Subject: Statement

 
  
  
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
  
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas 
Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of 
Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los 
Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health 
(Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of 
Emergency Services website for the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state regulators 
and Southern California Gas Co. to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and assisting local 
residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California 
Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the 
information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the company in coming days.  After 
completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the 
scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
  
  
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 3:39 PM
To: Harrison, Melissa
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon update

Great – thanks! 
 

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 2:44 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon update 

 
That's what I figured. Let me send it bc I'm going to try to figure out what the focus of her story is an did it's us. 
I'll let you know.  
 
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 
  
 
On Jan 12, 2016, at 4:50 PM, Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Hey Melissa – The situation hasn’t changed much. The state is lead, EPA is staying in the loop and we’re 
reviewing the documents SoCalGas has submitted. 
Do you just want me to send Elana our statement? There’s not much else to say. 
Kelly 
  
  
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
  
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. They include the California Office of 
Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
(DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire 
and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services 
website for the latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx). 
  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these 
local and state regulators and Southern California Gas Co. to stay abreast of developments in 
controlling the gas release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a 
federal Clean Air Act information request letter to Southern California Gas Company for 
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additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. EPA is currently 
reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the 
company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in consultation 
with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
  
  
  
  

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 9:06 AM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon update 
  
Kelly‐thanks again for all your help! Will you keep me looped in on this answer prior to sending to Elana 
since it’s a top‐tier?  
  
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
  

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 11:21 AM 
To: Elana Schor <eschor@politico.com> 
Cc: Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon update 
  
Hey Elana- I've cc'd our region 9 colleague Kelly who can help get you more info. Thanks! 
Melissa  
 
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 
  
 
On Jan 12, 2016, at 10:50 AM, Elana Schor <eschor@politico.com> wrote: 

Hi Melissa and Liz, 

  

Hope all is well! I'm working on a story today regarding the Porter Ranch gas leak 
and looking for any information you can provide, on the record or on bg, about 
EPA's timeframe for inquiry into the Aliso Canyon leak. I'm trying to get a handle 
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on the potential/existing federal role in terms of remediation and further 
prevention measures; have a copy of the letter released in response to Rep. 
Sherman's request, but anything else you can say or forward today would be 
very helpful. 

  

thanks,  

  

Elana	Schor 
POLITICO 
eschor@politico.com 
C:	646‐295‐6261 
Twitter:	@eschor 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 1:51 PM
To: Harrison, Melissa
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon update

Hey Melissa – The situation hasn’t changed much. The state is lead, EPA is staying in the loop and we’re reviewing the 
documents SoCalGas has submitted. 
Do you just want me to send Elana our statement? There’s not much else to say. 
Kelly 

 
 
U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the natural gas leak at Southern 
California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. They include the California Office of Emergency Services 
(Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy 
Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the 
latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx). 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Co. to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and 
assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter 
to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its operation. 
EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional information from the 
company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in consultation with the state and 
local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 
 

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 9:06 AM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon update 

 
Kelly‐thanks again for all your help! Will you keep me looped in on this answer prior to sending to Elana since it’s a top‐
tier?  
 

Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
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From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 11:21 AM 
To: Elana Schor <eschor@politico.com> 
Cc: Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon update 

 
Hey Elana- I've cc'd our region 9 colleague Kelly who can help get you more info. Thanks! Melissa  
 
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 
  
 
On Jan 12, 2016, at 10:50 AM, Elana Schor <eschor@politico.com> wrote: 

Hi Melissa and Liz, 

 

Hope all is well! I'm working on a story today regarding the Porter Ranch gas leak and looking 
for any information you can provide, on the record or on bg, about EPA's timeframe for inquiry 
into the Aliso Canyon leak. I'm trying to get a handle on the potential/existing federal role in 
terms of remediation and further prevention measures; have a copy of the letter released in 
response to Rep. Sherman's request, but anything else you can say or forward today would be 
very helpful. 

 

thanks,  

 

Elana	Schor 
POLITICO 
eschor@politico.com 
C:	646‐295‐6261 
Twitter:	@eschor 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 1:44 PM
To: alex.dobuzinskis@thomsonreuters.com
Subject: SoCalGas query

Hi Alex –  
 
I understand that you reached out to my colleagues in HQ about the leak at the SoCalGas facility at Aliso Canyon. 
Please see the statement below, which is current explains a bit about the state’s lead role and EPA’s involvement. 
 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the natural gas leak at Southern 
California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal 
OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District, the County of Los Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy 
Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the 
latest information: (http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx). 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Co. to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release and 
assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request letter 
to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its 
operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional information 
from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in consultation with the 
state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:59 PM
To: Morales, Esther; Ingram, Amir; Vargas, Melissa
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: R9 Administrators Report
Attachments: R9AdministratorsReport1-11-16.docx

Let us know if you need additional information. 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
 
 
 
 



1 
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Region 9 – Office of Public Affairs 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Week of Jan. 11, 2016 
 

30-60 Day Outlook 

San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: In late 
January, Region 9 expects to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for 
SJV’s serious area attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved 
SJV’s moderate area plan in 2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour 
standard and a five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: In late January, Region 9 will 
submit for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be 
Region 9’s first title V permit in Guam. 

Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions 

Aliso Canyon (Calif.) Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak: EPA Region 9 representatives 
are continuing to participate in regular operational calls with local, state and company officials to stay 
updated on the situation. On Dec. 18, EPA issued a Clean Air Act Section 114 information request to 
Southern California Gas. SoCalGas continues to drill 2 relief wells, withdraw gas to reduce overall 
storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and review engineering solutions to capture gas from the 
surface. SoCalGas also continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents. As of Jan. 8, SoCal Gas 
has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in Porter Ranch. SoCal Gas has placed 
2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary 
home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out 
and returned home. In addition, the Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education is 
expediting the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School. 
School is expected to resume on January 11. As of December 23, CARB estimated the cumulative leak 
volume at 1.6 MMTCO2 and the rate of release at 30,300 kg methane per hour. Region 9 has a desk 
statement explaining EPA authorities and role in the issue. 

California Trash Control Policy: On Jan. 13, Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is expected to 
sign the agency’s approval of the narrative water quality standard for the State of California’s trash 
control policy, which aims to keep trash from stormwater systems out of all state waterways by 2026. 
California is the first state to adopt such a measure. The Region plans to issue a press release and have 
an editorial piece by RA Blumenfeld published in the LA Daily News.  

Grants 

 
Legislative Engagement 

 

Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagements 
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Jan. 18-22: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is traveling to Hawaii and Midway Island for 
several site visits and meetings with Hawaii Department of Health officials, federal agency and military 
officials. Environmental topics to be discussed include the Navy’s Red Hill fuel storage facility, marine 
debris, water quality, the State Revolving Fund, enforcement actions and other topics. Closed press. 

Jan. 19: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld will participate in a Hawaii Public Radio morning 
show discussion on various environmental issues in the state, including the Navy’s Red Hill fuel storage 
facility, marine debris, water quality, the State Revolving Fund and other topics. Open press. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:47 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: FW: EPA statement

I can also send you the PIO list from the G‐share on Aliso.. 
kelly 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 11:56 AM 
To: 'Alexander, Brad@CalOES' <Brad.Alexander@CalOES.ca.gov> 
Subject: EPA statement 
 
Hi Brad – Just wanted to loop you in on the statement EPA is using for queries on the SoCalGas natural gas leak issue. 
Please let me know if there’s other information I can provide. 
 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
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Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
 
 
 
 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:46 PM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal
Subject: FW: Emissions info

FYI 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:25 PM 
To: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov> 
Subject: Emissions info 
 
Here’s what I’ve been sending to reporters who have asked about emissions data. Let me know if you need anything 
further. 
Kelly 
 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso 
Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are 
below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is 
the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Saturday, January 09, 2016 12:39 PM
To: Purchia, Liz
Subject: Fwd: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 4:49:44 PM PST 
To: "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Glenn, William" <Glenn.William@epa.gov>, 
"Gaudario, Abigail" <Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov>, R9 Supervisors <R9_Supervisors@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Barkett, Bonnie" <Barkett.Bonnie@epa.gov>, "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>, 
"Calvino, Maria Soledad" <Calvino.Maria@epa.gov>, "Higuchi, Dean" 
<Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>, "Reyes, Deldi" <Reyes.Deldi@epa.gov>, "PerezSullivan, Margot" 
<PerezSullivan.Margot@epa.gov>, "Mogharabi, Nahal" 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>, "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>, 
"Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov>, "Hudnall, Patricia" 
<Hudnall.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Ford, Margaret" <Ford.Margaret@epa.gov>, "Henderson, Alita" 
<Henderson.Alita@epa.gov>, "COHEN, Deborra" <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>, "Pratt, Kristen" 
<Pratt.Kristen@epa.gov>, "Meltzer, Kathy" <Meltzer.Kathy@EPA.GOV>, "Engelman, Alexa" 
<ENGELMAN.ALEXA@EPA.GOV>, "Hood, Timonie" <Hood.Timonie@epa.gov>, "Blazej, 
Nova" <Blazej.Nova@epa.gov>, "Stollman, Scott" <Stollman.Scott@epa.gov>, "Amato, Paul" 
<Amato.Paul@epa.gov>, "Schmidt, David" <Schmidt.David@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>, "Rao, Kate" <Rao.kate@epa.gov>, "Ty, Fatima" 
<Ty.Fatima@epa.gov>, "Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Huitric, Michele" 
<huitric.michele@epa.gov>, "Karlson, Kristine" <Karlson.Kristine@epa.gov> 
Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016 

Have a great weekend! 
  
MEDIA 
====================================================================
========================= 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release 
at the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate 
equivalencies. Outlined steps for calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
  
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon 
is the largest natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: 
Kelly Zito 
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Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso 
Canyon was impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are 
leading air monitoring effort. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
  
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities 
would apply to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ 
to clarify that NSPS applies to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural 
gas production segment and to compressor stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
  
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is 
working on a piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) 
OPEN. Contact: Kelly Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
  
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment 
saying that Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking 
with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
  
  
WEB 
====================================================================
========================= 
  
Social Media:                          
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 
and linked to the Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in 
climate gains in 2016.  
  
  
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
====================================================================
========================= 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with 
Congressman Knight EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon. Also sent follow-up information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the 
site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; 
Hudnall, Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; 
Meltzer, Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, 
Paul; Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, 
Michele; Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Social Media:                          



2

Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:39 PM
To: Eden, Brandon
Cc: Keener, Bill; Maier, Brent
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA 

Hi Brandon – 
 
Thanks for reaching out to EPA about the agency’s involvement in the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon and for 
participating in today’s call with our Regional Administrator and other EPA Region 9 senior managers. In response to the 
Congressman’s question about the contractors at the site, it is our understanding that SoCalGas has engaged a number 
of engineering firms at the site, including Boots & Coots, Fluor and AECOM. There may be others, however; the best 
contact for that information is SoCalGas. In case you do not have contact information for the company, their Emergency 
Services Manager is Paul Smith: 213‐244‐4439; psmith1@semprautilities.com 
 
Please let me, or EPA Region 9’s Congressional Liaison, Brent Maier, know if you have further questions. 
 
Brent is available at: 415‐947‐4256; bmaier@epa.gov. 
 
Best regards, 
Kelly 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Eden, Brandon [mailto:Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:55 AM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
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Is okay if the Congressman calls now? Call with DOT ended early.  
 

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
 

From: Zito, Kelly [mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:48 PM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Keener, Bill 
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
 
Hi Brandon – 
 
Apologize for the delay. Please call 415‐947‐8702 at 2 p.m. EST (11 PST). I expect to have our Regional Administrator 
Jared Blumenfeld on the call, along with some other senior managers. 
Let me know if anything comes up; otherwise we’ll talk at 2 p.m. your time. 
 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 
 

From: Eden, Brandon [mailto:Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 7:47 AM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
 
Awesome, thanks Kelly!  
 

From: Zito, Kelly [mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:46 AM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Keener, Bill 
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
 
Of course. Let me find out which office we will use here and I'll send that number along. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:44 AM, "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

I think it would be best if we could you guys from the Congressman’s desk if you are okay with that.  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  



3

From: Zito, Kelly [mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:44 AM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Keener, Bill 
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Hi Brandon ‐ Yes, that time works for us. Should we plan on calling your office at that time? If so, can 
you give me the best number? 
Thanks and please let me know what else I can do. 
Best, 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:32 AM, "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Are you guys able to do call with Rep. Knight today at 2PM EST? That is when the 
Congressman will be available today.  
  
Thanks for your help on this matter,  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  

From: Keener, Bill [mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:50 PM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Zito, Kelly 
Subject: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Brandon, following up on our phone call, please let me know the Congressman’s 
schedule and we’d be happy to set up a call to give him the current picture, including 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. I have 
cc’d Kelly Zito, the EPA Region 9 Public Affairs Director (my boss), because she will be in 
the office on Friday, while I am away. Thanks. 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs/Congressional Liaison 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
Keener.bill@epa.gov 
  



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:07 PM
To: Reilly, Katie - Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>
Subject: RE: EPA Query

 
Hi Katie ‐ Thanks for following up and sorry for the delay! I don’t have anyone available to get on the phone this 
afternoon, but here’s a brief rundown on how the calculator works. Hope this is helpful! 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

1. To use the EPA GHG calculator, go to the “Enter Your Data” page: http://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse‐gas‐
equivalencies‐calculator 
 

2. Click on the “If you have emissions data” tab on the right 
3. Go to the “amount” box for the gas you’re interested in – CH4 is methane, CO2 is carbon dioxide, etc. – and type 

in the number, making sure you have the correct unit of measurement, i.e. tons, metric tons, lbs, etc. 
4. Hit “Calculate” 
5. The results should show you that that amount is equivalent to GHG emissions from various sources for a given 

time period ‐‐ X number of passenger cars driven for one year, or Y number of homes’ energy use for the year, 
etc. 

 
 
 

From: Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> [mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 2:49 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Thanks, Kelly! I understand. 
 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 4:45 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 

Hi Katie – HQ folks and I are trying to track down our GHG calculator experts, but as it’s late in the day there it’s a little 
challenging… 
I’m hoping to get you something shortly! 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
  

From: Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> [mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:31 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
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Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies 
calculator, and I have questions about how it works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding 
its units correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 
  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage 
facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, 
equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the 
California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 



3

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:46 PM
To: Reilly, Katie - Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Hi Katie – HQ folks and I are trying to track down our GHG calculator experts, but as it’s late in the day there it’s a little 
challenging… 
I’m hoping to get you something shortly! 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

From: Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> [mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:31 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Hi Kelly,  
 
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies 
calculator, and I have questions about how it works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding 
its units correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
 
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
 
Thank you! 
 
Katie 
 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 
 

Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage 
facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, 
equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the 
California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
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dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:35 PM
To: Harrison, Melissa; Purchia, Liz
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mulholland, Denise" <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 1:31:29 PM PST 
To: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Nazmi, Niloufar" <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>, 
"StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "DeLuca, Isabel" 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Davis, Alison" <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 

Sorry for more emails – the GHG Equivalency Calculator translates GHG reductions (not emissions) into 
equivalencies so the reporter would need to frame it that way.  This is really most important when it 
comes to the electricity‐related equivalencies so she would be better off using tree or car‐equivalencies 
  
For example, if something is leaking ten million short tons and she wants to frame how big that number 
is, one could enter those numbers into the calculator under the “if you have emissions” tab of the 
calculator (make sure they select short or whatever the right metric is in the drop down – I used short 
tons for this example) and then use the calculator to say that ten million tons of CH4 is equivalent to the 
carbon stored by 185 million acres of US forest in a year or the GHG emissions released by 47 million 
passenger vehicles in a year.   
  
Hopefully that helps! I need to run out now but you can reach me by cell once I get out of my parking 
garage.   
  
Denise 
571‐329‐3393 
  
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; 
Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us 
providing one for her.  
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From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; 
Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would 
that be helpful? 
  
  
  
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
  

From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, 
Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, 
Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
  
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry 
… I gotta ask) 
  
  
  
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
  
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202‐564‐2880 
m: 202‐768‐5780 
  

From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, 
Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Hi all.  
  
I’m happy to help.  
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I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of 
how time sensitive this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
  
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
  
Thanks, 
Denise   
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, 
Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
  
Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; 
Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
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Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, 
but I’m using the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I 
have questions about how it works and how to relay the results it gives. 
I want to confirm I’m understanding its units correctly before I include it 
in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for 
emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, 
etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air 
Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in 
addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of 
Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is 
monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — 
over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, 
airplanes and satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to 
provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order 
to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed 
primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent 
greenhouse gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known 
as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases remain in the 
atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured 
in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, 
hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon 
dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the Aliso 
Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the 
ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas 
leak based on a full set of data and an assessment of any changes in 
methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release 
rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:10 PM
To: DeLuca, Isabel
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea; Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison; Mulholland, Denise; StClair, Christie
Subject: Re: EPA Query

Ok ‐ Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  

From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
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Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
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climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:53 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar; Davis, Alison; Drinkard, Andrea
Cc: StClair, Christie
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query

Hi folks ‐ Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie ‐ Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
 
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using the EPA’s 
greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it works and how to relay the 
results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units correctly before I include it in a story or a 
graphic. 
 
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
 
Thank you! 
 
Katie 
 

From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 

 
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso 
Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, 
monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on 
emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
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CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful 
greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and 
satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within 
the storage field in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a category of 
greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases remain in the 
atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be 
tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify 
the methane release rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the 
research community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from towers, 
airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and 
an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view 
the page on Community Methane Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 
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_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:05 PM
To: Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com
Cc: StClair, Christie
Subject: EPA Query

Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage 
facility. 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, 
equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the 
California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 11:04 AM
To: Daguillard, Robert
Subject: Re: EPA query

I'm happy to take them and direct them to the best agency at the state. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 10:37 AM, "Daguillard, Robert" <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks, Kelly. Should I forward reporter queries to CARB and SCAQMD? Or keep sending them to you? 
Please advise.  
  
Robert Daguillard 
Office of Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC  
+1 (202) 564‐6618 (o) 
+1 (202) 360‐0476 (cel) 
<image002.png> 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:27 PM 
To: Daguillard, Robert <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA query 
  
FYI 
  

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:27 AM 
To: 'dkirbynyc@gmail.com' <dkirbynyc@gmail.com> 
Subject: EPA query 
  
Hi David – Thanks for reaching out to EPA for information on the Southern California Gas Co. leak in the 
Porter Ranch area. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at the Aliso Canyon storage 
facility, the best contacts are at the state. For emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, 
etc., it’s the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the 
incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
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David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image003.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions 
— a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, 
airplanes and satellites. The air board has also directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes 
of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is 
composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is 
in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such 
as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts 
can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to 
quantify the methane release rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration 
with the research community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and 
an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several 
months to complete. A preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view 
the page on Community Methane Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:27 AM
To: Daguillard, Robert
Subject: FW: EPA query

FYI 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:27 AM 
To: 'dkirbynyc@gmail.com' <dkirbynyc@gmail.com> 
Subject: EPA query 
 
Hi David – Thanks for reaching out to EPA for information on the Southern California Gas Co. leak in the Porter Ranch 
area. 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at the Aliso Canyon storage facility, the best 
contacts are at the state. For emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc., it’s the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in 
addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:27 AM
To: dkirbynyc@gmail.com
Subject: EPA query

Hi David – Thanks for reaching out to EPA for information on the Southern California Gas Co. leak in the Porter Ranch 
area. 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at the Aliso Canyon storage facility, the best 
contacts are at the state. For emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc., it’s the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in 
addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 9:48 AM
To: Eden, Brandon
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA 

Hi Brandon – 
 
Apologize for the delay. Please call 415‐947‐8702 at 2 p.m. EST (11 PST). I expect to have our Regional Administrator 
Jared Blumenfeld on the call, along with some other senior managers. 
Let me know if anything comes up; otherwise we’ll talk at 2 p.m. your time. 
 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 
 

From: Eden, Brandon [mailto:Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 7:47 AM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
 
Awesome, thanks Kelly!  
 

From: Zito, Kelly [mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:46 AM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Keener, Bill 
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
 
Of course. Let me find out which office we will use here and I'll send that number along. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:44 AM, "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

I think it would be best if we could you guys from the Congressman’s desk if you are okay with that.  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  

From: Zito, Kelly [mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:44 AM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
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Cc: Keener, Bill 
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Hi Brandon ‐ Yes, that time works for us. Should we plan on calling your office at that time? If so, can 
you give me the best number? 
Thanks and please let me know what else I can do. 
Best, 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:32 AM, "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Are you guys able to do call with Rep. Knight today at 2PM EST? That is when the 
Congressman will be available today.  
  
Thanks for your help on this matter,  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  

From: Keener, Bill [mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:50 PM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Zito, Kelly 
Subject: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Brandon, following up on our phone call, please let me know the Congressman’s 
schedule and we’d be happy to set up a call to give him the current picture, including 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. I have 
cc’d Kelly Zito, the EPA Region 9 Public Affairs Director (my boss), because she will be in 
the office on Friday, while I am away. Thanks. 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs/Congressional Liaison 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
Keener.bill@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 7:46 AM
To: Eden, Brandon
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA 

Of course. Let me find out which office we will use here and I'll send that number along. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:44 AM, "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

I think it would be best if we could you guys from the Congressman’s desk if you are okay with that.  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  

From: Zito, Kelly [mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 10:44 AM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Keener, Bill 
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Hi Brandon ‐ Yes, that time works for us. Should we plan on calling your office at that time? If so, can 
you give me the best number? 
Thanks and please let me know what else I can do. 
Best, 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:32 AM, "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Are you guys able to do call with Rep. Knight today at 2PM EST? That is when the 
Congressman will be available today.  
  
Thanks for your help on this matter,  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
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From: Keener, Bill [mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:50 PM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Zito, Kelly 
Subject: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Brandon, following up on our phone call, please let me know the Congressman’s 
schedule and we’d be happy to set up a call to give him the current picture, including 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. I have 
cc’d Kelly Zito, the EPA Region 9 Public Affairs Director (my boss), because she will be in 
the office on Friday, while I am away. Thanks. 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs/Congressional Liaison 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
Keener.bill@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 7:44 AM
To: Eden, Brandon
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: Re: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA 

Hi Brandon ‐ Yes, that time works for us. Should we plan on calling your office at that time? If so, can you give me the 
best number? 
Thanks and please let me know what else I can do. 
Best, 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:32 AM, "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> wrote: 

Are you guys able to do call with Rep. Knight today at 2PM EST? That is when the Congressman will be 
available today.  
  
Thanks for your help on this matter,  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  

From: Keener, Bill [mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:50 PM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Zito, Kelly 
Subject: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Brandon, following up on our phone call, please let me know the Congressman’s schedule and we’d be 
happy to set up a call to give him the current picture, including EPA’s limited role with respect to the 
SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. I have cc’d Kelly Zito, the EPA Region 9 Public Affairs Director 
(my boss), because she will be in the office on Friday, while I am away. Thanks. 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs/Congressional Liaison 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
Keener.bill@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 7:38 AM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared; Quast, Sylvia
Subject: Fwd: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA 

I think 2 pm works for you both. 
Can I confirm and set it up? 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Eden, Brandon" <Brandon.Eden@mail.house.gov> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 7:32:34 AM PST 
To: "'Keener, Bill'" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  

Are you guys able to do call with Rep. Knight today at 2PM EST? That is when the Congressman will be 
available today.  
  
Thanks for your help on this matter,  
  

Brandon Eden 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Congressman Steve Knight (CA-25) 
P: (202) 225-1956 
  

From: Keener, Bill [mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:50 PM 
To: Eden, Brandon 
Cc: Zito, Kelly 
Subject: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
  
Brandon, following up on our phone call, please let me know the Congressman’s schedule and we’d be 
happy to set up a call to give him the current picture, including EPA’s limited role with respect to the 
SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. I have cc’d Kelly Zito, the EPA Region 9 Public Affairs Director 
(my boss), because she will be in the office on Friday, while I am away. Thanks. 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs/Congressional Liaison 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
Keener.bill@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:19 PM
To: Distefano, Nichole
Subject: FW: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA 

FYI – We might have a call tomorrow with Congressman Knight; Jared and our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast, would be 
on the call. 
Let me know if you need more information. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 12:50 PM 
To: brandon.eden@mail.house.gov 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: SoCalGas leak: informational call for Congressman Knight with U.S. EPA  
 
Brandon, following up on our phone call, please let me know the Congressman’s schedule and we’d be happy to set up a 
call to give him the current picture, including EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon. I have cc’d Kelly Zito, the EPA Region 9 Public Affairs Director (my boss), because she will be in the office on 
Friday, while I am away. Thanks. 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs/Congressional Liaison 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
Keener.bill@epa.gov 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:25 PM
To: Adams, Elizabeth
Cc: Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: Emissions info

Here’s what I’ve been sending to reporters who have asked about emissions data. Let me know if you need anything 
further. 
Kelly 
 
 
Since California agencies are leading the response to the natural gas leak at Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso 
Canyon storage facility, the best contacts for emissions/leak estimates, monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are 
below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is 
the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233 Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 2:09 PM
To: Suzanne Goldenberg; Harrison, Melissa
Subject: RE: California ozone

Hi Suzanne – Thanks for touching base. I’m looking into what information EPA R9 can gather for you. In the meantime, 
you may want to check in with a couple CA agencies. 
I’ve got some information below on the kinds of things CA is tracking, contacts, and some information posted on the Cal 
OES site. 
We’ll get back to you as soon as we pull together any info. 
 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 

Since California agencies are the lead on the situation, the best contacts for on emissions/leak figures, 
GHGs/criteria pollutant monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on 
emissions I pulled from the California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx ) 
   
The contact for CARB is: 
David Clegern 
916-322-8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

The contact for SCAQMD is: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233  
Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
E‐mail:  tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
From: Suzanne Goldenberg [mailto:suzanne.goldenberg@theguardian.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 1:40 PM 
To: Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: California ozone 

 
Good to meet you Kelly, and thanks very much for the email introduction, Melissa. I am looking into air quality 
information regarding Porter Ranch, and also for an update on the issue of non-attainment status regarding 
ozone. I understood this was coming to a head this year. Best 
 
 
Suzanne Goldenberg 
US Environment Correspondent 
202 223 2560 (direct line) 
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202 549 5363 (cell) 
@suzyji 
www.theguardian.com 
 
On 7 January 2016 at 21:13, Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> wrote: 

Suzanne-I've copied Kelly from our regional office who is helping pull together more info for you. She can 
also give you an update on Porter Ranch, but it's probably best to reach out to the state agencies.  
 
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 
  
 
On Jan 7, 2016, at 3:51 PM, Suzanne Goldenberg <suzanne.goldenberg@theguardian.com> wrote: 

Thanks so much. Is the local EPA office doing independent monitoring of Porter Ranch air 
quality, or should I refer to state agencies? Best 
 
 
Suzanne Goldenberg  
US Environment Correspondent 
202 223 2560 (direct line) 
202 549 5363 (cell) 
@suzyji 
www.theguardian.com 
 
On 7 January 2016 at 20:43, Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> wrote: 

I’m working with our regional office, so we’ll do our best to pull it together prior to your deadline. If it 
looks like it’s going to slip, I will let you know. Thanks! Melissa 

  

Melissa J. Harrison 

Press Secretary 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Office: (202) 564-8421 

Mobile: (202) 697-0208  

Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
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From: Suzanne Goldenberg [mailto:suzanne.goldenberg@theguardian.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:23 PM 
To: Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: California ozone 

  

Thanks so much, Melissa. Today was interesting. When do you think you might have more on 
ozone? I'm hoping to put something together for tomorrow. Best 

 
 

Suzanne Goldenberg 

US Environment Correspondent 

202 223 2560 (direct line) 

202 549 5363 (cell) 

@suzyji 

www.theguardian.com 

  

On 7 January 2016 at 20:18, Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Suzanne! Sorry I didn’t get a chance to chat with you at the event today. Hope all is well. I’m happy 
to help you with your questions. I’ll be in touch as soon as I know more. Thanks! Melissa 

  

Melissa J. Harrison 

Press Secretary 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Office: (202) 564-8421 

Mobile: (202) 697-0208  

Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  

  

From: Suzanne Goldenberg [mailto:suzanne.goldenberg@theguardian.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:08 PM 
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To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: California ozone 

  

Hello, I have been doing some reporting on the Porter Ranch story, and I wanted to branch off 
into the issue of ozone and non-attainment status of a number of California counties. Who 
would be my best contact at EPA? 

  

Questions include: Which countries are currently in non-attainment status? What happens to 
states in non-attainment status? How if at all does methane leak interact with ozone, and is 
there potential to affect ozone and attainment status? 

  

My deadline is tomorrow at 2pm eastern. Thanks very much, Suzanne 

  

 
 

Suzanne Goldenberg 

US Environment Correspondent 

202 223 2560 (direct line) 

202 549 5363 (cell) 

@suzyji 

www.theguardian.com 

  

This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you are 
not the named recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all 
attachments immediately. Do not disclose the contents to another person. You may 
not use the information for any purpose, or store, or copy, it in any way.  Guardian 
News & Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other material 
transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 

  

Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO 
Box 68164, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP.  Registered in England Number 908396 
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This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you are 
not the named recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all 
attachments immediately. Do not disclose the contents to another person. You may 
not use the information for any purpose, or store, or copy, it in any way.  Guardian 
News & Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other material 
transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 

  

Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO Box 
68164, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP.  Registered in England Number 908396 

  

  

 
 

This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you are 
not the named recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all 
attachments immediately. Do not disclose the contents to another person. You may not 
use the information for any purpose, or store, or copy, it in any way.  Guardian News & 
Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other material transmitted with 
or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 
  
Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO Box 
68164, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP.  Registered in England Number 908396 

 
 

 
 

This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you are not the named 
recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all attachments immediately. Do not 
disclose the contents to another person. You may not use the information for any purpose, or store, 
or copy, it in any way.  Guardian News & Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other 
material transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 
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Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO Box 68164, Kings 
Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP.  Registered in England Number 908396 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 11:55 AM
To: rebecca.lai@nytimes.com
Subject: NYT - SoCalGas leak

Hi Rebecca – 
 
Thanks for reaching out to us on the gas leak incident. 
 
Since California agencies are the lead on the situation, the best contacts for you on emissions/leak figures, GHGs/criteria 
pollutant monitoring, characterizations, etc. are the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions I pulled from the 
California Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
The contact for CARB is: 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

The contact for SCAQMD is: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233  
Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
E‐mail:  tcox@aqmd.gov 

  
Please let me know what other information I can provide. 
  
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
  

Measuring Methane Emissions 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 11:40 AM
To: Harrison, Melissa; Jones, Enesta
Cc: Purchia, Liz
Subject: RE: [NYT Inquiry] SoCalGas Methane Leak

Did you all want me to respond to Rebecca at NYT, or should I? 
At this point, based on her questions, the state and South Coast air district could best answer her questions… 
 
Kelly 
 
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 10:22 AM 
To: Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov>; Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 
Cc: Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: [NYT Inquiry] SoCalGas Methane Leak 

 
Hi folks ‐  
 
I’m happy to respond to the editor – just let me know. Either way, the best contacts for you all if you are 
getting queries on this are CARB and South Coast Air Quality Management District, which are taking the lead 
on measurements. Below is the section on emissions from the Cal OES webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
The contact for CARB is: 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

The contact for SCAQMD is: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233  
Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
E‐mail:  tcox@aqmd.gov 

 
Please let me know what other information I can provide. 
 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
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Measuring Methane Emissions 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
 

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 9:32 AM 
To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: [NYT Inquiry] SoCalGas Methane Leak 

 
+Liz 
 
Kelly and the region have the lead.  
 



3

Kelly-can we actually help with this or should it go to the state? 
 
 
 
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 
  
 
On Jan 7, 2016, at 12:24 PM, Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> wrote: 

For your attention.  
 
Enesta Jones  
U.S. EPA, Office of Media Relations 
Desk: 202.564.7873 
Cell: 202.236.2426 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lai, Rebecca" <rebecca.lai@nytimes.com> 
Date: January 7, 2016 at 12:22:15 PM EST 
To: jones.enesta@epa.gov 
Subject: [NYT Inquiry] SoCalGas Methane Leak 

Dear Ms. Enesta,  
 
I am a graphics editor at The New York Times and we are working on a piece 
getting at the size and scale of the leak.  
 
Would you be available today to answer a few questions about the environmental 
impacts of a leak this scale, and whether there are ways to quantify the rate of the 
leak, and the areas it is affecting. 
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
 
Regards, 
Rebecca 
 
--  
K.K. Rebecca Lai 
Graphics 
New York Times 
212-556-4018 
rebecca.lai@nytimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 10:22 AM
To: Harrison, Melissa; Jones, Enesta
Cc: Purchia, Liz
Subject: RE: [NYT Inquiry] SoCalGas Methane Leak

Hi folks ‐  
 
I’m happy to respond to the editor – just let me know. Either way, the best contacts for you all if you are 
getting queries on this are CARB and South Coast Air Quality Management District, which are taking the lead 
on measurements. Below is the section on emissions from the Cal OES webpage, which is the central 
clearinghouse for information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx ) 
   
The contact for CARB is: 
David Clegern 
916‐322‐8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

The contact for SCAQMD is: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909‐396‐3233  
Mobile: 909‐720‐7063  
E‐mail:  tcox@aqmd.gov 

 
Please let me know what other information I can provide. 
 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

Measuring Methane Emissions 



2

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas 
— over the duration of the leak using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field in order to refine its estimates on 
total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse 
gas. Methane is in a category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of gases 
remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived climate pollutants, such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or 
even thousands of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release rate from the 
Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research community, are collecting measurements at 
the well site near the ground, from towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full set of data and an assessment 
of any changes in methane release rate over the duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A 
preliminary estimate of the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

 
 
 
 

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 9:32 AM 
To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: [NYT Inquiry] SoCalGas Methane Leak 

 
+Liz 
 
Kelly and the region have the lead.  
 
Kelly-can we actually help with this or should it go to the state? 
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Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 
  
 
On Jan 7, 2016, at 12:24 PM, Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> wrote: 

For your attention.  
 
Enesta Jones  
U.S. EPA, Office of Media Relations 
Desk: 202.564.7873 
Cell: 202.236.2426 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lai, Rebecca" <rebecca.lai@nytimes.com> 
Date: January 7, 2016 at 12:22:15 PM EST 
To: jones.enesta@epa.gov 
Subject: [NYT Inquiry] SoCalGas Methane Leak 

Dear Ms. Enesta,  
 
I am a graphics editor at The New York Times and we are working on a piece 
getting at the size and scale of the leak.  
 
Would you be available today to answer a few questions about the environmental 
impacts of a leak this scale, and whether there are ways to quantify the rate of the 
leak, and the areas it is affecting. 
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
 
Regards, 
Rebecca 
 
--  
K.K. Rebecca Lai 
Graphics 
New York Times 
212-556-4018 
rebecca.lai@nytimes.com 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 10:03 AM
To: Distefano, Nichole
Subject: Statement

Hi Nichole – Here’s the statement we’ve been using for queries. 
Please let me know if you need anything further. 
Kelly 
 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 2:15 PM
To: Purchia, Liz
Subject: Re: California calls gas leak a state of emergency

Yes - thanks, saw this. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 6, 2016, at 2:04 PM, "Purchia, Liz" <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov> wrote: 

  
  

From: EnergyGuardian [mailto:energy@email.energyguardian.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 5:03 PM 
To: Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov> 
Subject: California calls gas leak a state of emergency 
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California calls gas 
leak a state of 
emergency  

By Ellen Knickmeyer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — California Gov. Jerry Brown declared a state of emergency 
Wednesday over a massive natural-gas leak that has been spewing fumes into a Los 
Angeles neighborhood for months. 

In a statement, Brown said he acted based on the requests of local residents in the 
community of Porter Ranch and the "prolonged and continuing" nature of the gas 
blowout at the underground storage facility. 

The well, owned by Southern California Gas Co., has been spewing up to 1,200 tons 
of methane daily, along with other gases. The leak was first reported in October. 
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The utility is paying to relocate thousands of households after residents complained 
that the stench has made them sick. They have reported nosebleeds, nausea and 
other ailments. 

Los Angeles County and the Los Angeles school board already have declared the 
crisis a state of emergency, moving students out of two schools in the neighborhood.

The governor's move, among other measures, directs efforts by California agencies in 
stopping the leak, and it orders emergency regulations for other gas-storage facilities 
throughout the state. 

Brown toured the site of the leak for the first time earlier this week. The governor 
previously has resisted local calls for a state declaration, saying he wanted to make 
sure the utility, rather than the state, bore the financial cost. 
<image004.jpg>  
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Mining industry deaths at all-time low in 2015  

By The Associated Press 
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ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — Federal officials say U.S. mining industry deaths reached 
an all-time low in 2015. 

Preliminary data from the Department of Labor says 28 miners were killed on the 
job, down from 45 in 2014, a 37 percent reduction. There were 11 deaths in coal 
mines, another all-time low mark. 

Nevada recorded the most fatalities with four, followed by three deaths in 
Pennsylvania. 

The leading fatal cause in metal and non-metal mining was attributed to machinery 
accidents, with five, while powered haulage and machinery accidents killed six in 
coal mines. 

U.S. Mine Health and Safety Administration chief Joe Main says coal mine closures 
had some effect on the low coal mine total, but says his agency also has put an 
increased focus on safety in recent years.
<image001.jpg>  

Stocks hit 2-month lows as oil dives and China 
worries flare  

By Marley Jay 

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. stocks tumbled to two-month lows Wednesday as fears 
about China's economy slowing down led to more widespread selling. The price of oil 
plunged to its lowest level since 2008 on the prospect that global demand could fall 
further. 

For the second time in three days, markets slumped on concerns about that the 
second-largest economy in the world is stumbling. A monthly survey of China's 
service industries slipped to a 17-month low. That helped knock the price of oil lower 
since China is a major consumer of energy. 

Global markets were also rattled after North Korea said it had conducted its first 
successful test of a hydrogen bomb. Experts in South Korea and the U.S. doubted 
that the country had made that breakthrough, but the announcement still caused 
alarm. 

The Dow Jones industrial average dropped 252.15 points, or 1.5 percent, to 
16,906.51. The Standard & Poor's 500 index lost 26.45 points, or 1.3 percent, to 
1,990.26, for its fourth loss in five days. The Nasdaq composite gave up 55.67 points, 
or 1.1 percent, to 4,835.76. 

U.S. benchmark crude sank $2, or 5.6 percent, to close at $33.97 a barrel in New 
York, its lowest price since December 2008. Brent crude, a benchmark for 
international oils, fell $2.19, or 6 percent, to close at $34.23 a barrel in London. 
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Southwestern Energy fell 96 cents, or 12.6 percent, to $6.69 and Marathon Oil 
declined $1.48, or 11.6 percent, to $11.28. 

More
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Frack leases on W. Va. lands yield $18M; none 
from production  

By Jonathan Mattise 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — West Virginia has brought in $18 million by leasing 
the right to drill for oil and natural gas deep below state wildlife management areas 
and waterways, including beneath the Ohio River. 

But as natural gas prices stay low, no companies with the state leases have begun 
extracting gas, as far as state Department of Commerce officials know. As a result, 
officials say they have received up-front checks, but no royalties from the unearthing 
of resources from the deep shale deposits, a process generally known as hydraulic 
fracturing, or fracking. 

The department first put horizontal drilling opportunities out to bid in the fall of 
2014 and has since struck leases in the northern counties of Marshall, Tyler and 
Wetzel. They include parts of wildlife management areas at Conaway Run Lake, The 
Jug, Underwood, Burches Run Lake and Lewis Wetzel; Fish Creek and Middle Island 
Creek; and a few miles of the Ohio River. 

Given the uncertainty about natural gas prices, West Virginia Commerce Secretary 
Keith Burdette said the state is treating the leases as one-time cash that will bolster 
the parks system and wildlife programs, hopefully creating more revenue sources 
through the improvements. 

Under state and federal requirements, about $5.4 million has to be doled out to state 
Division of Natural Resources projects, and $12.6 million must go back into wildlife 
management. 

More
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Strongest El Nino storm so far this winter hits 
California  

By Christopher Weber 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The hillside above the California home of Wayne Socha had 
held firm against thunderstorms over the past three decades. But after a wildfire two 
years ago stripped away vegetation and loosened soil, he feared the strong El Nino 
storms pounding the state could bring it all down. 
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So the 61-year-old corporate auditor grabbed a sledgehammer and waded through 
the muck in his Monrovia backyard to knock a hole in a cement wall and let a mud 
flow skirt his house and run into a street. 

"It looked like Niagara Falls," Socha said. "It was quickly building up behind the 
house and I knew it could come right inside." 

Socha is among uncounted Californians trying to protect their property after the first 
El Nino storms descended on California this week and brought wet, windy weather 
to an area stretching all the way to the Gulf Coast. 

Those storms dumped nearly 3 inches of rain Tuesday on Southern California, 
turning Socha's terraced backyard into a raging torrent of mud and debris. He kept 
his sledgehammer and shovels close on Wednesday as the winter's most powerful El 
Nino storm so far pushed into the state. 

More
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Monsanto eliminates 1,000 more jobs to cut 
costs  

By Matthew Perrone 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Monsanto said Wednesday it will eliminate another 1,000 
jobs as it expands a cost-cutting plan designed to deal with falling sales of biotech-
corn seeds and other financial headwinds. 

The additional layoffs will bring the agriculture giant's total planned cuts to 3,600 
jobs over the next two years, or about 16 percent of its global workforce. In October 
the company first announced the restructuring plan, intended to streamline its sales, 
R&D and other operations. 

The St. Louis-based company says the restructuring will cost between $1.1 billion 
and $1.2 billion to implement, up from previous estimates of $850 million to $900 
million. By the end of fiscal 2018, the company expects the changes to generate 
annual savings of $500 million. 

Its shares fell more than 2 percent in afternoon trading Wednesday. 

Monsanto has struggled in recent quarters to deal with slumping corn prices in the 
U.S., which have reduced demand for its best-selling product: genetically-enhanced 
corn seeds. Farmers are shifting more acres to other crops after surpluses of corn, 
wheat and others have squashed commodity prices. 

More
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China holds key to pressing North Korea on 
nuclear weapons  

By Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Diplomatic engagement has failed to stop North Korea's 
nuclear weapons program. Sanctions have been tightened with little result. And 
military force could be catastrophic. So what can the world do to bring Kim Jong 
Un's renegade government into line? The answer may rest with China. 

While Beijing's influence over North Korea appears to have diminished since Kim 
came to power in 2012, it remains its key trading partner. Experts say China could do 
more to restrict North Korea's use of Chinese banks and limit supplies of food and 
fuel that provide an economic lifeline to Pyongyang. 

Wednesday's purported hydrogen bomb test will intensify pressure on China to 
tighten the screws on Kim. It has been leery of taking such steps because of fears that 
a collapse of North Korea's socialist government could cause an influx of refugees 
and lead to a pro-American, unified Korean nation on China's doorstep. 

China immediately made plain its displeasure with Pyongyang, saying it "firmly 
opposed" the test. "North Korea should stop taking any actions which would worsen 
the situation on the Korean Peninsula," Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying told reporters in Beijing. 

China's U.S. ambassador met at the White House on Wednesday with President 
Barack Obama's national security adviser, Susan Rice, and China joined the U.S. in 
supporting a U.N. Security Council statement that strongly condemned the test and 
pledged to pursue new sanctions. 

More
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World Bank downgrades global economic 
forecast for 2016  

By Paul Wiseman 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The World Bank has cut its forecast for global growth this 
year given weakness in the developing world. 

The aid agency expects the world economy to expand 2.9 percent in 2016, down from 
its June forecast of 3.3 percent but up from 2.4 percent in 2015. 

Several big developing economies, including Brazil and China, are slowing or 
shrinking. Their troubles have hurt smaller trading partners, which have also been 
squeezed by shrunken commodity prices. 
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The World Bank expects developing countries to collectively grow 4.8 percent, up 
from a six-year low 4.3 percent in 2015. China, the world's second-biggest economy, 
is expected to register 6.7 percent growth, down from 6.9 percent in 2015 and the 
slowest pace since 1990. 

The economic prospects of advanced economies appear to be brightening as the 
developing world struggles. The World Bank expects the U.S. economy to grow 2.7 
percent this year, up from 2.5 percent in 2015 and the fastest pace since 2006. 

More
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Fed minutes: Some saw December rate hike as 
'close call'  

By Martin Crutsinger 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Despite the Federal Reserve's unanimous vote to raise a key 
interest rate last month, some policymakers viewed their decision as a "close call" 
because of stubbornly low inflation. 

Going forward, officials believed economic conditions would likely justify "only 
gradual increases" in its benchmark rate, minutes of the Fed's December meeting 
released Wednesday showed. 

The Fed boosted the rate by a quarter point to a new range of 0.25 percent to 0.5 
percent in December. It had been at a record low near zero for the past seven years. 

The minutes revealed the delicate balancing act that Fed Chair Janet Yellen faces: 
Some members are still concerned that the recovery from the Great Recession 
remains fragile with too-low inflation. Others have long pushed for higher rates out 
of concern that waiting longer would run the risk of inflating dangerous asset 
bubbles. 

The minutes said that Fed officials believed it was appropriate to begin raising rates 
in December because of the "substantial progress" that had been made in the job 
market. Unemployment in December stood at a seven-year low of 5 percent. 

More
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Oregon tribe: Armed group 'desecrating' their 
land  

By Rebecca Boone 
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BURNS, Ore. (AP) — A leader of the Oregon Indian tribe whose ancestral property is 
being occupied by an armed group opposed to federal land policy said Wednesday 
that the group is not welcome and needs to leave. 

"The protesters have no right to this land. It belongs to the native people who live 
here," Charlotte Rodrique told reporters at the tribe's cultural center. 

Rodrique, who is tribal chair for the Burns Paiute, said the tribe is concerned cultural 
artifacts could be damaged and accused the group of "desecrating one of our sacred 
sites." 

"Armed protesters don't belong here," she said. 

The group seized buildings at the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in eastern 
Oregon's high desert country on Saturday. Authorities had not yet moved to remove 
the group of roughly 20 people. 

More
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Diverse interests split on best way to manage 
public land  

By Keith Ridler 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — An armed group occupying the headquarters of a national 
wildlife refuge in Oregon wants the federal government to relinquish about 300 
square miles to local control so it can be opened up for ranching, mining, logging and 
other uses. 

Birders covet the same land for its many migrating species that use refuge marshland 
as a key resting place. Anglers, hunters and wildlife watchers also are drawn to the 
high desert terrain. 

The competition between the different interests is emblematic of a much larger 
struggle in the West, playing out in federal courts, state legislatures and Congress. 

At its core, the dispute comes down to personal values: Recreationists' and 
environmentalists' views on open spaces clash with traditional uses that have 
sustained rural communities for generations. 

WHAT'S AT STAKE? 

About a million square miles of public land managed by the federal government, 
mostly in the West, according to the Congressional Research Service. 

More
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Cruz-Rubio battle over undecided Iowans 
intensifies  

By Steve Peoples and Scott Bauer 

CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) — Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz are fighting for the favor 
of many of the same undecided voters across Iowa, where even some of the most 
attentive Republicans say they can't make up their minds less than four weeks before 
voting begins. 

That was so among Iowans who gathered before sunrise to hear Rubio at a town-
hall-style meeting in Cedar Rapids. The Florida senator impressed the crowd but few 
left having decided if he would get their vote. 

"I haven't settled on one candidate 100 percent," said Mike Grover, a 65-year-old 
Cedar Rapids man who is among the thousands of "persuadable voters" still up for 
grabs. 

In small towns from Cherokee to Sioux Center, an overwhelming number of would-
be voters said both Cruz and Rubio are in contention for their support. Their 
policies, personalities and presumed ability to defeat the Democratic nominee in the 
fall are all under close examination. Donald Trump comes up often as well, as do 
retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson and New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie. 

At 44 and 45, respectively, Rubio and Cruz are the youngest candidates in the 2016 
field and the only Hispanics. 

More
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 12:31 PM
To: artealia.gilliard@dot.gov
Subject: EPA/CA Info
Attachments: EPA Letter to The Hon  Brad Sherman.pdf

Hi Artealia ‐  
Thanks for chatting. Here’s a bunch of info on Cal OES, the PIO call, the EPA letter and statement. 
I’m sure we’ll be chatting again soon. Please let me know if there’s other information you need. 
Kelly 
 
Brad Alexander 
Chief, Media Relations and Public Information 
Governor's Office of Emergency Services 
Desk      916‐845‐8455 
24‐Hour 916‐845‐8911 
 
Aliso Canyon PIO Call: 
 

When: Occurs every Tuesday and Thursday from 10:00 AM to 10:30 AM effective 12/10/2015. (UTC‐08:00) 
Pacific Time (US & Canada) 
Where: 888‐795‐2052, Passcode 8458400# 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 11:59 AM
To: Keener, Bill; Glenn, William
Subject: Statement

 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 11:57 AM
To: maya.weber@platts.com; Daguillard, Robert
Subject: EPA Query

Hello Maya – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the Aliso Canyon matter. My colleague in HQ, Robert, cc’d here, 
forwarded me your query. 
Here’s EPA’s statement on the issue, with a link to the California Office of Emergency Services website on the gas leak. 
The site has many documents, data and links to more agency information. 
For your leak estimate question and other air monitoring information, the best resources are South Coast Air Quality 
Management District/California Air Resources Board and SoCalGas. 
 
Please let me know if you have further questions. 
 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
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Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 11:56 AM
To: Alexander, Brad@CalOES
Subject: EPA statement

Hi Brad – Just wanted to loop you in on the statement EPA is using for queries on the SoCalGas natural gas leak issue. 
Please let me know if there’s other information I can provide. 
 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 11:39 AM
To: Kyle Feldscher
Cc: Harrison, Melissa; Press
Subject: RE: California Methane Leak
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; EPA Letter to The Hon  Brad 

Sherman.pdf

Hi Kyle – Thanks for reaching out. I’ve attached here two letters EPA has sent out on the Aliso Canyon matter. 
In addition, we have this statement – and link to the state’s website, which has a wealth of information, documents and 
other links. 
Please let me know if you have additional questions. 
Best‐ 
Kelly 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. 
They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los 
Angeles Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
(OEHHA). Please see the California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas release 
and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information request 
letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility and its 
operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional information 
from the company in coming days. After completing its review of this information and in consultation with the 
state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 9:57 AM 
To: Kyle Feldscher <kfeldscher@washingtonexaminer.com>; Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: California Methane Leak 

 
Hi Kyle! Hope all is well. I’ve cc’d Kelly, my colleague in our Region 9 office. She can help you with your request. Thanks! 
Melissa  
 

Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
 
From: Kyle Feldscher [mailto:kfeldscher@washingtonexaminer.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 12:49 PM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: California Methane Leak 

 
I wanted to see if you guys had any plans to help California deal with this massive methane leak that's been 
taking place for a while. I know it can't be stopped until March, but I wanted to see if the EPA has any role in 
this and, if so, what that is. Thanks! 
 
-Kyle 
 
 
--  
Kyle Feldscher 
Energy and environment reporter 
Washington Examiner 
Cell: 202-794-4469 
Email: kfeldscher@washingtonexaminer.com 
Twitter: @Kyle_Feldscher 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 4:35 PM
To: Levine, Carolyn; Conger, Nick; Emmerson, Caroline
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak

Here’s a little bit more detail on the situation, which addresses some of Carolyn’s suggestions (I hope!). 
This is the statement we’re using for media at this point. Also developing response to just received follow up letter from 
Congressman Sherman. 
Let me know what other info I can provide. 
Thanks‐ 
Kelly 
 

U.S. EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak response 
 
California state and local agencies are on the forefront of the response to the Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak.  They include the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), California Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the County of Los Angeles 
Fire and Public Health Departments, the City of Los Angeles, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Energy Commission (CEC), Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health (Cal/OSHA), and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). Please see the 
California Office of Emergency Services website for the latest information: 
(http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso‐Canyon.aspx).   
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is participating in daily operational calls with these local and state 
regulators and Southern California Gas Company to stay abreast of developments in controlling the gas 
release and assisting local residents. On Dec. 18, U.S. EPA Region 9 sent a federal Clean Air Act information 
request letter to Southern California Gas Company for additional data and documents related to the facility 
and its operation. EPA is currently reviewing the information submitted and expects to receive additional 
information from the company in coming days.  After completing its review of this information and in 
consultation with the state and local regulators already active on the scene, EPA will determine the 
appropriate next steps. 
 
 
 

From: Levine, Carolyn  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 3:15 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Great, thank you. 
I would like to add, if not in other materials being developed, that EPA continues to monitor the situation, in addition to 
participating on daily calls.  Also a general statement re: timing for the 114 process‐‐ even though we don’t know 
exactly, that is the first question we will get. So maybe something like‐ we are currently reviewing information provided 
and awaiting additional information. The process is ongoing…or something along those lines.  
 
I have a briefing request from the House Energy and Commerce Committee, timing is tbd. Kelly‐Brent is aware. 
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Thanks! 
Carolyn 
 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Carolyn Levine 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. EPA 
(202) 564‐1859 
levine.carolyn@epa.gov 
 

From: Conger, Nick  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 6:04 PM 
To: Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Kelly has passed along these talking points on this issue. Not sure whether there is more in development. I imagine we 
can pull from whatever is being drafted to respond to the Cong. Sherman letter.  
 

 EPA staff are participating in daily operations calls with Southern California Gas Company and our state, federal, 
and local partners responding to this incident.  Currently one relief well is being drilled to intercept the damaged 
well, in addition to gas withdrawal to reduce overall reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and a review of 
engineering solutions to capture the gas escaping from the well.  A second relief well is planned in case the first 
well is not successful. 

 

 EPA has requested information from Southern California Gas Company under §114 of the Clean Air Act so that 
EPA can better understand the operations at the facility and what SoCal Gas is doing to respond to this incident. 

 
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
 

From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:49 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Cc: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Thanks Kelly.  Please also copy Carolyn Levine.   
 

From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:47 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov>; Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Yes, we are working on a statement that explains EPA authorities, our communications with the responding agencies 
and the EPA information request sent to the company. 
I can send it over as soon as we have it. 
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Kelly 
 

From: Conger, Nick  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:45 PM 
To: Emmerson, Caroline <Emmerson.Caroline@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Let me ask around here. Kelly, do you guys have anything developed on this issue? 
 
What specifically is Feinstein asking? 
 
Nick Conger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office:  (202) 564-6287 
Cell:  (202) 412-2655 
 

From: Emmerson, Caroline  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:42 PM 
To: Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: inquiries re: Aliso Canyon Gas leak 
 
Nick 
 
Are you or OPA developing a desk statement about the ongoing investigation related to the methane leak in Southern 
CA?   
Senator Feinstein’s office is asking. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Caroline  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 3:00 PM
To: Harrison, Melissa; Grantham, Nancy
Cc: Purchia, Liz; Allen, Laura; Conger, Nick; Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: TPS for Administrator

Hi Melissa – Here’s two bullets on the Aliso Canyon issue. Let me know if you need more information. 
Thanks 
Kelly 
 

 EPA staff are participating in daily operations calls with Southern California Gas Company and our state, federal, 
and local partners responding to this incident.  Currently one relief well is being drilled to intercept the damaged 
well, in addition to gas withdrawal to reduce overall reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and a review of 
engineering solutions to capture the gas escaping from the well.  A second relief well is planned in case the first 
well is not successful. 

 

 EPA has requested information from Southern California Gas Company under §114 of the Clean Air Act so that 
EPA can better understand the operations at the facility and what SoCal Gas is doing to respond to this incident. 

 
 

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 2:41 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Allen, Laura <Allen.Laura@epa.gov>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: TPS for Administrator 
 
Hey team‐sorry to bug, but I only have VW at this point. 
 

Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
 

From: Grantham, Nancy  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:14 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov>; Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Allen, Laura 
<Allen.Laura@epa.gov>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: TPS for Administrator 
 
Will do  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 4, 2016, at 4:05 PM, Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> wrote: 
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Will do! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 4, 2016, at 12:43 PM, "Harrison, Melissa" <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> wrote: 

Team‐I’m working on prep materials for the Administrator’s event at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. She requested talking points on each of the following topics. Will you 
please send me no more than two bullet points by COB tomorrow? Thanks! Melissa 
  

 VW 

 GAO on social media 

 Porter Ranch‐methane leak 

 Flint 

 Gold King Mine 
  
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564‐8421 
Mobile: (202) 697‐0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 3:00 PM
To: Harrison, Melissa; Grantham, Nancy
Cc: Purchia, Liz; Allen, Laura; Conger, Nick; Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: TPS for Administrator

Hi Melissa – Here’s two bullets on the Aliso Canyon issue. Let me know if you need more information. 
Thanks 
Kelly 
 

 EPA staff are participating in daily operations calls with Southern California Gas Company and our state, federal, 
and local partners responding to this incident.  Currently one relief well is being drilled to intercept the damaged 
well, in addition to gas withdrawal to reduce overall reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and a review of 
engineering solutions to capture the gas escaping from the well.  A second relief well is planned in case the first 
well is not successful. 

 

 EPA has requested information from Southern California Gas Company under §114 of the Clean Air Act so that 
EPA can better understand the operations at the facility and what SoCal Gas is doing to respond to this incident. 

 
 

From: Harrison, Melissa  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 2:41 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Allen, Laura <Allen.Laura@epa.gov>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: TPS for Administrator 
 
Hey team‐sorry to bug, but I only have VW at this point. 
 

Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
 

From: Grantham, Nancy  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 4:14 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Harrison, Melissa <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov>; Purchia, Liz <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Allen, Laura 
<Allen.Laura@epa.gov>; Conger, Nick <Conger.Nick@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: TPS for Administrator 
 
Will do  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 4, 2016, at 4:05 PM, Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> wrote: 
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Will do! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 4, 2016, at 12:43 PM, "Harrison, Melissa" <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> wrote: 

Team‐I’m working on prep materials for the Administrator’s event at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. She requested talking points on each of the following topics. Will you 
please send me no more than two bullet points by COB tomorrow? Thanks! Melissa 
  

 VW 

 GAO on social media 

 Porter Ranch‐methane leak 

 Flint 

 Gold King Mine 
  
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564‐8421 
Mobile: (202) 697‐0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:16 PM
To: Morales, Esther; Ingram, Amir; Vargas, Melissa
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: R9 Report
Attachments: R9AdministratorsReport1-4-16.docx

Hi all – I think this captures everything we’re up to in the near term. Happy New Year! 
Please let me know if there’s any other information you need. 
 
Thanks‐ 
 
Kelly 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Region 9 – Office of Public Affairs 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Week of Jan. 4, 2016 
 

30-60 Day Outlook 

Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions 

Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: In January, Region 9 will submit 
for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 
9’s first title V permit in Guam. 

Aliso Canyon (Calif.) Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak: EPA Region 9 representatives 
are continuing to participate in regular operational calls with local, state and company officials to stay 
updated on the situation. On Dec. 18, EPA issued a Clean Air Act Section 114 information request to 
Southern California Gas. SoCalGas continues to drill 2 relief wells, withdraw gas to reduce overall 
storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and review engineering solutions to capture gas from the 
surface. SoCalGas also continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents. More than 8,000 
residential and commercial properties have potential impacts. SoCal Gas has received 6,576 inquiries for 
relocation and has placed 2,258 citizens in temporary housing. Also, 148 residents have received air 
purification systems in their homes and weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated 
charcoal filters, and 1,360 residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. In addition, 
the Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education is expediting the temporary relocation of 
Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School. School is expected to resume on January 
11. As of December 23, CARB estimated the cumulative leak volume at 1.6 MMTCO2 and the rate of 
release at 30,300 kg methane per hour. Region 9 developing a desk statement explaining EPA 
authorities and role in the issue. 

San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: The week of 
Jan. 11, Region 9 expects to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for 
SJV’s serious area attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved 
SJV’s moderate area plan in 2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour 
standard and a five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. 
 

Grants 

 
Legislative Engagement 

 

Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagements 
 
CalRecycles Manufacturers Challenge (Sacramento, Calif.): On Jan. 5, Regional Administrator Jared 
Blumenfeld will meet with California state officials, packaging manufacturers, brand owners and other 
stakeholders to discuss ways to help the state achieve a 50 percent reduction in packaging sent to 
landfills by 2020. Meeting – Open to public. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 11:48 AM
To: Keener, Bill
Subject: EOD

In case nothing else comes in today… 
 
 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ‐ Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 9:24 AM
To: Mogharabi, Nahal; Harris-Bishop, Rusty
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak

Right – Sending the letter seems appropriate 
 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 9:01 AM 
To: Harris‐Bishop, Rusty <Harris‐Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: media inquiry: Bloomberg News re: Aliso Canyon gas leak 

 
We can tell them this response had the latest on our end and leave it at that. We likely wouldn't be talking about 
it any further considering it's an open investigation at this point.  
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:59 AM, "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes I think the Sherman letter has the relevant information. Jeremy Johnstone is working in this 
issue with the State agencies but he's out until Monday.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:49 AM, Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
wrote: 

I believe so unless Rusty knows otherwise. I think we should use the Shermann 
letter as a response for consistency of messaging.  
 
 
Nahal 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:46 AM, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYI…The WashPo article below is generating more press calls. Nahal and 
Rusty, who is our expert on this? Our response in writing would be 
along the lines of the response letter to Congr. Sherman last week, 
right? 
  
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
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From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) 
[mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:05 AM 
To: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hi Bill, 
  
I cover energy for Bloomberg News in 
Washington, D.C. I'm wondering if anyone 
from EPA's Region 9 office is available 
today to talk about the gas leak in 
California. (story attached.) I've also 
reached out to HQ here.  
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 

 
New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in 
L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
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impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors 
already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 



4

the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:31 AM
To: Harrison, Melissa; Mogharabi, Nahal; Keener, Bill
Cc: Press
Subject: Re: request from Bloomberg News

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:21 AM, "Harrison, Melissa" <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> wrote: 

‐reporter 
  
+R9 who handled this question previously b/c it’s primarily a state lead. 
  
Thanks! 
Melissa 
  
Melissa J. Harrison 
Press Secretary 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: (202) 564‐8421 
Mobile: (202) 697‐0208  
Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov  
  

From: Brian Wingfield (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:bwingfield3@bloomberg.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:59 AM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: request from Bloomberg News 
  
Hello, 
  
I'm trying to find out if EPA has an updated statement/plan of 
action on this gas leak in California, which is still ongoing. 
Story is attached. 
  
Thanks, 
Brian Wingfield 
Bloomberg News 

Brian Wingfield  
Bloomberg News  
202-654-7318 office 
202-664-6804 cell  
Twitter @bwingfield 
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New Infrared Video Reveals Growing Environmental Disaster in L.A. Gas Leak 
2015-12-24 14:40:06.697 GMT 
 
 
By Joby Warrick 
Dec. 23 (Washington Post) -- A runaway natural gas leak from 
a storage facility in the hills above Los Angeles is shaping up 
as a significant ecological disaster, state officials and experts 
say, with more than 150 million pounds of methane pouring into 
the atmosphere so far and no immediate end in sight. 
The rupture within a massive underground containment system 
— first detected more than two months ago — is venting gas at a 
rate of up to 110,000 pounds per hour, California officials 
confirm. The leak already has forced evacuations of nearby 
neighborhoods, and officials say pollutants released in the 
accident could have long-term consequences far beyond the region. 
Newly obtained infrared video captures a plume of gas — 
invisible to the naked eye — spouting from a hilltop in the Aliso 
Canyon area above Burbank, like smoke billowing from a volcano. 
Besides being an explosive hazard, the methane being released is 
a powerful greenhouse gas, more potent than carbon dioxide in 
trapping heat in the lower atmosphere. 
Scientists and environmental experts say the Aliso Canyon 
leak instantly became the biggest single source of methane 
emissions in all of California when it began two months ago. The 
impact of greenhouse gases released since then, measured over a 
20-year time frame, is the equivalent of emissions from six 
coal-fired power plants or 7 million automobiles, 
environmentalists say. 
"It is one of the biggest leaks we've ever seen reported," 
said Tim O'Connor, California climate director for the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit group that obtained the 
video. "It is coming out with force, in incredible volumes. And 
it is absolutely uncontained." 
The gas is pouring from an underground storage field owned 
by the Southern California Gas Co. The facility, the largest of 
its kind on the West Coast, contains billions of cubic feet of 
natural gas, stored under pressure to supply the company's 20 
million customers. While the exact cause of the leak is unknown, 
company officials believe the problem began when an underground 
well casing failed, allowing the pressurized gas to push through 
geological cracks to the surface near the community of Porter 
Ranch. 
About 1,700 homes and two schools were evacuated because of 
the leak, as noxious odors settled over Porter Ranch, about 20 
miles from downtown Los Angeles. California officials have aided 
the company in a series of efforts to stop the leak, but the 
state officials say it could be weeks or months before the gas 
flow is halted. 
The gas company has pledged in statements to "execute all 
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possible efforts" to plug the leak. 
"SoCalGas recognized the impact this incident is having on 
the environment," company president Dennis V. Arriola said in a 
letter last week to Gov. Jerry Brown (D). ). The company has 
drilled a relief well while also pouring a brine solution and 
other materials into the damaged well in an attempt to seal it, 
so far without significant results. 
The company's losses in natural gas alone are estimated in 
the tens of millions of dollars, with total damages likely to 
exceed that figure many times over. A number of neighbors already 
have filed lawsuits, part of a growing outcry that includes calls 
for the company to close the facility altogether. 
The leak is a setback to California's efforts to reduce 
emissions blamed for climate change. The Brown administration is 
seeking to implement the country's toughest standards on 
greenhouse-gas emissions by promoting renewable energy and 
strengthening measures to prevent methane from escaping from 
refineries, pipelines and storage facilities. 
"We've been working to terminate leaks," Dave Clegern, a 
spokesman for the California Air Resources Board, said in an 
interview. "This has been distressing to watch." 
While the leak is unusually large, scientists and 
environmental groups have long sought to call attention to the 
problem of methane emissions from oil and gas operations. 
The Obama administration announced proposed regulations over 
the summer to cut down on methane leaks from drilling and 
storage, citing concerns about the climatic impact of the  
approximately 7 million tons of methane lost to the atmosphere 
from industrial sources in the United States each year. Pound for 
pound, methane is about 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Adam Brandt, an assistant professor at Stanford University's 
Institute for the Environment, said substantial leaks can 
sometimes go completely undetected. 
"Even large leaks can be hard to find if they occur away 
from populated areas," Brandt said. " One important step forward 
for sustainability will be to design ways to quickly detect and 
fix these large leaks soon after they happen." 
More at Energy & Environment: 
The world just adopted a tough new climate goal. Here's how 
hard it will be to meet 
Obama just released the biggest energy efficiency rule in 
U.S. history 
Why saving the Amazon means saving more than just trees 
For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here, 
and follow us on Twitter here. 
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	FINDINGS OF FACT
	1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Co...
	2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage ...
	3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons ...
	4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface...
	5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date.
	6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the odor.
	7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information:
	a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas leak?
	b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air?
	c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site?
	d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling?
	e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the re...

	8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting...
	9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in vi...
	10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas a...
	11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence.
	12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2.
	13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 2016 or March 2016.
	14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to h...
	15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared...
	16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the ...
	17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016.
	18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies.
	19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and h...
	20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities throughout the South Coast Basin.

	CONCLUSIONS
	21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communit...
	22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and ...
	23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations.
	24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute a taking of property without due process of law.
	25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance.

	ORDER
	CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS
	Leaking Well (SS-25)
	1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be ...
	2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.   SoCalGas shall begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close ...
	3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural gas injection or withdrawal.
	4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by:
	a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, within 24 hours of any gas inject...
	b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas as...

	5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of...
	6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated am...
	7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity of methane that has escaped from the Well using established met...
	8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissi...
	a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the plan, including notice and participation by the District.
	b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance.
	c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well inspections.
	d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections.
	e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed.
	f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns.
	g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports.
	h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for inspection by the District a...
	i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made available for inspection by the District at the Facility
	j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as feasibly possible.

	9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact above.

	Continuous Air Monitoring Plan
	10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Fac...
	11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.

	Health Study
	12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural g...

	Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers
	13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or mitigate against odors from the Facility.

	Odor Complaints
	14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of thi...
	a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas.
	b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not limited to the street name and block number.
	c. A description of the complaint.
	d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the District.



	GENERAL CONDITIONS
	15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The c...
	16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order.
	17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified.
	18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code §42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be ...
	19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of th...
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	FINDINGS OF FACT
	1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Co...
	2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage ...
	3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons ...
	4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface...
	5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date.
	6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the odor.
	7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information:
	a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas leak?
	b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air?
	c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site?
	d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling?
	e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the re...

	8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting...
	9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in vi...
	10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas a...
	11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence.
	12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2.
	13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 2016 or March 2016.
	14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to h...
	15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared...
	16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the ...
	17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016.
	18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies.
	19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and h...
	20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities throughout the South Coast Basin.

	CONCLUSIONS
	21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communit...
	22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and ...
	23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations.
	24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute a taking of property without due process of law.
	25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance.

	ORDER
	CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS
	Leaking Well (SS-25)
	1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be ...
	2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.   SoCalGas shall begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close ...
	3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural gas injection or withdrawal.
	4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by:
	a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, within 24 hours of any gas inject...
	b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas as...

	5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of...
	6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated am...
	7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity of methane that has escaped from the Well using established met...
	8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissi...
	a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the plan, including notice and participation by the District.
	b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance.
	c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well inspections.
	d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections.
	e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed.
	f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns.
	g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports.
	h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for inspection by the District a...
	i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made available for inspection by the District at the Facility
	j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as feasibly possible.

	9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact above.

	Continuous Air Monitoring Plan
	10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Fac...
	11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.

	Health Study
	12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural g...

	Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers
	13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or mitigate against odors from the Facility.

	Odor Complaints
	14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of thi...
	a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas.
	b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not limited to the street name and block number.
	c. A description of the complaint.
	d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the District.



	GENERAL CONDITIONS
	15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The c...
	16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order.
	17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified.
	18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code §42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be ...
	19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of th...
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	FINDINGS OF FACT
	1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Co...
	2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage ...
	3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons ...
	4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface...
	5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date.
	6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the odor.
	7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information:
	a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas leak?
	b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air?
	c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site?
	d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling?
	e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the re...

	8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting...
	9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in vi...
	10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas a...
	11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence.
	12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2.
	13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 2016 or March 2016.
	14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to h...
	15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared...
	16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the ...
	17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016.
	18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies.
	19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and h...
	20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities throughout the South Coast Basin.

	CONCLUSIONS
	21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communit...
	22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and ...
	23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations.
	24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute a taking of property without due process of law.
	25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance.

	ORDER
	CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS
	Leaking Well (SS-25)
	1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be ...
	2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.   SoCalGas shall begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close ...
	3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural gas injection or withdrawal.
	4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by:
	a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, within 24 hours of any gas inject...
	b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas as...

	5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of...
	6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated am...
	7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity of methane that has escaped from the Well using established met...
	8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissi...
	a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the plan, including notice and participation by the District.
	b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance.
	c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well inspections.
	d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections.
	e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed.
	f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns.
	g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports.
	h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for inspection by the District a...
	i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made available for inspection by the District at the Facility
	j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as feasibly possible.

	9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact above.

	Continuous Air Monitoring Plan
	10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Fac...
	11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.

	Health Study
	12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural g...

	Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers
	13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or mitigate against odors from the Facility.

	Odor Complaints
	14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of thi...
	a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas.
	b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not limited to the street name and block number.
	c. A description of the complaint.
	d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the District.



	GENERAL CONDITIONS
	15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The c...
	16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order.
	17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified.
	18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code §42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be ...
	19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of th...
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	FINDINGS OF FACT
	1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Co...
	2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage ...
	3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons ...
	4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface...
	5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date.
	6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the odor.
	7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information:
	a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas leak?
	b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air?
	c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site?
	d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling?
	e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the re...

	8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting...
	9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in vi...
	10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas a...
	11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence.
	12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2.
	13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 2016 or March 2016.
	14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to h...
	15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared...
	16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the ...
	17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016.
	18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies.
	19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and h...
	20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities throughout the South Coast Basin.

	CONCLUSIONS
	21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communit...
	22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and ...
	23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations.
	24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute a taking of property without due process of law.
	25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance.

	ORDER
	CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS
	Leaking Well (SS-25)
	1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be ...
	2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.0F   SoCalGas shall begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the clos...
	3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural gas injection or withdrawal.
	4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by:
	a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, within 24 hours of any gas inject...
	b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas as...

	5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of...
	6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated am...
	7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity of methane that has escaped from the Well using established met...
	8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissi...
	a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the plan, including notice and participation by the District.
	b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance.
	c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well inspections.
	d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections.
	e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed.
	f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns.
	g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports.
	h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for inspection by the District a...
	i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made available for inspection by the District at the Facility
	j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as feasibly possible.

	9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact above.

	Continuous Air Monitoring Plan
	10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Fac...
	11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.

	Health Study
	12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural g...

	Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers
	13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or mitigate against odors from the Facility.

	Odor Complaints1F
	14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of thi...
	a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas.
	b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not limited to the street name and block number.
	c. A description of the complaint.
	d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the District.



	GENERAL CONDITIONS
	15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The c...
	16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order.
	17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified.
	18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code §42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be ...
	19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of th...
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	FINDINGS OF FACT
	1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Co...
	2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage ...
	3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons ...
	4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface...
	5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date.
	6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the odor.
	7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information:
	a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas leak?
	b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air?
	c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site?
	d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling?
	e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the re...

	8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting...
	9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in vi...
	10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas a...
	11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence.
	12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2.
	13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 2016 or March 2016.
	14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to h...
	15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared...
	16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the ...
	17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016.
	18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies.
	19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and h...
	20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities throughout the South Coast Basin.

	CONCLUSIONS
	21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communit...
	22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and ...
	23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations.
	24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute a taking of property without due process of law.
	25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance.

	ORDER
	CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS
	Leaking Well (SS-25)
	1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be ...
	2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.   SoCalGas shall begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close ...
	3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural gas injection or withdrawal.
	4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by:
	a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, within 24 hours of any gas inject...
	b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas as...

	5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of...
	6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated am...
	7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity of methane that has escaped from the Well using established met...
	8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissi...
	a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the plan, including notice and participation by the District.
	b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance.
	c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well inspections.
	d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections.
	e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed.
	f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns.
	g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports.
	h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for inspection by the District a...
	i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made available for inspection by the District at the Facility
	j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as feasibly possible.

	9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact above.

	Continuous Air Monitoring Plan
	10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Fac...
	11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.

	Health Study
	12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural g...

	Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers
	13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or mitigate against odors from the Facility.

	Odor Complaints
	14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of thi...
	a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas.
	b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not limited to the street name and block number.
	c. A description of the complaint.
	d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the District.



	GENERAL CONDITIONS
	15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The c...
	16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order.
	17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified.
	18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code §42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be ...
	19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of th...
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	FINDINGS OF FACT
	1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to H&S Code §40000, et seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with the responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Co...
	2. SoCalGas is a public utility engaged in the transmission, storage and distribution of natural gas in the Southern California area and subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SoCalGas’ Aliso Canyon Storage ...
	3. California H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons ...
	4. The Facility is located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s regulations.  In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the “Well”).  The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface...
	5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, SoCalGas discovered a leak at the Well.  The natural gas leaking from the Well contains mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene (THT) odorant.  SoCalGas’ efforts to stop the leak have been unsuccessful to date.
	6. Beginning on October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District has received over 1,600 odor complaints from the public alleging the Facility as the source of the odor.
	7. On November 5, 2015, the District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent, requiring SoCalGas to provide the following information:
	a. On what date and how did SoCalGas first become aware of the natural gas leak?
	b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site; when was each step taken; and did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air?
	c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCalGas to control/eliminate odors from the affected well injection site?
	d. What recommendations have been made to SoCalGas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) for both onsite and community sampling?
	e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the re...

	8. In addition, SoCalGas was required to safely and as quickly as possible stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site and all of its associated appurtenances, so as to prevent odors from natural gas, including odorants, from impacting...
	9. On November 23, 2015, the District issued Notice of Violation (NOV) P62646 to Respondent alleging an ongoing public nuisance pursuant to H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in vi...
	10. The District asserts NOV P62646 includes violations due to SoCalGas’ creation of an alleged public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24, 2015, and continuing through the present and until SoCalGas a...
	11. On November 18, 2015, DOGGR issued an Emergency Order requiring SoCalGas, among other things, to submit a time schedule by November 20, 2015, stating when a relief well site preparation will be complete and when drilling will commence.
	12. On December 3, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District of its intent to commence drilling the relief well on December 4, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2.
	13. SoCalGas anticipates it will complete drilling the relief well sometime in February 2016 or March 2016.
	14. On December 9 and 10, 2015, District Inspectors visited the Facility and conducted an infrared camera inspection to check for leaks that may be contributing to the alleged nuisance.  The District Inspectors were unable to inspect the Well due to h...
	15. During the Facility inspection, District Inspectors observed approximately 16 wells that were not accessible.  District Inspectors observed 15 wells through the infrared camera that indicated leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.  The infrared...
	16. On December 14, 2015, the CPUC Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) and DOGGR directed SoCalGas to hire an independent third party to perform a technical root cause analysis on the nature of the failure of the Well and the technical cause of the ...
	17. On December 19, 2015, SoCalGas notified the District that it intended to commence drilling a second relief well in mid-January 2016.
	18. On January 6, 2016 Governor Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency due to the natural gas leak at the Well which directed that certain actions related to the leak be taken by SoCalGas and various state agencies.
	19. The District alleges that SoCalGas is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without being in violation of H&S Code §41700 and District Rule 402.  SoCalGas has been unable to stop discharging air pollutants impacting nearby communities and h...
	20. The SCAQMD staff has been directed by its Governing Board to initiate rulemaking to govern good maintenance and safe operation of injection wells at facilities throughout the South Coast Basin.

	CONCLUSIONS
	21. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations.  This Order is intended to help reduce air emissions impacts to the nearby communit...
	22. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions on Respondent’s operation of the Facility.  The District believes that such conditions will mitigate the conditions contributing to the alleged nuisance and ...
	23. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations.
	24. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute a taking of property without due process of law.
	25. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance.

	ORDER
	CONDITIONS AND INCREMENTS OF PROGRESS
	Leaking Well (SS-25)
	1. Commencing upon issuance of this Order and continuing until such time as the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall continuously monitor the Well site with an infrared camera.  Monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with a protocol to be ...
	2. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, or the issuance of any required permits from the District or other agencies with jurisdiction, whichever is later.   SoCalGas shall begin implementing a plan, to be submitted prior to the close ...
	3. Once the leak at the Well has ceased, the Well shall not be used for future natural gas injection or withdrawal.
	4. Minimize natural gas leaking from the Facility by:
	a. Except as authorized by the CPUC, stopping all gas injection into the Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well has ceased.  SoCalGas shall provide notice to the Executive Officer or his designee, within 24 hours of any gas inject...
	b. Withdrawing the maximum amount of gas in a contained and safe manner from the Facility as quickly as possible upon issuance of this Order, subject only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas as...

	5. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated amount of natural gas injected into the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated amount of...
	6. Commencing with the issuance of this Order and continuing until the leak at the Well has ceased, SoCalGas shall provide the District the estimated total amount of natural gas withdrawn from the Facility’s underground reservoir, and the estimated am...
	7. SoCalGas shall provide the District any data collected and/or recorded by SoCalGas and/or its contractors since October 23, 2015 that is necessary to calculate or estimate the quantity of methane that has escaped from the Well using established met...
	8. Within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an enhanced leak detection and reporting well inspection program to proactively identify and mitigate potential emissi...
	a. Guidelines and procedures for inspection of all the wells and maintenance of such wells at the entire Facility within two years of submission of the plan, including notice and participation by the District.
	b. Frequency of well inspection and maintenance.
	c. Qualifications, requirements and training of individuals performing well inspections.
	d. Monitoring and emissions measurements during well inspections.
	e. Recordkeeping of any wells taken out of service or installed.
	f. Recordkeeping and notification of any well breakdowns.
	g. Recordkeeping and retention of well inspection and maintenance reports.
	h. Daily use of infrared cameras or equivalent to utilize infrared technology to monitor SoCalGas natural gas wells located at the Facility property.  All daily infrared camera data shall be retained and made available for inspection by the District a...
	i. On-going inspections of the physical integrity of the wells at the Facility property shall be recorded on a weekly basis and retained and made available for inspection by the District at the Facility
	j. Enforceable commitments and timelines to accomplish a.-i. as quickly as feasibly possible.

	9. SoCalGas shall promptly provide the District with a copy of any written reports of the joint SEC-DOGGR factual investigation referred to in paragraph 16 of the Findings of Fact above.

	Continuous Air Monitoring Plan
	10. SoCalGas shall provide the District with funding for District staff or contractor hired by the District, or a combination of the two, to develop, staff, and implement a continuous air monitoring plan, including a methane monitor network at the Fac...
	11. Within thirty (30) days from the issuance of this Order, SoCalGas shall submit for approval by the Executive Officer or his designee an Air Quality Notification Plan.

	Health Study
	12. SoCalGas shall provide the District within ten (10) days from the issuance of this Order, a written commitment for funding for reasonable costs to conduct a health study on the potential impacts of the exposure to the constituents of the natural g...

	Odor Suppressants or Neutralizers
	13. SoCalGas shall not use any odor suppressants or odor neutralizers to reduce and/or mitigate against odors from the Facility.

	Odor Complaints
	14. Subject to any applicable privacy laws or regulations, SoCalGas shall provide the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) with complaint data for complaints received by SoCalGas beginning on and after October 23, 2015 and continuing for the duration of thi...
	a. The date and time it was reported to SoCalGas.
	b. A sufficient description of the location of the complaint, including but not limited to the street name and block number.
	c. A description of the complaint.
	d. Complaint data received after the issuance of this Order shall be provided to the District (Attn: Mohsen Nazemi) on a weekly basis.  All complaint data shall be provided to the District in a manner and form acceptable to the District.



	GENERAL CONDITIONS
	15. Equipment and operations at the Aliso Canyon Facility are subject to the jurisdiction and regulatory requirements of multiple state agencies, including but not limited to the District, the California Air Resources Board, the CPUC, and DOGGR. The c...
	16. The Hearing Board shall hold a hearing on ________ to review the status of this matter and consider the modification and/or extension of this Order.
	17. The Hearing Board shall retain jurisdiction over this matter until January 31, 2017, or until Respondent has met all Conditions and Increments of Progress hereunder, whichever occurs first, unless this Order is amended or modified.
	18. The Hearing Board may modify this Order without the stipulation of the parties upon a showing of good cause, therefore, and upon making the findings required by H&S Code §42451(a) and District Rule 806(a).  Any modification of this Order shall be ...
	19. This Order is not and does not act as a variance, and Respondent is subject to all rules and regulations of the District, and to all applicable provisions of California law.  Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to limit the authority of th...
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